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CHOGM Malta 

2015  finally here!  

With CHOGM fast approaching, 

finishing touches are being laid. We are 

delighted by a significant number of 

accreditations and positive feedback 

from all those involved far and wide.  
 

The figures are impressive. Coming to the island are 5,000 delegates and 1,000 journalists. They will 
be supported by 500 volunteers in 10 of the chosen venues.   

Anticipation was instilled when Malta hosted the Valletta summit on Migration last week on the 11th 
and 12th of November.  

This event saw the use of some of the 78 luxury vehicles provided by Volvo for these two special 
occasions. An announcement was made that these vehicles shall be auctioned off on Saturday 5th 
December with all proceeds going to L-Istrina 2015 ï The Malta Community Chest Fund.  

As one of the most anticipated events of the CHOGM, this newsletter shines the light on the official 
opening ceremony, taking place on the 27th November at the Mediterranean Conference Centre in 
Valletta. This ceremony will be transmitted globally via CHOGM Malta 2015 and is expected to be an 
emotionally engaging, multi-media performance that will reflect the commonalities of Commonwealth 
nations and highlight the CHOGM theme of óAdding Global Valueô.  

We also had the pleasure of interviewing His Excellency Kamalesh Sharma, the Commonwealth 
Secretary General. This being his last tenure in this position, he speaks of his expectations for this 
yearôs CHOGM and portrays confidence in the Commonwealth acting as an admirable global leader, 
equipped to back the global development agenda. He hopes that the commitment and diligence with 
which he led his position will be recognised as such ï we are confident it will.  

An overview of the programme of events for the state visit by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, in 
conjunction with the CHOGM, is available in the Events section of this newsletter. It also features 
details of the separate engagements planned for the Duke of Edinburgh, the Prince of Wales and the 
Duchess of Cornwall. 

We hope those travelling to Malta for the events will have a safe journey and we invite all those who 
cannot be physically present to stay updated via CHOGM Malta 2015.  
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 THE PRINCE OF WALES AND THE DUCHESS OF CORNWALL IN MALTA NEXT 
WEEK  BY GOZO NEWS ·www.gozonews.com NOVEMBER 19, 2015 

As previously announced, The Queen, accompanied by The Duke 
of Edinburgh, will make a State Visit to Malta and attend the 
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) next 
week in Valletta. The Prince of Wales, accompanied by The 
Duchess of Cornwall, will also attend CHOGM in support of The 
Queen.  

Highlights of the visit will include a full ceremonial welcome in St 
George's Square, Valletta, a reception hosted by The Queen for 
the people of Malta, as well as the colourful pageantry of the 
CHOGM opening ceremony and Heads of Government dinner.  

The UK's Foreign and Commonwealth Office said that the State 
Visit, as well as separate engagements undertaken by The Duke 

of Edinburgh, The Prince of Wales and The Duchess of Cornwall during the visit, will celebrate The Royal Family's 
enduring affection for Malta: its people, its history and its future.  

Similarly, engagements centred on CHOGM will acknowledge the potential of the modern Commonwealth and its young 
people, reinforcing Her Majesty's Commonwealth message earlier this year when she said: "We are guardians of a 
precious flame, and it is our duty not only to keep it burning brightly but to keep it replenished for the decades ahead."  

This will be the fourth time The Prince of Wales will attend CHOGM. The Prince of Wales's attendance at CHOGM will 
reflect his 40 years as an advocate for global sustainability and youth opportunity.   Among other engagements he will 
attend the Special Session on Climate Action and address the CHOGM Business Forum.  

Press Relaese ïMalta High Commission in ACT Australia 

A Minute of Silence at the French Embassy  in Canberra  

 

 Governor General Peter Cosgrove signs the Condolence 
Book 

 
In the wake of the Friday, 13 November terror 

attacks in Paris, which took the lives of 129 and left 
others physically and emotionally injured, a minute 
of silence was observed in front of the lawn of the 
French Embassy in Canberra on 16 November 
2015, attended by His Excellency Charles Muscat, 
High Commissioner for Malta, and EU 
Ambassadors, led by EU Head of Delegation. H.E. 

Mr. Sem Fabrizi. 
 
Also present were the Governor General of the Commonwealth of Australia, H.E. General the Hon. Peter 

Cosgrove and Mrs. Lynne Cosgrove and other dignitaries and the general public. French Ambassador, H.E. 
Mr. Christophe Lecourtier addressed everyone and thanked them for their show of solidarity in this hard and 
trying times.  The French National Anthem was sung immediately after. 

 
The Governor General and Mrs. Cosgrove laid a wreath and were followed by others present.   
The Condolence book was also opened and signed by the Governor General and Mrs. Cosgrove followed 

by High Commissioners and Ambassadors, including H.E. Charles Muscat.  Flags were flown at half mast at 
chanceries and residences of EU Member States. 

http://gozonews.com/author/xc4c4h8a0/
http://gozonews.com/59001/four-members-of-the-royal-family-will-make-state-visit-to-malta/
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiTz4vvsKDJAhXFipQKHRZDAxIQjRwIBw&url=http://www.today.com/news/prince-charles-camilla-celebrate-9-years-marriage-improved-image-2D79501414&psig=AFQjCNEaT5xbvIKTBfdx3Kp3wgmkmUDrrw&ust=1448156252175001
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/nov/16/in-vigils-and-memorials-australians-support-french-after-paris-attacks
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MULTICULTURALISM IN  CANADA  

How did Canada become so multicultural? This answer has its roots in 
the 17th century where both French and English colonies settled in 
Canada, and continued through the next centuries. With the 
Revolutionary War in the US, many who were loyal to England fled the 
US for fear of being on the wrong side. As things settled, immigrants 
from Europe looked at Canada as a safe haven to get away from the 
overcrowding, poverty, disease, taxes, the banking system, and 
religious intolerance, to start a new life. 

Although Canada was quite open to immigration, it was far from 
prejudicial freedom, as we can see from the treatment of first nations 

inhabitants, as well as other newcomers used to build the trans-Canada railway. However with the fur trades of 
the 18th & 19 centuries, interactions with aboriginals increased, and they began to intermarry (the Metis).  In 
1812, the US invaded Canada in an attempt to take over the country, but with the support of England, the 
eventually repelled them off. This is when the forts along the St Lawrence were built. 

As conflict arose in the 1830ôs between the French & English colonies, England began encouraging more 
settlement in Canada, and eventually the English overpowered the French. However the French were allowed 
to maintain their culture & language.   As the American Civil War broke out (1860-1865), many slaves escaped 
to Canada (who had already abolished slavery), with the support of great Canadians like Laura Secord. 

By 1867, the BNA act amalgamated 4 provinces (Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick , Nova Scotia), into a 
confederation, and in 1897 had its first Prime Minister Sir Wilfred Laurier. 

In the years following, Canada experienced two new waves of immigrants with masses of Jews, Poles, 
Ukrainians and Asians recruited to work on farms & fisheries, and in mines & factories. The second wave hit 
with immigrants looking to escape the two World Wars (I &II), and the devastation left in Europe.  With its 
centennial year in 1967, Canada was made a nation separate from England with its own flag, and began to 
open its doors wider to immigration. This gave way to visible minorities  from China, India, Southease Asia, 
and the Carribbean. 

In 1971 the P.M. Pierre Elliot Trudeau made Canada the first country in the world to develop a Multiculturalism 
Platform, adopting the two official national languages of French & English, and in 1988, Ottawa passed the 
Multicultural Act which was meant to ensure that all individuals of various cultures receive equal treatment from 
the government, to promote & respect diversity in Canada. 

The Employment Equity Act of 1995 required all employers in Canada to hire a percentage of their staff from 
the groups containing: women, disabled persons, Aboriginals and other visible minorities. This gave place to 
immigrants to obtain jobs that appeared previously restricted, such as the RCMP, police, and military. 

Today in Canada, multiculturalism is honoured in many ways, such as with festivals like the Quebec Winter 
Fair, Caribana, The International Film Festival, the CNE, and Multiculturalism Day on June 27.  Throughout its 
history, its clearly evident that Canada has taken great strides in ensuring all cultures, visible minorities and 
ethnicities feel welcome in this country that is celebrated globally as a the most peaceful, friendly, multicultural 
nation in the world today. 

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOaZ1bPanckCFaHbpgod2ZoCpg&url=http://www.islamophobiatoday.com/2010/11/20/multiculturalism-in-canada/&psig=AFQjCNGwPuLKuuSAY2oaOMBiA9fyVnZ3sw&ust=1448063391200790
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MALTA MIGRATION MUSEUM  - Dar l -Emigrantõ,  Castille Place  Valletta VLT 1062   

People of Maltese origin can be found almost everywhere in the world but mainly in the main 

destinations where European emigration started as from the middle of the 19th century, including in 

Northern Africa, England, France, Spain, Turkey, Australia, Canada, the US and South America. The size 

of the Maltese Diaspora living in these countries and others is estimated to be much greater than the 

population of the Maltese Isl ands. 

The goal of this project is to create a Migration Museum as a primary attraction to both visitors to 

Malta (especially the several thousands of ex-Maltese migrants or their descendants) as well as local 

residents, given that almost all families in Malta have in some way or other been affected over the years 

by the phenomenon of migration. It will depict the status of Malta over the past 200 years, explain the 

existence of Maltese people who left, and their links to Malta with Maltese communities overs eas. It will 

also record how emigration started and developed and how the communities of Maltese emigrants 

integrated in the various countries of adoption and what they contributed to these places.  

Another aim of the museum is to enable the Maltese in Malt a and the Maltese communities abroad to 

better understand the reality of the phenomenon of migration and the value of social inclusion. The 

council appeals to anyone who could offer migration related material to the museum for the history of 

Maltese emigration to be fully represented to contact the council. It is also interested in hearing from 

anyone who can offer personal services or provide financial assistance.   Tel: (+356) 21222644 

Or contact the Director ð Father Alfred Vella  Email: fravella@onvol.net  or mecmalta@vol.net.mt   

PS; THE MALTESE NEWSLETTERS ð THE JOURNAL OF THE MALTESE DIASPORA ARE ALL ARCHIVED AT 

THE MUSEUM 

 
 

 

mailto:fravella@onvol.net
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCPmE35yKj8kCFeNdpgodoF8Kgg&url=http://www.slideshare.net/josephineebejergrech/maltese-folklore&psig=AFQjCNHFaIe6pP1wEeNKxB5PaaVZA7RJMA&ust=1447561117926365
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MALTA AND THE ANZACS: 
THE NURSE OF THE 
MEDITERRANEAN  

IN THE AUSTRALIAN MEDIA 

aŀƭǘŀΩs Anzac 
Legacy 

CHRONICLING MALTESE AID IN WWI 
FIGHT by Sarah Spencer ς Reporter ς 
THE MESSENGER ς ADELAIDE, SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA 

a![¢!Ω{ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƪ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƴŘŜŘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ 5ƛƎƎŜǊǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ L ƘƻƭŘǎ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ 
Prospect Ƴŀƴ CǊŀƴƪ {ŎƛŎƭǳƴŀΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ 
Frank, who migrated from Malta in 1965 and is the Honorary Consulate of Malta in SA, says compiling a book 
ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ Ωǎ !ƴȊŀŎ ŎŜƴǘŜƴŀǊȅ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ ŀǎ ƘŜ ŘŜƭǾŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
80,000 wounded Allied soldiers who received care in Malta. There were were 276 who never made it home 
and found their permanent resting in Malta. 
Malta and the Anzacs: The Nurse of the Mediterranean acknowledges the link between his home country and 
the Anzacs who lefǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǎŀŎǊƛŬŎŜΦ 
ά¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƴȊŀŎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŘƛŀǊƛŜǎΣ ŬǊǎǘ-ƘŀƴŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƭŘ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎΣέ Φ 
ά!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ aŀƭǘŀ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ Ŭghting, the Maltese were active in repairing ships, as well as 
crewing them. Over 600 Maltese were killed, mostly at sea. 
ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ƴǳǊǎŜǎ ǿƘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ aŀƭǘŜǎŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ aŀƭǘŀ ŀƴŘ L have 
photographs of them in the book. ' άL ŀƭǎƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƭŜǇǊƻǎȅ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƭŀǊƛŀΣ ŘȅǎŜƴǘŜǊȅΣ ǘȅǇƘƻƛŘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜƴŎƘ ŦŜǾŜǊΦέ 
The author took copies of the book to Malta in April and presented a copy to several dignitaries including the 
President of Malta, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Archbishop of Malta, the Australian High 
Commissioner and the Chairman of the Malta Anzac Committee, Mr. Nicholas Bonello. 
The Malta RSL Sub Branch of SA received funding from the Department of Veterans Affairs office for the 
publication of the book and for a memorial with the names of 18 World War I Anzac soldiers from SA who are 
buried in Malta, which was installed at Prospect Memorial Gardens in July. 
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HABANA PIONEERS 
FOUND TIME FOR 

SOCCER - 1926 
 

The Maltese men of Mackay, 
Queensland, took another pioneering 
step when in 1926 they formed their 
own soccer team ς believed to have 
been the first all-Maltese soccer team in 

Australia.  Most of the players lived and worked in the Habana district so they played under that name, 
wearing jerseys presented to them as a sign of goodwill by Jim Love of the Imperial Hotel in Victoria Street.  

Pictured are from back row left: Paul Bartolo. P Calleja, AF Vella, Tony Saliba, S. Portelli, Tony Borg 
Middle rown: Jim Camilleri, Andy Frendo, P. Camilleri, J.Deguara, C. Deguara 
Front row fromleft: J Fenech, Paul Camilleri and Jim Camilleri. 

 
NOSTALGIA  FROM  HABANA,  MACKAY,  QUEENSLAND  

 


