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THREE ANZACS FROM MALTA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charles Bonavia                             Anthony Xuereb                                Waldermar Beck 

 

by Gioconda S. Schembri  
The book óThree Anzacs from Malta, a true story of friendship, love and lossô recounts the journey of Charles 
Bonavia, Waldemar Beck and Anthony Xuereb, three young Maltese men, who leave their small island for 
Australia, hoping for a better future on the other side of the world. They soon settle in their adopted home, 
securing good jobs, forging new friendships, and finding love. 

But their carefree days are not to last as the sombre clouds of a global war darken their world. The three of 
them would be thrust in one of the deadliest conflicts humankind had ever seen, which would destroy a whole 
generation of youth. 

From the tiny Mediterranean island of Malta to the vast Australian continent, to the unforgiving slopes of 
Gallipoli, and all the way to the muddy trenches in Flanders, ´Three Anzacs from Malta´ follows these young 
men as they carve out their destinies. It is a timeless story about migration, the heartache of separated 
families, war and loss, out of which no one emerges unscathed. But it is mainly a tribute to the tenacity of the 
human spirit, even in the face of enormous adversity, and a celebration of the virtues that transcend borders 
and time: courage, friendship and love. 

The book includes photographs, extracts from a war diary and original letters.  

Publication date: May 2016    Genre: Non fiction 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Gioconda S. Schembri née Mifsud was born in Malta. After graduating as a Doctor of Laws from the University of 

Malta, she joined the public service and for three years she served at the Malta High Commission in Canberra as First 

Secretary, and also as Acting High Commissioner for several months. Gioconda migrated to Australia in 2002, where she 

has worked with the Maltese Community Council of Victoria, the Australian Public Service, the Consulate of Malta and as 

a freelance translator of the Maltese language. Her interests are varied and include history, the theatre, music, literature, 

international politics, travel and craft. She lives in Melbourne with her husband Darren and son Thomas. 

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwipvIGZqPzLAhUj5aYKHYwMDnwQjRwIBw&url=http://www.spirits-of-gallipoli.com/&psig=AFQjCNHSMNEIhpvVozjrpZF98ZsUxkPdxA&ust=1460111129753306
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Canadian artist Tom Forrestall will 

spend two weeks in Malta, 

interpreting its history through his 

work 

Tom Forrestall, considered by art critics to be one of the 
ópillars of Canadian artô, is set to visit the Maltese 
archipelago at the invitation of Corinthia Palace Hotel & 
Spa and the Malta Tourism Authority.  

 
During Forrestallôs two week óArtist in Residenceô programme, 10-25 April 2016, the accomplished Canadian 
artist will create a collection of watercolours featuring Maltaôs diverse historical and natural landscapes, entitled 
ó18 Days on Malta: Closer Look at 7,000 Years of History in Words & Paintô.    Forrestall will be accompanied 
by his journalist daughter, Monica Forrestall, who will be collaborating on this project by documenting her 
fatherôs painting expeditions and sites through her photography, videos, writings and blogs.    
 
The painting sites around Malta will include historic buildings and striking natural landscapes in Valletta and 
Mdina, and on Maltaôs sister island, Gozo. 

 Corinthia Palace Hotel & Spa will host Tom Forrestall and Monica Forrestall throughout their ñArtist in 
Residenceò stay in Malta, and will hold Artist Salons open to guests and the wider public. The Artist Salons will 
feature Forrestallôs paintings of Malta, alongside photos taken of him painting at different locations. In an 
informal setting, Forrestall will provide comments on his painting style, favourite sites, anecdotes of his stay on 
the island, and how he has brought Maltaôs scenery to life in his art. 

  
Forrestall is one of the leading painters associated with the contemporary realism movement of Canada and of 
the Maritime provinces. Forrestall was born in the Annapolis Valley, Nova Scotia, in 1936 and grew up in 
Middleton and Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, where he currently resides and maintains his studio.  
 
Forrestallôs career has spanned over fifty years, during which he has received awards including the Order of 
Canada and several honorary doctorates. His works have been exhibited in museums and public galleries both 
nationally and internationally in solo and group exhibitions.  

 
In speaking of his Malta project, Forrestall said, ñDrawing, watercolour and egg tempera; they all stir a passion, 
a delight and satisfaction into my creative process. But above all, creating watercolour paintings creates a 
oneness with a place. Malta, to me, is mysterious, as Iôve never been there. I will interpret Malta in my own 
way, while I explore the complex and fascinating history of these islands. Iôm thrilled to have this opportunity.ò  
 
. Paul Bugeja, CEO, Malta Tourism Authority, commented ñMalta has attracted many artists in the past, the 
most famous being Italian painter Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio, but none from North America.  
 
"We are confident that the Corinthia Palace Hotel & Spa's Artist in Residence initiative with Tom Forrestall will 
no doubt attract more amateur painters and art lovers to Malta, adding another dimension to Maltese tourism 
promotion in the USA & Canada."  
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MALTA DIARY: A touch of 

summer already in the air       

Albert Fenech  

Itôs only April and Malta and Gozo only experienced a 

real touch of winter in the middle of last month. Even 

so, summer is definitely already in the air and the 

feeling is infectious.The sea is only a stoneôs throw 

away wherever you are in these islands and as an 

island sea-people, the inhabitants make full use of it.  

Whether you own a multi-million euro cabin cruiser or 

yacht or struggle to pull out last yearôs bathing costume and scrape together a little cash for protective 

sunblock lotion, itôs there to be enjoyed for the three months of summer. Some go even one better and have a 

swimming pool in their garden as well as a cabin cruiser ï but thatôs life.This is the time to start preparing for 

picnics, beach parties, barbecues and whatever activity catches your fancy. During the three summer months 

(that is, June, July and August) the mercury will average 35 degrees Centigrade, months of virtually continual 

cloudlessly blue skies and an almost total scarcity of 

rain.A number of sandy bays absorb the throngs from 

early dawn to dusk and beyond.  

The beaches are small and quickly overflow with 

people, but there are also expanses of rock beaches 

and the more discerning get-away-from-the-crowds 

bracket seek the lonelier and more secluded areas to 

enjoy the peace and quiet. You might even find areas 

where nature lovers prefer to be in their birth suit. In 

recent years diving holidays have become a rage and 

attract thousands of tourists to many diving schools 

offering learning with qualified divers and deep sea 

diving. The relatively free-from-pollution sea enables 

excellent underwater vision and a number of wrecks 

have been submerged to make it more interesting. In addition, the current instability of diving haunts like Egypt, 

the Red Sea areas and Tunisia have been to Maltaôs gain.Malta too now has a National Aquarium in Qawra 

which is a daily magnet for thousands of visitors year round. 

These are the months when the islands are bursting with human habitation as the 420,000 population 

additionally swells with the daily influx of thousands of tourists. The infrastructural strain is enormous, 

particularly the demand for potable water in an area where rainfall only averages 30 centimetres annually and 

this year probably less. Reverse osmosis plants are put to operate on a 24/7 basis inducting sea water and 

filtering it through various processes to achieve potability. Electricity consumption is also at a premium as 

fridges and deep freezers work overtime and air-conditioners and fans strain the grid 24/7.Tempers are also 

sky-high as scorching sun and high humidity eclipse normal and logical vision, particularly in extensive traffic 

jams. Believe me, itôs no fun to be stuck in a jam in a car without a/c and without any visible traffic movement! 

Road rage is never far away. 

http://b-c-ing-u.com/author/Albert/
http://b-c-ing-u.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/MalDia-05-06-04-16.jpg
http://b-c-ing-u.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/MalDia-08-06-04-16.jpg
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Gozitan boy, 4, has the makings of a 

genius 

Gabriel Grech can recognise every single country flag  

Gabriel Grech attends a science club, is keen on sign language and 
can recognise every single flag of all countries and territories around 
the world. He learned how to read and write when he was just two, 
and at three-and-a-half years of age he was given a reading age of 
over seven years.  Gabriel from Victoria is just four years old. He also 
has an IQ 139, which is ranked as a ógiftedô IQ, just a few points short 
of what is ranked as 'genius'. 

A 14-minute video has now emerged on YouTube showing Gabriel identifying some 250 flags placed in front of him. The 
list includes all the sovereign states of the world (around 206) plus all the British, French and US territories as well as 
other dependencies like Christmas Islands. 

Gabriel, who attends the Laura Vicuna school in Victoria can read and write in English and Maltese and is interested in 
several subjects, his proud grandfather Michael told Times of Malta. "It could be astronomy, geography, history, and more. 
He is also very good at mathematics."  Gabriel with his parents David and Miriam.  After attending a science club aimed 
for four-to-seven year olds, Gabriel went home and asked his father for a book about flags. 

"Gabriel is a very inquisitive kid and he wants to know about everything. He is very passionate about planets and the solar 
system," his father David said.  Not happy with learning all about the flags of nations, the child wanted to see the flags of 
all sovereign states and he kept asking for more. 

Realising his intelligence and photographic memory, his parents took him for an IQ test. He scored 139, which is ranked 
as 'gifted', just a few points of what is described as 'genius'.  The test also diagnosed Gabriel with Hyperlexia Type III, 
which means the child is able to read and write at a level very above his norm. But it also creates problems for Gabriel 
when he interacts with peers of the same age which means sometimes he feels more comfortable with children of an 
older age."When he was still a year old, before he started talking, I taught him some basic sign language like: 'milk', 
'mummy' and 'thank you'. Today, three years later he still remembers these signs and although he now speaks fluently he 
still uses them to emphasise a point," Mr Grech said.  Taking the cue from his mother, a teacher, and his father, a scout 
leader, Gabriel has now learnt a vast vocabulary of Maltese sign language."We are very happy with Gabrielôs quest for 
knowledge and we encourage him to explore different areas. He astonishes us sometimes with his observations. We are 
also grateful to his teachers who engage him and stimulate him with his hunger for knowledge.ò  Meanwhile, Gabriel is still 
yearning to learn more. After memorising all the flags of nations and territories, his father recently introduced him to all the 
local council flags of Malta and the US. 

 

Pope Francis to visit Greek migrant 

island on April 16 

Pope Francis will visit the Greek island of Lesbos on April 16, the 

Vatican said today, in a trip aimed at supporting refugees and 

drawing attention to the front line of Europe's migrant crisis. 

Hundreds of thousands of refugees, many fleeing the war in Syria, 

have poured onto the Aegean island over the past year, but, under a 

contested plan, the European Union started returning newcomers to 

neighbouring Turkey this month. 

The pope has repeatedly spoken out in support of refugees, urging Roman Catholic churches around Europe to take in migrant 

families. His first trip after he became pontiff in 2013 was to the Sicilian island of Lampedusa, which, like Lesbos, has received 

hundreds of thousands of migrants. 
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Queen Victoria Building ï Sydney - Australia 

'The most beautiful shopping centre in the world'  

The Queen Victoria Building has been described by Pierre Cardin as "the most beautiful shopping centre in the 
world".  This outstanding example of Byzantine architecture, which 
occupies an entire city block, was built in 1898 to replace the original 
Sydney Markets. Later, it accommodated a concert hall, which 
eventually became the city library. 

Ground Floor : Queen Victoria Building, Sydney The building was 
remodelled in the 1930s and used for different purposes, including 
municipal offices. In 1984 it was completely refurbished as a shopping 
centre, with more than 200 shops. The renovations, by the Malaysian 
company Ipoh Garden Berhad, were highly imaginative and thoughtful. 
Most important, they retained the turn-of-the-century charm of the 
building. 

 The building has a series of domes and domelets with exquisite stained glass windows and extensive wood 
panelling throughout. 

 Hanging Clock : Queen Victoria Building, Sydney   There is a 
marvellous hanging clock that displays a series of mechanically 

moving tableaux of British kings and queens every hour on the hour. 
This "exhibition" is heralded by loud trumpeters and ends with the 

beheading of Charles I. Permanent and temporary exhibitions have 
a home at different points on each level and include replicas of the 

British crown jewels and a highly ornamental, full-scale oriental 
coach. The building accomodates a series of royal paintings. 

 The building is a major attraction for both visitors and residents and 
is open every day. Shops with Old-Worlde shopfronts are located on 
three levels and here you will find some of the most interesting 

shopping in Sydney, shops such as New Guinea Arts, which has a remarkable array of native artefacts from New 
Guinea. 

CATCH OF THE DAY!! 

The rain was pouring down. And there, standing in front of a big puddle 
outside the pub, was an old Irishman, drenched, holding a stick, with a 
piece of string dangling in the water. A passer-by stopped and asked, 
"What are you doing?"  "Fishing," replied the old man. 

 Feeling sorry for the old man, the gentleman says, "Come in out of the 
rain and have a drink with me."  In the warmth of the pub, as they sip 
their guiness, the gentleman cannot resist asking, "So, how many have 
you caught today?"   "You're the eighth." says the old man..... 

https://www.facebook.com/theirishbrigade/photos/a.269976803043990.65048.127513567290315/1068393649868964/?type=3
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Stalactites and stalagmites take on a ghostly form in 
the Imperial Cave, one of the "show caves" in the 
Jenolan Caves complex.       Photo: Toby Hudson via 
Wikimedia Commons 

At 340 million years old, 

Jenolan Caves is the 

world's oldest open - cave 

system  
ABOUT THE JENOLAN CAVES  

The caves were created millions of years ago through a 
complex relationship between water, rock, atmosphere 
and the lifeforms that inhabit the environment. The local 

Aboriginal people first named them "Binnomea" or "dark places".   Since their discovery by European settlers in the 1830s, more 
than 40kms of multi-level passageways have been explored and mappedThe Jenolan Caves, situated a short drive west of the 
Blue Mountains, is among the world's most-famous and most-visited cave systems.  

The caves are a network of ancient limestone tunnels, subterranean rivers and caverns richly draped with exotic mineral 
deposits. Research by the The Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) dates the clay in the 
caves to be about 340 million years old, which makes them the oldest known and dated open-cave system on the planet.  

Paths, walkways and lighting were first installed in the eight "show caves" and other minor caves in the late 1800s. The 
walkways and lighting systems have been periodically updated as a steady stream of both Australian and international 
visitorshave made their way to the caves over the past 150 years. 

 Coloured lights define and enhance the most spectacular stalactites and stalagmite formations found in the caves' chambers. 
Some of the chambers are vast. The Cathedral Chamber in the Lucas Cave, for instance, is so big it is used for wedding 
ceremonies. The acoustics in the chamber are so good that recitals are held there.  Tours of the 11 caves, through three 
kilometres of paths, are conducted each day (except Christmas Day), starting at 10am. Visitors pay to visit a single cave or buy 
passes to multiple caves. Some caves are easy to walk through while others are more physically demanding, but cave and tour 
options have been devised to suit all ages and levels of fitness. Tours stop running by 5pm.  

 The Jenolan Caves are 175 km west of Sydney and 30km west of Katoomba and are part of the UNESCO World Heritageï
listed Greater Blue Mountains Area. Trips to the caves by commercial tour operators are run from both Sydney and Katoomba. 

 To reach the Jenolan Caves by car, visitors travel along a small road that winds through picturesque bushland until arriving at 
the Grand Arch, an archwayand tunnel cut into a huge rock formation. Six of the cave tours leave from points within the Grand 
Arch tunnel.  The 80-metre-long tunnel opens into a chamber surrounded by steep bushland and rock formations known as the 
Devil's Coach House.  

 Here there is a tiny village of sorts with the main man-made feature being Jenolan Caves House, a huge, four-storey hotel 
complex built in 1896 which was designed in the English Domestic Revival style popular in London near the turn of the century. 
The impressive structure is also regarded as being in the Federation Arts and Crafts style. Caves House still functions today as 
a large guest house providing tourist accommodation. The dining room in Caves House is as big as some of the caves' larger 
chambers.  

 The caves that comprise the Jenolan Caves cave complex are: 

 The Lucas - The Lucas Cave, opened in 1860, contains the Cathedral Chamber, which is more than 50 metres (160 ft) high, 
and the Exhibition Chamber, which hosts the Broken Column formation. The Lucas is so big that it can accommodate tours of 65 
people at any one time.  

 The Chifley - The Chifley Cave was the first cave in the world to be lit by electric light when it was opened in 1880. Historic 
coloured lights can still be seen in two of the cave's chambers.  

 The Imperial - Opened in 1879, the Imperial Cave contains some of the nation's best fossil deposits of animals and marine 
creatures. The Imperial Cave has the fewest steps of all the caves.  

http://www.sydney.com.au/blue-mountains.htm
http://www.sydney.com.au/csiro-research.htm
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 The Jubile - The Jubilee, opened in 1803, is the longest of the show caves. Tours to this cave run for much longer than others 
partly due to the length of the cave system and partly because it is further away from the other caves.  

 The Orient - The Orient is the most beautiful of all the caves. It was opened in 1904 and contains some of the best formations 
of all the cave systems. 

 Ribbon Cave - The Ribbon Cave, opened in 1904, is resplendent with "ribbon" helectites. 

River Cave  - The River cave was opened in 1903 and contains some spectacular formations, including the Minaret, Grand 
Column, Queen's Canopy and River Styx. In the early part of the 19th century, visitors had to climb into a small boat to cross the 
river. A concrete bridge now stands in that spot. The River Cave tour is the most demanding of the cave tours.  

 Temple of Baal Cave  - The Temple of Baal, opened in 1904, derives its name from the biblcal story of Baal as well as other 
mythology. One of its attractions is a nin-metre shawl formation known as the Angel's Wing.  

 Pool of Cerberus Cave - The Pool of Cerberus, opened in 1903, has the Bath of venus as its major formation as well as the 
underground river that flows into the Pool of Cerberus. Tours are restricted to eight people.  

 Nettle Cave - One of the first caves opened to the public, in 1838, the Nettle Cave is known for its "crayfish backs" formations 
shaped by light and wind, which are thought to be more than 20,000 years old. 

Pearl of the Mediterranean by Roderick Bovingdon 

  
 
Fair maiden to the treach'rous 
sea, 
from centuries of old, 
renowned! 
When Saul encountered your 
safe ground, 
it was to him no tragedy. 
  

Phoenicia, Carthage, Rome 
and Greece 
journeyed forth, hoping to find, 
your golden treasures here 
enshrined, 
through time that knew both 
war and peace. 
  

It was not for Turk or Knight, 
nor for Englishman to claim. 
No one ever could lay waste 
to this Isle of God's delight. 
From ever knowing worldly 
fame! 
In time of peace! In time of 
haste. 

  

 
I don't quite remember when these few lines were put to paper. But I do know they are amongst my earliest 
attempts at versifying my youthful memories of a place I once called home. My age would have been around 
seventeen; a mere twelve months or so after my arrival in the great land Down Under; Terra Australis. 
Labelling these childhood and early youth recollections of Malta as nostalgia, is a far too simplistic and 
frivolous an appreciation. It ignores one's intricate involvement in the essence of what Malta represented in my 
youthful mind. 
Over  half a century later here I am, once again, expressing the same sentiments of the deepest respect and 
devotion for this tiny spec of land; a country that in its own way has contributed      - and continues to contribute 
unabated - to the general good of humanity far in excess of its relative size. 
Hence,  now well into my seventh decade of life's journey, it gives me untold gratification to publicly reiterate 
my respect and devotion towards this minuscule land  that moulded me  into the individual I am today. 
May ancient and modern Malta continue to ride the waves of time ad infinitum whilst I and those hundreds of 
thousands who parted these shores forever, look back at her with pride and pleasant memories. 
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Who we are and what we do 

The Malta China Friendship Society (M.C.F.S.) was set up in 

1973, a year after Malta and China established diplomatic 

relations. At that time there were those in Malta who either for 

political reasons or because they had a genuine fear, were spreading lies about the gentle 

and peaceful Chinese people. Mr. Reno Calleja, an upcoming politician and a journalist by 

profession, was joined by a group of Maltese people who believed that the best way to 

combat prejudice against the Chinese people was through people to people contact.  

 

It is for this reason that they set up the Malta China Friendship Society. During the past 

three decades the M.C.F.S. was instrumental in bringing to the Maltese the richness and 

beauty of Chinese art and culture. Various artists, acrobatic troupes, dancers and performers were invited to Mata with 

the help of the Chinese Embassy and the Maltese Government. Almost every year the M.C.F.S. and the various 

Friendship Associations in many provinces in China exchange delegations.   The M.C.F.S. is a voluntary non-

Government funded cultural organization. It forms part of the Chinese People's Association for Friendship with Foreign 

Countries which is based in Beijing. When a few years ago the Chinese Government opened the Chinese Cultural 

Centre in Valletta, the first in Europe, many thought that the M.C.F.S. will die a natural death. Instead, time has shown 

that the Malta China Friendship Society and the Chinese Cultural Centre co-operate and compliment each other in their 

activities. 

 

The organization is managed by an Executive Committee elected by 

the members every two years during a General Conference. 

Membership is open to everyone. 

http://www.maltachinaonline.org/images/MCFC_1985.jpg This is a 

historic photograph taken in 1985 when the then Maltese Prime 

Minister Dr.Karmenu Mifsud Bonnici, officially opened the present 

premises of the Malta China Friendship Society, at 62, Triq San 

Kristofru, Valletta.  From left to right:  - Marija Camilleri, Joe Cutajar, 

Charles Farrugia, John Abela, Marija Cassar, Reno Calleja (President 

ot the M.C.F.S.), the Hon. Dr Karmenu Mifsud Bonnici, Charles Mizzi (first 

President of the M.C.F.S.), the Chinese Ambassador H.E. Hua Renqin, 

Joe Vella, John Saliba, Tessie Scicluna and Fredrick Cutajar. 

 In an i mpressive ceremony on the the 8th of September 2015 at 

the famous Shangri La Hotel of Shanghai, former Labour Minister 

Mr. Reno Calleja was awarded The White Magnolia Prize. This 

award was conferred to Mr.Calleja by Mr.Zhang Xiosong, Director 

of Shanghai F oreign Affairs Office. Mr.Calleja was the only one of 

three foreigners living outside Shanghai awarded this prestigious 

prize. Director Zhang stated that the medal was being conferred on Mr Calleja in appreciation of his 

valuable support to Shanghai develo pment and outstanding contribution to the friendly relations between 

Shanghai and Malta.   

 

http://www.maltachinaonline.org/Formola%20ta'%20Shubija_English.pdf
http://www.maltachinaonline.org/images/MCFC_1985.jpg
http://www.maltachinaonline.org/images/MCFC_1985.jpg
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Five-Year-Old Girl 

Going Blind Meets Pope  

Francis strokes Lizzy Myers' face and gives her a 

rosary as she ticks off a major bucket list item 

before she loses her sight.  Lizzy and her family, of 

Ohio, were granted a special audience with the 

pontiff at St Peter's 

Photo: Five-Year-Old Sick American Girl Meets 

Pontiff 

A five-year-old sick US girl has been treated to a 

meeting with Pope Francis A five-year-old American girl 

who doesn't realise she is gradually losing her sight to a rare 

genetic disease has been treated to a meeting with Pope 

Francis.  Lizzy Myers and her family, of Belleville, Ohio, had 

special seats for the pontiff's general audience at St Peter's on 

Wednesday. 

Francis stroked the little girl's face and gave her a rosary.  

Steve and Christine Myers said their daughter had just stared 

at the Pope "with big eyes". 'She was awestruck,' Lizzy's 

mother said  "She was awestruck. She just teared up," Mrs 

Myers, who is Catholic, told reporters. "To her he's the big 

guy in the white hat. He asked us to pray for him and told us he would pray for us. 

"I feel an absolute sense of peace. For the first time, I've felt peace." Lizzy doesn't know she suffers from 

Usher Syndrome Mrs Myers said she and her husband wanted to make sure Lizzy also saw simple things while 

she could, "like bonfires and fireflies".    Their daughter doesn't know she suffers from Usher Syndrome, 

which will gradually rob her of her sight as well as her hearing. 

 The Myerses have also visited the Colosseum and zoo in Rome. Following 

publicity surrounding her diagnosis, the general manager of Turkish Airlines 

offered Lizzy's family round-trip tickets anywhere in the world.   The 

Myerses chose Rome and they have spent the week in the Italian capital taking in 

its historic sights as part of a "bucket list", including the Colosseum and a VIP 

tour of the zoo. 

 

We would like to thank wholeheartedly all our readers who responded to our little survey.  The 

answers to the three questions were 100% in the affirmative and most of our readers said that 

they pass on our Newsletter to their family and friends.  We do not make fictional num bers but 

the real truth.  We are proud  that our journal is  read  several  thousands from all over the world. 

THANKS TO OUR BEAUTIFUL AND LOYAL READERS.  F.L. Scicluna -  Editor  
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ñINHEBBEK HEDI ò to open the 2nd edition Valletta Film Festival 

The second edition of the Valletta Film Festival will open 
on Friday 3 June 2016 at Pjazza Teatru Rjal with the 
Malta premiere of the Tunisian multi-award winning 
feature film 'Inhebbek Hedi', a film attesting to the rebirth 
of Tunisian cinema. 

'Hedi' winner of the prestigious Silver Bear for Best Actor 
and the Best First Feature Award at this year's Berlin Film 
Festival , is the debut feature film of Mohamed Ben Attia 
and features performances by Majd Mastoura, Rym Ben 
Messaoud and Sabah Bouzouita. 

The film is produced by Dora Bouchoucha Fourati and co-produced by the award-winning directors Jean-Pierre 
and Luc Dardenne. 

Focusing on the universal themes of personal choice and responsibility, it tells the story of a quiet young man, 
Hedi, following the path which has been traced out for him. Despite the rapid changes surrounding him, Hedi 
doesn't expect much from the future and simply glides through life letting others dictate his fate. However, 
weeks away from an arranged marriage, a love affair with a free-spirited women forces Hedi to make a choice. 

The screening of 'Hedi' will take place after the opening ceremony of the film festival. 

More details about the opening ceremony will be announced on Friday 29 April 2016. Tickets for the ceremony 
and this screening will go on sale in May. 

Wied il-Lunzjata  - il-Ǣnien tal-Belt Victoria   Kav Joe Attard  Victoria Gǩawdex   
  
Hekk kif wieǩed iǩalli l-knisja u l-kunvent tal-Patrijiet Agostinjani fil-
Belt Victoria u jǩalli warajh ukoll l-Oratorju Don Bosco, mill-ewwel 
jaqbad in-niŨla bejn ǩitan tas-sejjiegǩ li twasslek lejn il-Wied tal-
Lunzjata li jiǣi taǩt ir-riǩ tar-raǩal taô KerǙem.  Fôdan il-Wied issaltan 
il-ǩemda u tidher l-Id setgǩana tal-Ǩolqien li toffri s-sbuǩija tan-
Natura fl-aqwa tagǩha.  

 Dan il-Wied ǩa ismu mill-Kappella antika li tiddomina dan il-post li 
jsaǩǩar, iddedikata lit-Tǩabbira tal-Anǣlu Gabrijiel lill-Madonna.  Il-
Madonna hija dik il-krejatura li ǣiet imǩabbra (annunzjata) li kellha 
ssir Omm il-Feddej.  BiŨ-Ũmien il-kelma óannunzjataô saret u daret 
gǩall-kelma óLunzjataô u baqgǩet ǣejja sallum.  Naǩseb li ǣara l-
istess lill-kelmiet bil-Latin li kien darba qal Pilatu dwar Gesuô wara li 
dan kien ǣie fflaǣellat u muri lill-poplu: ñEcce Homoò.  Illum din ix-

xbieha taô Kristu tant daret u nbidlet fil-kliem li saret ñL-AǙǙjomuò!  

 Intant il-festa fôdin il-Kappella ótal-Lunzjataô  ssir fil-25 taô Marzu, propju disaô xhur qabel it-tifkira tat-Twelid taô Gesu 
Bambin fl-gǩar taô Betlem (il-Milied).  Dokumenti qodma juru li din il-kappella Ǚkejkna  kienet diǣa teŨisti  fl-1347. Stemma 
jew aǩjar arma tal-familja li kienet tidher fil-faǙǙata, kienet  tgǩid li l-kappella kienet benefiǙǙju rjali mwaqqaf mis-Sinjura 
Sibilla dôAragona. Billi meta mietet din is-Sinjura ma kellhiex tfal, il-Kappella waqgǩet fôidejn l-Istat u r-Rettur allura kien 
jintagǩŨel mill-ViǙi Re taô Sqallija u wara, mill-Gran Mastru.  

 Il-bini u l-forma tal-Kappella tal-lum imorru lura lejn it-18-il seklu, gǩalkemm wara t-Tieni Gwerra Dinjija, parti mill-faǙǙata 
u s-sagrestija kienu reǣgǩu nbnew.  Uǩud jaǩsbu li xi gǩerien li nsibu wara din il-kappella kienu xi darba katakombi 
Insara.  Il-pittura tat-Titular hija xogǩol Fra Luca Garnier tal-Ordni taô San Gwann.  Skrizzjoni fuq irǩama li gǩadha tidher 
fiq il-faǙǙata tal-Kappella bil-kelmiet: Non Gode lôImmunitaô Ecclesiastica tixhed li din il-Kappella ma kenitx tgawdi d-dritt 
bǩalma kienu jgawdu oǩrajn ï jiǣifieri  li l-Liǣi jew l-Awtoritaô ǘivili ma kellha l-ebda dritt fuq min ifittex kenn fôKappelli bǩal 
din.  Taô min jgǩid hawnhekk li l-Gvernatur Sir Frederick Ponsonby (1827-1836) kien neǩǩa dan id-dritt fl-1828.  
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