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BRIEF HIST0RY  
 
With the arrival of the new statue of Our Lady Queen of Victories to the Maltese Franciscan Friars 
at Lockleys, the Maltese Community of South Australia saw the need to have its own cultural and 
community band. The task of this project was entrusted to the Maltese Chaplaincy Council under 
the guidance of the Maltese Chaplain, Father Edward Zammit OFM.  
The Chaplaincy Council designated its secretary Mr. Francis Brincat to explore the potential of 
forming such a band. Mr. Brincat with the assistance of many other individuals, prepared all the 
necessary ground work to initiate this band.  
He called a special meeting on February 8th 1981and an interim committee was elected to prepare 
the Maltese Queen of Victories Band (MQVB) constitution. The band was incorporated with the 
Corporate Affairs Department on July 6th 1982.  
During the following years the MQVB represented the Maltese Community with great pride both here 
in South Australia and Interstate. On many occasions the MQVB has been invited to perform at 
various special events, some of which have been in the presence of dignitaries from Malta and from 
within Australia. In 2006 the MQVB celebrated their Silver Jubilee.  
Reaching this milestone is something that all past and present administrators, musicians, musical 
directors and members can surely be proud of.  
 
 

MQVB Highlights 
 
 Å 1981 MQVB was Founded  

Å 1982 MQVB Constitution and Incorporation initiated.  

Å 1983 First interstate trip to Melbourne  

Å 1986 Performance for the President of Malta, Mrs Agatha Barbara & Archbishop of Malta, Mons. 

Joseph Mercieca.  

Å 1986 Performance to coincide with Mass celebrated by Pope John Paul II in Adelaide  

Å 1988 Participation in Australia's Bi-Centenary Celebrations Å 1990 Performance for the Prime 

Minister of Malta, Dr Edward Fenech Adami.  

Å 1991 10th Anniversary Ball 

 Å 1991 Salute to Maltese Societies  

Å 1993 Performance for the President of Malta, Dr Censu Tabone  

Å 1996 15th Anniversary "Musical Extravaganza" Concert  

Å 2001 20th Anniversary Concert "A Musical Odyssey In 2001"  

Å 2001 A Chronological History of the MQVB was published  

Å 2001 Release of MQVB first CD 

 Å 2006 25th Anniversary Concert  

Å 2006 New MQVB Uniforms unveiled  

Å 2006 25th Anniversar Slide Show CD 

 
Submitted by Joseph Chetcuti ï Kilburn ï South Australia  2017 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN  

MALTESE COMMUNITY INVITATION  

TO THE 

SECOND GENERATION REUNION PICNIC  
Itôs on again! We will be holding the picnic again with the intention of 

attracting even more family and friends!!! 
 

DATE:  March 26th, 2017 
TIME:  11.00am onwards 
PLACE: Bonython Park, Port Road (Opposite Coca Cola) 
  (Area 11, north of the lake) Look for the Maltese Flags!! 
BYO: Food, Drinks, Chairs, Shelter and any photos you may want to share 

 
This is an open invitation to the members of the Maltese Community of all ages and their 

families. 
For further information, you can contact: 
Catherine Saliba on 0438 825 174 or email catherine.saliba@yahoo.com 
 

THE MALTESE NEWSLETTER 
MENTIONED AT THE CONVENTION 
2015 

 THE JOURNAL OF THE MALTESE DIASPORA, 
PUBLISHED BY FRANK L. SCICLUNA, HON CONSUL 
FOR MALTA IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA, AND ALSO AT 
THIS CONVENTION, SAYS HE CREATED THIS 
NEWSLETTER THREE YEARS AGO, AND ñIT NOW 
HAS 72 ISSUES OUT.ò  

FRANK ADDS: ñIN MY CAPACITY AS CONSUL, I 
OFTEN AM ASKED BY MANY MALTESE CITIZENS TO 
GIVE THEM INFORMATION ABOUT MALTA.  MANY 
ARE PLANNING TO VISIT MALTA OR HAVE FRIENDS 
WHO ARE CONSIDERING IT. ALSO, AS A TEACHER 
OF MALTESE FOR MORE THAN 30 YEARS, I 
ACCUMULATED óHEAPSô OF MATERIAL ON THE 
CULTURE AND HISTORY OF MALTA. SO, I DECIDED 
TO START WRITING A PUBLICATION TO PROMOTE 
THE MALTESE ISLANDS. ñ 

SCICLUNA ALSO SAID: ñTHE NUMBER OF READERS 
IS IN THE THOUSANDS AND THE NEWSLETTER IS 
SENT PRIMARILY TO MALTESE IN EVERY CORNER 
OF THE WORLD. I COLLECT, WRITE, AND COLLATE 

THE INFORMATION MYSELF ALTHOUGH I RECEIVE REGULARLY CONTRIBUTIONS FROM SEVERAL READERS 
AND ASSOCIATIONS REGARDING THEIR ACTIVITIES AND FUNCTIONS. (PAGE 198) 

mailto:catherine.saliba@yahoo.com
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=MALTESE/AUSTRALIAN+FLAG&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=rvcaDt_lSvMg7M&tbnid=EClgTZCjlCp17M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.crossed-flag-pins.com/Friendship-Pins/Australia/Flag-Pins-Australia-Malta.html&ei=db01UdXkBNTKyQHO3YGIAQ&bvm=bv.43148975,d.dGI&psig=AFQjCNFFif-5eS0ejYL-yvREz_np0jGAuQ&ust=1362562798635278
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Dear Members and Friends of the Maltese 
Literature Group  and readers of  

The Maltese Newsletter 
I am very pleased to give you free access to my latest 

creation - a book of lyrics that I wrote over a span of 60 
years. 

The lyrics in this online flipbook are in Maltese and 
English. 

 To access the book, please click on the following link: 

http://online.fliphtml5.com/bxaj/dnpd   

Bejn Sema u Art - Versi f'Zewg Ilsna 
online.fliphtml5.com  

Bejn Sema u Art - Versi f'Zewg Ilsna  

 Thank you in advance for your comments, 
Through Mr Paul Vella ï Victoria Australia  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

http://online.fliphtml5.com/bxaj/dnpd
http://online.fliphtml5.com/bxaj/dnpd
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ñIl-Ǩajja u l-Istorja taô Ǣorǣ Agiusò magǩruf bǩala tal-MuŨew 
Ftit aktar minn erbaô snin ilu, Tonio Bonello  l-moǩǩ wara dan il-proǣett,  direttur maniǣerjali taô 
24sevenMedia,  minn dak li kien semaô  dwaru u partikolarment il-famuŨi taqbiliet tiegǩu, ra fôǢorǣ, 
enǙiklopedija oǩra umana.   
Gǩal min ma jafx, Ǣorǣ la jaf jaqra u lanqas jikteb. Dak kollu li gǩamel tul ǩajtu, ǩareǣ kollu frott 
intelliǣenza straordinarja li gǩandu taô taqbil spontanju, prattikament dwar kollox u kulǩadd - xogǩol li 
nistgǩu ngǩidulu teŨor imprezzabbli  li se jibqaô jitgawda gǩal ǣenerazzjonijiet li ǣejjin. 
ñIl-Ǩajja u l-Istorja taô Ǣorǣ Agius magǩruf bǩala tal-MuŨewò    jinkludi wkoll xejn  anqas minn  15-il 
personalità prominenti, Maltin u Gǩawdxin jitkellmu dwar ǩidmietu mill-perspettiva taô kull studju / 
professjoni tagǩhom rispettivament. 
Kemm l-EǙǙellenza Tagǩha, il-President taô Malta, Marie-Louise Coleiro Preca  kif ukoll il-Kardinal 
Prospero Grech aǙǙettataw li jagǩmlu  daǩla gǩal dan ix-xogǩol.  
L-Istorja taô Ǣorǣ, il-ǣabra taqbil, l-intervisti, ir-riǙerka u l-kumplament ǩadu erbaô snin sǩaǩ.  
Il-qofol taô dan ix-xogǩol hi l-ǣabra mill-isbaǩ taô taqbil, óil fuq minn tliet mitt taqbila taô ispirazzjoni, taô 
kuraǣǣ, taô ǩsieb u riflessjonijiet  li  Ǣorǣ ǩoloq u qasam magǩna lkoll Maltin u Gǩawdxin tul 65 sena taô 
Ũjarat taô missjoni kontinwa, kuljum iŨur postijiet pubbliǙi u jikkonsla eluf kbar taô Maltin u Gǩawdxin fl-
isptarijiet Maltin fejn minkejja l-et¨ taô 90 sena, Ǣorǣ gǩadu jagǩmel taô kuljum fl-Isptar Mater Dei. 
Dan il-ktieb jinkludi numru estensiv taô ritratti bil-kulur dwar il-ǩajja taô Ǣorǣ .  
L-Istorja taô Ǣorǣ  mhix il-bidu u t-tmiem. Hija l-bidu taô ǣrajja fejn minn Ũmien gǩal Ũmien, jekk Alla jrid se 
nkunu qed inkomplu  nlaqqugǩkom maô aktar persuni bǩal Ǣorǣ, Maltin!  
Dan hu l-ewwel volum fis-sensiela ǣdida, óMaltinô li titratta profili estensivi, mistǩarrǣa, studjati u riǙerkati 
dwar ǩajjet personalitajiet Maltin u Gǩawdxin li gǩamlu d-differenza fil-ǩajja taô dawn il-gŨejjer.  
óMaltinô hu proǣett ieǩor kunǙett taô 24sevenMedia bôkollaborazzjoni maô Miller Distributors Ltd. u negozji 
Agenda.  Ǩu okkaŨjoni minn din l-opportunità unika. Akkwista dan il-ktieb  illum, ktieb ideali wkoll li jistaô 
jingǩata bǩala rigal.  Submitted BY Doris Zammit (Malta 
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EU SUMMIT UPDATE 

Four prime ministers, nine milky teas and two-dozen 

Maltese pastizzi please 

Order up for four EU premiers and their 

partners at Rabatôs legendary Crystal Palace: 

óDis¨ te, zewg tuzzani pastizziô please  4 

February 2017, 2:56pm  MALTA TODAY 

 

"Irkotta jew pizelli Guz?" (Photo: Omar 

Camilleri/DOI) 

Four prime ministers enter a Maltese 

pastizzerija. The Maltese places the order, the 

rest get busy eating and sipping on tea and 

coffee.  

 

Itôs 2pm in Rabat, and prime ministers Charles 

Michel of Belgium, Xavier Bettel of Luxembourg, Miro Cerar of Slovenia, and their partners are being 

hosted by Joseph Muscat and his wife Michelle at the Crystal Palace, home of Maltaôs favourite savoury 

snack, the pastizz (or Maltese cheesecake).  

 

Enjoying an off day after the Malta Summit, Muscat this morning took the leaders and their partners to a 

tour of the Roman Villa and Mdina before heading to Serkin's 

Update 2: Government says ITS land contracts are published entirely 

Monday, 6 February 2017, 14:42Last update: about 11 hours ago 
  

Partit Demokratiku leader Marlene Farrugia 
is requesting more details on how prime 
location land in St Georgeôs Bay was 
handed over for development to a hotel 
group. 
In a letter to the Prime Minister, Dr Farrugia 
said that in the light of the transaction of the 
land until now occupied by the Institute of 
Tourism Studies, she would like the PM to 
give more details about the deal via a 
statement in Parliament. 
            In this way, certain points that were 

raised after the deal was announced would be clarified, she said. 
Last week, the government signed a 99-year temporary emphyteusis with db San Gorg Property Ltd for 
the current ITS site, and during the press conference it was stated that the government will receive nearly 
ú60 million in return. The project includes the building of a hotel, a commercial centre, and two towers 
primarily consisting of residential units, with a few floors dedicated to office space. The project still needs 
to go before the Planning Authority. 

http://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2017-02-06/local-news/Marlene-Farrugia-wants-more-details-on-transfer-of-land-to-db-Group-6736170041
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Arthur Gauci, the CEO of the db Group, has defended the ú60 million valuation of the ITS site deal 
signed earlier this week, following a number of arguments made that the draft Paceville master plan had 
valued the site at a higher price. 
In another statement, the Nationalist Party also called for the immediate publication of the contract that 
was signed with the db Group. 
Shadow minister Marthese Portelli and spokesman Ryan Callus said that once again the government 
chose to publish half a contract, and the piublic deserved to know more about the deal. 
It has transpired that 14 documents related to the deal have not been published so far, the PN said, 
including the site plan showing peninsula and shoreline. 
 
 

     

    

The Maltese Cultural Association of NSW has been 

able to secure permission to show to the public the 

Maltese musical phenomenon GENSNA IN 

CONCERT. this masterpiece the works of Maestro 

Paul Abela & the lyricist & poet Raymond 

Mahoney. 

 I do not believe there is a better way to refresh 

one's memory than with music & song as well as commentary Some of Malta's top 

vocalists take part backed by a 40 piece orchestra & a 100 plus choir.& the Allison White 

Dancers etc.  

Some of the award winning vocalists are, Bayzo,  Mary Rose Mallia,  Renato, Catherine 

Vigar, Paul Giordmania, Joe Cutajar, Mary Spiteri, Geogrina Abela, Ryan Abela, Ivan 

Grech, Ira Losco & many more. 

 

As you can imagine what Maestro Paul Abela & the Director Joe Galea have been able to 

do is to blend together some of the original vocalists who starred in Gensna the Rock 

Opera 30 years earlier & the younger generation vocalists & the result is simply fantastic. 

 

To see & enjoy this once in a lifetime experience is not to be missed. We may never again 

have this golden opportunity, so don't miss it..  

 

In this "Concert with a Difference" the popular & well known Cittadini will also be taking 

part. On Sunday 5 March at 2:00 pm at Wentwothville Leagues Club. 

 

Tickets are only $12 Adults & $8 Children U/12...For more information & tickets 

                Charles N.Mifsud   0421 662 298.              Jim Borg. 0418 825 591. 

                 Monica Ledger   0414 859 386              Charlie Mifsud. 0412 264 933.  

 
 

http://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2017-02-05/local-news/db-Group-CEO-defends-60-million-ITS-site-price-tag-6736169998
http://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2017-02-05/local-news/db-Group-CEO-defends-60-million-ITS-site-price-tag-6736169998
http://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2017-02-05/local-news/db-Group-CEO-defends-60-million-ITS-site-price-tag-6736169998
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Women wearing their ógǩonnellaô (traditional cape-like garment) 

accompany their children to school. A peasant wearing a cap and a 

waistcoat herds his goats down the street, on the lookout for clients 

wanting to buy some fresh milk, as a swaddled baby wearing a 

skull-cap (óskufjaô) looks on. Stray dogs mingle with the vivacious 

goats in the street, while automobiles vie with horse-drawn 

ókarozziniô for right of way, and a policeman dressed in a British 

uniform tries to coordinate it all.

Not Merchant Street as you know it, is it? The scene described, in fact, was a typical day in 

1933, a time when Malta was still under British 
rule. Much has changed since then, and many 
traditions have been lost, or if not, are only still 
hanging on by a thread. 

While it is obviously imperative for a country to 
evolve and improve with time, not only 
economically, technologically, and artistically, 
but also with regards to mentality and culture, 
it is also a pity that certain traditions are being 
forgotten. Each generation moves one step 
further away from our past and heritage, and 
though mentions of certain skills, customs and 

practices are sporadically brought up, this is not enough to bring them to life. 

Let us take, for example, the gǩonnella. 
Described as a ópeculiar black headdressô 
worn by Maltese women of age, this type of 
cape is to be found nowhere else in the world. 
There are many legends and stories about 
how and where the gǩonnella originated, but 
none are corroborated by any kind of 
evidence. Following the Second World War, 
the gǩonnella fell into disuse, particularly with 
the appearance of new trends and fashions. 

The purchase of fresh milk today has nothing 

at all to do with bleating goats stomping and 
defecating in front of your door, and karrozzini 
are used only as a tourist attraction and not as 
an actual or practical mode of transportation.  

Apart from these, there are many, many other Maltese customs and traditions which, I am sorry 
to say, future generations may know nothing about, at least unless we make it a point to revive 
them. 

http://www.eve.com.mt/2016/04/12/from-ghonnella-to-hotpants/
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi8hfHx2ZDSAhUEyrwKHeywAZMQjRwIBw&url=http://www.keywordhut.com/MTIgY2F0aG9saWMgdmlydHVlcw/&psig=AFQjCNHaF6R3CBig3Jm3vZVPBY02cISPMA&ust=1487199938405078

