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H.E.Marie-Louise Coleiro Preca,  
President of Malta  IN 
ADELAIDE 
 

Marie-Louise Coleiro Preca is the ninth and 
youngest President of Malta, following a 
forty-year career in politics. Coleiro Preca 
founded the Foundation for the Wellbeing of 
Society, and is an Honourary Professor at 
Warwick University. President Coleiro Preca 
is frequently invited to speak in International 
Fora, on various areas including Children, 

Social Inclusion, Peacebuilding and Migration. (See next page) 
During her visit to South Australia the Preident will have the opportunity to meet local 
dignitaries as well as the members of the Maltese community of Adelaide. 
 

 
Professor Carmel Cefai, Director, Centre for Resilience and 
Socio-Economic Health, University of Malta 
Professor Carmel Cefai is the Director of the Centre for 
Resilience and Socio-Emotional Health, and Head of the 
Department of Psychology, at the University of Malta. He is 
Joint Honorary Chair of the European Network for Social and 
Emotional Competence. His research interests are focused on 
how to create healthy spaces which promote the resilience, 
wellbeing and psychological wellbeing of children and young 
people. 

 
 

THE MALTESE NEWSLETTER AND THE WHOLE COMMUNITY OF 
ADELAIDE WELCOMES THE PRESIDENT OF MALTA TO OUR 

BEAUTIFUL STATE 
OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
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SWAPv Conference 2016  In Adelaide  
Student WellBeing 
and Prevention  
of 
Violence Research 
Centre (SWAPv) 

Inaugural  Conference 2016 

Enhancing child and adolescent well-being and preventing violence in school and early childhood 

settings 

 

The SWAPv inaugural conference, in partnership with Flinders Educational Futures Research 
Institute, Office of Indigenous Strategy & Engagement, The Wellbeing and Resilience Centre 
(SAHMRI), headspace, Relationships Australia (SA), is bringing together national and international 
researchers in the field of promoting student wellbeing, positive mental health, preventing violence and 
aggression, bullying and cyberbullying, and other related fields. Important foci include Indigenous 
conceptions and understandings of wellbeing and violence prevention and a focus on youth voice 
involving members of headspace. 

Opening Address by President Coleiro Preca of Malta- The President's Foundation for the 

Wellbeing of Society. (http://www.pfws.org.mt/) 
Performance: óBound and Unboundô by members of the Office of Indigenous Strategy and Engagement, 
Flinders University. 

Keynote Speakers 
¶ Professor Carmel Cefai 
o Director, Centre for Resilience and Socio-Emotional Health, University of Malta 
¶ Professor Catherine Blaya 
o President of the International Observatory of Violence in Schools, The University of Nice 
Sophia Antipolis, France. 
¶ Mr Agio Pereira 
o Honorable Minister of State and of the Presidency of the Council of Ministers, Timor-Leste. 
¶ Mr David Kelly 
o SAHMRI Wellbeing & Resilience Centre, Adelaide. 
¶ Ms Vikki Ryall 
o Head of Clinical Practice, headspace National Office. 
¶ Dr Jamie Lee 
o Principal Researcher, Relationships Australia, South Australia. 
¶ Dr John Halsey 
o Professor of Rural Education and Communities, School of Education, Flinders University. 
The program comprises more than 50 papers, posters, round table discussions, workshops and 
symposia. The conference links research with translation, dissemination and implementation. The 
program has taken up three main themes including, research and early career, policy and practice and 
schools and education. 

Venue details The Conference will be held at the Flinders University Tonsley campus. The address is 
1284 South Road, Clovelly Park. See Tonsley campus map: Flinders Papers and Posters Posters 
submissions are OPEN until 30 June 2016. 
Conference Dinner A conference dinner will  be held on Wednesday 13 July at Alere Restaurant at Flinders 

University, Bedford Park campus from 6-9.30pm. Cost is $65.00. 

 

http://www.pfws.org.mt/
https://www.flinders.edu.au/ehl/swapv/swapv-conference-2016/venue-flinders-tonsley-campus.cfm
https://www.flinders.edu.au/ehl/swapv/swapv-conference-2016/papers-and-posters.cfm
https://www.flinders.edu.au/ehl/swapv/swapv-conference-2016/papers-and-posters.cfm
https://www.flinders.edu.au/ehl/swapv/swapv-conference-2016/conference-dinner.cfm
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A federal election to determine 
all 226 members of the 45th 

Parliament of Australia  will 
take place on Saturday 2 July 
2016 after an extended eight-
week official campaign period. It 

is the first double dissolution  

since the 1987 election . 

Elections in Australia  use a 

full -preferential  system in 
one vote, one value  single -

member seats  for the 150 -
member House of Representatives  ( lower house ) and is changing from full -

preferential group voting tickets  to an optional -preferential  single transferable vote  
system of proportional representation  in the 76 -member Senate  (upper house ). 

Voting is compulsory . 

The Coalition  won the 2013 federal election  with 90 of the 150 seats in the House 

of Representatives, on a swing of 17 seats or 3.6 points on a two -party  basis, 
defeating the six -year Labor  government. Labor holds 55 seats, and crossbenchers  

hold the remaining five.  

By Westminster  convention, but subject to constitutional  constraints, the de cision as to 

the type of election and its date is for the prime minister , who advises the governor -

general  to set the process in motion by dissolving the lower or both house(s) and 

issuing writs for election .   

What is Vegemite?   

Vegemite is considered as much a part of Australia's heritage as 

kangaroos and the Holden cars. It is actually an Australian obsession 

that has become a unique and loved symbol of the Australian nation.   A 

Vegemite sandwich to an Austr alian kid is the equivalent of a peanut 

butter and jelly sandwich to an American kid -  but the taste is QUITE 
different!  

Vegemite is one of several yeast extract spreads sold in Australia. It is made 

from leftover brewers' yeast extract (a by -product of be er manufacture) and 

various vegetable and spice additives. It is very dark reddish -brown, almost black, in color, and 

one of the richest sources known of Vitamin B. It's thick like peanut butter, it's very salty, and 
it tastes like -  well let's just say th at it is an acquired taste!   

Australian children are brought up on Vegemite from the time they're babies. It is said that 

Australians are known to travel all over the world with at least one small jar of Vegemite in 
their luggage, for fear that they will n ot be able to find it.  

 Did You Know?  
22.7 million jars of Vegemite are manufactured in Australia every year -  that's 235 jars per 

minute.  
30 jars are sold in Australia for every one exported.  
Vegemite is in nine out of ten pantries in Australia.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliament_of_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Double_dissolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_federal_election,_1987
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elections_in_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Full-preferential_voting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/One_vote,_one_value
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Single-winner_voting_system
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Single-winner_voting_system
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_House_of_Representatives
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lower_house
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Group_voting_ticket
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Optional_preferential_voting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Single_transferable_vote
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Proportional_representation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Senate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Upper_house
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Compulsory_voting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coalition_(Australia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_federal_election,_2013
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Two-party-preferred_vote
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Labor_Party
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crossbenchers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westminster_system
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constitution_of_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prime_Minister_of_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Governor-General_of_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Governor-General_of_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Writ_of_election
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A QUIET ACHIEVER  
Hon Consul for Malta in Western Australia  

and Patron of the  Maltese Association of WA  Inc.  
Dr. Anthony Sciberras retires  

 

All of us are proud of, and grateful to Dr Tony 

Sciberras, for his achievements and accomplishments 
in is  career. Indeed, he has helped put in place the 
very  foundations that have made our club such a 

successful centre for ou r commu nity. The good Doctor 
has established himself as the epitome of all that is 

best in  a true and caring professional.  

We have much  to thank him for :  

 

Representing Malta and its people in Western 
Australia, at ofýcial functions, 

for 29 years, with no remuneration whatsoever.  

Patron of our Club since the 19903  

Available for medical attention to patients at home at all hours.  

Consul Doc ument Services to the Maltese in Western Australia.  

Teaching Maltese language, after long hours at his G.P practice.  

September 8th speeches at Kingôs Park, celebrat-  

ing Maltaôs National Day. (Tony just loves Maltaôs rich history!) 

There is so much more th at Dr Anthony has done well, efýciently, unassuming 

and always very modest about everything. May God bless you Tony and Connie 
ðAll of us in WA wish you the very best, here in Australia and on your long visit   
to Malta.    Tony Zammit  
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Ghar il-Kbir, Malta.    Marriage documents 1588-1733 
Discovered by Joseph Borg, transcribed and translated by Prof. Horatio Vella of 
the University of Malta. 

 
This book contains eighteen transcribed and translated 
Latin documents, falling into the period from 1588 
(Doc. 1) till 1733 (Doc. 18). 
 
These documents are only a sample of a larger 
number that have been discovered and collected by 
Mr Joseph Borg over the years, and do not show, by 
any means, an exhaustive picture of the Great Cave. 
 But they certainly reflect a lot on a habitation covering 
a century and a half (1588-1733).  Out of his own 
resources, Joseph Borg commissioned Prof. Horatio 
Vella of the University of Malta to transcribe and 
translate them. 
 
These documents are notarial deeds of couples going 
into marriage, promising and declaring what goods 
they were bringing into the marriage.  The very fact 
that the inhabitants of the Great Cave (Ghar il-Kbir) 
went to a Notary before marriage shows how these 
people were not completely cut off from the legal and 

religious practices of the rest of the island.  

These documents refer to who represented whom in the notarial deeds; what fields or other 

goods, including clothes and animals, were being pledged, and what conditions were imposed 

should the marriage have failed and so on. As such they are also invaluable to those doing 

genealogical research in this period. The book (248 pages) can be purchased from Book 

Distributors Ltd (BDL) on the following link: http://www.bdlbooks.com/social-aspects/4584-

documents-on-ghar-il -kbir-malta.htm 

 

Award winning bed & breakfast in Marsaxlokk 
Duncan welcomes you.  

Duncan's Guest House has been run by the same family since the hotel first opened over a hundred years ago 
in 1897. The present owners are the fourth generation to manage the hotel, so catering to people's needs is 
more a way of life for them, rather than a mere occupation. 

Michael, and John look forward to giving you a warm Maltese welcome in their family-run guest house in the 
fishing village of Marsaxlokk. 

The guest house is situated in a scenic location directly overlooking the harbour which has retained its 
character and appeal. From here, visitors can easily enjoy the numerous attractions that Malta has to offer. 

Malta is a country steeped in history, so it is appropriate that the hotel should be named after a Royal Navy anti-
submarine frigate which was used to escort ships bringing food to Malta during wartime, thereby ensuring that 
the population was well provided for. 

Indeed, the restaurant itself has enjoyed a long-standing reputation amongst locals for the delicious food it 
offers at excellent value for money. It is especially renowned for its homemade pizzas, cakes and wines, as well 
as its large selection of dishes, all of which are served in ample portions. 

Likewise the personalised service and comfortable accommodation available has enabled people from all over 
the world to enjoy a holiday tailored to their individual needs at a price they can afford. Their guest book is 
testimony to the fact that if you want to be looked after during your stay on Malta, there is nowhere better. 

www.duncanmalta.com 

http://www.bdlbooks.com/social-aspects/4584-documents-on-ghar-il-kbir-malta.htm
http://www.bdlbooks.com/social-aspects/4584-documents-on-ghar-il-kbir-malta.htm
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Pope Francis pets a tiger, and both show mercy 

By Rosie Scammell  
 
Pope Francis caresses a tiger during a Jubilee 
audience for the circus performers and street 
artists in Paul VI Hall at the Vatican on June 16, 
2016. Photo courtesy of REUTERS/Tony 
Gentile  
 
VATICAN CITY (RNS) Pope Francis got to pet a 
tiger cub and was treated to an acrobatics 
performance on Thursday (June 16) in the 
Vaticanôs latest ð and perhaps most unusual ð 
celebration for the Jubilee of Mercy. 
The Argentine pontiff smiled as he stroked the 6-
month old tiger, though both Francis and the big 

cat seemed wary of each other at first. But a minder distracted the tiger with a feeding bottle and the 
pope later joked about the experience. 
Francis was also presented with a bird of prey and was given a white magicianôs hat, part of the 
Jubilee for Circus and Traveling Show People.  

http://religionnews.com/author/rosie-scammell/
http://ncronline.org/blogs/francis-chronicles/pope-thanks-circus-performers-bringing-joy-often-dark-world
http://ncronline.org/blogs/francis-chronicles/pope-thanks-circus-performers-bringing-joy-often-dark-world
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WORLD SUMMIT ON ARTS AND CULTURE  IN MALTA  
 

The 7th World Summit on Arts and Culture is being held at the Mediterranean  
Confer ence Centre in V allett a between October 1 8 and 

October 21 , 2 016 . 
 
Previous World Summits have been held in Canada, Singapore, 

England, South Africa, Australia and Chile, and have proven their 
potential for stimulating international  

cooperation, learning an d information exchange for arts support 
agencies, artists, arts managers and policy makers worldwide.  
 

 The summit will see more than 400 arts policy makers, 
government representatives, arts managers, researchers and 

cultural practitioners from around the world get  
together in Malta to take part in a rich programme of debate, 
learning and information exchange.  

 
The World Summit will be jointly hosted by the International 

Federation of Arts Councils and Culture Agencies (lFACCA) and 
Arts Council Malta, the M altese  Governmentôs national agency 
for development and investment in the cu ltural and creative  

sectors.  
 

Dr Nina Obuljen Koriinek, an expert in the field of cultural and media policies with 
special focus on cultural diversity and international cultural re lations and co -operation, 
has been appointed programme director for the 7th edition of  

the summit.  
 

More infon'nation on the World Summit on Arts and Culture can be found on the summit 
website ð  www.crtsummit.org  

 

HELP NEEDED 

Dear frank. I love receiving the newsletter via an Australian 

cousin...the newsletter today shows the Maltese names on it...I 

am intrigued by the Debrincat name from Munxar at Gozo...do 

you have any knowledge if Brincat comes from that......as you 

don't list a brincat in your letter. .we are a family that has been 

traced back to Malta 1780...but it states brincat.......I cannot get 

to the bottom of this brincat. Name at all so are you saying it's a 

rarer name from where? any help from your readers would be 

appreciated........thank you from England  Carole...... 



Maltese Newsletter 125                                                                             June/July 2016  

www.ozmalta.page4.me  8 

The amazing village of GHARGHUR ï Malta 

 

This is one of the old villages of Malta. Recently a long 
controversy was carried out in some local papers about its 
name: Gǩargǩur or Gargur? 

Ancient records like the Militia list (1419-20) and the earliest 
parish documents call it Casali Grigori, Casal Gregorio, 
Casal Gargur. In certain maps of those times it appears as 
San Gregorio, or Gregorio, or Galgour. Throughout history 
the Maltese had a popular devotion to St.Gregory the Great, 
and in our village near Tal-Ferǩa there was a chapel 
dedicated to him, mentioned by Mons. Dusina (1575). Even 
today in the vicinity a few fields are known as ñtaô Girgorò. 

Since 1419-20 the name has undergone a series of 
variations by notaries and history writers. Agius de Soldanis 
gives Gargur and Gǩargǩur; Vassalliôs Lexicon includes 
Gǩargǩur, Gregorius, Gregorio, Ǩal Gǩargǩur (column 321). 
After him Ǩal Gǩargǩur gained ground, while Gargur was 
still in vogue up to Second World War. Today official 
documents give Ǩal Gǩargǩur. History lovers are divided. 
Others follow their sentimental preferences.  

The Locality 

Ǩal Gǩargǩur is one of the smallest villages in Malta having 
an area of around 2 square kilometres and a population of about 2,658 people (as published on 
gov.gazette 01.06.2012). It is a characteristic rural village situated between Naxxar and Madliena to the 
west and east respectively. The locality is an important example of a typical village still today 
surrounded by rural areas of good quality agricultural land. This provides for the quiet, serene 
atmosphere found within this locality with abundant green natural areas around it. Ǩal Gǩargǩur still 
retains a natural delineation all around the village, separating it entirely from surrounding localities. The 
village possesses a particular rural setting and character, which is important to conserve and protect. 

The urban part of Ǩal Gǩargǩur is predominantly residential in character with a typical village core 
surrounding the prominent church and square. Commercial and retail activities 
are limited to local shopping provision mainly within the Church area. 

Some of the best examples of areas of ecological value are found bordering Ǩal 
Gǩargǩur. These include Wied Anǣlu, Wied il-Faǩam, Wied taô Santa Marija taŨ-
ŧellieqa, Wied taô Piswella, Wied taô Santa Katerina and Wied id-Dis. The Great 
Fault also passes within the limits of Ǩal Gǩargǩur .Ǩal Gǩargǩur in fact is 
situated on high ground and its prominent position overlooking the coast of 
Baǩar iǙ-ǘagǩaq was found suitable for the location of the existing Broadcasting 

Transmission Station (previously the ex-Naval Signal Station). The Victoria Lines (1870-1899), a 
historical feature with recreational and tourism potential, is also present in the locality. 
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Feast of St. Peter and Paul at Nadur Gozo 
 

 
 

 Photo: On the right Dame Veronica Camilleri 

Cauchi  and Dame Marlene Muscat second from 

the left. 

Mnarja is the principal folk festival of Malta and 

a public holiday there, thought to have been originally a harvest festival.  

It is held in Buskett Gardens, a park with extensive vineyards and orange and lemon orchards not far 

from Mdina, Malta's medieval capital. 

The name of the festival is a corruption of the Italian luminaria, meaning "illumination," since in long-ago 

times, the bastions around Mdina were illuminated by bonfires for the event.  

At one time, Mnarja was such a popular and important feast that a husband traditionally promised his 

bride on their wedding day that he would take her to Buskett on Mnarja Day every year. 

Festivities begin on the eve of Mnarja with an agricultural show that continues through the next morning 

and folk-singing ( ghana ) and folk-music competitions.  

The traditional food of the evening is fried rabbit. On the following day, bareback horse and donkey 

races bring the feast to an end.  The winners receive paljj, "embroidered banners," which they donate to 

their town church.  Submitted by H.E. PeterPaul Portelli 

 

Ganni Bonniciôs Anzac memorial immortalized on 

Australia Post prepaid stationery 
Mathias MalliaMonday, 28 March 2016, 

Sculptor Ganni Bonnici's Anzac Memorial at the Argotti Botanical Gardens in Floriana has been 
immortalized on an Australia Post prepaid postal stationery envelope. The envelope shows the 
memorial in its entirety and the bronze figures are highlighted separately on the imprinted postage 
stamp. The photography was taken by Renee Figallo while the design of the envelope was done by 
Sharon Rodziewicz. 

Ganni Bonnici is one of the dominating figures in Maltese sculpture who made a name for himself 
throughout the years with monuments such as the Independence Monument in Floriana as well as 
a large number of religious statues all over Malta and Gozo. He was the first man to bring ceramic 
art to Malta, the first to design and make medals on the island, the first man to study art after 
WWII and he also designed one of the official commemorative Papal medals. 


