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The EU Trio Presidency 

Malta - January to June 2017 

Every six months a different member state holds the Presidency of the Council of the European 
Union. Holding the Presidency involves mediating and brokering 
compromises between the 28 EU member states and between 
EU institutions like the Council, European Commission and 
European Parliament. The sixth-month Presidency rotates 
between all the member states.  The presiding member state 
draws up the agenda for the Council and chairs all meetings.  

Ministers from the presiding member state chair the meetings 
with their fellow EU ministers (EU Council configurations). 
Meetings of the European heads of state and government and 
of European foreign affairs ministers have their own permanent 
chairs, however. 
Each Presidency works closely with the two member states that 
preceded or will follow it. This partnership is known as the óTrio 

Presidencyô. 

The trio determines long-term objectives and draws up an agenda of the major issues the Council 
will tackle over the next 18 months. To this end, each of the three member states draws up its own 
six-month project. The Netherlands is partnered with Slovakia, which will hold the Presidency from 
July to December 2016 and Malta, which will hold the Presidency from January to June 2017. 

 

http://peopleatwork.com.mt/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/European-Union-EU-Malta-Flags-Chrome-and-Satin-Table-Desk-Flag-Set-231355360493.jpg
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MARK BORG  -    Elvis Look-Alike 

Mark Borg is a Sydney-based entertainer and Elvis Presley impersonator. He has over ten years 
professional experience and has travelled internationally as ELVIS. 
He has travelled and performed in many countries around the world including: 
Malta (1998,2010,2012),  Germany (1998,2012),  England (2012),  SouthAfrica (2008) New Zealand 
(1998,2000,2004,2006), Singapore (2005) India (2005) 
Some of Mark Borgôs earliest exposure was an appearance on the Australian Music show SOUNDS as 
Elvis back in 1985. But in the last ten years, he has more seriously entertained and pleased crowds 

nationally and internationally. 
Voted Winner of the Best 
Elvis in Grace Brothers/BMG 
Artist of the Century 
Competition, 1999.  
  
Mark brings a special touch of 
the light hearted to every 
show. His audience rapport 
and interaction engage and 
include you like no other Elvis 
tribute or impersonation. Mark 
not only captures Elvisô music 
but something of the 
sensitivity of Elvis the man. 
Mark entertained the Maltese 
community of Adelaide this 

year during the Our Lady of Victories Annual Event at the Parish community Hall Lockleys.  
 

MALTA Independence Day celebrated in India 
  

On 21 September 2016 the High 
Commission in India celebrated the 
52nd Anniversary of Maltaôs 
Independence in New Delhi.  The 
celebration was held in the presence 
of Chief Guest Hon. V.K. Singh, 
Minister of State of External Affairs in 
the Government of India.  
Indian Members of Parliament, 
Government officials, members of the 
Maltese community in India, friends of 
Malta in India and the diplomatic 
community were greeted by High 
Commissioner Stephen Borg and 
First secretary Andrew Caruana 

Galizia at a reception on the lawns of the Imperial Hotel in New Delhi. 
In his brief welcoming address High Commissioner Borg thanked the Chief Guest for his 
presence at the celebration and recalled Maltaôs and Indiaôs proud and rich history.  The event 
was made possible with the generous support of our sponsors. 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjyi_vJg7vPAhXKo5QKHfDZB-MQjRwIBw&url=http://www.haberfieldvillage.com/#!mark-borg---born-again-elvis/zoom/c1hty/image16&bvm=bv.134495766,d.dGo&psig=AFQjCNGQcM-64Na-xbr-GEjDDLRQyRgfkg&ust=1475459981876755
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Ron Borg ï Adelaide - Australia 

Nelson Mandella once wrote  these words of wisdom!!!  WE CAN CHANGE 
THE WORLD AND MAKE IT A BETTER PLACE.  It is in your hands to make 
a diference 

On Sunday , 2nd October at  The Festa tal Bambina at Lockleys Parish in 
Adelaide, I  did see what this wise man  meant!  

After the mass at the Lockleys parish, the weather 
had changed, and it started to rain.  Consequently, 
the procession tal-Vitorija was cancelled and the 
rosary was recited inside the church with the 
Maltese Queen of Victories band playing the Marian 
hymns inside.   

This went beautifully, but it meant that the Band did 
not do the annual stop just   outside St Raphaelôs 
Nursing Home to play some music for the elderly 
residents there who usually take great pleasure 
in  listening to the band playing for 
them.                                                            

Not wishing to disappoint, the bandplayers  braved 
the rain and ran over to the home and assembled 
inside much to the surprise of the dear old people 
there  who were still sitting in the dining room.  Boy!! 
You want to see their faces light up as the Maltese 
Queen of Victories Band played the ñAve Mariaò and 
a few marches. Some even got up for a dance with 
Sister Bonny Attard! By the smile on their faces and 
their applause from their frail hands, it was obvious, 
that we had made a difference to lift their spirits for the 
day! Their ñThank Youò and appreciation were our 

reward.  

As if that was not enough, just as the bandsmen were leaving, a young man came over to me and 
asked me fervently if a ñcouple of usò would go to his father- in lawôs room and play him something 
because he was bed-ridden. How can you refuse a request like that! About four of us went to this 
old Italian gentlemanôs room, and there by his bedside where his family were, we played the Fatima, 
Ave Maria. The beaming smile on this old timerôs face was something to behold.   What can I 
sayééééé.. Thank God for this gift of Music!  

THE MALTESE NEWSLETTER CONGRATULATES  

THE MALTESE QUEEN OF VICTORIES BAND OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
FOR THE 35TH ANNIVERSARY SINCE ITS FOUNDATION  1981 - 2016 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi-otf69L_PAhVBRZQKHajdDWMQjRwIBw&url=https://myspace.com/mqvb&bvm=bv.134495766,d.dGo&psig=AFQjCNHT4ZjfdeCIX9TNSHKduOpK5lCQ5A&ust=1475627916599608
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwic9M_W7cTPAhWHkZQKHZH4C8oQjRwIBw&url=http://www.picgifs.com/music-graphics/percussion-instruments/&psig=AFQjCNF-FWxyMBn7im-v2kdIzX9LIgrc1w&ust=1475797834910714
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The Police Band  
The Malta Police Force Band was established by the then Commissioner of 

Police, Lieutenant Colonel Henry William Bamford in 1919.The band was 
formed up of bands men emanating from the Kings Own Regiment and the 

Malta Royal Artillery, under the charge of its first Director of Music Mro. E. 

Magro, being an ex-director of the Commander-in-Chief Orchestra in 
Malta.   Due to service exigencies, the Band was disbanded for several 

instances,  and it was again reactivated in 1994, on the 180th anniversary 
of the foundation of the Force. It made its debut in the presence of a well 

known Russian Police Band and the famous óBanda dellô Arma dei 
Carabinieriô during a march past and Guard of Honour at St. Georgeôs Square, Valletta. 

 

Over the past years, the Band 
performed on numerous occasions 

throughout the Maltese Islands, 
which performances were 

enthusiastically received by those in 

attendance.  During December, 
1999, the Malta Police Force Band 

participated for the first time in a 
massed-bands display with the 

Armed Forces of Malta Band, 
in  Valletta in order to mark the 

25th anniversary since Malta gained 

its status as a Republic.  Since 2004 
the band has been invited to 

participate during the Malta Military 
Tattoo together with several other foreign bands.   In 2005, the Band also had the opportunity to 

perform in Sicily.  

Upon Commissioner John Rizzoôs initiative, during 2002, 2005 and 2011, the Band recorded its first 
three compact discs including some of the best numbers from its wide music repertoire ranging from 

military marches to classic and popular music.  It was also the incumbent Commissioner, who during 

the year 2004, introduced for the first tim e a dancing ensemble formed up of band members. In 2006, 
the Police Band was further complimented with the Pipes & Drums.   

The Band currently has a complement of sixty-three musicians who are all regular members of the 

Force, hailing from various Districts and Branches in Malta and Gozo.  The Band is under the baton of 
its Director of Music, Senior Inspector Maestro Anthony Cassar, the fifth director since its 

establishment. 
 

The Bandôs role is to fulfil several commitments in support of the Malta Police Force during ceremonial 

occasions.  Throughout the year the Band also holds frequent displays and musical concerts.  These 
are held during national and other festivities organised by the Malta Tourism Authority, the Ministry 

for Gozo, Local Councils and charitable fund raising activities in Malta and Gozo.  The Band strives to 
achieve the highest standards and aims to be a bridge between the Corps and the general public.  

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj2k4ee-MDPAhUEnZQKHQLhDvgQjRwIBw&url=http://worldcoinnews.blogspot.com/2014_07_01_archive.html&bvm=bv.134495766,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNGSV_UuNBgtnL1huHbVOwbR-76E4Q&ust=1475663159190341
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjju476tr7PAhWLFpQKHW47AhMQjRwIBw&url=http://www.maltainternationalorganfestival.com/malta-police-band.html&psig=AFQjCNEQSZYyOR_xPjMTAdI2JiVCmuE-ag&ust=1475576780719844
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwicmr2D9cDPAhXLGJQKHb5cDIQQjRwIBw&url=https://vassallohistory.wordpress.com/malta-police/&psig=AFQjCNFa2WCZOAwEoQLH_hOvK-l3hf2RBA&ust=1475662176991830
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Book Review ς Nicholas Cutajar, Adelaide, 

Australia 

  

Many of us Maltese who studied the 16th Century history of 

Malta would recall the Great Siege that ended in 1565 with the 

defeat of the invaders from the  Ottoman Empires. 

Subsequently, the defeat of Lepanto, 1571, off the western 

coast of Greece, halted any further dreams of expansion in 

the Mediterranean. However in subsequent years (1598, 1603 

and 1601) further incursions on the islands were made but to 

no avail. But in mid 1614, the Ottoman army embarked on a 

major assault, referred to here as "razzia" in Maltese, with 

some 52 galleys, obviously this time determined to inflict 

heavy losses. 

Front page of the book containing the 8 papers presented during the second symposium organized 

by "Wirt iŨ-ŧejtun" under the same title, commemorating the 4th Centenary of the historical event. 

This no less important event in the annals of the Maltese history was the subject of a symposium 

held on the 5 July 2014 at the Old Parish Church of St. Catherine at Zejtun. It was organised by the 

revamped "Wirt iŨ-ŧejtun". Eight papers by some of most learned historians were read at this event, 

eventually edited and published (2014)  by Ruben Abela.  

  In the first reading, "A Failed and Final Attempt: A Historical Account Of The Ottoman 

INCURSION of 1614" by Giulia Privitelli (U of M) present a historical and socio-political context for 

this Ottoman incursion. It is based on 17th and 18th Century reports and accounts of the Order of 

St. John. At the same time, it explores contrasting perspectives of the political, military and strategic 

implications of the attack. It also aims to establish the impact of the attack on the Order of St. John 

and more importantly the local inhabitants.  Charles Debono of Heritage Malta, contributes "The 

Late Stages of The Ottoman Razzia on Malta in 1614". His 

treatment of the razzia after the defeat at iŨ- 

,  Fort St. Lucian defended the intrance of Marsaxlokk Bay. 

(Photo: Nicholas Cutajar) 

ŧejtun moves to the next scene, namely St. Thomas Bay. There 

they pillaged and sailed towards Mellieha Bay where they landed 

without difficulty. Ashore, they replenished their water supplies from  

is-Salini (today a nature reserve).  

Before returning to the ship, a group made their way up the hill setting fire to farmhouses on 

their way. Before returning to their ships, they gained access to the Sanctuary of Our Lady 

and ransacked the sacred site. This skirmish proved again the importance of the small 

towers around the Islands in particular St. Thomas and St. Paul's (Wignacourt) Towers. 
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WORLD WAR 1 -Carmelinaôs Story 

June 1940 -  Malta's Wartime Ordeal begins  
In 1939 the population woke up to reality when intensive work on the airfields 
was under way; the black-out practice, broken by the silence of the search-
lights maneuvers; gas-mask drills in government schools and the wailing 
sirens became the ordeal of our days.  

Valletta's Grand Harbour was looking empty as the battleships, cruisers, 
destroyers - that always filled our ports - were leaving, and the evacuation of 
vulnerable cities was recommended by the Acting Governor. British families 
were returning home and it was another indication that the war was on the 
doorstep. I was sixteen years old and our family were prepared for the war, 
because father had a fanatical discernment of the hostile situation in Europe. 

He was up to date with the news bulletin on radio and newspapers. He was a conformist of safety 
measures. I learnt from him that appeasement of Hitler was implausible and his main concerns were - 
observation of the curfew, the black-out practice and to see that the family has their gas mask 
accessible at whatever time. The evening News of the 10th June made the solemn announcement: 
'Mussolini declares war on Britain and France.' Malta is on alert. We had mixed emotions: 
apprehension: fear: penitential sorrow and resolutions: prayers and insecurity. Italy is close to Malta - 
Syracuse only 60 miles away from our shores, and at 6.40am 11 June 1940 the Italians were over 
Malta bombing our little Island. They timed their attack well. They picked that hour of the day when 
people had just left home - the men to go to work and the women and the children to hear their daily 
Mass. That year schools started their summer holidays on June 1 as a precautionary measure. 

I was startled at that early hour when my bedroom suddenly lit up; the room rocked with thundering 
sound, lightening and broken window glass. Stupefied I exclaimed: "Is this a storm? Impossible! 
Yesterday was such a beautiful cloudless blue sky: Is it . a bad dream?" My reflections were abruptly 
interrupted by mother, brother and sisters who came into the room and queried: "is this another air raid 
practice?.... or is this an air attack?" é the war é yes -- we were now into the immediate sphere of 
war. This was the first air attack. A bomb wrecked our house touching our back garden in "Msida", 
killing two people; others hit the new hospital on Gwardamangia Hill and Pieta Creek - my father was 
travelling on the bus and just missed a direct hit at Pieta. Six Royal Malta Artillery soldiers were killed 
at Fort St Elmo as the post they were manning received a direct hit. Events happened so suddenly, the 
Maltese found themselves under attack by the Italians by sunrise, before they could realize it.  

The sirens installed on Police stations and ARP Centres sounded the Air Raid Warning and the Raiders 
Passed and the church bells rang All Clear at least eight times on the first day. During air-raids we took 
cover under the dining table and after the all clear walked in the garden to listen and scan the blue sky 
for fear of a Reconnaissance Italian flight in anticipation of a raid attack in the night. In between we 
lamented with one another about an unknown future. News broadcast reported the raids and casualties. 
There were eight air attacks on that day but the severest one took place at sunset with a squadron of 
25 bombers in a formation of five packs that raided various localities. After a long spell of fear convulsed 
by the thundering of anti-aircraft guns fired by the monitor Terror berthed at "Gzira", the church bells 
were ringing to signify that it is 'all clear' and one can come out into the open.  
 
I stood at the doorway watching a great number of evacuees walking past me. I experienced the horror 
of an 'Exodus' of refugees. They were coming from the blitzed area of Gzira. It was the result of the 
eighth bombardment at sunset on the neighbouring town of Gzira where the anti-aircraft monitor - HMS 
Terror - was berthed in its waters and became a war target. The bombardment inflicted devastating 
damage - homes were ruined and persons were lying buried under demolished buildings. Its proximity 
to the inland, caused concern and encouraged evacuation. Entire families -babies, children, adults and 
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aged, weeping and yelling, were travelling on foot to a safer and sheltered destination, overloaded with 
utilities and valuables. 'Going where? ... to friends ... to relatives ...to the old railway tunnel dug under 
the Valletta fortifications?'. Malta was now in the front line of battle. 

The screaming of dropping bombs and their explosion, the hum-dam of falling and crushing masonry, 
persuaded us to accept the neighbour's invitation to evacuate. The next morning we accompanied them 
to their relatives residence in Rabat, a distance of 10 miles. The hostess was warm and kind. She 
received other refugees. She shared her house - a cellar and garden and two other storeys with five 
other families. The reward was love; care and support for each other that helped us endure the scourge 
of a looming tragedy. 

 Premju Anzjanitaô Attiva  

 Kav Joe M Attard ï Ghawdex, Malta  

Minn dawn il-kolonni tal-Maltese Newsletter nixtieq nifraǩ lis-Sur Joe Bartolo li nhar is-Sibt li gǩadda 

waqt serata fil-Lukanda Taô ǘenc fôTaô Sannat, ingǩata l-Premju óAnzjanitaô Attiva 2016 minn idejn 

is-Segretarju Parlamentari gǩall-Anzjanitaô Attiva u Persuni bi Bzonnijiet SpeǙjali Dr Justyne Caruana 

li uriet is-sodisfazjon kbir tagǩha li dis-sena gǩadd rekord taô anzjani applikaw gǩal dan l-unur ï mhux 

inqas minn 24 parteǙipant minn Malta u Gǩawdex.  Raddet ǩajr ukoll lill-Bord tal-gǩazla mmexxi gǩal 

darbôoǩra mill-Prof  Carmelo Borg li fisser kif timxi l-proǙedura biex il-membri jaslu gǩall-verdett 

finali.  Kienu prezenti dawk kollha li daǩlu gǩal dan il-Premju fosthom Lino Debono, ex deputat 

laburista li ngǩata Premu SpeǙjali mill-iSpeaker tal-Kamra tad-Deputati, prezenti gǩall-okkazjoni li 

qal li dan il-Gǩawdxi baqaô attiv billi gǩadna nsibuh sallum bǩala l-President tal-Union taô ex membri 

tal-Parlament.  Kienu prezenti wkoll l-Onor Robert Cutajar u Mons Isqof Mario Grech li fômessaǣǣ 

qasir li ta fisser kif is-soǙjeta taô zmienna gǩad gǩandha bzonn l-anzjani tagǩna gǩax minnhom 

gǩandha ǩafna xôtitgǩallem.  

 Joe Bartolo waqqaf l-grupp Talent Mosti u gǩal dawn l-aǩǩar 35 sena ǩadem fil-qasam tal-palk u t-

televizjoni bǩala attur.  Rawwem ir-Razzett tal-Markiz, gǩamlu ǘentru Nazzjonali u Kultura li jiǣbed 

fil -Mosta talent internazzjonali. Dejjem jagǩti sehmu gǩal Volontarjat, ǣid u ferǩ lejn il-proxxmu.  Is-

serata tmexxiet mis-Sur Narcy Calamatta, showman u attur magǩruf.  

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ 

Bôriǩ jew bôriefnu émiiktub minn Lina Brockdorff - Malta                                           

 Niftakar lil ziti, bi tbissima fuq xoffitha u bi ftit inkejja tikkwota dan il-qawl kull darba li tismaô lil 

ommi tilmenta minn xi emikranja, sturdament jew stonku mqalleb: Eh, 

oǩt, bôriǩ jew bôriefnu minn hawn irridu nsiefru. Ommi ma kinitx tiflaǩ 

aktar gǩal dan il-qawl, kienet tixtieq li tiŨbranaha lil oǩtha.  

   Fôilsienna nsibu li l-kelma riǩ hija popolari fl-idjomi u l-qwiel. Tgǩid, 

min jaf gǩaliex?  Jistaô jkun minǩabba l-fatt li r-riǩ huwa fattur  ewlieni 

tal-klima Maltija?  Gǩandna ǩabta niftaǩru mal-barranin li bilkemm 

issib jum wieǩed biss fis-sena li fih ma ngawdux ix-xemx ǩanina. 

Nieqfu hemm, ma nkomplux nammettu li ftit huma l-jiem li fihom ma 

jonfoǩx ir-riǩ, kemm dak kiesaǩ iqaxxar ǩmar tax-xitwa u kemm l-

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://www.polyvore.com/winds_in_mauritius_attractions/thing?id%3D62342341&bvm=bv.134495766,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNFf_Mt_lDHJ1ZJLMetty4A0tCeV3Q&ust=1475573014232445
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ieǩor imdellek u moǩmi tas-sajf. U li kieku ma kienx hekk kif tispjega l-fatt li xi ǩadd laqqam lil 

gŨiritna bǩala ñThe island of the four windsò! Kien gǩadhom ma basrux li fil-ǣejjieni qarib jistaô jiǣri 

li dan il-riǩ gǩandu mnejn ikun jiswa mitqlu deheb biex jipprovdi l-enerǣija.  

  Immorru lura lejn il-qawl tar-riǩ li ma nafx fôliema Ũmien twieled u kemm gǩandu gǩomor. Qed 

insemmi Ũ-Ũmien gǩax dan jaf iǣib bidla fôbosta xorti saǩansitra fit-tifsira tal-kliem. Gǩandi naǩseb li 

riǩ u riefnu  baqgǩu jfissru l-istess ǩaǣa li kienu jfissru  mijiet taô snin ilu; waqt li l-kelma safar ǣarrbet 

bidla ǣmielha. Forsi mhux fiha nfisha, gǩax baqgǩet tfisser li tǩalli x-xtut taô Malta u Gǩawdex.  

Imma  taô min inǩarsu lejn kif kulturalment safar ǩadet tifsira differenti biex ma ngǩidx kwaŨi opposta 

gǩal kollox gǩal dak li kienet tfisser snin ilu.  

   Malli ssemmi s-safar illum iǣǣib quddiem gǩajnejk xi vapur lussuŨ taô gǩoxrin sular jew akjtar u li 

fuqu ssib il-vera ǣenna tal-art é jew tal-baǩar, kif trid, kemm gǩall-ikel u x-xorb u mhux inqas gǩad-

divertiment. Jekk il-baǩar ma tantx jinŨillek aqbad ajruplan li bih tistaô ŨŨur l-ibgǩad rkejjen tad-dinja 

ï dejjem biex tiddeverti u tistrieǩ jew biex tesplora u tfittex l-avventura. Ǩolma li Ũgur jixtieqha kull 

maǩluq.  

   Imma, lura fiŨ-Ũmien meta s-safar kien perikoluŨ u mistmerr, dawk li jǩallu lil xtutna Ũgur li ma 

kinux jitilqu bôkapriǙǙ. Setgǩu kienu eŨiljati, maqbuda lsiera, qaddiefa tax-xwieni, inkella aktar qrib 

Ũmienna kienu mǣegǩlin iǩallu art twelidhom biex jaqilgǩu l-biǙǙa ǩobŨ. Timmaǣina li kien fih xi ǩajr 

safar bǩal dan? Mela naǩseb li taqblu miegǩi li dan il-qawl dwar riǩ u riefnu  kien ipinǣi stampa tetra 

taô diqa ǣmielha. Imbagǩad jekk kellek gǩaŨla ridt tiftakar: Qatt issiefer kontra r-riǩ.  

  Nerǣgǩu lura gǩar-riǩ, basta ma niksǩux wisq. Barra mill-fatt li naqblu li ladarba ngawdu r-riǩ 

kuljum, qisna lǩaqna ǩadna xi ftit tal-kunfidenza maôdil-kelma riǩ ukoll fejn il-kurrent tal-arja 

môgǩandux xôjaqsam. Tant hu hekk li jekk taqbdek flissjoni jew influwenza ǩafifa, aktarx tesprimi 

ruǩek billi tgǩid li mbukkajt riǩ, jekk mhux ukoll riefnu  jew riǩ idoqq l-iskotti. Aktarx li dak li qed 

jisimgǩek minflok ma jagǩdrek erǩilu jinkik u jikkripak:  bigǩu lil tal-mitǩna! Jew bigǩu lil Lazzru! U 

tgǩid dan Lazzru min kien? U xôkellu xôjaqsam mar-riǩ? Ikolli ngǩid li kien xi proxxmu magǩruf li 

kellu mitǩna tat-tǩin u allura gǩalih ir-riǩ kien ikun taô ǣid.  

   Qabel ma naslu gǩal din l-arja tiǙǙaqlaq, taô min jiftakar li nuŨaw il-kelma riǩ ukoll biex tfisser meta 

libsa, flokk jew qalziet ma jkunx joqgǩodlok sew u xi mkien jidher imlaǩlaǩ, ngǩidu gǩandu r-riǩ.  

Imma issa ejjew nitkellmu bis-serjetà dwar il-propja kelma riǩ u kif din inbnew madwarha numru 

mhux ǩaŨin tôespressjonijiet.  

  Minǩabba l-fatt li r-riǩ huwa inviŨibbli ǩadna d-drawwa li nqisuh bǩala oǣǣett bla siwi, hekk li 

ngǩidu  moǩǩ ir-riǩ gǩal min nieqes mill-gǩaqal; u tar mar-riǩ  gǩal xi ǩadd jew xi ǩaǣa li ma nafux 

xôsar minnha. Gǩal negozju li minnu môgǩandekx tama taô wisq qligǩ, jew meta nagǩmlu xi ǩaǣa li 

minnha ma nipprofittawx wisq, ngǩidu gǩar-riǩ bla xita. Meta xi ǩadd irabbi l-arja Ũejda malajr ngǩidu 

li ǩa r-riǩ. Jekk tǩoss li gǩandek vantaǣǣ fuq ǩaddieǩor tistaô tgǩid li tinsab fuq ir-riǩ  inkella li 

gǩandek ir-riǩ fil-qalaô.  

   Lil min jinsab bejn ǩaltejn meta gǩandu gǩaŨla nagǩtuh parir biex ma jǩallix is-sǩiǩ gǩar-riǩ. Lil dak 

li narawh inkwetat xi ftit iŨŨejjed dwar xi problema ngǩidulu erǩilu jonfoǩ ir-riǩ. Xi ǩadd li ma jkunx 

jaf fejn sejjer, malajr  ngǩidu fuqu li sejjer fejn isuqu r-riǩ, waqt li gǩal min hu galantom u mhux taô 

kemm idawwar fehmtu ngǩidu gǩax raǣel bil-gǩaqal ma jdurx maô kull riǩ. Gǩal min filgǩodu 

jistenbaǩ bôxi burdata kerha tismaô malajr il-fraŨi riǩ isfel illum, waqt li meta tkun bi tbissima fuq 

fommok jgǩidulek riǩ fuq.  
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   Jekk xi ǩadd iddiŨappuntak bla ma kiddek wisq tgǩid riǩ il-lixx, waqt li fil -kaŨ li sirt taf lil xi ǩadd 

gǩal Ũmien qasir u reǣaô gǩosfor ngǩidu r-riǩ li ǣabu reǣaô ǩadu. Meta tinqalgǩalna xi ǩaǣa li qatt ma 

konna nobsruha ngǩidu li nqalgǩet minn taǩt ir-riǩ. Mentri jekk xi ǩadd jidher li gǩalina hu xi ftit 

stramb jew li mhux gǩalkemm nifhmuh erǩilna llissnu xôriǩ kien dak inhar li twieled?  

  Min jimxi bir -riǩ isib ruǩu nofs taô triq. Din tfisser li jekk ikollok min jimbuttak fôxi avventura li ser 

tibda, Ũgur li jirnexxilek u fôkemm ilna ngǩidu tasal fônofs taô dak li qed tipprova takkwista. Waqt li 

jekk qed tagǩmel il-kuraǣǣ gǩax taf li gǩandek min iŨomm miegǩek, tisma min jgǩidlek: Bir-riǩ 

taôǩtienu qed juri snienu. Lil dik li tǩobb tpaǙpaǙ fuq in-nies inwissuha: Kelma Ũgǩira fuq ǣieǩ issir 

mitǩna tar-riǩ. Lil dak li jafda wisq fin-nies spiss iwissuh: Oqgǩod attent gǩax taǩsbu riǩ u ssibu slieǩ 

(ǩmieǣ tal-gǩasafar) .   Imbagǩad hemm xi qwiel li tassew jagǩtuh mill-agǩar lir-riǩ: isimgǩu ftit:  

 Riǩ il-LbiǙ jieǩu u le jǣib.   

Ir -riǩ imexxi l-bastimenti, imma hu jgǩarraqhom ukoll.  

Min jiŨraô r-riǩ jaǩsad it-tempesti.  

Ir -riǩ tax-Xirokku jǣiegǩel l-ernjuŨi jdoqqu.  

Riǩ isfel meta jniggeŨ il-ǩmar kemm jiŨfen.  

Mejju bla riǩ u l-biedja tifraǩ bih.  

  

Waqt li hemm oǩrajn li huma poŨittivi:  

  

Ir -riǩ fuq itajjar l-egǩbur (plural taô ógǩabraô) .  

Ir -riǩ lit-taǩǩan u x-xita lir-raǩǩal.  

Riǩ taô siegǩa jnaddaf qiegǩa.  

  

 Bdejna din il-kitba dwar ir-riǩ billi kkwotajna l-qawl taôBôriǩ jew bôriefnu ... Ser nispiǙǙaw fuq l-

istess nota: Gǩabra u riǩ, li gǩandek hawn tǩallih!  

 

L-AGOSTINJANI FôGHAWDEX JIFFESTEGGJAW   - Fl-

okkazjoni xejn komuni tal-BiǙentinarju mit-twaqqif tal-ProvinǙja Agostinjana Maltija (1817-2017) u tat-350 sena 

mit-twaqqif tal-Knisja taô Santô Wistin fir-Rabat Gǩawdex (1666-2016), nhar il-Gimgǩa filgǩaxija fil-Knisja taô dawn 

il-Patrijiet fil-Victoria saret Akkademja Muziko Letterarja li fiha ǩadu sehem il-Kor u l-Orkestra óStella Marisô 

flimkien maô gǩadd taô solisti taǩt id-direzzjoni tas-Surmast Carmel P. Grech li huwa l-Maestro di Cappella 

tôhawnhekk.   

 

Smajna  siltiet muŨikali mill-isbaǩ fosthom l-Innu lil dan l-Isqof gǩaref taô Ippona, óSancte Pater Augustineô,  is-

salmi óDixitô u óLaudate Pueriô taô Ferdinando Camilleri, is-óSalve Reginaô taô  Carmelo Zammit,  óBeata Virgo Mariaô 

taô Nazzareno  Refalo,  it-óTantum Ergoô taô Vincenzo Bugeja, flimkien maô Ũewǣ poeŨiji sbieǩ tal-okkazjoni waǩda 

miktuba mir-Rev Fr Geoffrey G. Attard u l-oǩra mill-poeta veteran Ganninu Cremona.  Fôdin l-okkaŨjoni ǣie 

ppreŨentat il-ktieb dwar it-350 Sena mit-twaqqif tal-Knisja taô Santu Wistin fir-Rabat Gǩawdex miktub minn Patri 

Peter Cachia li anke tkellem dwar dan ix-xogǩol tiegǩu u fisser kif wasal gǩal din il-pubblikazzjoni interessanti.  Il-

ProvinǙjal tal-Ordni Patri Raymond Francalanza radd ǩajr lil kull min gǩen fôdik l-okkazjoni  kif l-istess gǩamel il-

Pirjol Patri Adeodato Schembri li tant iǩawtel bôrisq il-knisja u l-kunvent.   

 

Ǩadt gost immens nismaô d-diskors interessanti li gǩamel dwar Sant Wistin  l-ArǙipriet tal-ParroǙǙa tax-Xagǩra 

Monsinjur Carmelo Refalo li elebora dwar is-suǣǣett óFil-Qalb taô San Wistinô.  Is-serata taô madwar siegǩa u nofs 

intemmet  bl-Antifona  óSancte Pater Augustineô muŨika tal-Kan Luigi Fenech. Ǩadt pjaǙir nara attendenza sabiǩa 

gǩal din l-okkaŨjoni taô tifkira fosthom lill-E.T. Monsinjur Isqof Mario Grech u lill-Onor Segretarju Parlamentari gǩal 

Anzjanita Attiva u Persuni bi BŨonnijiet SpeǙjali Dr Justyne Caruana. IppreŨenta ferm tajjeb is-serata Ũ-ŨagǩŨugǩ 

Francesco Pio Attard (figlio dôarte).  Kav Joe M Attard      emarjos@hotmail.com  
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Vallettaôs favourite Saturday happened with a bang this year. 100 events. Over 1,000 creative 
participants. More than 70,000 visitors experienced the largest cultural event in Valletta. This 
yearôs Notte Bianca returned bigger and better than ever  

Notte Bianca has now become a staple on the Maltese cultural 
calendar. Every year locals and tourists of all ages flock to the 
capital to immerse themselves in the unique atmosphere 
created by the creative energy of hundreds of artistic events, 
the assembly of people from all walks of life, the feeling of 
communality through gastronomy, and of course the rich 
history and heritage of Valletta. The festivalôs holistic approach 
to arts and culture truly places Valletta, and all of its singular 
attributes, firmly in the spotlight. 

ñI am proud of the combined efforts of the Notte Bianca team 
and this yearôs participants,ò says Sean Buhagiar, Artistic 
Director. ñFrom the start, there has been a true commitment by 

everyone involved to ensure this yearôs Notte Bianca did not rest on its laurels but gave something fresh 
and exciting. We introduced a new variety of projects with our digital media instalments. We invited more 
internationally renowned guests such as Paris-based audio-visual artists Nonotak. I wish to thank 
everyone involved for making this year another overwhelming success. I hope we can continue to foster 
this forward-thinking spirit as we slowly begin preparations for our next edition. We hope to see you all 
again next year.ò 

Among the many innovative projects this year was Ǣejja Dgǩajsa. The project transformed Strait Street 
into a sea of paper boats set on metal stalks, which moved and swayed at the slightest touch. 
Festa Festun, an interactive light installation played on one of Maltaôs quirky feast traditions. It allowed 
members of the public to control an array of 1,000 individually addressable light bulbs along Republic 
Street to create grandiose visuals full of movement and colour.  

This yearôs Notte Bianca also hosted community projects such as Serata Kamrata headlined by ǘikku l-

Poplu, who also left the community space better than it found it. This was in line with the festivalôs ethos. 

Improved logistics and social media exposure also assisted in improving the festivalôs accessibility and 
reach. The special ferry services from each of the Three Cities to Valletta, allowed Birgu, Bormla and 
Senglea to become more integrated into the festivities. While the use of live streaming through Facebook, 
allowed those who could not be physically present in the city to experience Notte Biancaôs highlights in 
real time. 

Next year, Malta will captain the European Unionôs Presidency, while 2018 will crown Valletta as 
European Capital of Culture. These two honours will give Malta the opportunity to showcase its festival 
organising talents to a more global audience. The success of Notte Bianca 2016 is proof of what Malta 
and local creatives have to offer the international cultural scene and why Valletta is deserving of these 
prestigious honours.   http://www.maltaculture.com/news/category/council 

 



MALTESE NEWSLETTER 138                                OCTOBER 2016  

___________________________________________________________________ 

11 

 

 

 

 

There is still time to view an exhibition of a selection of philatelic items from the renowned Juncker Melitensia 
collection recently donated to the GPS, which should be of interest to non-philatelists too.  The Gozo Philatelic 
Society exhibit is housed in their showcase on level -1 at Il-Hagar Museum in Victoria.  

It includes numerous original 19th century letters sent from Malta using Great Britain stamps from the reign of 
Queen Victoria, together with further loose stamps showing clearly the A25 (both types) or M identificatory 
postmarks.   Opening hours at Il-Hagar Museum, St George's Square, are 9am-5pm seven days a week, there is 
no entrance fee.  
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Aǣenzija ŧgǩaŨagǩ is hosting a Christmas 
Market from Saturday 03 December 2016 
10.00 a.m. ï 8.00 p.m. till Sunday 04 
December 2016 from 10.00 a.m. till 5.00 
p.m. 
 
The Christmas Market provides young 
entrepreneurs - less than 35 years of age - 
with the opportunity to display and sell 
their products in a festive atmosphere. 
Products, which ideally should be made or 
sourced in Malta, shall include the 
following: 
 
Å Arts and crafts 
Å Jewellery and ceramics  
Å Cosmetics and beauty products 
Å Christmas decorations, stocking fillers 
and gifts  
Å Pastries and sweets 
Å Festive food and beverages  
Å etc 
 

Young entrepreneurs who are interested in 
participating in the Christmas Market 
should submit an application on 
agenzija.zghazagh@gov.mt. This form 
which can be downloaded by clicking here 
or from www.agenzijazghazagh.gov.mt or 
www.youthinfo.gov.mt, is to reach the 

Agency by not later than Friday 21st October 2016 12.00 p.m. 

President Maltese RSL Sub-branch ï South Australia 
He survived the relentless World War 2 bombardment of his homeland 
Malta, won his parachutist wings while serving with the British forces 

in 1947, came to Australia and then joined the RSL in 1961, and today serves as our Maltese sub-
branch president. 
Carmelo ñCharlieò Farrugia has now been presented with the RSLôs highest award, the Meritorious 
Medal at the 2016 State Conference which was held in the Torrens Training Depot drill Hall in 
Adelaide. His investiture (below) by national president Rod White follows the granting of life-
membership in 1997 and the AOM medal in 2010 ófor sterling work rendered to the Maltese community 
these past 50 years.ô  (THE SIGNAL) 

mailto:agenzija.zghazagh@gov.mt
http://www.agenzijazghazagh.gov.mt/Downloads/170/Youth_Village_Christmas_Market_App/
http://www.agenzijazghazagh.gov.mt/
http://www.youthinfo.gov.mt/

