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COMMISSION IN MALTA

Head of Mission Her Excellency Julienne Hince
Australian High Commissioner to Malta
Contact Information

Australian High Commission Ta' Xbiex Terrace TA'XBIEX XBX 1034 MALTA

Tel: (+356) 2133 8201  Fax: (+356) 2134 4059 Email: aushicom@onvol.net

General Business The High Commission office is open for general business between 8.30am to 4.00pm,
Monday to Friday, except for public holidays.

Passport Applications and Renewals (Appointment Only)

The High Commission office hours for passport applications and renewals are by Appointment
Only between 8.30am to 12.30pm, Monday to Friday, except for public holidays. For an Appointment
phone (+356) 21338201.

Photo left: Mr Frank Scicluna, Hon Consul for Malta in South Australia, presenting the commemorative
book MALTA- THE NURSE OF THE MEDITERRANEAN to Ms Hince in Adelaide

Photo: right 7 H.E. Marie Louise Coleiro Preca, President of Malta, pictured with Ms. Julienne Hince,
Australian Huigh Commissioner
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VERONIQUE VELLA

CLASS PIANIST Véronique Vella (née Zammit) has written

orchestral, solo, chamber and electroacoustic pieces that have been
performed in the UK, France, Malta, Italy, Germany, Austria, Malaysia
and the US. Since taking up composition in 2005, her works have
featured in many festivals locally and abroad, particularly in UK. These
include Sound, Sonicfusion, Musica Nova, Edinburgh Festival Fringe,
Classical Guitar Retreat Festival and Glasgow West End Festival.
Interpreters of her work include The Orchestra of Scottish Opera, the
Malta Philharmonic Orchestra, the Edinburgh Quartet, the Research
Ensemble, Equinox Trio, McAllister Agnew duo, flautist Richard Craig, pianist Peter Evans,
horn-player Neil Fellows and former member of the Arditti quartet, cellist Rohan de Saram.

Véronique obtained a PhD from Edinburgh Napier University in 2008 and is the first Maltese
woman to be awarded a Doctorate in Music Composition. Her thesis is entitled Towards a
Notion of Cultural Soundscape as an Informant to Original Music Compaosition with particular
reference to that of the Maltese Islands. Some of her pieces such as Ritratti, Epilogue and L-
Ewwel Xita employ original text in Maltese, a language that is rarely featured in the concert-
hall. Many of her other works bear Maltese titles, including chamber music work Fjuri, which
was described by internationally acclaimed composer Nigel Osborne, as "a stroke of genius".
http://zfinmalta.org/biographies/veronique-vella
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Maltese top EU
consumers of canned fish

James Debono

HOBZ BI1Z-ZEJT MAKES MALTESE
EUROPEGS MOST AVI D
CONSUMERS OF CANNED FISH,
WITH AT LEAST ONE IN EVERY
TWO EATING TINNED FISH AT

* LEAST ONCE A WEEK

89% of the Maltese buy tinned fish products oo
surrounded by a sea providing fresh produce, Maltese kitchen shelves are still well stocked with
canned tuna and mackarel. In fact the Maltese, whose hobz biz-zejt is one of their staple

snacks, are the most I|ikely in Europe to bu

=]

Malta is the only country among the EU 28 where at least one in every two eat tinned fish at
least once a week. Countries with the highest proportions of respondents who say this include
Malta (89%), Spain (86%) and Slovakia (79%), compared with slightly more than half of the
respondents in Romania (51%), Germany (51%) and Belgium (52%).

The survey shows that 46% of the Maltese eat fish at home at least once a week. This makes

the Maltese the tenth most likely in Europe to eat fish on a weekly basis. In 24 of the 28

Member States, the absolute majority of respgon
ti meod. Count r i e soporions df redpdneenthiwhg daetisistinclpde Greece (93%),
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Malta (90%), Portugal (87%) and Spain (87%), while lower proportions can be found in the
Czech Republic (52%), Poland (52%) and Sweden (56%).

Consumers in Malta (74%), Italy (59%) and Greece (59%) are more likely to buy fishery and
aquaculture products (FAPs) from the fishmonger, compared with respondents in Slovakia
(10%), the United Kingdom (19%) and Finland (22%).

In 25 out of 28 Member States, the majority of respondents say they buy fishery and
aquaculture products at the grocery store, supermarket or hypermarket. More than nine in 10
consumers of FAPs in Finland (95%), Sweden (93%) and Slovakia (92%) say they do so, while
consumers in Malta (40%) and Greece (46%) are the less likely to buy fishery and aquaculture
products at the grocery store, supermarket or hypermarket.

The absolute majority of respondents in two countries prefer wild products i Greece and Malta
(both 60%) i whilst half of the respondents in Portugal (50%) and France (50%) prefer their
fishery and aquaculture products to be wild. Least likely to have a preference for wild products
are respondents in Slovakia (18%).

Maltese RSLi#-Branch N.S.W.
ANNUALGENERAMEETING 16 Feb 2017

It is with great pleasure to announce the results of the Annual General Meeting of the
Maltese Returned Services League i NSW Branch are as follows:
\ g President i Charles N Mifsud, Vice-President 11 Alfred Carabott, Vice President 2
i Frank Delia, Secretary 1 Doris Pocock, Treasurer i Andrew Magro, Welfare

Officer i Catherine Vella, Pension Officer i Lilian Taliana, Recruiting/Membership Officer i Doris
Pocock. District Council Delegate 1 - Catherine Vella Delegate 21 Charles Attard
Maltese Community Council  Delegate 1 - Alfred Carabott, Delegate 2 i Dorothy Gatt
Delegate 31 Lilian Taliana Trustee 1 - Frank Delia Trustee 21 Alfred Carabott, Trustee 371 Paul
Degiorgio

HISTORY - The Maltese Branchofthe RSL (II-F e r g k a Ma-R3L)iwpsaestablashed ih the late
50's but was given the charter as a branch in the mid 1960's to look after the welfare of the Maltese ex-
servicemen/women who had migrated to Australia from Malta, especially after the war.

The main aim was to ensure that Maltese ex-servicemen/women were given their proper entitlements by
way of pensions and medical benefits from the British and Australian authorities. Many ex-servicemen
were assisted in obtaining these benefits that otherwise they would not have obtained because of
ignorance of their entitlements.

In the mid 1970's the Branch started taking part in the ANZAC Day memorial which by this time had changed
from a day glorifying war to one of remembrance of the fallen during the wars in which Australia and NZ had
taken part. Maltese ex-servicemen who had lost their medals were assisted in obtaining original or duplicate
medals. The memorial now takes two forms - the laying of a wreath on the cenotaph in Martin Place on the
eve of ANZAC Day and marching as a Maltese contingent on ANZAC Day.

As the number of ex-servicemen has been rapidly dwindling, the Australian custom has now been adopted
of inviting the sons and daughters of ex-servicemen to march in their place and carry their medals. Every
year the Maltese contingent is commented on very favorably by the TV commentators and the marchers
receive a standing ovation. (MCCNSW)
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MOROCCAN COMMUNITY IN MALTA

Identification Number: VO/0694

® P CONTACT INFO _ :

i Josphil, St Rocco Street,, B
Zebbug ZBG 2025Call +356

) 7946 4569
Moroccan Community in Malta
moroccan .community.
malta@gmail.com

"

Ly, AT
Moroccan Community in Malta
https://www.facebook.com/pages/edit/?id=333405863395125&sk=basic
Moroccan Community in Malta" Identification Number: VO/0694 Principle Purpose:
Social and Community Advancememt t: is a non-governmen organisation established

on 31 August 2012.MRM was founded by its President, Mrs. Dounia Borg
The Moroccan Community in Malta has the following objectives:

1 To foster the friendship and ties between the Maltese and Moroccan
communities in Malta.

1 Be active and act as a point of reference so that residents in Malta of
Moroccan origin integrate themselves within the Maltese community.
Be active and assist residents of Moroccan origin in Malta.
Be active and endeavour in assisting residents in Malta of Moroccan
origin to gain their rights and understand their duties as residents in
Malta.
To organise courses in order that members are trained so they may
understand their responsibilities better and carry out their civic duties
more effectively within the community.

Fake ‘caption’ to a photo turned
into a nightmare

The impala stares defiantly down the camera lens. Inset:

Maltese wildlife photographer Alison Buttigieg.

Run down by cheetahs, an impala stares defiantly
down a camera lens moments before its death.

Shot by a Maltese wildlife photographer, the striking image went viral around the world last week,
accompanied by a haunting story: the impala was sacrificing herself to allow her calves to escape.
The photographer, the story said, was driven to depression by what she had witnessed.

That story was a lie. Alison Buttigieg, a 36-year old photographer living in Finland, was enjoying a
quiet day last Saturday when her phone went off. A friend had seen the image, recognised it as
hers and was worried about her depression.

At first Ms Buttigieg, who is not depressed, found the situation amusing. But another message
followed, and another, and eventually hundreds. Some were friends and family asking about her
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mental health, others were strangers angry that she had not done anything to save the impala. Ms
Buttigieg had shot the i mage, which won an iite
standard outingo in Kenyads Maasai Mara resef Ve

The story behind it was dramatic, but not quite as heartwarming. The impala had been brought
down by a mother cheetah, teaching her cubs to kill. The cubs struggled with the task, until the
mother put the impala out of its misery herself.

The fabrication was mor e o&ssianalemkedireprofileMgs t8gged,t | g |
bringing the fake story and her supposed mental health issues to the attention of colleagues and
employers.

The story was shared hundreds of thousands of times and
was picked up by media as far as India and Sri Lanka. Just
yesterday, a Bollywood star shared it on Instagram, giving

- the story legs again as he was mocked in Indian media for
his credulity.

AA highlight of my photogrijppl
"~ nightmare, 0 Ms Buttigieg wrfot

set the record straight after hours upon hours filing

individual reports on each of the shared images. In 13 years of travelling the world snapping shots
of natureds most majestic creatures, she hasi|fha
so far and so fast, and never accompanied by such inventions.

While angry about the experience, Ms Buttigieg said she was not looking for any additional attention,

but was keen to show just how quickly o6fakerf|ne

those dragged into its midst. il never I magfl ne
0 she said.

THE SIEGE OF MALTA WW?2

The Battle for Malta is one of the most vicious aljd
violent episodes of the Second World War. The tifhy
Mediterranea island is smaller than the Isle ¢
Wight, yet between 1940 and 1942 more bombs [ell
on Malta than fell on Britain during the entire Blit3}
As Axis forces threw all they had at the island, thdke
on Malta were forced to endure a sustained attjick
from the @& and a rapidly deteriorating condition 0
the ground. Beyond any form of austerity that \ye
might understand, little Malta was close to starvi

of the Mediterranean, by 1942 Malta had become the modtdmbpiace on Earth. Whilst the level of
brutal attacks may seem out of all proportion to the islands size it actually only serves to underline it
importancd for Malta held the key to the entire war in the Mediterranean and North Africa



MALTESE NEWSLETTER 155 February 2017

SAINT NICHOLAS FESTA COMMITTEE

Presents

Sunday 12" March 2017

Good Shepherd Community Centre |
130-136 Hyatts Road, Plumpton
(Opposite the shopping centre)

9.00 am to 1.00 pm
Bacon & Eggs Rolls, Tea & Coffee Available through the morning

For enquiries contact
Charlie Gatt — 0412 278 949 or Jim Farrugia — 0416 090 420

FOLLOWED BY

THE BIG FETE — FIERA TAL - FNIEK
At 1.30pm

\ Music & Entertainment by:
g/%\ Joe Xuereb, Ron Borg & Tony Fenech
R

with lots of popular music for your enjoyment

Loads of fantastic prizes to be won
There will be drinks and food of all types including:
‘Pastizzi and Hobz biz-zejt jew bil-Bigilla’
And FREE ice-cream for all children

ENTRY IS FREE AND PLENTY OF PARKING
So come along, bring your family and friends! ==

IMPORTANT DATES FOR 2017

Lejla Fil-Buskett & Car Exhibition on Sunday 2™ July
Fiera on Sunday 15" October

@ The Feast of St Nicholas on Sunday 3" December L,
% For further information please contact: x
The President - Joe Fenech — 0412 009 957 / jfenech3@bigpond.com

Or
Public Relations Officer - Emmanuel Vella - 0405 677 064 / man_stel_vella@hotmail.com
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“Nau mai, haere mai” Welcome, welcome to Rotorua
Rotorua - New Zealand

A City Embraces Geothermal
Activity
Rotorua New Zealand is located in the North
Island near the Bay of Plenty with a population
of 55,600. The name
i Maori language and means two lakes.

Rotorua is fairly unique in New Zealand due to the smell of rotten eggs and its geothermal activity.
The smell of rotten eggs is actually not rotten eggs it is the hydrogen sulphide which is a by product
of the geothermal activity. Geothermal activity means that Rotorua has a lot of naturally heated
pools of water and mud which is believed to have healing properties. These properties were taken
advantage of and Rotorua is now known for its spas. The spas in Rotorua are amazing with warm

= . mud baths to rejuvenate the skin and steam
pools to unwind, the mud is considered so
good that it is sold in cosmetics.

Many parks around Rotorua New Zealand
showcase geysers. These are vents in the
ground that erupt with hot water once the
pressure has reached a certain point. The
pressure builds up in intervals, so many
spectators organise their park visit around this
spectacle. Most combine their visit with a
scenic tour or take a stroll to the Maori village
at Lake Rotorua.

Close by Mount Tarawera is found. The volcano erupted in 1886 burying several villages and the
8th wonder of the world the Pink and White Terraces were destroyed. One of the buried villages
has been excavated and because the ash preserved most things we can have look at how the world
was back then. There is also a museum which tells stories of the event and displays the artefacts
from some of the villages.

LOCATION THISIS THE CATCH-CRY é
AND IT HOLDS A PRETTY POWERFUL
PROMISE AS WELL AS AN INVITATION TO
EXPERI ENCE ROT
EXTRAORDINARY  SLICE OF
ZEALAND. EXPERIENCE NEW ZEALAND'S
FOOD, CULTURE AND LEGENDS WITH A
VISIT TO ROTORUA, THE CULTURAL
HEARTLAND OF THE COUNTRY. JUST
OVER A THIRD OF ROTORUA'S
POPULATION IS MAORI, SO THE REGION
IS THE BEST PLACE TO IMMERSE
YOURSELF IN NEW ZEALAND'S
INDIGENOUS CULTURE. JOURNEY TO
THE HEARTLAND OF MAORI CULTURE,
TO THE CENTER OF NEW ZEALAND'S SPECTACULAR GEOTHERMAL WONDERLAND AND
DISCOVER THE SPIRIT OF ROTORUA. A NAU MAI , H A EVREECOWE,l VGELCOME,
WELCOME TO ROTORUA
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ALL NATIONS MARIAN CENTRE —FLANAGANS DRIVE, BACCHUS MARSH VICTORIA, 3340

Ta’ Pinu Shrine

Our Lady, Queen of the Family
A CALL TO PRAYER

Dear Friends of Ta Pinu Shrine,

Despite being temporarily away from the Shrine, It gives me great pleasure to officially invite you to

join us as we welcome the Centennial image of the Blessed Virgin as part of the 100" Anniversary
Celebration of Her Apparition at Fatima. Just like every family unite around their motherly figure to
honour and to be showered with her blessings, we seek your consideration to DEDICATE THIS VERY
DAY to The Blessed Virgin, Mary i Mother of God and Our heavenly Mother.

Monday 13" March 2017 will be a truly Marian Day of Prayer at the Shrine.

It is also a public day in Victoria (Aust), therefore, we, at Ta Pinu Shrine have every reason to gather
together as ONE family. To demonstrate our true devotion to our Heavenly Mother. and to work on our
genuine effort to fulfil our obligations by h
presence.

| wish to make a very special appeal to all those among you who play a leadership role in your
community network and as Community Leaders at the Shrine. | pray that the Holy Spirit may descent
upon you to provide you with the necessary and appropriate tools so that you may highlight the
importance of this Marian Devotion to all those entrusted in your care and leadership. In that same
instance - surely invite them to join in as well.

Todd M. Johnson of the Global Evangelization movement recently commented: fiThe gr elp
enlarged and improved means of communication constitutes one of the chief facilities of the
Church. Through the internet, it is possible to provide and access information from every corner

of the world. Today, instant communication is possible through email, cell phones, web-cam
and international chat rooms. 0

So therefore as Leaders and true missionaries for Christ, | truly believe in your abilities and
HOPE that you will continue to excel in your Christian mission to reach out to others. Note:
Printed Flyers will be soon available for distribution. Please contact us if you feel the need to
have some. God Bless you

Msgr Benedict Camilleri Director

Our Lady Ta Pinu Shrine - All Nations Marian Centre
15 Flanagans Dr., Bacchus Marsh 3340

Mob 0437 261 517 email: infotapinu@optusnet.com.au
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Brusselditerati to drink in Maltese literature

Four Maltese authors to hold readings at Brussels literarg a f ® 6

Four Maltese authors will
hold readings at a
Brussels literary cafe
next month as part of a
National Bok Council
event timed to coincide
with Malta's EU Council
presidency.

Loranne Vella.
Alex Vella Gera

The two events will take
place on March 17 and 18 at Librebook-Bruxelles, a literary cafe which offers a
selection of novels in more than 20 European languages.

2016 Terramaxka Prize winner Loranne Vella will kick off proceedings on March 17 at 6pm with a reading
of an English translation of one of her works, These Four Rooms of Mine.

She will be followed by Alex Vella Gera, who
will treat the audience to excerpts from his
novel Trojan, which won him the 2016
National Book Prize for prose, as well as
passages from his novel L-Antipodi.

Clare Azzopardi (left) and Maria Grech
Ganado (right

The following day will see Clare Azzopardi

read from her books Il-Qtatesta’ max-

Xatt, Mingu and Gu U e p pas wel gs from

her collection of short stories Ku | k a d d
l sem War aj k.

Ms Azzopardi's 2pm reading will be immediately followed by poet, writer and intellectual Maria Grech
Ganado, who has received widespread acclaim for poems such as Jum San Valentin, Ix-Xwe | k a
Suldat, Gk a j an@ kemminx Fiha. Ms Grech Ganado was awarded a Medal for Service to the Republic in
2000 and a Lifetime Achievement Award in 2016 for her work.

The Journal respected, read The Maltese E-Newsletter
and shared by readers from

all over the world % OUR MOTTO

Building Bridges not Walls
The Journal of the Maltese Diaspora
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Did you know... that 310 Maltese child
migrants were sent to Australia?

Maltese children at

Bi ndoon Boysb®d

1952. Reproduced
courtesy State
Library of Western
Australia, The Battye
Library 005086D.

Maltese children at

Bi ndoon Boyso

1952. Reproduced
courtesy State Library of
Western Australia, The
Battye Library 005086D.

In 1928 Perth-based
Maltese priest Father
Raphael Pace urged the
Christian  Brothers to
include Maltese children
in its emerging migration
scheme.  Negotiations
between the Maltese and Western Australian Governments continued through the 1930s but the first
Maltese child migrants did not arrive in Australia until after World War II.

Between 1950 and 1965, 259 boys and 51 girls were sent to Catholic institutions in Western Australia
and South Australia. Most parents believed their children would receive a better education in Australia.
I nstead many were put to work on the Chri sesama
punishments and abuses as their British counterparts. Some were forced to stop using their Maltese
language and never learned to read or write English.

Abused Maltese child migrants to give evidence in Australia inquiry - Maltese child migrants who
were raped, tortured and emotionally abused at
among those gave evidence in an inquiry The newspapers said that many of those giving evidence were
sent to Australia from the UK and Malta after the war for what was supposed to be a better life.

310 Maltese were sent to Australia as child migrants between 1950 and 1965 as part of a scheme
promising parents a better future for their children. It later emerged they were forced to work in institutions
and many were not educated. A number of them suffered physical and sexual abuse.

The Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sex Abuse will be looking specifically into
the experiences of former residents sent to Castledare, Clontarf, Bindoon and Tardun orphanages from
the late 1940s up until the 1960s.

A secret report, which has never been made public in full, was prepared in the 1990s and contains
evidence of correspondence between Brother PA Conlon, the principal of the order in WA during the

1940s, and another brother about the possibility

It also contains notes written by Brother Conlon where he says there was a need to hide the complaints
from Aoutsiderso so they Ado not become awareo

of




