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MALTA and  
the Gallipoli Connection 

Anzac Day has been 
commemorated in Malta since 
1916. Since 1979 the service 
has been held at the Pietà 
Military Cemetery as it contains 
the highest number of ANZAC 
war graves in Malta. The 
Cemetery is located in Triq Id-
Duluri, Pietà. 

Malta played a significant role in 
and during the Gallipoli 
Campaign with many Australians 
and New Zealand casualties 
being evacuated to Malta for 
medical treatment. From the 
spring of 1915, hospitals and 
convalescent camps were 
established on the islands of 
Malta and Gozo, to deal with the 
many thousands of sick and 
wounded from the Gallipoli and 
Salonika campaigns. Despite the 
courageous efforts of the doctors 
and medical staff, some of the 
casualties could not be saved 
and they were buried on Malta. 
Of those buried on Malta there 
were 202 Australian and 72 New 
Zealanders. 

The Commonwealth war burials 
in Malta are unlike those found 
anywhere else. Many joint and 
collective burials were made as 
graves had to be cut into the rock 
underlying the island\'s shallow 
earth crust. These graves are 
usually marked by flat tablets 
that could take several 
inscriptions and, for the sake of 
uniformity; the same type of 
marker was used for single 
graves.  
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Remember me for the love I had 

for the Maltese in Australiaò 

Veteran broadcaster, Josephine Zammit Cordina retired in 2015 after 
spending more than 50 years in broadcasting half of them producing and 
presenting programs on the Maltese in Austria. 

tvm.com.mt met Josephine before she recorded her last program 
óBoomerangô on Radio Malta, which she started presenting together with 
Charles Coleiro in December 1984.Joseph Zammit Cordina started her 
career in broadcasting at the age of 29 with programs for schools, she was 

also a well-known stage actor, worked in various dramas on radio and 
television.  But her name is closely tied with the popular Waltzing Matilda 
among the Maltese in Australia. 

Her best moment arrived when she was awarded the honour óMedalja ghall-Qadi tar-Republikaô and the 
recognition granted by the Australian Government when Josephine was made Honorary Member of the 
Australian Order.  Expressing a wish before retiring, she said: ñI would like to be remembered for my 
work and support to the Maltese in Australia, how much a loved and respected the Maltese in Australiaò. 

Lifetime Achievement Award  

The edition of MTV Awards 2017  had 28 categories, two of which were chosen respectively by the public 
and by a judging panel. The Malta Television Awards also recognised two veterans of public broadcasting 
through the Charles Arrigo Lifetime Achievement Award, which was awarded to Mary Grech and 
Josephine Zammit Cordina.  NB:- Congratulations, Josephine, I would like to thank you on behalf of our 
readers for all the work you have done in the media for the Maltese in Australia.  Frank Scicluna 

 

TVM and PBS stations top list of 

winners in MTV and IǢM 

Award 

TVM NewsTelevision Malta and PBS stations carried off a 

number of awards in two different ceremonies held 

yesterday evening, these being the Malta Television 

Awards and another edition of the awards ceremony for journalism organised by the Institute of Maltese 

Journalists. 

The comeback after seven years of the Malta TV Awards, organised by The House of Beauty in 

collaboration with the Broadcasting Authority, resulted in TVM programmes, together with presenters, 

producers and actors who are familiar faces on TVM screens, carrying off the absolute majority of 

awards, with the exception of a few categories. 

News Centre journalists won three honours, including Keith Demicoli as the best newsreader and Mario 

Xuereb who won two awards for his documentary ñIl-Maltin taô Izmirò, as well as with a special News 

Centre programme about the Brexit referendum. 

Four of the six categories for the best programmes in different genres were won by TVM. These 

included awards for Xarabank, Malta u lil Hinn Minnha, Hadd Ghalik, Gadgets, Niskata and Qalb in-

Josephine Zammit Cordina 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi2toSBkuTTAhUFopQKHZnLCqEQjRwIBw&url=http://www.tvm.com.mt/mt/news/50-sena-ta-xandir-ghal-josephine-zammit-cordina/&psig=AFQjCNHhT9BwLr0ztHtQQb_2DCw7vc2mOg&ust=1494464938912295
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Nies.   Strada Stretta carried off the biggest number of awards for production and participating actors, 

winning no less than eight awards including one voted for by tele-viewers themselves. 

This edition of MTV AWards had 28 categories, two of which were chosen respectively by the public 

and by a judging panel. The Malta Television Awards also recognised two veterans of public 

broadcasting through the Charles Arrigo Lifetime Achievement Award, which was awarded to Mary 

Grech and Josephine Zammit Cordina. 

Meanwhile, in the 27th edition of journalism awards organised by the Institute of Maltese Journalists, 

journalists and journalism productions by PBS, both on Television Malta and on Radju Malta, carried 

off nine awards, including those in all categories related to broadcast journalism in news and current 

affairs programmes. 

Journalist Keith Demicoli won four categories after the judges chose his journalistic works in the 

category for radio, reporting on Valletta 2018, journalistic reporting abroad and the best news script. 

Journalist Maria Muscat won an award for good use of the Maltese language in the services she 

produces for news bulletins.  Alvin Scicluna from CVC Media, producers of Ghawdex Illum and Malta 

u Lil Hinn Minnha for Television Malta,won three categories ï for the best television script features, 

broadcast journalism in televised filming, and best cultural journalism. 

The Xarabank team carried off the award for investigative journalism ï human interest stories, whilst 

President Emeritus George Abela presented the Gold Award for careers in journalism to the relatives of 

photographer Lino Arrigo Azzopardi and author Lino Bugeja, who both passed away last year. 

 
Fil-present, gewwa Malta, hawn 8 studenti li 

gejjin mil-vilagg remot ta Bataan gewwa l-

Filippini.  Dawn l-istudenti huma parti mil-

komunita li ghandu l-missjunarju tas-Socjecta 

taghna, Fr Joe Cremona.  Fil-present hemm il-

fuq min 80 tifel u tifla li barra li jigu assistiti fl-ikel 

u fl-edukazjoni, qieghdin jitghalmu wkoll il-

musika klassika b'mod profesjonali hafna.  Filfat 

giet iffurmata Orkestra bl-isem ta Jose Depiro 

Kabataan Orchestra, li din hija kollha maghmula 

mit-tfal tat-triq. 

Is-sena l-ohra beda program interessanti, fejn 

studenti min dan il-progett jigu Malta ghal kors 

intensiv ta xhar fuq il-musika.  Meta jkunu Malta 

huma jiltaqaw mat-teachers li jaghlmuhom fuq 

Skype, jattendu ghal lectures fl-Universita dwar il-muzika, jattendu ghal programmi musikali l-ischool of music kif 

ukoll jattendu ghal diverzi produzjonijiet muzikali.  L-ghan ta kollox hu, li meta jmorru lura, huma jaghlmu lil 

shabhom dak kollu li jakkwistaw min Malta. 

Bi pjacir inhabru li l-istudenti ha jatu kuncert qabel ma jitilqu.  Dan il-kuncert ha jsir il-gimgha 12 ta Mejju gewwa 

l-istitut ta San Gusepp, St Venera.  Kollox jibda fis-7pm u dhul huwa b'donazjoni li tmur ghal progett innifsu.  F'dan 

il-program musikali, ha tkunu tistaw tisimaw lit-tfal idoqqu siltiet klassici u maghhom ha jinghaqdu artisti ohrajn 

Maltin fi program sabih u interessanti.  Grazzi kbira tmur lil Fr Louis Mallia ta l-ghajnuna, Mro Lindsey Mallia li hija 

l-kordinatrici ta l-istudenti, Norman Cristina u l-kantanti tal-Vocal Booth. 

Ghal iktar informazzjoni  -  Father Norbert Bonavia MSSP  norbertbanvia@gmail.com 

mailto:norbertbanvia@gmail.com
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FRIENDS OF AUSTRALIA CELEBRATE 40TH ANNIVERSARY  

It was in April 1977 that Mgr. Philip Calleja founded the Friends of 
Australia Association (FOAA) in order to promote friendship and 
understanding between the citizens of Malta and those of Australia by 
means of cultural, educational and social activities. He always wanted 
to have a sustained link between the Maltese living in Australia and 
their parents and relations in Malta.  
When a great number of Maltese migrants started coming back to 

Malta, they joined the Association led by Chev. Tony C. Cutajar OAM to keep contact with their 
country of adoption. How they enjoyed the films the Association used to show them about Australia 
at Dar l-Emigrant! You could hear them recalling excitedly and even with tears in their eyes the 
various towns and landmarks they could not forget.  
From the very beginning when relations between the two countries were not so good, the FOAA 
wrote to both governments asking for the restoration of these relations. Prime Minister Fraser had 
written back asking for good will among our peoples. We  
again wrote to both governments and to the Press calling for the re-establishment of the post of 
High Commissioner for Malta. We made our voice heard again concerning double taxation, dual 
citizenship and the Australian governmentôs decision to charge payment for visas authorising entry 
into Australia.  
   
The FOAA held talks on Australian pensions and Social Security benefits and organised a survey 
and questionnaires for the recipients of the Australian benefits. Together with Mgr. Calleja we held 
talks with the Minister and Director of Social Security about the prospective new agreement dealing 
with social services. The outcome of these talks was very satisfactory. 
    
Together with the Emigrantsô Commission we held occasions to welcome prominent people from 
Australia like Prime Minister John Howard, Mgr. (later Cardinal) George Pell, Archbishop of 
Melbourne, Mgr. Grech, the new Bishop of Melbourne, Governor General Bill Yayden and other 
members of the government, not to mention the various Australian High Commissioners.      
Indeed, these have been 40 years of a great number of activities including meetings with 
authorities, in-house discussions, surveys, educational visits and various social events especially 
on such occasions as Australia Day, Anzac Day and Christmas. The committee always took an 
active interest and participated in talks to improve the situation of returned migrants, like double 
taxation, dual citizenship and fees for visas.  
 
Over the years, the FOAA not only served as a link but also as a great help when problems cropped 
up especially in connection with social security benefits, taxation, citizenship, visas and pensions. 
Visit Dar l-Emigrant on a Tuesday morning and you will meet members and non-members alike 
waiting to consult the dedicated Virgil Bugeja and his group. 
Not so long ago, Chev. Cutajar and Mr. Bugeja as Secretary were in the forefront when returned 
migrantsô children found difficulties to enter junior lyceums because they had to sit for a Maltese 
language examination. 
  
They had talks with the authorities on Australian pensions and the reciprocal agreement dealing 
with Social Security benefits. They also managed to obtain facilities for direct banking of Australian 
pensions. In 1998 they wrote to the Maltese government asking for dual citizenship for children 
born of Maltese parents in Australia Our services include information on Maltese and Australian 
pensions, emigration qualifications, citizenship of both countries, passports and ID cards for 
returned migrants, employment, in Malta in liaison with ETC, advice on taxation and on the 
purchase of property in Malta. This can be very time-consuming especially where complicated 
application forms are concerned.  

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj71ubXgO7TAhXHu7wKHY2pBPYQjRwIBw&url=https://www.fotolia.com/id/80439201&psig=AFQjCNFigcSwelPDFiHI_J1cS7Bzm8V-Tg&ust=1494803843449648
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 A very frustrating problem for us is that of 
returned migrants on Maltese passports who 
had not obtained a return visa to Australia 
should they wish to go back. However, the 
FOAA enjoys an excellent rapport with the 
Australian High Commission in Malta as well 
as with various government departments, 
especially that of Social Security. The same 
can be said about our superb standing with 
Centrelink Australia.            
Eight years ago, Chev. Cutajar was awarded 
an Honorary Medal of the Order of Australia 
by
the Governor-General of the Commonwealth 

of Australia for services to Australia-Malta 
bilateral relations. Chev. Cutajar had 
previously been presented with the Fairfield 
Council Shield of Australia during his visits 
Down Under. The same OAM medal was also 

awarded to Mr. Bugeja last year for his dedicated work in the Association. Thus the two of them 
join Mgr. Calleja who was recipient of the same honour years back. After 37 years at the helm, 
Chev. Cutajar resigned from President of the FOAA and heôs been replaced by Mr. Virgil Bugeja 
who has been giving sterling work as the Secretary.  
 
The Present Committee members of the FOAA. Not in the photo is the new member Mrs. 
Tania Walters.  
  

The Friends of Australia 
Committee is made up of: 
President: Virgil Bugeja 
OAM 
First President and co-
Founder: Chev. Tony C. 
Cutajar OAM 
Vice-President: Myriam 
Pavia 
General Secretary: Frank 
Micallef  
Teasurer: Joe Pavia 
Members: Alexandra 
Taliana, Benny Vella, 
Albert Camilleri, Paul 
Sammut and Tania 
Walters.  
The Association 

feels that thanks are due to Mgr. Calleja and Mgr. Alfred Vella for their continuous help and 
encouragement, as well as to the present and past Australian High Commissioners ï the 
Patrons of the FOAA. It is our sincere wish that relations between Malta and Australia 
continue to improve in every way for the benefit of all concerned.  
To celebrate the 40th anniversary, the Association will be joining the Emigrantsô Commission 
in welcoming the new Australian High Commissioner, Her Excellency Julienne Hince, to Dar 
l-Emigrant on Friday 26th May at 5 p.m. This will be followed by a reception for the occasion. 

Ad Multos Ann

Recipients of the Order of Australia - Mgr Philip 

Calleja, Mrs Josephine Zammit Cordina,Virgil Bugeja 

and Tony C. Cutajar together with the former High 

Commissioner for Australia Jane Lambert. 
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How women ran Malta during World War II 

 

One of the best kept secrets of World War II is that 
the island was being run on the work done by 
women, according to research on female unsung 
heroes.    ñWartime history has been written by 
men and, 70 years on, it is about time to share the 
story of the emancipation of a whole generation 
of Maltese women ï albeit for a brief period ï as 
a result of the war,ò Simon Cusens told this 
newspaper.    Irene Condachi, a doctor who 
single-handedly inoculated and examined at least 
20,000 schoolchildren under war conditions. 

Mr Cusens will be publishing a book based on 
research he recently carried while reading for his 
Masterôs degree, the first academic study into the 
role of women in WWII Malta.   He was speaking 
to the Times of Malta ahead of a talk in aid of 
charity organised by the Grand Commandery of 
the Castello on Friday. 

Mr Cusensôs research shows that military 
intelligence staff pools, offices, laundries, 
schools, hospitals, entertainment venues and 
Maltaôs most influential newspaper ï the Times of 
Malta ï were mostly directed by women. 

Run by Mabel Strickland, the newspaper had a 
crucial role in uplifting the moral of people during 
the war, he said.   One of Mr Cusensôs favourite 
unsung heroes is Irene Condachi, who single-
handedly inoculated and examined at least 
20,000 schoolchildren under war conditions and 
without any means of transportation. A woman of 
Maltese and Greek Orthodox descent who lived 

in Luzio Street, Sliema, Dr Condachi was one of 
the only two WWII female doctors that Mr Cusens 
knows of. 

In 1941 and 1942, she hitched rides and walked 
from one government school to another to 
examine between 10,000 and 15,000 children a 
year. Dr Condachi used to prescribe a petroleum-
based ointment for those with scabies and she is 
credited with eradicating the condition from 
government schools.As the war progressed, she 
was joined by an ophthalmic doctor and a dentist 
and the team started the school medical service. 

Mr Cusens believes that, because of her 
Orthodox background, Dr Condachi was not 
under the Churchôs hold as much as fellow 
women were. In fact, women working outside of 
their home were frowned upon and considered 
taboo 70 years ago. But the looming war, which 
saw all men aged 16 and up conscripted for 
military service, led to a sudden shortage of public 
service and labour intensive workers. 

From teachers to farmers, many men 
disappeared from the workforce and this led to a 
compromise between the Church and the 
government. The colonial government managed 
to persuade the Church to call on parishioners to 
join the passive defence services. At least 10,000 
women came forward and enrolled as first aiders, 
air attack and anti-gas instructors, aid-
detachment nurses and secretaries, among 
others. 

Air raid warden Mary Ellul would rescue people from under the rubble. 

Photos: Simon Cusens 

Irene Condachi 
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One of these women was Mary Ellul, popularly known as óMary the Manô, from Sliema. She was a woman 
with phenomenal strength, reputed for dealing with rowdy sailors by chucking them into the Sliema sea when 
she worked as a bouncer after the war. 

During the war, the white-haired, tall and tanned air raid warden would rescue people from under the rubble 
and she is mostly remembered by those who survived the war for her rescue efforts following the attack on 
St Rita Street, in Sliema 

A special hand postmark is being issued by MaltaPost on Friday, to mark 
the occasion of the 50 years  as a Basilica granted by Pope Paul VI on the 
26th of June 1967 and 150 years since the consecration of Saint Peter and 
Saint Paul parish church in Nadur, Gozo, on the 12th of May 1867. 

A special hand postmark will be used at the Nadur Post Office, this coming 
Friday, the 12th of May. 

A programme of activities in celebration of these anniversaries are taking 
place in Nadur this week and will continue in June. 

Orders may be placed online at www.maltaphilately.com or by mail from the Philatelic Bureau, MaltaPost 
p.l.c. 305, Triq Hal Qormi, Marsa, MTP 1001 ï Telephone 2596 1740 ï e-mail: info@maltaphilately.com

 

Photos above show Nadur Parish Church facade as it was when it was consecrated 150 years ago and 
the Nadur Basilica Insignia: the Papal Bell and the Papal Ombrellino. 

http://www.maltaphilately.com/
mailto:info@maltaphilately.com
mailto:info@maltaphilately.com
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STATEVISIT TO MALTA BY THE PRESIDENT OF CROATIA 
H.E. KOLINDA GRABAR-KITAROVIĹ 

(photo left) TheCroation President call on the President at The Palace, Valletta  (photo right) Official 
welcoming ceremony at St Georgeôs Square, Valletta  The Croatian president Kolinda Grabar-Kitarovic 
paid a State visit to Malta from the 8th to the 10th of May 2017.  The three-day official visit of the 
Croatian president is the first such visit to this European country, which is presiding over the EU for the 
first six months of this year. 
During her visit, Grabar-Kitarovic had a meeting with her Maltese counterpart Marie-Louise Coleiro 
Preca in the Maltese capital of La Valleta. In addition, Grabar-Kitarovic held several working meetings; 
with the Maltese Prime Minister Joseph Muscat, the Speaker of the House of Representatives of Malta 
Angelo Farrugia, as well as with other people from the political and cultural life of Malta. Her itinerary 
expected  included a visit to migrant families at Hal Far.  The visit of the Croatian president to Malta 
coincides with the celebration of Europe Day on the 9th of May. 

On Tuesday, MaltaPost is releasing a philatelic 
stamp set bearing the theme ñCastles,ô as will 
other European postal administrations.    The 
Malta stamps feature two towers, which served as 
defence, particularly during the period of the 
Knights of St John and are based on works by 
artist Cedric Galea Pirotta.  The St Agatha Tower 

features on the ú0.59 stamp, also known as the Red Tower, built in 1647 during the reign of Grand 
Master Lascaris de Castellar. The Tower commands views over Mellieha Bay, Comino as well as 
Gozo. 

The ú2.19 stamp depicts the Gourgion Tower in Xewkija, Gozo, which was built in 1690 by Giovanni 
Gourgion the personal secretary of Grand Masters Gregorio Carafa and Adrien de Wignacourt.  
Unfortunately, it was demolished in 1943 to make way for an airfield that was considered necessary 
for the Allied invasion of Sicily. These stamps will be issued in two sheetlets each bearing 11 stamps. 
Each stamp measures 44mm x 31mm, has a 13.9 x 14.0 (comb.) perforation bearing the Maltese 
Crosses watermark. The sheetlets measure 158mm x 150mm. The stamps were produced by Printex 
Ltd in the offset process and the issue consists of 39,600 of the ú0.59 stamp and 35,200 of the ú2.19 
stamp. his issue will be available from all Post Offices in Malta and Gozo. Orders may be placed online 
at www.maltaphilately.com or by mail from the Philatelic Bureau, MaltaPost p.l.c. 305, Qormi Road, 
Marsa, MTP 1001; Telephone: 2596 1740, e-mail: info@maltaphilately.com 

 

http://www.maltaphilately.com/
mailto:info@maltaphilately.com
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LOCATION    Malta Band Club     5745 Coopers Avenue   Mississauga, ONTARIO, 
CANADA L4Z 1R9   Tel:(905) 890-8507 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: Prisdent ï Anthony Vella, Vice President ï Leli Grech, Secretary 
ï Virginia Church, Treasurer ï MaryRose Aquinina, Memebrship Sec. ï Carmen Grech, 
Band Director ï Martin Azzopardi, Youth Activities Dir. ï Fred Portelli, Member ï Joe 

Camilleri 

Upcoming events: Anniversary Dinner Dance Sat  27  May  2017 
Qarnita Spaghetti Nite   Sat  10 Jun 2017  

http://www.maltabandclub.com/

