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THE JOURNAL OF THE MALTESE DIASPORA

MALTESE NEWSLETTER

BUILDING BRIDGES BETWEEN MALTESE ALL OVER THE WORLD

We salute the Maltese organizations in South
Australia for their sterling work among the
members of the Maltese community
The Maltese Guild of South Australia
The Chaplain Festivities Group
The Maltese RSL Sub branch
The Maltese Queen of Victories Band
The St Catherine Society of SA

Maltese Queen of Victories Band

Challgngges Pedication The Maltese Senior Citizens of SA
)it - The Maltese Community Radio EBIfm
Pevotion TN ¢ Commitment The Blue Grotto Maltese Program PBAfm

The Society of Christian Doctrine
The Maltese Aged Care Association of SA
Other institutions
ESTABLISHED 1981 Consulate for Malta in SA
THE MALTESE NEWSLETTER SALUTES THE MQVB Maltese Chaplaincy
Maltese Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Hejart
THE MALTESE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Hehigvements ! Cultare

CROSSING OVER
One last step in Malta, one first step in Australia,
two steps that changed me from an emigrant to immigrant,
as | took the plunge and crossed the Rubicon of an unchartered destiny.
Can a migrant change his identity the way he changes his nationality?
This is the question that seeks an answer.

MINN NAHA GHAL OHRA
L-ahhar pass f’Malta, I-ewwel pass fl-Awstralja,
zewg passi li bidluni minn emigrant ghal immigrant,
xhin gtajta li mmur ‘il hinn mir-Rubikon ta’ dad-destin.
Jista l-immigrant jibdel l-identita’ l-istess kif jista jbiddel in-nazzjonalita’?
Din hija I-mistogsija li tfittex it-twegiba.

(The late) Manwel Nicholas Borg - Victoria - Australia
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MALTESE PEOPLE ARE IN EVERY CORNER OF THE WORLD
MALTESE AT BROKEN HILL NSW

Broken Hill is an isolated mining city in the far west of outback New South Wales, Australia. The "BH" is the world's
largest mining company, BHP Billiton, refers to "Broken Hill" and its early operations in the city. Broken Hill is located
near the border with South Australia on the crossing of the Barrier Highway and the Silver City Highway , in the Barrier
Range. It is 315 m (1,033 ft) above sea level, with a hot desert climate. The closest major city is Adelaide, the capital of
South Australia, which is more than 500 km to the southwest. Broken Hill has been referred to as "The Silver City", the
"Oasisoft he West", and the "Capital of the Outback?o
Although over 1,100 km (684 mi) west of Sydney and surrounded by semi-desert, the town has prominent park and
garden displays and offers a number of attractions such as the Living Desert Sculptures.
From Afghan cameleers to Filipino book-keepers and Maltese
miners, this is the story of Broken Hill's non-English speaking migrants;
people who arrived in a harsh and alien outback mining town and chose
e L to call it home.
' 1 It was really diffcult in Malta. | had an uncle who had migrated to
Broken Hill fifty years previously. He was really happy, so when |
was seventeen | decided to leave Malta and join him in Broken
Hill. Rosina (Rose) Micallef
1 Dad had a house ready for us in Crystal Street. There were two
or three houses with one big yard. No fences between us and we
were all Maltese. Emily Tonna
1 We chose Broken Hill because there was work available on the
mines; we brought our families out to join us and helped them

? VL N become part of the Broken Hill community.

Charlie said that when they left Malta, 1 We had the Maltese Club. It was next door to where the Duke of
they had so much bad weather between Cornwall is now. The Club was for Maltese only. We used to
Malta and France, they almost drowned gamble at baccarat. Paul Sultana

three times... 1 We travelled by ship or aeroplane to reach this country. Often the

trip was long and uncomfortable. We were apprehensive about
the new life that awaited us.
1 I realised | didn't want to leave here. My home may not be as beautiful as other homes but to me it is beautiful.
Dina Spagnol
1 Ten of us left school together; a few decided to go to Australia and we were like sheep; we followed one another.
Paul Sultana
1 We left on the "Orsova" on the 22nd of May, 1961. The trip out wasn't very easy or pleasant. The yrst
were really sad, because we left our family. It was an English ship so we couldn't talk to anybody because we
didn't know the language. Marija Zammit
1 | can remember my grandmother dressed in black, waving her hanky at us. Many arrived and knew no-one. We
were apprehensive, lonely and confused in a land about which we knew so little. Some were greeted by family and
friends. We shared tears, laughter and a wonderful sense of relief that we had finally arrived. We experienced language
difficulties, isolation and loneliness. We shared extreme weather conditions with our neighbours. Dust storms water
restrictions were part of life.

Life was not easy for the early Maltese migrants in Australia
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The Maltese Queen of Victories Band atelAustralia Day Parade in Adelaidf

On the 26th January this year the Maltese
Queen of Victories Band of South Australia
participated in the Australia Day Parade
which started from Franklin Street to Elder
Park near the Adelaide Oval

The band assembled at the starting point at
4.30pm, were a large open tray truck was
assigned for our band. This truck was
decorated with the Australian, Maltese, Band
and State flags. It had many other
decorations such as the colourful Band
emblems, many blue, red and white balloons
and streamers. On the tray of the truck there
were 20 chairs set up to be occupied by the
musicians of the MQVB band.

Flinders Street was closed to all traffic. There
were many other participants of different
nations and cultures taking part in the parade
with their colourful costumes and various
musical instruments. There were also many
vintage cars, trucks and service vehicles
taking part in the parade

At 6.00pm sharp the parade started its way
along Flinders Street then on to King William
Street until it reached Elder Park. Our Band played joyful pieces of music all the way though. During the entire
route there were many people lined up on both sides watching and enjoying the parade, many waving the
Australia Flag.

As the parade reached Parliament House there was a stage set up for the Governor of South Australia Mr.
Hieu Van Le and Mrs Van Le and other state dignitaries watching the parade. Our team, [the Committee,
Musical Director, Musicians and Volunteers] worked very hard and did a great job to organise our contribution
in this parade. It was a great honour for our band to participate in the Australia celebrations. (Joe Chetcuti)

Darwin welcomes 67 new Aussie citizens - NT News

New Australian citizen

Sharmaine Warnakulaarachchiralalage

from Sri Lanka at the Flag Raising and Citizenship Ceremony
held at the Darwin Entertainment DARWIN welcomed 67 new
Australian citizens at the Entertainment Centre on Tuesday
morning. The new Australians originate from 23 countries
including Brazil, Belgium and Canada.

Darwin Lord Mayor Katrina Fong initiated the ceremony, saying
the service was aflfitves ya splean ¢d
what we can becfolmel,ov es hper csvaii ddi.fn g
ceremony and inducting new citizens to end their old citizenship

journey but begin their new AUst
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The Maltese Community in Belgium attends a reception to mark the 41st Anniversar

of Malta becoming a Republic

Reference Number: , Press Release Issue
Dec 2015

On Friday 11 December 2015, the Maltese
community in Belgium attended a reception
to mark the 41* anniversary of Malta
becoming a Republic as well as the festive
estivities. The reception was organised by
the Embassy of Malta in Brussels with the
cooperation of Mons. Alfred Vella, Special
Delegate of Mons. Archbishop Scicluna for
the Maltese living abroad.

Mons. Alfred Vella celebrated a holy mass
with the participation of an accompanying
choir. The choir consisted of employees
from the Permanent Representation, as
well as children of the Maltese community
living in Belgium, who prepared a repertoire
of Christmas carols for the occasion. Later,
Consul General Stefan Muscat and Mons.

Alfred Vella presented traditional Maltese cribs to the children.

In her speech H.E Marlene Bonnici said the Permanent Representation is currently undergoing extensive infrastructural
wor k ahead of the preparations of Mal t ads Presidency
accommodating all the personnel concerned. Ambassador Bonnici welcomed the new recruits and augured best wishes
for Christmas and New Year.

H.E Ray Azzopardi expressed gratitude towards the work of Mons. Alfred Vella and the services offered to the Maltese
community living in Belgium and Luxembourg. Ambassador Azzopardi explained that Mons. Alfred Vella commutes every
month to offer his services to the Maltese community living both in Belgium and Luxembourg. Furthermore, Ambassador
Azzopardi commended the initiative of Mons. Alfred Vella, which made it possible to hold a reception after the celebration
of the holy mass. Ambassador Azzopardi welcomed the aid of Air Malta as well as that of the caterers. Ambassador
Azzopardi expressed his appreciation towards all the volunteers who formed the choir specifically for this event.

Towards the end of his speech, Ambassador Azzopardi referred to the 41% anniversary of Malta becoming a Republic,
and commended the duties of all the employees, who were involved in the Valletta Summit and CHOGM 2015.
Ambassador Azzopardi reiterated that the employees involved worked meticulously towards their country, which in turn
made both activities a success. Ambassador Azzopardi greeted all the personnel who were involved in diplomatic duties
in the past year and augured them and their families a peaceful Christmas and a successful New Year.

H.E Ray Azzopardi expressed gratitude towards the work of Mons. Alfred Vella and the services offered to the Maltese
community living in Belgium and Luxembourg. Ambassador Azzopardi explained that Mons. Alfred Vella commutes every
month to offer his services to the Maltese community living both in Belgium and Luxembourg. Furthermore, Ambassador
Azzopardi commended the initiative of Mons. Alfred Vella, which made it possible to hold a reception after the celebration
of the holy mass. Ambassador Azzopardi welcomed the aid of Air Malta as well as that of the caterers. Ambassador
Azzopardi expressed his appreciation towards all the volunteers who formed the choir specifically for this event.

Towards the end of his speech, Ambassador Azzopardi referred to the 41% anniversary of Malta becoming a Republic,
and commended the duties of all the employees, who were involved in the Valletta Summit and CHOGM 2015.
Ambassador Azzopardi reiterated that the employees involved worked meticulously towards their country, which in turn
made both activities a success. Ambassador Azzopardi greeted all the personnel who were involved in diplomatic duties
in the past year and augured them and their families a peaceful Christmas and a successful New Year.

The reception was attended by the employees of the Malta Permanent Representation to the EU and the Embassy of
Malta in Brussels, as well as a number of Maltese living in Belgium and Luxembourg.
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Tlietpjaz e z s bi ek
Kitba talKav. Joe Attard Victoria, Gozo

6Non e06 mai i pattopuptasd wisg! r'Wairéa xhur tadé stennija,- pa
galb,issafil-Bel t Vi ctoria gkandna tliet pjazea Leewlne nlnmmi
il-Milied, is-Si ndku Uaglkellutg kVitcatlor i a, Dr SamullnsAizizioflao!
beltna stiednu lillkPr esi dent t aéb Malta<o|gkdzx1teee4tl|étbjazezamynarfaw
tant grib xulxin fil-Belt Victoria; Pjazza Indipendeza ma gk r uf a-q sche mi b-K a k ®jazdal
Savina u Pjazza San Gor e.

' lssa |i gkandi iktar kin |iberu, tadomapi sannhglkdéd
Xxi capuccino t akt -rxa&daixemxddax |jidavelku |5 ejjkisiesmatul iipart lekbira taldeeu r n ot a
Tassew Prosit | il dawkprkma8thtae K iresatawdlemuialf mgmbdapi nl k a jRabat]| u
tagkna, imma wkoll minn MaihtGr awzimi mwk ot &ntl i pajtjain®i Bmars| d |
jittobhom.
PjazzaSan Gorgr ari taraha vojta jew kwieta gkajr gk al-siesta; matuhiglk t e
nofs tad nhar -&dciod fwa fyafifotelaubin-niesimdawra mal-imwejjed tiekol, tixrob u tiddiskuti. Pjazza li
jien ingisdotitadbledlta Vs ctoria | i ti ntl Sdwaali haninlrekk me jedfua Rarotziruf q a
muturi biexil-pavi ment &di d | i jafkenemgsieveadius lillsksuan su 1 Ili mmi i tt ebbax [bo:
iekomdawl a tajjeb ukoll hekk kif jibda jidlam u xi kullf an
bkal |-ehprlfil-énimmy k destat tal-Patrun San Gdroe.si gkal hekk ukoll ma tf{eg
gkal kemm forsi mbal&mtdr kitem@tt arktunkdmi em | i jimpesta kul Il
Pjazza Indipendenzawk o | | issa fiha gkaxga u tassew ¢t i ns albmaiulittejabil| a
bini tal-Banka tal-/Eu r at i | i jmsiaslrtaskn uf 6ldianseirlva | i | GKiassadlestawkolyfiaca r-| mi
restawr; paviment sabik |i sfokmiea@t amént abos gilhd aklkii fpit ta
godma li nsibu hawnhekk; bosta drabi jfixklu wkollillgost tad dawk | i j kunu q e dvokaliiup pr
orkestrali meta mhux wukoll ikammé&éu |il dawk b-kohkitasgik@ar | N

hija pjazza nmrbenjumentwksaalbli kb itla 6-artiérRuraan GarldRRisj wact b qiddierh il-khisja gadima
tad San Gakbu (memaU8a wvomtéla®dUdinat pwi isi bAr Owlkalilet mesfdiyarr
kien keles | iFlra@ia wd e x Ninderialavkoldail-Kuniitat thikkna rins val ji eku ksi efb |
dawk | i | kun u-erclosuré biex mawdy l-ispekaklwtal-K &r ni val gk ax -bak g dbileti fbhgiaboU
wieked baxx!

Pjazza Savinawk o | | issa tinsab iktar organizzataeagk-ivhdmwhiantt-f§
istoriku u patrijott Rabti Monsinjur Luigi Vella li tana I-KnisjataF-Ad or az zj on i Perpet wa Jvasor 1%k a
gadim u popol ari kien ka i smewd fta@jon xiin Giklmuwdlxa pgneraa. Trei Cdjtt Sute
issa hawnhekk sistema tab par king tajbdswirmparktoddt if elji tti
gabel forsi titkajjar tidko i s-baakijidt esqib il-Bulettin [Gtard jipprepawek tajjebiirg) t i
Rettur tohawnhekk Monsinjur AFdikdkjaaknw 6Gidmwna HestbstalBoatjhmsq® a .
Sagrament . I nkoss | kien i mpor t arlietipjazezfil-qaladakbnd lut kWimomteort iff af u
i nbi dl-akijg&kralu t assewurdsihtglyi cPoosiat | il mhux darba u tnejn |&i
Belt Victoria.

Ni fhem | i bkal i ss aPlagng Field tal-Victaia gt il-Vil& Ruindle uinittama li ma ddumx ma tasal il-
@urnata | i naraw jacs@Kolf it adnireemut dviktotl lAid édké @ , i seamwh @& dko i da
istorja tagkna u | -barrahirg riejn ukoli inséou l4pjhzizat tal-Kaidraimli wkbll messitha x-xorti tar-
restawraturi u kontinwament tilqgaé bdi de j-Asauntau jantmirawval-kobpila d

unika li nsibu filkg Oe j j er Bd®abit-T @ Injl an u s d nmil $ Wi: UBd viel me rProsit lilKonsill leokalil t
tal-Belt Victoria!
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, ToAll Those Young at Hcar/t/
(51 valenline s KDa(z/
Ikborma fug tiieta toqgglko:
F6Jum San Va4 etnad nkir ar ll-festatal-ma k b u b i n
Madé Frar tasal, mistenni
Jgkidu illi Frar i mqgar g a Bigalnixtru lil xulxin.
Xejn mhu kelu, pjuttost kiefer,
U akjar toqgkodlu @ewwa Ja kanini kemm inkobbolk
Gkax i mqgit -dwiefeglk andu d Kieku taf xénagkmel gklal
Ki eku gkanxdabgklaus bi x
U gkal k e-iktanqgshjjar | Villa sbejka kont nagklti
Jaf ifawwar anke I-bjar;
Jokl oq keganaa fi tr Imma gkal kemm dawn bwi gt i
Wil-widien jimtlew sax-xfar. Ti bgaiémmi t ad gkajnejj q:
Ki eku -umisliua é |
| mma gkal k egwapkolthia n i | Ma takrabx minn takt ijde
Mi egku j& b &rajjiet sbiek;
Ki en -Ordidear) 1'i San Pawl t fGkrariankk a b b agofoli j a |
U Iil e&ensna kabb bi ski Kafer k klnédmo t al
Ti xbah a@ni-Buni mi ml i bi l
Tuldax-xaharin-ni es titbakrad, Friefet, vjoli, &i Ui mijn!
Tit b akMKamival f i |
Gk ax ki 4gawjngnk faglk n d Kav Joe M Attard
6Mhux darbfalejn insiru tfVictoria Gkawdex 2015
Fr Carmelo Sciberras is amongst several Broken Bay residents who have honours
this year in the 2016 Australia Day Awards. Rev. Father Carmelo John SCIBERRAS
OAM, Summerland Point - For service to the Catholic Church in Australia, and to the
Maltese community of N.S.W.
Catholic Church: Padre, NSW National Servicemen's Association and Affiliates,
current.Chaplain and Crew Member, NSW Marine Rescue, since 1996.
Chaplain, NSW Police Force, 1991-1998.Chaplain to several units of the Australian Defence
Force, 1983-2000, including: 1st Recruit Training Battalion Kapooka, 1993-1995;
1st/15th Royal New South Wales Lancers, Australian Army Reserve; and 8th Brigade.Senior
Chaplain, 2nd Division.Attained rank of Lieutenant Colonel. Ordained Catholic Priest in 1964.
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Are you planning to travel soon i will it affect your Age Pensiong

Did you know that if you're planning on leaving Australia your Age
Pension could be affected?

You can generally be paid Age Pe
outside Australia, regardless of whether you leave temporarily or live in
another country.

However, the amount you receive may change at certain points based
on how long you have been away and your personal circumstances.

You should tel |Austraiaifyowydr e | eavin

- are going to live in another country

- are leaving Australia for more than six weeks

- are paid under the terms of an international social Security

agreement or

- have returned to live in Australia within the last two years and you started being paid Age Pension during this period
. You can use Centrelink online account through myGov to tell us about your travel

plans and get tailored information on how your payments or concession cards could be affected.

If you don't have a myGov account, you can create one at my.gov.au

Find out more at humanservices.gov.au/paymentsoverseas

Tuesday, January 26, 2016JMES OF MALTA.CQiyPhilip LeoneGanado
High Commissioner weighs in on Australia Hall future

The High Commission is discussing possible uses for Australia Hall. Photo: Matthew Mirabelli
The Austrahan High Comm|55|oner is in contact with the owners of Australia Hall over possible uses for the site, having
: - called for the dilapidated historical building to be
restored for the benefit of the community.

AiThe private owner s hav
keepingme inf or med as they de
Jane Lambert told the Times of Malta yesterday

regarding the 100-year-old building, currently at the

centre of political controversy.

The High Commissioner, however, refused to give
her opinion on the possibility of the site being
developed in a manner that excluded access to the
public, insisting that any comme n t woul d
specul ationo.

Ms Lambert also declined to comment on whether
the Australian government would be willing to step
in financially to support the restoration of the buildi
it clear it would like to have the building restored as a meeting or conference centre, serving as a continuing memorial to
the thousands of Australian and New Zealand troops who have used the hall, but is yet to commit to any financial
involvement.

TheHigh Commi ssioner6s cautious tone came ahead of a hear|i

paying tax on the controversial transfer of the building in 2014. The private owners have been very helpful in keeping me
informed as they develop their plans

The PL declared the value of the property to be just G
I nland Revenue had originally wvalued it at U5.5 millio
metres, had already been sl ashed to 014,426 from an estimated 049,
original valwuation was reduced to U2 million.
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The PL is arguing in an appeal filed before an administrative tribunal that the party is, in fact, exempt from paying tax.
The party has consistently objected to the departmentds
been subject to a promise of sale and judicial proceedings, as well as restrictions on development and a political attack.

Australia Hall dates back to World War | when Malta was converted into a hospital centre and rest area for thousands of
the wounded and sick ANZACS from the Dardanelles campaign. During that period, the Australian Red Cross built
Australia Hall as a recreation centre for its co-nationals

The hall became the property of the Maltese government in 1978 and was later acquired by the Labour Party. It was
gutted by fire shortly afterwards and has remained in a dilapidated state ever since.

nktadur nal

taj bao
Charmaine Attard - 26/01/16

L-l sqof taé Gkawdex MaurrinoalGrsetc hg ksag
i jwassal akbeomeligfl-gbddi e sWuggrk all
Gk awd x-Knisja tas-$or i ji et F +BeltnVéetorsa k l-dsgoif

fakkar fl-i st edi na +Appoéstli BEx snimortu ifid-dinja kollha u

jxandru l-bxaratt aj b a, Al i ema st adisma ahik o
Semma li hu minnu li fostil-&dur nal i st i hemm dawk
biex iwasslu l-a k b a-kerha. | Spjega | i gkal kem
nafu bil-kronaka s-sewda, din trid tistimula lill-&u r nal i st i b

xi kaaa bi-eegatty@tgajeb.b u n

Ll sqof sakagurinialmeltma ljirrapporta akbar negat taifve,e mmar sii
jaqdi lis.s o Uj et ~ j kun ge@d&uf itbmg eedtda Imb igk a | s k o p-awi tal-fEu il ¢ ¥ n j eh'E[xJ
Mons. Grech appella lil dawk kollha fikmi dj a, spe&@jmrahaleingt il it &adé i spirazzjkomrio

gawwija biex jippromwovu I-mi Uer i k-eotj et f i s

Appellalhom ukoll biex jippruvaw jagktu tama |-k &wlbha nemd
dawk | i mégkandhomx s@dkikt@at ibji ieedsdofGageechihe mdak aldy | i -®bu niamp st
t-tbatija, il-frustrazzjoniul-i n&usti zzj a | i ma tidhirx, kif ukol/l i foka
dinjit” tagkhametdi gigkmiestii anha&zkomunkbkhkha jagktu vuUi
gkax f oéaur rkaalGiOmu hu gkodddlusfilépioteejrn nhiin jgkod n chw m Ritraitk Joe a |
Grech http://www.newsbook.com.m t/

——

L-gRan t akot ideabn kel I u biss skop edukattiv u
gkand aktar minn 1,000 ruk.

Facebook jew fuq I-e-mail artist@melita.com g
Ktieb Ta6 Jirklodi Palkeintabi et Tad Tar Uisju Zarb

L-Akj ar PoeUiji Tad6 Andrew Sciberras Minn
Met apoeUiji T aRiflesBjanijidl TabAwturi ZKaarsbsi eba Kbar
Prezz Tad6 10 Ewro Posta InkluUa

Min Irid Kopja Jistadé Jikkuntattja Lil An
Facebook
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FRAALPoeUi ji WTMeOmabjnojiZarb U
Sciberras

Nixtiequ nirringrazzjaw lis-Sur Charles Magro President takGkagda Poet. Ma|
tarrRevi sta Versi talli gitk Gamimut dyaedliktieb k e b mT aj 4 i
Zarb u Andrew Sciberras &ritika PrattikaL-e wwe |l Vol umo.

Min irid kopj aktigbitaepgokeudi D F Auw ttoasl kkantattjani fug D F  j| i

6

kdau
‘fil st
il

mil fl

i v
"jo
Kat

ee n



http://www.newsbook.com.mt/

Malt ese Newsletter 112 February 20]\

MALTESE ASSOCIATION OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC

Maltese Association of WA Incorporated.
1 May Holman Drive Bassendean WA 6054 Phone: +61 8 93772902
EMail: mawai@bigpond.com _ Facebook: www.facebook.com/malteseassociationwa

Our History

Maltese migrants began to arrive in Western Australia in significant numbers in the early

19506s. The need for an organization to
community became apparent.
The Associationbs inaugur al f o u n dRerth withahss
G e young family in 1947. In 1959 Joseph Calleja formally approached Father Galea a priest
Salics Aasoctitian from The Missionary Society of St Paul b
: Asphar, who had been residing in Australia for over 25 years, suggested that the club
of Western AustraliaInc.  ghoy1d provide Maltese migrants with social outlets and official representation to
Governments and other institutions. By 1958 the Maltese community in Bassendean and
the surrounding districts continued to grow and they still did not have an organisation which could act and speak on
their behal f . In those early days the Association h
Mal tese Australian Clubo; and this was i n soed iuxtior and ®
its credit, one reception for a VIP from Malta. The club was disbanded thereafter.
Again, Joseph Calleja approached the Missionary Soci
time Father Galea had been replaced by Father Cini. He agreed to assist and between them, they recruited Joseph
Call ejads brother Felix and Fred Wright to form an i
Anzac Terrace Bassendean. Fel Set €CahklFej &Adssoggasted N
for the newly formed club which was unammously adopted. Joseph Calleja was elected President, Fred Wright as
” 2 Secretary and Father Cini as Treasurer. The first
AGM of this new Association was held at the
Australian Labor Partyd
Bassendean on Sunday June 7th 1959 which later
became their club premises.

With 53 members the Association was very active
forming a Soccer team, a Youth brigade, a theatre
group and held regular socials and receptions for
visiting dignitaries. Women played a significant part in

6

the formative stages of t|he

do today. Although men occupied the Committee

executive positions, women played an important role
in the cl ubds wihiTheg did niotoantendaonpthy sgconal fiddle to the men and they made their views
known early in the formative years.
The minutes of the AGM of 1961 showed this motion wjas
participate equally with men in any acti vity, meeting or functionso. T
contradicted a motion passed in July 1960 which st'lft e
Committee members) there must be not | ess than two and
Wreath laying ceremonies to commemorate the victories of the Great Sieges of 1565 and 1942 are a traditional part

of the c¢clubds calendar, tilh e

Dance Night is held on the last Friday Night of the Month. September 9th 1961 and the event received media
coverage in the papers and on television and continues annually today.

The club then went through a humber of lean years and minutes of meetings between 1966 and 1974 are missing.
One may rightly assume that club activities during this period reached such a low level that no one bothered to keep
records or alternatively that any minutes produced were mislaid. Correspondence indicates that the Priests from the
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Mi ssi onary Society of St Paul 6s took over the runni
ceremony being organized by the Society.

In the early 706s a rekindling of c¢club interest and

premises. A building fund was established however the funds were slow to come in so Peter & Carmen Farrugia

generously loaned the club a substantial amount of money and the club was able to purchase the old Trades hall

from the Labor party for $70,000.00. Another name <ch
Associationo to the W.A MaltAseoAstotubBtoonw&sulbofc
Calleja and Peter Farrugia and by 1975 the club had taken over the role previuosly carried out by the Missionary

Society of St Paul 6s.

The membership expanded rapidly dbse begandhe mdnthle pubticgatibn of Gnd
improved Bulletin magazine, the Maltese radio commenced, a Maltese
dance group was formed, a cultural exhibition was staged and numerous
activities were held.

A grant of $30,000.00 from the Federal Government was obtained and
this was used to purchase club equipment. A hame change again was
done to the present name today of Maltese Association of Western
Australia (Inc). But during this time the membership fell to a more
constant level of approximately 100 members and produced a number of
productive years for the Association. Sponsorships were obtained from
Bingo is played at the Club on the la Mitchells Retravision (who is still a sponsor today), World Aviation and

Wednesday of every month. Singapore Airlines. This allowed the Association to boost its finances
through raffles, social nights and the sale of Pastizzi & Ravyul. By the
|l ate 19906s the hall in Broadway, Bassendean had det

to demolishing it. Following lengthy negotiations with the Town of Bassendean, 2000 square metres of vacant land
belonging to the Department of Land and Administration became available to the Association on a 44 year lease
conditional on signing a legal agreement to demolish the old premises. During the year 2000 the old property was
sold for $65,000.00 and a Lotterywest grant of $90,000.00 was obtained. Approximately 90 members were involved
with many hours of volunteer labour and a low interest loan of
(e $60,000.00 from La Valette Investments Pty Ltd made it possible

- to begin construction of the new premises.

Under the direction and supervision of Henry Wettinger, (a
registered builder and member of the club) the Association
erected a substantial Community Centre. The new location of
the club was at 1 May Holman Drive Bassendean, and this was
officially opened on December 7th 2003 by our Patron Dr
Anthony Sciberras and the Mayor of Bassendean Ms Tina Klein,
and the vision held by so many people, notably Tony Zammit
Maltese Language lessons for beginners start on had come to fruition. The Association will be forever indebted to
Monday 1st Feb 2016 Tony Zammit (La Valette Investments) for his vision and also to
Henry Wettinger who gave almost 2 years of his life to build the
premises. Since then a liquor licence has been granted and with regular fund raising through chook raffles and
social functions improvements to the club have been achieved. Lotterywest has provided three more grants helping
to furnish the office area, computer equipment and the installation of a library and display cabinet. The Association
has now erected a chil dr epavingarep bnd s bopefuliafi abtaieing arethed leotlerywelt e
grant to extend the existing patio area to include a BBQ facility and a stage area for entertainment. Another vision is
to build a school room for the teaching of the Maltese language.

Whilst individuals may have the vision of what needs to be done, it is the collective action facilitated by an
organization that gives the dream its best chance of success.
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HOUSE IN AGREEMENT WITH REDUCING LITIGATION PERIOD OVER
INHERITED PROPERTY Heirs caught in a dispute over the selling of inherited

property will have to reach a decision in three years, or the majority wins

MALTA TODAY Miriam Dalli 26 January 2016

An amendment to the Civil Code that will allow the facilitation of the sale of co-
owned property has been approved through its second reading in parliament.
Proposed in the Budget for 2016, the amendment will allow the drop of the litigation
period of heirs caught in a dispute over the selling of inherited property from 10 to
three years. This means that, if 51% of the heirs are in agreement, the property
can be sold after three years.

Justice Minister Owen Bonni ci said sugh
the pressure created by property dentalnjd.
heirs that, if they fail to agree on ajp i
decision will win and the property wild.l be sold, o0 the 1fnin
new houses while thousands remain vacant . 0 Citing Valletta as an exanjpl e

abandoned properties.

Shadow justice minister Jason Azzopardi said the opposition supported the amendment but warned that this was no
measure to fully address the over 40,000 vacant properties on the island. On the contrary, Azzopardi added, it might
create further problems amongst heirs. Many of the vacant properties on the island are a result of fighting heirs who fail to
reach an agreement over the sale of an inherited property. Azzopardi went on to suggest that both sides of the House
should meet with civil rights experts and discuss ways to address problems created amongst successors by last wills and
testaments.

Spagetti biz_- zalza tal - Qarnit

Spaghetti with Octopus Sauce

Spagetti biz-zalza tal-Qarnit (Spaghetti with Octopus Sauce)
is a traditional Maltese recipe for a classic dish of spaghetti
paste served with octopus and a tomato-based sauce with
peas, onions, olives, red wine and herbs. The full recipe is
presented here and | hope you enjoy this classic Maltese
version of: Spaghetti with Octopus Sauce (Spagetti biz-zalza
tal-Qarnit).

Ingredients:

1kg prepared octopus, sliced into even-sized pieces 2259

onions, sliced 170g peas 2259 tomatoes, blanched, peeled

g and chopped 1159 black olives, pitted and sliced 250ml red

‘ wine 6759 spaghetti 90g tomato purée 4 strips of lemon
zest, finely shredded 1 tbsp mint, shredded 1 tsp dried

oregano, crumbled 2 tsp thyme, chopped salt and freshly-ground black pepper, to taste olive oil

Method:

Add about 60ml oil and 60ml water to a pan. When hot stir in the octopus and fry for 5 minutes then stir in the tomato purée and
the herbs. Bring to a simmer, cover and cook for 20 minutes. Strain the octopus (reserve the liquid) and set aside to keep warm.
Add oil to a pan and use to fry the onions for 5 minutes then stir in the tomato, olives and lemon zest. Cook for 3 minutes then
add the remaining ingredients. Bring to a simmer then add the octopus liquid and cook for 15 minutes. In the meantime, add the
pasta to a pan of lightly-salted water and cook for about 8 minutes, or until al dente. Drain the pasta, combine with the sauce
then arrange in a bowl, top with the octopus pieces and serve.
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Prickly Pear i1 Bajtartax -Xewk
The prickly pear reigns supr e
' time of year, its fruits ripen and are harvested by hardy folk as a

food for free. In the more rural villages, y ou 6 | | find
and shops selling the pears, spines removed thank goodness.

Often, my village neighbours arrive at my door with a plastic

bowl full of the fruit, peeled to reveal their jewel-like, ruby-

coloured succulent flesh. | accept graciously, though | have

never really got to grips with munching or spitting out the

abundant seeds. Apparently, there are seedless varieties

around, just not in the wild of course!

Although not a native of the Malta, or the Mediterreanean (its origins lie in South America), the Opuntia ficus-
indica (Indian fig) certainly thrives here. Were it not for farmers lopping off bits from time to time it might well
take over. Farmers of old would use it as a bouneta
or straying livestock and is cheaper for villa owners to install than a security system!
The fruit can be red, deep wine-red, green or yellow-orange and is perfectly edible (fussiness over seeds
aside). It is sweet and moist with a flavour similar to sub-tropical fruits like watermelon, honeydew melon,
strawberries and figs. And is a fraction of the price of these, or free if you pick your own.

Prickly Pear culinary delights -Mal ta doesnodot really make much wuse
Sicilian neighbours treat it far more adventurously making candies, granita (slushy ices), ice creams, and jellies
from it, as well as serving it up as dessert in restaurants ranging from casual trattorie to those listed in the
esteemed Michelin Guides.The prickly pear is however on the increase on menus in Malta as we are beginning
to see chefs value this humble, poor-manés f ood. Its presence on the me
bland list of internationally available desserts. The prickly pear is also versatile, and equally at home in savoury

dishes. Most people | know simply eat it unadulterated; or they juice it. It can make a refreshing drink, and it

certainly makes an interesting, pink-coloured Maltese liqueur under the Zeppi brand, called Bajtra. Y o u 0 |
in most grocers and at the airport, alongside Maltese honey and biscuits, being sold as a souvenir.

Health benefits - It has an impressive list of healthly properties: it is rich in anti-oxidents and contains a good
dose of vitamin C. Some say its juice can help cure a hangover. The ficus indica is being looked at closely for
its health benefits: A Maltese company, along with a French partner, has been researching prickly pear
properties since 1996. It has found its extracts can help alleviate symptoms of extreme fatigue experienced
after performing strenuous exercisei we 6 r e t al king about scuba divers
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LUKANDA
PROPAGANDA

KRIS SPITERI - MUSICIAN

Pianist and songwriter Kris Spiteri has joined forces with percussionist and singer Daniel Cauchi in this duo
project to record their debut album Lukanda Propaganda. The platform is adult contemporary and the
songs, written and composed by Spiteri, are lyric driven.

The album is partly influenced by the Maltese as well as the global current social and cultural situations.
Apart from this there are also songs which reflect some personal and interpersonal circumstances.

The artwork for the album's booklet was designed by Steve Bonello, who has carefully drawn a drawing to
describe each song.

This project had also the fortune of working in collaboration with the Malta Philharmonic Orchestra in the
recording of the album as well as in a live performance for the launch of the album. This venture was
sponsored by the Malta Arts Fund.

Now you can buy the album from Book Distributors Limited San Gwann
D'Amato 98/99 St John Street Valletta, Cd Baby, iTunes, Amazon, Google Music Store,
24-7, GreatindieMusic, Shazam, Sound exchange u Tradebit http://www.kafena.com.mt

Malt ese Elvis is king of European

championship

A Maltese Elvis Presley impersonator is all shook up after
winning a European impersonators' contest in Birmingham.

Redent Falzon has been impersonating the 'King' for 10 years,
having been encouraged to do so because of his strong voice.

The European Elvis Championships 2016 drew some 80
impersonators from all over Europe.

A reviewer present for the show summed it up as follows: "An

amazing performance was then delivered by Red which was
nothing less than vocally faultless , revealing exceptional Elvis - like tonation, a total absence of sharps and flats, plus
superbly controlled vibrato together with a totally accomplished and powerfully impressive vocal range of considerable
distinction .....

"His choreography was equally faultless - with moves so dynamically close to the King that his overall performance was
virtually breathtaking ....."
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