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Happy Chinese New Year
in Valletta 2018

Co-organized by China Cultural Centre
and Valletta Local Council

Mappy Chinese New |
Year in Kalkara 2018 |
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The poster of 2018 Happy Chinese New Year in Valletta showcases the planned activitifgs.
[Photo/Chinaculture.org] A news conference for the 2018 Happy Chinese New Year in Valletta wjs
held Jan 12 in the China Cultur@ente in Malta, kicking off this year's celebrations for the Chinese
Lunar New Year in the country.

Wang Yanjun, director of the China Cultural Cenin Malta, briefed the audience on the 2018 Happy
Chinese New Year in Valletta, a major eventamanizd by the China Cultural Center and Valletta
Local Council.

Wang said with the joint efforts of both nations, the celebrations during Chinese Lunar New Year hayje
RSOSEt2LISR Ayild2 2yS 2F x+ftSidalrQa Fyydzt uBui@dSy[f & .
communication between China and Malta.

During the celebration, 18 major activities will be staged, including livestreaming, exhibitions, fil
screenings, a parade, a temple fair, a Chinese ancient poetry reading and other festival celebratigps
by Chinese artists. On Feb 13, the Malta Carnival, with an outstanding history of 483 years, wil
welcome its first Chinese art troupe, the Zhejiang Wu Opera Troupe, to give performances for thfe
Maltese people.

The Chinese Zodiac Creativity Exhibitioan event featuring woodblock printing, papecutting and
shadow play about the 12 Chinese zodiac animals attracted a lot of local visitors on Jan 12.
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MALTESE DIASPORA ;::. . You may reafi this journal at the

Malta Migration Museum - Valletta
Maltese-Canadian Museum - Toronto

N
oo National Library - Gozo, Malta
X
Facebook: facebook.com/frank.scicluna.3/
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PRESS RELEASE BY THE OFFICE

OF THE SPEAKER:
of fici al Il naugur ati
Chi nao FkximbitionAy Maltese

Artists at the Parliament building
Reference Number: PR180108, Press Release Issue Date: Jan
19, 2018

Exchanges amongst people help to establish and
renew acquaintances, and seed opportunities for
collaboration, fruitful cooperation which certainly
contributes to the well-b e i ng of peop
Speaker of the House of Re pthe@augunatioa of the laspiredimGCiihauArt F [
Exhibition by Maltese Artists 2017-2018, as part of the Happy Chinese New Year Celebrations. Speaker
An&l u Farrugia noted that this art exhibition
Chinese New Year and Valletta 2018 as the European Capital City for Culture.

R

Speaker Farrugia said that cultural exchanges such as the experience of Maltese artists through this
series of &6l nspired in Chinabéb, b r i n grsis aamedjuentthioegh
which peoples gain a better understanding of one another and such encounters become life-long
experiences. I n translating the experience into
into tangible works of art which is an artistic achievement.

In his concluding remarks, the Speaker referred tothelong-st andi ng fri endship
Republic of China and the Republic of Malta, and held that the friendship amongst the Chinese and
Maltese people is founded on mutual respect and trust, aware that they belong to the one family of
mankind i humanity and the international community of nations.

Mr Jiang Jiang, Ambassador of the Pe o-standitdgsistdryeop
friendly exchanges between China and Malta. Since its inception in 2007, the Happy Chinese New Year
in Valletta festivities have deepened cultural cooperation and friendship between the Chinese and the
Maltese. The Chinese Ambassador noted that the joyful festivities of the Happy Chinese New Year in
Valletta 2018 are unveiled in the Parliament of Malta - demonstrating the reservoir of friendly sentiments
of the Maltese people towards China, something, he deeply values. He added that he looked forward to
the Chinese New Year and felt confident that both the Chinese and Maltese people will keep on working
together, as close as one family, to further prosper in the years ahead.

Prof Alexiei Dingli, Mayor of Valletta, and Wang Yanjun, Director of China Cultural Centre in Malta also
addressed this event. The Guizhou Congjiang Ethnic Art Troupe, China, entertained the guests. The
public is invited to view the exhibition at the Parliament building Foyer, till Wednesday, 28 February 2018.
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V18: 110,000 people attended biggest cultural
celebration Malta has ever seen

Around 110,000 people attended the

AOGAT 660 EAT A 11 OEA

stint as European Capital of Culturethe

government said in a statement this

morning.

People were treated to spectacular shows
| ET &1 00 1T £ 6A1 1 AOOCAS

while other attractions and productions

were staged along the route from one
. place to the next.

The night came to a close with an opeair

concert by DJ Tenishia and the Malta

OEEI EAOITTEA

Square.

seen.
The government said it had receied
very positive feedback about the
event, including from European
commissioner for Culture Tibor
Navracsics and some delegations
from some 20 European cities that
have been or will be European
capitals of culture.
3AO000AAUBO AOAT OO
in the international press, with
stations like RAI, SKY, Euronews,
RTL and Central China Global
Network (CCGN) all reporting on the

festivities.

Justice and Culture Minister Owen Bonnici and V18 Parliamentary Secretary Deo Debattista thanked

the Valletta 2018Foundation and all artists and crew who took part in the event and its transmission

onTV.

4EAU A1 01 OEAT EAA OEA #1 AAT OET ¢ S$SEOAAOI OAOAN

Some 400 other events will be held throughout the year as part of the V18 cultural program.

LET'S :r“% Maltin i mbegt d

f oMamagt qud

UNITE % ] |
ogan of the Con\_/entlon of
OUR COMMUNITY || et o of warese

fairness - justice - respect Origin 2015
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& &8 Malta Carnival 2018

9th - 13th February 2018

Carnival in Malta is synonymous with 5 days of complete madness, bright
colours, competitions, events and fun. Carnival is celebrated right before
the start of Lent. It starts off on a Friday and goes on till Tuesday, before
Ash Wednesday. This year's Carnival will be celebrated between the 9th
and the 13th of February 2018, the festivities always takes place 7 weeks
before Easter Sunday and children have a couple of days off from school
as most families head for Valletta which bursts with parades, music, floats
and people in costumes.

Carnival celebrations in Malta can be tracked back to the 1400s. The

Knights of the Order of St. John celebrated Carnival in grand style and
introduced strength competitions and carnival balls to Maltese traditions. The tradition of Carnival
survived throughout all these centuries. Nowadays, Carnival is marked by a competition of colourful,
gigantic floats accompanied by parades of dancers dressed up in grotesque masks and costumes. The
main parades are held in Valletta and Floriana.

Have you heard about
the new Maltese TV show?

m=

Maltese Down

screens on c31 (channel 44)

Sundays @ 4pm
with a repeat
Tuesdays @ 3pm

Anyone around the world can watch the
show via LIVE stream on
www.c31.0rg.au
as well as on demand via

www.c31.0rg.awseries/1313

www. tacebook com/MalteseDownUnder
maltesetv@omail com

Carnival balls and parties are organised in various localities
around Malta and Gozo. For 5 days in a year, anyone can dress
up, cover his face with a mask and fool around the streets.

Many young people gather in Nadur ( a small village in Gozo)
during the weekend. Carnival in Nadur takes on a different aspect
of merriment from the one celebrated in Valletta. Carnival in Nadur
is not televised and religious institutions often protest on the
events that take place in this small village. However, Carnival in
Nadur is not organised by any committee but is just a spontaneous
gathering of people.

The Maltese take up any valid excuse to indulge in food, and
associate particular food with yearly traditional events. A visit to
Valletta or to any confectionery in Malta during Carnival will
introduce you to the traditional 'Prinjolata’. This is a special cake,
in the form of a bell made up of sponge, cake, almonds and eggs.
This is then coated with meringue and decorated with chocolate
and cherries. Prinjolatas are usually very big and are then sold by
weight from street vendors, but one can also buy mini sized
prinjolatas as a souvenir. All around the Maltese Islands there are
various balls and many of the Villages have their own carnival
celebrations.MALTA CARNIVAL 2018PROGRAMME TBA

VALLETTA18 TURNOUT IS A
SIGN OF NATIONAL PRIDE

Prime Minister Joseph Muscat

said that the public was

satisfied with V18 opening activities
and that the organisers

deserved praise —

but what stood out the most was
the sense of national pride
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RIEGAGGEJ IL -KARNIVAL

Gkax gkalkemm bdejt i kpber
Mhux darbtejn insiru tfal!

Ejjew mela niddevertu

La dawn jiemil-Karnival.

Mhux sa nogq or
Lirkul a-Gkaw
In-Nadur i Uda_ z
e Li jia@&bed gk Lr
Photo: visitmalta.com ~
.u Frar re@abd ji bi mmabnai esna al
Jltkejxoslcaﬂ%gktadam Fugqhom kastuni g k
II-bjar kollha fis ifuru _ . Umatt oroq ji &ru
Boheklkbiar mbgkadux mgKk adghillamgajma ddum!
| Oda dan kollu jintesacfritUe b bilusgbuni
Ki f i-Kamissde i | Ni ppr eKamina a |
Unnies til bes wu okro&@Fri-mi srak gKnidiali em i
Bil-kostum lebsin itfal! Jiddevertuk b a r-U guk alr !
U terki-mhsar alejn il
Sabiex tgawdi-Parata; Din is-sena waslu kmieni
Maskeruni, Ufin u brij wawniljiemtaf erk u bl uha;
U ti |-Brikjelaga. i | Jallafif ond ji bggku diekl a
3 Tad dawk |Ii gal bhom muapgk
Dawnitf esti i1 hom magkna
Sa mi nn-Kdvafliere n i | Tinsewx |gkkidfh jisbak |
Ni e s na kljHora tistered Ikun sawm u astinenza;
Gkidu Iili x06jieaifieri llummelaniddevertu
War a, Umi en taé penitenfal

Gkaliex jiewwela minn tal

11 i nkoktumo & bi l Kav Joe M Attard 2018

NippreUenta X i serata Victoria Gkawdex
U sa tard bilejl indum.

Mal tese i n UK wieltlt | geedd sstpaetcuifpa
31,000 Maltese live in the UK

Maltese living in the UK will have to apply for a special status after Brexit,

according to a proposal by the British government.

The measure affects all EU citizens iffv i

stat us o0 ansutug agreemerd Britaim hopes to reach with the EU.

In a Talking Point appearing in Times of Malta today, British Secretary of State for
exiting the EU, David Davis, says the proposal i ntienc
UK after Brexit. There are three million EU citizens living in Britain, including 31,000 Maltese. Another 1,000
Maltese students attend universities in Britain.

There are one million UK nationals living across the EU, including some 9,000 in Malta, whose rights Britain
wants the EU to protect.Reaching an early agreement on the status of citizens settled in the respective
countries has become a must for British and European negotiators as the UK wants to opt out of the free
movement of people principle after Brexit. Britain is proposing a cut-off date, allowing all EU citizens settled

in the country to apply for the special status granting them full residency rights.
Acknowledging that Brexit has caused considerable uncertainty among Maltese living in the UK, Mr Davis
says the proposal will not impose immigration conditions on their residency
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Pope Francis marries couple @ampromptug ceremony
aboard papal plane

(CNN)As far as Catholic weddings go, it's

pretty hard to beat being married by the

Pope. On an airplane.

But that's what happened Thursday

18/01/2018 when Pope Francis married

two flight attendants in an impromptu

ceremony on his papal plane some 36,000

feet over Chile.

Vatican officials say it marks the first time

a pope has married a couple on a papal

plane.

It all started when the pair, Paula Podest
Ruiz and Carlos Ciuffardi Ellorriaga, began chatting with the pontiff when they were seated next to him
during a group photo shoot. The plane was ferrying the Pope on a short flight from Santiago to the
northern city of lquique.

Crew members Paula Podest and Carlos Ciuffardi celebrate after being married by Pope Francis.
Crew members Paula Podest and Carlos Ciuffardi celebrate after being married by Pope Francis.
Pope Francis asked them if they were married and the couple told him they had been scheduled to be
wed when the 2010 Chile earthquake hit, destroying the church where they were to tie the knot.
Life went on for the two flight attendants, who had met at work -- Podest is Ciuffardi's boss -- and have
two children: Rafaela, 6, and Isabela, 3. They were married civilly, with the legal documents to prove it,
but they'd never had a formal wedding ceremony before an official of the church.
The excited couple explained to CNN and other journalists on the papal plane that it was Francis' idea to
marry them. He first asked them, "Are you sure?" They responded, "Okay!"
According to the couple, Pope Francis blessed their rings and then said "we need a witness." Ciuffardi
turned around and asked his boss, the CEO of the airline, to serve as witness.
Then the Pope asked his cardinals to draft the paperwork, Ciuffardi said. One cardinal aboard the flight
drafted the wedding certificate on a sheet of paper from the airline by hand. The document was signed
by Pope Francis, the couple and the witness.
Pope Francis gave the bride a white rosary and the groom a black rosary.
At one point the Pope asked Ciuffardi, "Is she still the boss?" Ciuffardi laughed and answered, "Yes, she
is."
Ciuffardi told reporters that the Pope told them, "This is the sacrament that is missing in the world, the
sacrament of marriage. | hope this motivates couples around the world to marry."
Podest was a bit quiet during the interview because she was still in shock. Both she and her new husband
said they were overwhelmed with emotion.
The couple plans to celebrate with coworkers in Iquique and then have a "tiny honeymoon," said Ciuffardi.
They fly back home Friday -- with a remarkable story to tell.
MALTESE PEOPLE SCATTERED ALL OVER AUSTRALIA
This journal keeps me updated what is happening in the communities around
the world. | was pleased to learn that the Maltese in Australia do not live only
oEEuSLAND in Melbourne and Sydney but Maltesgeopleare also found in Brisbane,

AUSTRALIA Gold Coast, Adelaide, Mackay, Townsville, Cairns, Rockhampton, Canberra,

' Perth and in many other regions and even in Tasmania.

swmwaes/ | never miss an edition and | keep all on a USB and every now and ltigen
| — . through them. Alegacy toour future generations.

W

- JohrOsborne(Micallef) ¢ WA
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Invitation to foreign visitors to take the
opportunity and visit Malta this year

In his speech inaugurating Valletta 18 at the Mediterranean Conference Centre, Valletta Mayor Professor

Al exi ei Dingli said the very title Valletta 18 r e
attract thousands of visitors to Valletta. The e ar
levels. The activities planned wi | | not only recall Vallettabts gl ri
provide an indication of where the country and its people are heading. He said that today, Valletta has

become a global city, a blend of different cultures as can be clearly seen not only through its architecture

but through the people who are the soul of the city.

AFrom a hidden jewel, Vall etta haXsobblieallefsuccessfifjul
Fondazzjoni Valletta 2018 Chairperson, Jason Micallef, said that from a neglected city that was
gradually deteriorating, it has been successfully transformed as a capital city teeming with life and
activities, a city fully aware of its local and international potential. He said Valletta was a hidden jewel

but from this year onwards it will no longer remain hidden.

Micallef said the Foundation has prepared to offer events at international level in all arts sectors.

He said that Valletta will never again be allowed to deteriorate because there is a need for cities to be
connected, be accessible, will have security and cleanliness and will be sustainable as well as resilient.

He said that Valletta 18 will be an exciting new start leading to even greater things.

ifvall etta had al most become an ar chaeoleithasaadw sifft e
| eas e @& DeolDéebhatdsba - Parliamentary Secretary for Valletta 18, Dr Deo Debattista, said this

is an event for all the people of Malta and Gozo from all areas and not just from Valletta.

He said the city had gone through a quiet phase and had almost become an archaeological and

historical site and had lost its past vivacity. However, today one begins to believe that Valletta can

spring back to life because it is embarking on a renaissance which began in 2011 when the past
administration nominated Valletta to the European Commission.

2018 will be an exciting year é Project VaOwerttjh 1
Bonnici - Minister for Culture Dr Owen Bonnici said that Valletta 18 has already attained a feeling of

success, even before the start of 2018.

From a state of abandonment over many years, the situation has changed drastically. He explained a

number of projects completed, including the Manoel Theatre, the facade of Palazzo Ferreria, Palazzo
Verdelinand St J-Gatheddak Co

He added 2018 will see many exciting capital project developments during which there will be the

i nauguration of a National Museum f or Arts, MU t|jA ,
Another ambitious project is that of placing Malta on the UNESCO map formally.

ifThe hall marks of this Maltese and Eur openlJoseple st v«
Muscat - Prime Minister Dr Joseph Muscat said that culture is people and that Valletta 18 will offer
authenticity. He said the country will not be inventing the wheel or be claiming exaggerations or showing

a picture of not as we really are. Everything will be authentic.

He said Valletta 18 gives us an opportunity of showing the heritage left to us by our forbearers.

The PM said Valletta is a precise model for the country and its people i a hard-working people that

takes culture to heart and manifests this in diverse forms in thoughts, ideas and emotions.

Dr Muscat said lengthy preparations have been made. He praised the Minister for Justice, Culture

and Local Government, Owen Bonnici, Parliamentary Secretary for the Rights of Consumers and
Valletta 18, Deo Debattista, the Chairperson of Valletta 18, Jason Micallef, as well as the hundreds
of artists and workers who have given their services throughout the year. He also thanked his
predecessor Dr Lawrence Gonzi for his work in helping Valletta to reach this day.
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The distinctive Maltese cross makes
Air Malta aircraft instantly recognisable.
The airline began in 1974, a decade after

Malta gained independence and the

same year it became a republic. The

cross is a powerful symbol of the
island's identity and its new place in the

»;

4 & of
INTERNATIONAL HOLIDAY CAMP M alta

& GREAT BRITAIN

Volunteers  have  the &
honour of hosting the Internatlonal Holiday Camp
AugUSt 2018)ver 450 young people with disabilities and volunteers will come together

in the UK for a once in a lifetime week of fun, friendship and adventure. Guests have had the
opportunity to kayak, horse-ride, fly in light aircrafts, scuba dive, and try indoor skydiving. We
aim to provide them with a holiday they will never forget.

Delegations will travel from 26 countries around the world to take part in the camp. Recent
camps have been held in France, the Netherlands, Ireland and Austria. Guests receive 24-
hour care from volunteer helpers of the same age often resulting in lifelong friendships.

Filfla Island - Malta

Filfla island is located on the open sea in from of the Blue
Grotto attraction.

If you love diving this is one of the diving holiday sites you
can enjoy while being in Malta.

Around this area other dives at the Blue Grotto can be
enjoyed. The East Reef dive, West Reef and caves, Um El
Faroud artificial reef and Ghar Lapsi a few kilometres away.

THE DIVE - Diving is only possible after prior permission
is sought from the Ministry of Environment. The dive requires a minimum of advanced
certificate with depths of over 30 meters. Arriving here is only by boat from Wied iz-Zurrieq
and all diving is conducted from the boat as no mooring can go close to the shore due to
the many boulders around the island at various heights. Due to the depth of the deep blue
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https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi4n6Tl-97YAhUoiFQKHR6fA0UQjRwIBw&url=http://www.maltacamp2018.co.uk/&psig=AOvVaw339-IvN8VDOUp9tdJZl_Pf&ust=1516276874649395
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sea it is very possible to encounter large fish like tuna and barracuda. Under is clean and
clear as there is no human intervention. Divers rate it as absolutely beautiful.

GEOLOGY AND HISTORY - The Maghlag geomorphological fault formed the islet of
Filfla island and the nearby rock formations which we see today many thousand years ago
since at that time it was part of the mainland.

For the Maltese the sea that separates the two islands is called LI-F |1 i egu t a & THjfel
Filfla Channel 6. When the British ruled Mal tfja
named after H.E. General Sir Walter Norris Congreve, a British Governor of Malta who
served from 1924 to 1927.

He used to come very frequently to this area, and he had written in his testament that his
ashes are to be buried in this channel and so named after him. His memorial is situated
close to the coast adjacent to the Hamrija coastal tower and the prehistoric sites of Mnajdra.

THE LOCATION - on the most south point of Malta the island of Filfla is just 5
kilometRES on 3.1 miles from Malta. Six hectares in size or 60,000 square meters of land
with a circumference of 800 meters, and the highest point 60 meters above sea level a flat
plateau. It is the most southerly tip of Malta with another smaller island beside lying
southwest just 100 meters away called Filfoletta all part of the Maltese archipelago.

THE CHAPEL - It is said that there was a chapel built in 1343 but was destroyed by the
earthquake in 1856 of which today there is nothing left.

At the time a priest used to cross with a boat to go to the chapel to say mass, probably
also with other inhabitants who lied in this area. Due to the conditions of the sea many
times it was difficult to cross and permission was granted to close the church.

From then onwards probably no one used to go any more and the building was not
maintained and started crumbling.

TARGET PRACTICE - The British were present on the Maltese islands from 1813 till
1964 and for 200 years they used it for target practice.

After the Second World War, between 1945 to 1971, the Royal Air Force together with
NATO forces continued to use the island for target practice using battle ships and aerial
bombing. This unfortunately reduced the island to its present shape changing its physical
features.

SANCTURAY AND NATURAL RESERVE - Filfla island became a bird sanctuary

in 1980 and on 1st June 1988 through the Filfla Natural Reserve Act became a natural
reserve for all plants and animals resident or migratory which exist in the wild state on the
island.

Within a natural mile around the island fishing is also prohibited. At the same time
unexploded ordinance is scattered all around and is dangerous.

Access is only possible for educational or scientific purposes through permission from the
ministry of environment.

It is said that a long time ago the chapel used to offer refuge to seamen during storms.
Food and water used to be left there for those who seek refuge. At the time also wild rabbits
inhabited the island and were surely used as food.

WILD INHBAITANT ON FILFLA ISLAND - Filfla is inhabited by the European

Storm Petrel, Cory's Shearwater and Yellow-legged Gull where breed here. A wall lizard
and door snails are residents of this island.

| had once heard a legend regarding Filfla i right opposite on the mainland, is the site know as Il Magluba
a big quarry-like space. Legend says that where the Magluba now stands, there was a tiny village where
its inhabitants were terribly bad people, and there was just an old solitary woman who used to pray
incessantly for the people to reform, but to no avail, God was fed up of them and threw down to hell (thus
the hole) but the were so bad that not even the devil wanted them !! and threw the whole hamlet back and
it landed in the sea 1 thus being Fifla!! (Originated by Ron Borg i Adelaide i Australia)
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Victoria Lines, Gnien | -Gharusa in Mosta to be restored

Tuesday, 23 January 2018, 11:54ast update: about 18 hours ago

Gnien  |-Gharusa
tal-Mosta z Mosta
Bride Garden
;%; - : which is a large
G\n'u;n : recreational area
| Gharusa tal-Mosta i~ Mosta  wil
undergo
Q‘ upgrading works
after the Planning
Commission gave
: ! - i i its consent for the
project to go ahead, the Planning Authorlty said in a statement The garden located in Tr|q Misrah Ghonoq abuts
part of the Victoria Lines and the former WW?2 Civil Defense Headquarters with its underground shelters z all
structures are scheduled as Grade 1 buildings.
Valuable restoration works will be carried out on those parts of the Victoria Lines which run through the
CAOAAT 80 DAOEI AOAO odtlndtelyA id Alacds AvheheCtAeAvills Rave collapsed , the original
material is still found on site. Some other areas are distorted from non- matching stones built with a different
technique to the original style. Here, the wall will need to be rebuilt  using the same materials, size of masonry
and techniques as in the original parts of the Victoria Lines. This will  ensure that th e uniformity of the Lines is
respected. Graffiti sprayed on the outer facade of the fortifications will also be removed.
The works in the 23,700m2 garden will also include the rehabilitation of the existing passageway and the
installation of new benches and lighting. A gazeboand A AEEIT AOAT 80 Pl AU AOAA nstré |
the safety to visitors , an existing reservoir will be covered and timber railing will be installed the westside of
the garden overlooking the road.
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Co{ ¢!
CONCERT

Organised by the Friends of Providence House NS\

IN AID OFiD-DAR TAIPROVIDENZAMALTA
Sunday 25 Februg 2018 at 2.00 pm
At LaVallette Social Centre
175 Walter Road, Blacktown NSW
Special Guest Artist

Joe Galea and Stacey Saliba, Alee and Charles Mus

Supported by Martin Vella, the Vellas Sisters
and the popular MCA Choir

An afternoon of GreaEntertainment, Prizes and Fun

Travel Voucher Prize for Lucky Donor Envelope
Chocolate Wheel, with fabulous prizes to be won
Maltese Food and Drinks from 12 Noon
Donation: Adults $10 Children under 15 Free
FOR BOOKING CONTACT:
Greg and Agnes Caruana on 962
9636 7767
Proudly Sponsored by
BREAKAWAY TRAVEICONTACT 9522 7799

¢! Q OIPBEAALNY

B3 or Jim Borg on

MALTESE YOUTHS OF SA

The Maltese Youth of South
Australia together with the Malta
Community Chest Fund Australia

are proud to announce our first
Fundraising Gala Dinner in
Adelaide, with all profits going
directly to the Malta COMMUNITY
CHEST FUND IN MALTA.
Saturday 10th March 2018
KRYSTAL FUNCTION CENTRE
(Port Adelaide, South Australia)
7:00pm till Midnight
Gather all your family and friends
and put a table together.
We would love to see the support of
other states. Email me on
mj_agius@hotmail.com for
accommodation in quires nearby.
Contact Tessa on 0410 890 225 or
Jane Agius on 08 8268 7168 for
bookings! Tickets out NOW!!

We will be organising a bus from
bion to Morwell for the Latrobe Valley Festival.
The coach will be leaving Albion
27 Talmage Street @ 7.30am
The return trip will leave Morwell @3:30
$25 per head Seat are limited
not many seats left . To Book Please call
Sandi Didus Vice President
0435818217

-4pm

w MALTESE COMMUNITY COUNCIL OF VICTORIA

Come and enjoy a good atmosphere & friendship

FRIDAY BINGO WITH MALTESE MEALS
Hingo session every Friday night with Maltese /6\ <
meals served from 5.30pm X A%
\enue: Maltese Community Centre,

417 Royal Parade, Parkwille
lame:  From 5.30pm
Hingo Eyes Dawn at 7.00 pm

The MCCV appreciates your valued support

*LATROBE VALLEY »*

MALTESE FESTA |

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17TH 2018
10AM UNTILAPM KERNOT HALL MORWELL

FUN = FOOD = FRIENDSHIP

GREAT ENTERTAINMENT - TRADITIONAL MALTESE FOOD
HEAPS OF FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY
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Aspiring Malteste AcnhtdeAst
and TeachodMaViegmal ta.c

Donna Borg is spreading the love for the Maltese language
Johnathan Cilia

Everyone knows that London is a big multicultural city that is a

magnet of talent. There are people from all over the world in

London, but one aspiring Maltese actress has utilised her

mother tongue as a way to make a mark in the big city.

Donna Borg moved to London to study professional acting after

being awards the Malta Arts Scholarshipin 2015 and

has successfully graduated from atwo-year professional acting
course at the prestigious Drama Studio London.

She's since gone from height to height, working with people
like David Tucker, director of 'Eastenders’, Alan Hescott, writer of 'Thomas & Friends', as well as directors
of several popular British comedies like 'I'm Alan Partridge', 'Smack the Pony', and 'Horrible
Histories'. She's performed everywherefrom The Theatre Royal Stratford East to The Phoenix Artist Club
and has recentlybeen cast in a production of 'Frankenstein' at the Abbey Theatre in February and March
2018.

But acting isn't all she does, and Donna has another passionthe Maltese language.And she's been
teaching the beautiful Maltese languageto foreigners in London throughout her time there.

"A month before moving to London | was approached by the founders of the Maltese Culture Movement
in the UK who told me there were many people in London who had been interested in learning Maltese for
a long time," Donna told to Lovin Malta.

"I have a Bachelor's Degree in Maltese and a Masters in Maltese Linguistics as well as experience teaching
students of various ages and levels. | always loveddgaching and | think it goes hand in hand with acting so

| was very excited at the prospect of teaching my language in another country. In April 2016 | set up the
first Maltese for Beginners course in London."

She is predominantly catering for second generdion Maltese children living in the UK or people wanting
to learn the language of their Maltese spouse or partner, but the response so far has been incredible.

"I've had about 100 students so far and receive weekly emails from people wanting to learn. Ifeel very
honoured to be doing this and | have also met some of the most enthusiastic and passionate students ever,"
she says.

"Maltese works in a very different way to English so beginners normally find it very fascinating but equally
challenging," she continued. "I would say pronouncing some of the sounds can be quite difficult at first,
especially in the case of words with Maltese 'q' liked a t,noqggtioaqgqqygni and with
with double consonants such as kellem' and 'sajjar ', and pronouncing the 'r" at the end of words are also a
bit of a challenge initially. Also, the English verb doesn't change much, for example: 'l wrote', 'he wrote’,
'‘we wrote' etc., but in Maltese we have jien ktibt ', 'hu kiteb','at na K eétdi."b n a

"In English the same form of the adjective is used for feminine, masculine and plural eg: 'a good man’, 'a
good woman', 'good people’, but in Maltese this changes:t a F e | ', ‘marg tajba b 'nies tajba/tajbin ' so
knowing if a noun is feminine, masculin e or plural and which adjective form to use can be tricky at first!"
she says.

The otherness of the Maltese language to the students didn't dampen their enthusiasm however, and it
didn't put the students off from learning the language.

'| would rather say it's the opposite as it makes them want to understand in more details how it all works!
English speakers normally love the sound of certain Maltese words such egpagpaq’,Ca f &dUa q O
which always puts a smile on their face. They are also fascinaéd by how a single word can have various
elements of different origin, eg. 'ipparkja ' and 'editjah ' where 'park’ and 'edit' are English but the structure
is uniquely Maltese," she says.

While it can be "tough at times" learning all her acting materials, pr eparing for stage time, as well as dealign
with "singing, accents, stage combat, different types of dance such as flamenco, tango and waltz, yoga,
microphone technique, radio plays, commercials, mask and clowning, improvisation," she saysthat "I
enjoyed every second of it and | will always consider it one of the best decisions I've ever made in my life."
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