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CULTURE THEMOTTO - BUILDING BRIDGES NOT WALLS

EDITOR: Frank L. Scicluna OAM CONTACT - Email: honconsul@live.com.au

TO ALL THE READERS OF
THE MALTESE NEWSLETTER

FROM THE EDITOR

First and foremost, | want to thank you all for your loyalty, friendliness and
patronage. As you may know, over the past three years, the editorial staff at THE
MALTESE NEWSLETTER, has gone through significant transition and our journal
_ spread like wildfire all over the world.

The past 12 months have been, at times, very challenging. Thosehallenges forced
us to look within, and to focus on how to produce the best magazine to promote
and share the history, culture, and heritage of the Maltese Islands.This is the last
edition for 2016.

Our journal is bilingual, English and Maltese, because ouraim is to reach the
younger generation and instill in them the love and appreciation of the magnificent and colourful
Maltese culture.

Maltese citizens are found all over the world and it is our aim to bring together all those who are
interested in this little rock in the middle of the Mediterranean, share stories, preserve our culture, and
build bridges in this global village. Please, share this journal with your relatives and friends.

| thank the many thousands who read, love and support our journal and a special thanks to those who
participate and send emails, stories, poems or articles for publication. We appreciate receiving the
hundreds of other journals, newsletters, newspapers and press releases.

| sincerely, wish everyone a healthy, prosperous andpeaceful NEW YEAR 2017

Frank Scicluna, Adelaide, Australia
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Leaders call for peace, tolerance in Christmas messages

The count r ycéasmel etaodgeertsher t o convey the seasonds ¢

for more tolerance and less hate speech.

President Marie Louise Coleiro Preca, Prime Minister Joseph Muscat, Opposition Leader Simon Busuttil
and Archbishop Charles Scicluna gave short speeches at the launch of the Milied Flimkien
campaign. The Opposition Leader said security is one of the things that we take most for granted.
Expressing his solidarity with the German people, Dr Busuttil said the Berlin attack showed how important
it was to treasure what is precious to us - security, serenity and peace.

Archbishop Scicluna said the angel standing next to baby Jesus in the Maltese crib at the Vatican carried

the message 6peace on earth. 6 T hshowedihe needsfor feal peate t h

among men.
Mgr Scicluna said Christmas was a time of peace and compassion and urged people to refrain from using
hate speech. But he said this should be an all-year-r ound attitude, not j ust
on this stage have been the victims of hate speech. But does not just affect us 1 there are people out
there who suffer because of the cruel words of others. Let us create a culture of peace in our homes, our

pl aces of work and in the media. 0

Referringtothe r ecent terror events, the Archbishop th

should also thank God for protecting us from the

The Prime Minister Joseph Muscat said today was a rare occasion where all leaders could agree on
somet hing, and today this was the need for all
speak in a hurtful way do not represent the essence of the Maltese people. They are the exception not
the norm and in fact we speak of them as individuals. But let us speak of the positive side of the Maltese.

We may have very differing opinions but we al way

Dr Muscat said one such example woul d be -Istivagwheno n
the Maltese donate out of a sense of duty. The Prime Minister also referred to the events in berlin.

ATerrorists want wus to abandon our everyday |I|ive

our families. We must do theexactopposi te for, the moment we stop
Instead of making a speech, President Marie Louise Coleiro Preca gave up her time for the voice of
children to be heard. She explained how the St Sebastian Qormi school had asked its pupils, in a creative
writing exercise, to write down whatever they wished of politicians. Laura Sammut Birmingham,
representing the children, read out the message.

She thanked the | eaders for their sacrif es,rifad
you do not al ways agree but you should d cuss i
The students said people were seemingly | osing
not categorise people. We cannot close our heart and reject those who are different from us. We would
like to see the authorities working together so that the country moves forward. We want to see you do
everything in your power so that no one lives in poverty and so that wealth is distributed fairly. We want

to see initiatives to help those in need and the lonely - initiatives that make people happy. We should
of fer shelter to those who escape war, and provi
she was speaking on behalf of all the leaders when she said that they would all take heed of the message
conveyed by the students during 2017. THE INDEPENDENT 20 Dec 2016
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m NEW YEAR’S TRADITIONS AND CUSTOMS IN MALTA

New Yeards Eve is one of the | argest global cel
the Gregorian calendar, December 31, before the New Year. Count down to the New Year no matter
where you are in the world.

In Maltathe New Year déds Eve Celebrati ons eultural spotsntieo | d
magni ficent St Georgeds Square. T h e thohgs Bamaqué c a |
identity, with buildings like the glorious Gr a n d ma s t e wilich suRauhds theearea. In fact, the
entire area has hosted over 20 000 people in past celebrations.

Since Valletta was announced the Capital of Culture for 2018, many

is-Sena t—‘Tcy'ﬁa exciting cultural events have been organized throughout the year in

light of this honourable title. Valletta 2018 Foundation is one of the
' main sponsors of the New Year 6s E

Ministry of Culture, the Valletta Local Council and the Ministry of

Tourism. The New Year Celebrations are definitely one of the most

HAPPYNEW VAR sought after events, attracting not only locals from all over the island,

but international visitors too.

The New Yeardés Eve celebrations wil | iditingtheiltalemtst op
on the spectacular stage that wil!l be set up i
talented bands and singers, to skilled DJO&s mixi

also be there to entertain the crowd and ensure that there is something for everyone!

The exciting countdown, the pop of the champagne cork, the many resolutions and the massive family
lunch are all things traditionally associated with New Year celebrations the world over, but many countries
follow particular traditions and customs.

This day, which marks the transition between the old year and the one about to start, is marked by
different customs. In Germany people drop molten lead into cold water, so as to predict the future from
the shape it hardens into.
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They also customarily leave api ece of the food eaten on New Yegar
midnight, as a way of guaranteeing a well stocked larder in the coming year.

In Australia, people tend to celebrate with picnhics and camping on the beach. They start their parties on
December 31, and at midnight they begin to make noise with any available instrument, to ring in the New

Year.

In Belgium the feast is known as Saint Sylvester Eve, parties are thrown and, at midnight, kisses and

good luck greetings are exchanged. On New Yearb s Day children write | ¢tt
godparents on decorated paper, and read these to them.

Bet ween 3 and 4am on New Year 6s morning in Walefp,
sprinkling an evergreen twig on the people and the rooms of the house, to bring good luck. On New
Year 6s Day the children travel around the neighlbo
and sweets.

Austrians call the event Sylvesterabend, that is, the Eve of Saint Sylvester. A spiced punch is prepared
in honour of the saint, and decorations and champagne form part of the celebrations. The idea of chasing
away all evil spirits of the old year is finalised by the firing of moroars, called boller. As in Malta, people
attend midnight mass, and trumpets are blown from the church towers at midnight.

In Scotland it is known as the Night of the Candle and people prepare for it by cleaning their home and
purifying it with a ritual, carrying burning juniper branches through the home.



https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/common/new-year-day
https://www.timeanddate.com/counters/newyeara.html
http://www.airmalta.com/destinations/malta/best-of-malta/culture
http://www.airmalta.com/destinations/malta/best-of-malta/valletta/palaces-of-valletta
http://www.airmalta.com/destinations/malta/best-of-malta/valletta/valletta-capital-of-culture-2018
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The customofthe Fi r st Footer, which holds that the firs
Day will bring good fortune for the coming year, is also practised. Traditionally, the first-foot is a tall,
dark-haired male, as a female or fair-haired male are regarded as unlucky in some places.

Trafalgar Square and Piccadilly Circus are habitually teeming with crowds of people, waiting to hear
the chimes of Londonb6s Big Ben, announcing the
celebrations to mark this major event, including spectacular fireworks, numerous parties, champagne
and gatherings with family and friends. However, a number of more traditional habits have been lost
over the years.

The sprinkling of white lime is one such tradition; common folk used to go out into the village streets on

New Yearb6s Eve and New Yearb6s Day sprinkling
symbolised a new beginning. After this they would ask the senior family member for a donation. This
traditionwas stilpr acti sed i n the 19300s.

L-i strina was another tradition observed on New
people would not receive gifts on Christmas Day
for gifts and little treats.

These traditions may have unfortunately died out, although some people still serve imbuljuta, a
traditional Maltese drink made using cocoa, chestnuts, cloves and citrus zest. Nevertheless, there is no
shortage of spectacular fireworks, merrymaking, exchange of good wishes and parties in the Maltese
New Year celebrations.

Immaculate Conception school teachers, nuns
dance to Justin Timberlake

Teachers at the Immaculate Conception school in Tarxien provided one of the most innovative
Christmas clips by lip-synching and dancing to the feel-good Justin Timberlake hit Can't Stop The
Feeling.Nuns joined teachers in dancing away to a delightful video which has racked up more than
80,000 views on Facebook.

"All members of staff would like to wish you all Happy Holidays and a Very Merry Christmas! Very
big well done to teachers involved in creating this video Valerie," said the video posted by St Jeanne
Antide College on Facebook. timesofmalta.com By Allied Newspapers Ltd

LET’S MAKE OUR JOURNAL GREAT IN 2017 MALTESE NEWSLETTER
KEEP ON SENDING YOUR COMMENTS, ARTICLES, 1. joumal tonGengi@live.conau 2
NEWS, STORIES, POEMS, PROFILES AND EMAILS of the MALTESE DIASPORA 2



http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20161217/local/watch-tarxien-school-teachers-nuns-dance-to-justin-timberlake.634090&h=_AQGsnnJ_&enc=AZMD78WLPS9eB9Tqf8-xh_qKs3T9yuxOSrCeOrm6CpCBfsnyRc1ys2wXk5R9_Pcc6wDH-yHgAYwDVSLa9NuU7Pzc_JTVYa9VckzrdPftztmWIJZOKa2GJ0d7CsPqJ_3LYSgL79qWKHXmiprHBBytLC_axFns1_Bi3KYXbDgCYHCScg&s=1
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PROFILE

His Grace Mgr Charles J. Scicluna was born of Emanuel and Maria Carmela née
Falzon in Toronto, Canada, on 15 May 1959. The
Scicluna family moved to Qormi, Malta, in 1960
and to Lija, Malta, in 1976. Mgr Scicluna was
educated at Saint Sebastian Primary School,
Qormi, at the Saint Joseph Secondary Technical
School , Paol a, and at
Cottonera. He entered the Law Course at the
University of Malta in 1976 and he graduated
Doctor of Laws in 1984. After completing his
Seminary studies and a Licentiate in Pastoral
Theology at the Faculty of Theology, Tal-Virtt, he was ordained to the Roman Catholic priesthood by
the Archbishop of Malta, Monsignor Joseph Mercieca, on 11 July 1986. Monsignor Scicluna was sent
to read Canon Law at the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome and obtained the doctorate in Canon
Law with specialization in Jurisprudence in 1991. After his Rome studies Mgr Scicluna worked on the
Malta Metropolitan Tribunal as Defender of the Bond and was lecturer in Pastoral Theology and Canon
Law at the University of Malta.

v

He served in the parishes of Attard, Saint Grego
at the Major Seminary between 1994 and 1995 when he was called to the Vatican to work on the
Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Segnatura as Substitute Promoter of Justice. In 1996 he was

appointed Postulator for the cause of beatificatii

Monsignor Scicluna was nominated Promoter of Justice at the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
detailed to investigate and prosecute the more grave crimes reserved to the exclusive competence of
the Congregation.

He has also lectured widely on issues concerning child protection in the Church, visiting a number of
local churches in Europe, Asia, Africa, the Americas, and Australia. While working in Rome, Mgr Scicluna
also helped with chaplaincy work at the Convent of the Nuns of Saint Bridget, Piazza Farnese, and as
Extraordinary Confessor at the Venerable English College in Rome. Mgr Scicluna is a Visiting Lecturer
in Penal Processes at the Pontifical Gregorian University (Rome). On 6th October 2012, Pope Benedict
XVI nominated Mgr Scicluna as Auxiliary Bishop of Malta and Titular Bishop of San Leone. He was
ordained Bishop on 24th November 2012.

On28thNovember 2012, he was nominated member of th
the Faith. On 18th October 2014, following the resignation of Mgr Paul Cremona O.P. from the office of
Archbishop of Malta, Pope Francis nominated Mgr Scicluna as Apostolic Administrator sede
vacante, with the authority to govern the Archdiocese of Malta until the new Archbishop of Malta takes
canonical possession of the Archdiocese. On 21st January 2015, Pope Francis nominated Mgr Scicluna
as President of the Special College within the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, to hear appeals
in processes concerning serious offences established under the Motu Proprio Sacramentorum
Sanctitatis Tutela.

On 27th February 2015, Pope Francis appointed Mgr Scicluna as Archbishop of Malta.

o
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https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjzjqaXmoDRAhWHW5QKHWO8AtAQjRwIBw&url=http://www.vassallomalta.com/Bishops/sciclunacj.htm&psig=AFQjCNFQQfAwW2IAwxcb3Zzk96why3UiPA&ust=1482234852634855
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mn-lE NEW HON CONSUL FOR MALTA IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA

PAUL CALLEJA hase been officially appointed Honorary Consul of Malta residing in Perth with
jurisdiction for Western Australia.

Paul Calleja was born in Birkirkara, MALTA and migrated to Western Australia as a child with his family
in the early 1950606s.

His primary and secondary educations were obtained in Catholic schools.
Aspirations for the religious life drew him to De La Salle institutions at
Cronulla and Burradoo in New South Wales where he furthered his
studies. A number o f his fellow Cronulla st
positions in the NSW and Federal governments in addition to the
Supreme Court.

After two years training with the De La Sale brothers Paul Calleja chose
not to pursue the religious life in favour of a teaching career in Perth. Once
=% graduated he taught in Catholic and State schools in the city and rural
areas as well as two year teaching assignment with the Zimbabwe Department of Education and
Culture. His teaching career cumulated in heading the Faculty of Society, Environment and Business
at a senior Catholic college.

I nterest in Maltese cultural, political and soci
contribution of articles to the Maltese Herald spanned over 20 years. He served nine years with the
Maltese Association of Western Australia committee, conceived and later foundered with others, the
Maltese Professional and Business Association of Western Australia (MPBA) and brought together
interested individuals in the creation of

the Child Migrants of Malta (CMOM) which succeeded in having a monument being erected at Pinto
Whar f in Maltads Grand harbour to honour for mef
consequences during the child migration years.

Paul Calleja also takes pleasure in history and writing. These interests coalesced in his four booksi
Mal t ese of t he Western Third, Tal es of Two Mi
(unpublished). He also collected and compiled newspaper articles pertaining to the Maltese in Western
Australia spaning a period over 100 years then published the collection in collaboration with MPBA
under the title of WA Ink.

Religion is also important to Paul Calleja. He feels the need to assist his local parish by serving as the
vice chair of his pari shos i&dahastveoladulCobildrancdne grandchidca u |
and another on the way.

ALL THE NEWSLETTERS

1 amn (l([di(’t?([ lo ARE PRESERVED AT THE
The Maltese JVewsletter OSEUM SuAL LN A

X( and read it )X( AND ON MY WEBSITE:
Jrom cover (o cover

www.ozmalta.page4.me
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21 Nov 2016 Ma | t a 6 s-on@he-Masve programme update

The Consul-on-the-Movepr ogr am was | aunched by Maltads Mini

on 5 May 2016 and provides certain consular sef

Consular posts, in different locations. Such services include the collection of biometric passport
applications. Thi s program conforms to the Government 0¢g
to the citizen.

After the successful introduction of the Consul-on-the-Move in South Australia, Tasmania, New Zealand
and Queensland, this service will now be introduced in Western Australia on Friday and Saturday 20-
21 January 2017.

In Perth the venue will be at the Maltese Association of Western Australia club at 1 May Holman Drive,
Bassendean,

The Consul-General for Melbourne will be facilitating the collection of passport applications from those
Maltese residing in Perth in addition to gathering of biometric data necessary for the issuing of the
passports.

Western Australia will become the third Australian State in which the Consul-on-the-Move service will
be introduced. There are plans to provide this service to all applicants who are eligible in all Australian
States where there is inadequate access for the issuing of passports, as long as there is sufficient
interest and demand that justify such travel.

The Consul-General for Melbourne will be in Adelaide, South Australia on the 24 and 25 March.

Meanwhile, the Minister for Foreign Affairs is proceeding with this project not just in Australia, but also
in Canada (Vancouver u Edmonton and St Johns), the USA (San Francisco, California, Detroit,
Houston, and Los Angeles), the United Kingdom (Cardiff in Wales and Edinburgh in Scotland), as well
as in two cities in Italy (Milan and Catania in Sicily).

Hence the Consul-on-the-Move is a worldwide program with the participation of five Maltese consulates
in those countries: Toronto, Washington, London, Rome and Melbourne. It is a pilot project over a five
year period.

So Maltese migrants or their descendants who live far from certain Maltese Embassies or
Consulates in Australia and other parts of the world, no can take an interest and plan to make
use of the Consul-on-the-Move service.

This service is available by appointment only. In Australia, the service may be accessed by
contacting the Malt a High Commission in Canberra and seeking further information about this
program as well as guidelines on the documentation required.

For further information and appointments please contact your respective location focal point as
indictaed below

Australia consul.meblourne@gov.mt +62 02 6290 1724
Canada consul.toronto@gov.mt +1(416)297 0922/0989
USA consul.washington@gov.mt +1(202)4623611/2

UK consul.london@gov.mt +44(0)207 292 4800
Italy consul.rome@gov.mt +39 06 687 9990

st


http://www.mccv.org.au/maltas-consul-on-the-move-programme-update/
mailto:consul.meblourne@gov
mailto:consul.toronto@gov.mt
mailto:consul.washington@gov.mt
mailto:consul.london@gov.mt
mailto:consul.rome@gov.mt

MALTESE NEWSLETTER 147 End of 2016

BTSN, NEW YEAR'S EVE IN MALTA

New Years Eve in Malta The southern
European nation of Malta, which is
officially referred as The Republic of
Malta, celebrates its New Year on the
date of January 1, following the
Georgian calendar system. A day
before, i.e. on December 31, which is
popularly called as New Years Eve all
over the world, is the day of major
celebrations all over Malta. New
) Years Eve is an important time in the
lives of the natives of Malta, as it
brings in enormous amount of
| happiness and celebration time.

The celebrations in Malta are high on
spirit and energy, which justify the title

of the o6éthe wildest party destination in the

Celebrations on New Years Eve in Malta On New Years Eve in Malta, people in huge numbers make
a visit to city restaurants, clubs, and pubs to be a part of the community celebrations. Most of these
restaurants and party clubs start aggressively promoting and advertising their places and the parties
scheduled to happen on New Years Eve, well before the arrival of New Years Eve.

Also, they ensure to pull as much crowd as possible to cash in the celebration time, by offering luring
packages, and by putting special arrangements of celebrations in place. With feasting and drinking
being an internal part of celebration tradition in Malta, every public party place ensure to have the
best menu on the platter for the evening, well accompanied by finest o champagne and wine. During
the time of New Years Eve, one gets to see the best of Maltese cooking, which is an amalgamation
of the original cooking of the inhabitants of Malta, and those who come out of other place to get
settled in Malta. Many of the Maltese dishes are Sicilian or Moorish in origin, and their consumption
during significant times such as on New Years Eve, reflect the influence Malta has gained over the
years from foreign territories.

Many people have their own house parties, which are by no means less entertaining and pleasurable
than the community parties. Good music, fine dining, and the companionship of near and dear ones
make it a warm and special place to be in on the very special day of New Years Eve. Those looking
to have a comparatively soothe celebrations head over to the beautiful beaches to spend some
quality time with close friends and family on New Years Eve. However, irrespective of the nature of
celebrations, New Years Eve on an overall aspect remains a family oriented affair in Malta.

Countdown culture and Fireworks on New Year® Eve in Malta The countdown culture is not that old,
and for the fact officially occurred for the first time in 2010 only. It was for the first time in the long
history of Malta to have any such nature of celebration, and it was usual for people to be over-

excited. Expect the same t o o0 c a With thetignBidant poiGteo r g

midnight drawing close, being a part of thousands on the streets, and counting down the last few
moments in concord is simply an unforgettable and extraordinary feeling. It is well accompanied by
the spectacular fireworks-show which is set off at the stroke of midnight to give a royal welcome to
New Year, and to mark arrival of New Year with style. However, the fireworks show is not as
spectacular or extraordinary to hold a special mentioning. While keeping in consideration of the fact
that Malta hosts International Fireworks Festival, one does expect something unusual and unique,
which usually doesndét come out on New Years

Ev e|.

2



https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjy0Yfwq_fQAhXIWbwKHfGRDJsQjRwIBw&url=https://www.timeanddate.com/counters/new-year-trivia.html&bvm=bv.142059868,bs.2,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNHq7Qn9lgfBN3LG7fTmRTPAJcHICg&ust=1481930098790677
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B, CHESTNUT SOUP - IMBULJUTA

If you like chestnuts you will absolutely love Imbuljuta
tal-Qastan. This Maltese bevemg traditionally served

after Midnight Mass and omn N
dried chestnuts, cocoa powder, whole gloves, water
sugar, dark chocolate and citrus zest and it tastes like
heaven! Maltaos

e & Imbuljuta (pronounced something liken-bul-yu-ta) is
one of my very favourite things to eat. For me, it is the
- essence of Christmas. It also takes me back to my

childhood and it revives the excitement that the season
should bring. It used to be served and shared after
midnight mass; unfortuately, nowadays plain hot chocolate is served instead. Pity.

2509 dried chestnuts

1 x 15ml tablespoon cocoa powder (not drinking chocolate, please)
3 tablespoons golden caster sugar

1 small cinnamon stick

1 whole tangerine peeceihtopedeh)er eds no need to|cu
Y, teaspoon cloves

500ml water

509 dark chocolate, cut into chunks

Give the chestnuts a good rinse under water, discard any that seem off. Place the rest in a large[bowl
cover them with a fresh batch of cold water and leave to soak oveffinghhext morning they will
be ready to be cooked, but first remove any brown skin that remained attached to the chestnuts. [prain
put them in a heaviased pan and cover with them with 500ml of cold water. Switch on the heatto
medium and let them cookntil they are tender, for | would say, around 40 minutes oAdd.the
cocoa powder, caster sugar, cinnamon stick, tangerine peel, cloves and dark chocolate. [Give
everything a stir and let the ingredients come together and cook for another 30 to 48 orirsate
Now ités ready to be scooped into your favjou
hot . But boy, itdéds good! Enjoy!

Maltese appomted mlnlster of Order of St John

Fra John Edward Critien has been voted the new Foreign
and Interior Minister of the Sovereign Military and
® Hospitaller Order of Saint John, the government said.

Born in Sliema, Fra Critien was also appointed head of the
chancellory, the office responsible for relations with
national associations, talks with third parties and the
i mpl ementation of the order §s
would be leading the order's diplomatic missions in the
world.



http://www.funzine.hu/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Imbuljuta.jpg
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The Scottish New Year is known as Hogmanay
and both New Year's Eve and New Year's Day
were also known as Daft Days.

In 1582, the Gregorian calendar reform
restored January 1 as New Year's day.
Although most Catholic countries adopted the
Gregorian calendar almost immediately, it was
only gradually adopted among Protestant
countries. The British, for example, did not
adopt the reformed calendar until 1752. Until
then, the British Empire & and their American coloniesd still celebrated the New Year in March.The Scottish New
Year is known as Hogmanay and both New Year's Eve and New Year's Day were also known as Daft Days. The first
Monday in January is a holiday and is referred to as Handsel Monday. In Scotland New Year's Eve is called
Hogomanay or Night of the Candle. Foods such as three cornered biscuits called Hogmanays are eaten. Other foods
that are special at this time of year are wine, cordials, cheese, bread, shortbread, oatcake, currant loaf and scones.
After sunset people are known to collect juniper and water to purify the home. The Scots prepare for the New Year
by cleaning their houses. This was believed to have been a purification ritual. They would perform a ritual of burning
juniper branches which they carried throughout the house so as to remove any lurking germs and diseases. The food
they would eat at New Year was Haggis, shortbread, scones, oatmeal cakes, cheese, whisky and wine as well as
traditional New Year black buns.

Netherlands. In the Netherlands people burn
Christmas trees on street bonfires and let off
fireworks to ring in the New Year and as a way of
driving out the spirits of the old year.

South Africa. In South Africa people ring in the New
Year with church bells ringing and gunshots being
fired. For those in the Cape Province New Year's
Day and Second New Year's Day are full of a
S camival atmosphere as there are carnivals where
people dress in colorful costumes and dance in
streets to the sound of drums.

Switzerland. In Switzerland people celebrate Old
Sylvester's Day on Jan 13 according to the Julian
calendar. People go through the streets dressed in
costumes and hats representing good and evil spirits.
They believe good luck comes from letting a drop of
o ) {' cream | and on the fl ooas
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" gy o said to bring a year of overflowing abundance.
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Overl ooking Vallettabts Grand Harbour, a memori a
World War Il. By Gisela Williams Nov 2016 Credit Luis Diaz Diaz
Ma & a Emer

Capibtyalt he S

With a history as rich as it has been
dramatic, Valletta has become
a laid-back coastal destination with a
thriving creative class.

People love to invade Malta. The
Mediterranean island nation, situated
between Sicily and Tunisia, counts among its
unwelcome guests the Romans, the
Ottomans, Napoleon and, in the early 20th
century, hundreds of Russian aristocrats
fleeing the fall of the czarist autocracy. For the
most part, the Maltese were having none of this. Napoleon was forced out after just two years, and the

Knights of Malta & effectively, and againstalloddsd def eat ed t he Ott oman Empji

I n Valletta, Mal tads capital, people stildl bring
if they had actually been there.

For all of Val l et © alegity is a UnesceVBotld Heritaget Sliteg ang thes16th-century

Sai nt J eCathedral in the center of town has been magnificently preserved 0 it has become in

recent years a Vvibrant cul tur al destination, Wi
Baroque architecture now houses boutique hotels instead of knights in armor, while none other than Renzo

Piano has refurbished the parliament and historic city gate. Art is increasingly moving indoors as well, with

several ambitious galleries on the horizon, and MUZA, a new National Museum of Fine Arts.

Valletta, like the rest of Malta, is a pastiche of historical influences. Its language has undertones ranging
from Arabic to Italian, among a variety of other dialects. The same is true of the food, a unique mix of
Mediterranean and North African influences & which, as it turns out, is one of the more positive results of
all those invasions.

Barogue Winter @nshine in Malta: the Valletta
International Baroque FestivaR017

Par David Karlin,

Why go to a Baroque music festival? You may have
favourite works from the period, which have stood the test

of ti me. Or the opposite: y
same old symphonies and concerti and the festival gives

you a chance to sample the thousands of baroque works

Q)

t hat aren6t often played. Y (u

real Baroque specialists, who understand every nuance of

their instruments and are continually exploring new ways

of making this music sound authentic. Perhaps you simply

love the environment of the Baroque with its ornate gilt

work and dramatic paintings and sculpture. Chapel St.
John Catherdral Valletta
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https://www.stjohnscocathedral.com/
http://muza.heritagemalta.org/
https://bachtrack.com/fr_FR/22/270/list-published/3

