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THIS IS MY LASTWSLETTER BEFORE | GO TO MALTA TO ATTEND THE CONFEREN
THE COUNCIL OF MALTESE LIVING ABROAD. | WILL RESUME MY WORK AFTER|MY |

AT THE END OF OCTOBER

THE SECOND MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF MALTESE LIVING ARBSDADL 3

v r, Jf ,‘IF The Government of Madtestablished the council in 2011 by an Act of
c L

g

’l-""_-_ meeting on the 3 and 4 October at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Valletta Malta.

Parliament. The Council meets annually in Malta and this year 2013, the Council is

Among other items, the councilors, undéret chairmanship of the Hon Dr

George Vella, Minister of Foreign Affairs, will be dealing with these issues:

=4 =4 =4 =8 -8 -8 -8 -8 -8 88 a8

Biometric Passports for Maltese Citizens Living Abroad

Change of names on the Maltese Passport

Website and radio station for Maltese living abroaasbd in Malta
Identity Cards for all Maltese Citizens

Bank Services for Maltese Living Abroad

Voting rights for Maltese living abroad

Establishment of Cultural Institute

The Teaching of the Maltese Language overseas

The inclusion of the History of Maltesdigration in Maltese schools
International succession

Register of Maltese Ne@overnment Organisation operating overseas
Register of prominent Maltese living overseas

Convention of Maltese living abroad in 2015

Convention of the Constitution of Maltathe/ 2 dzy OA f Q& LI NI AOA LI A2y
Representation of the Council &@uropeans around the world.

Full report will be published after the meeting
Frank Sciclunarepresenting the Maltese Living in Australia (except NSW and Victoria)

THE PREMIER OF SOUTH AUSTRANPERDED ABOUT THE BIOMETRIC PASSPORTS

HonDr Joseph MuscatPrime Minister of Malta

Office of the Prime Minister

Auberge de Castill&alletta VLT 2000MALTA
Dear Prime Minister

| write regarding the Maltese biometric passport, and some challengasglying for the passpoythat have been
raised by the Maltese community living in South Australianderstand that the biometric passport system was
introduced in Malta in 2008, and uses advanced technology invdiaaigl imagery, signature and §jarprint biometrics
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http://www.asla.org/ppn/default.aspx?FolderID=5258

being held within a chip embedded in the passport. This is an investment in national security and streamlined travel,
which is to be commended.

Within Australia, the technology to collect the requisite information for a Maltese biampassport is available in
GKS yraAaz2yQa OFLAGEIESY /FTYOoSNNIZ FYyR AYy !dzZAGNY E Al Q& I
available in Adelaide, the capital of South Australia. This means that Maltese South Australiainavalatminimum
of 700km to Melbourne and up to 1,400km to Sydney, to apply for a Maltese passport.

Having visited Australia yourself, yaull appreciate this arrangement is bothifficult and costly for Maltese South
Australians. It poses particuleinallenges for elderly people, people living with a disability, and people on low incomes.
Compared to the wider South Australian population, the Maltese South Australian community has a larger proportion of
elderly people, a far greater proportion of pgle requiring assistance with daily activities, and a greater number of
people living on a limited income. | am concerned that the current Maltese passport application process further
disadvantages these people, and jeopardises their opportunity tofaisily in Malta.

Mr Frank Scicluna, Honorary Consul for Malta in South Australia, has provided me with examples of the experience
of three members of the South Australian Maltese community when applying for Maltese passports. The least
inconvenienced othese travelled 700km from Adelaide to Melbourne. He was able to stay with family in Melbourne to
reduce travel costs, but nevertheless was required to pay $AUD230 for flights, on top of costs associated with the
passport application. The most inconveméed was an elderly gentleman with reduced mobility who travelled from
Adelaide to Canberra (1,160km) with his wife who is his carer. In addition to costs for the passport and a citizenship
certificate, he was required to pay $AUD1,150 for airfares asakhility taxis for their day trip.

As you may be aware, Mr Frank Scicluna is a member of the Council for Maltese Living Abroad. In October this ye
he will travel to Malta to attend the conference of this Council. He will raise concerns aboutftbeliifs involved in
applying for Maltese passports, as experienced by Maltese South Australians.

Mr Scicluna has informed me of recent media articles that indicate that portable biometric scanning systems may b
made available to Maltese embassies andsulates. | understand that Mr Scicluna intends to meet with the Maltese
Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Honourable George Vella, to discuss the possibility of the Maltese Government ensuring
that such technology be made available in South Australia.

The South Australian Government supports the concerns of the South Australian Maltese community, and requests
that the Maltese Government gives due consideration to reducing the barriers to applying for a Maltese passport
currently affecting Maltese Southustralians. The availability of a portable biometric scanning system in South Australia
would be a very positive outconand | hope you are able to consider it.

| look forward to hearing from you about this matter.

i

Hon Jay Weatherill MP Hon. Janifer Rankine MP
PREMIER FOR SOUTH AUSTRALIA MINISTER FOR MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS



ALETTER FROM THE MINISTER FOR MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS

Dear Hon Consul Frank Scicluna

Thank you for your recent correspondence regarding the difficulty experienced mpeare of the South Australian
Maltese community in applying for Maltese passports. | understand that the introduction of biometric passports has
resulted in a need for members of the community to travel interstate to provide the requisite information when
applying for Maltese passports. | am told that this has caused expense and distress for community members, and may
particularly burdensome for those who are elderly, living with disability or living on low incomes.

Thank you also for providing informaii about the possible introduction of portable biometric scanning systems for
Maltese embassies and consulates. If available in South Australia, this technology could eliminate the need for Malte
South Australians to travel interstate to apply for a Mak passport.

The Premier of South Australia, the Hon Jay Weatherill MP, and myself have written to the Hon Joseph Musc:
t NAYS aAyAadasSNI 2F alfidlxr @2A0Ay3a GKS {2dziK ! dzAGNI A
Government to ensurehiiat portable biometric scanning system technology be made available in South Australia.

I understand that you will also raise this issue when you attend the meeting of the Council for Maltese Living Abroa
in October, and when you meet with the Maltese hier of Foreign Affairs, the Hon George Vella in October this year.
So | have attached a copy of the letter for you to take with you to that meeting.
| wish you a successful trip to Malta, and a favourable outcome for the South Australian Maltese communit
Once again, thank you for bringing this to my attention.

Yours sincerely
Hon Jennifer Rankine MP
MINISTER FOR MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS
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MALTA SOCIAL SOCIEPWblished in THEERWSADELAIDE)3 November 1948

Photo: from left to right: Officein-Charge of Migration Mr John Axisa,
Migration Minister Hon John J Cole, Commissioner for Malta in Australia Capt.
Curmi.
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crowded audlence was addressed by Mr. John Cole (Minister of Immigration for
Malta), Mr. John Axisa (fifer in Charge of Immigration) and Capt. H. Curmi
(Commissioner for Malta in Australia). They stated that they were on a goodwill
mission to Australia and wished to impress upon their countrymen the urgency
nominating as many of their friends and relat®im Malta as possib. Thirtyeight
thousand were anxious to come to Australia, and so far 2,200 had been
2 . P | nominated. If there were sufficient nominations, a ship would be chartered to
0 NRY GKSY Zi® aNY /2fS Aa | @SNE b dzSydan doyeR literuhld$dy A y
they are supported by the Malta residents in Australia.

. Rev. Fr. Ferriggi, O.F.M. opened and closed the proceedings with prayer. Officers of the Society are: President,
P. A. Greene; Vie®resident, Mr. C. F. .BaldacahirSecretary and Treasurer, Mr. T. J. Barnett; Assistant Secretary, Mr.
T. L. Rafferty; Committee of Management, Messrs. G. Bugeja, Vincent Galen, Vincent Callus, N. A. Vowles; S. A. Bla
Neagle; Auditors Messrs. G. Schembri, L. R. Herriman, Trustessts. W. Nicholson, P. Coleiro. ' V A social; , function
KFra oSSy IINN}Yy3ISRoe {dd tIGNAOLTQa | | ff Fy {F ddz2NRI&®
andehslcmg will be presented. The supper arrangements are in the capable hands Df Bligeja.

I @SNEB &adz00SaafdAd O2y@SNEITA2YyS 61a&d KSEtR Ay {do t
Ballroom dancing, Irish folk dances, musical, instrumental arid elocutionary items made the evening a very happy or
and gave the 8¢ ! dZAGNI ft Al ya +y 2LILRNIdzyAGe 2F YSSGAy3a 2fR
b/ 2YYAGGSS LINRPGARSR | Y2al adzyLlidz2zdza &adzLlJLISNX aNWP / @
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account of a prior engagement His Grace the Ar¢gbigisL) ¢ & dzyt of S (G2 FGGSYyRoW | Y2
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Items were rendered by Messrs. Ansbert Campbell, Sam Aquiluia, G. Aegairt Bioth, C. J. Baldacehino and
YdzZaAOlf FTNASYRaz DS2NHS {OKSYONARZI araasSa tod® DNBSyS:
several talented Maltese children. The popular Irish traditional dancing was beautifully performed by Missea Mon
Attard, Valmai Moriarty, and Gertrude Doyle.

¢tKS LINBaARSY(d oaN¥» to ! @ DNBSYyS0 |yR aSON
Fdzy OlA2y>E YR AYPAGSR SOSNEBO2RE& LJ NIAOdzZ I NI &
December 20, 1948.
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EXTRACT FROM THE GOOD NEIGHBOUR COUNCIL OF
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 1971

The Good Neighbour Gouncil of South Ausiralia Inc.

E

1971 Maltese Guild of SA Inc.
THE MALTESE ISLANDS are situated between Europe (of which continent they
e, form a part) and Africa in a strategic position near the mid-Mediterranean Narrows,
ﬁ about 35 miles south oi eastern Sicily and approximately 180 miles from both the
v Italian mainland and Libya. The group is a parliamentary state and member of the
© arenrs Commonwealth of Nations. Malta itself is 95 square miles.

The rolling, hilly contours of the island have soil is held together by rubble walls.
The overall effect presents a strange etched appearance.
Population of the island in 1971 was estimated to be 322,070. Malta has very few
ETHNIC DEVELOPMENT natural resources. There are no important minerals and even soil and water are
IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA restricted in supply.

After the opening oi the Suez Canal in 1869, the living standard oi the Maltese
became increasingly dependent on British defence expenditure. In recent years
about half of Maltads income has anknaval der
base at Valetta, and the Royal Air Force base at Luga.

The people of Malta are among the purest descendants of the Phoenicians, although their language is more closely
related to Arabic dialects of North Africa, especially to that spoken in Tunis. Although scattered remains of alleged
Phoenician origin have disappeared, Greek inscriptions, coins and works oi art have since been found.

In AD. 60 the Apostle Paul was shipwrecked in the bay which now bears his name and it was he who converted the
island to Christianity.

For many centuries, Arab and European countries have dominated Malta. In 1799, in answer to an appeal ior help to
the British to assist in driving Napoleon from the island, Lord Nelson landed, hoisted the British ilag and later the French
surrendered. In 1814t Malta was granted British citizenship. Malta sought independence irom Britain and this was achieved
on the 21 September, 1964.

Foll owing World War 1, there was a big inpux of Mal t e
industrial areas and some in market garden areas. Little difficulty was experienced with integration and they are
represented in most sections of industry and commerce.

Duri ng t he | MaltacComniurity) Soaety oftSbuth Australia was formed and about 1952 it was incorporated
and became known as the Maltese Guild oi Australia (S.A.) Inc. With the increase in the number of Maltese arriving in
South Australi a, the Guild has become very active in pro
encourages mutual assistance. Culture is promoted through the Maltese Dance Group and displays of handcraft which
includes lace for which Malta is famous, weaving in traditional designs, views of Malta and art work.

The Guild supports its members in times of need, whet h
accommodation in cases of emergency.

Its members make themselves available as interpreters when needed. Miss Malta and Miss Charity Quests are
conducted each year to raise funds for the purchase of land on which the future Maltese Community Memorial Hall may
be built. 6é6When this ambi thédpawsler pange ¢f activities with e proveled my tlee Guaild. mp | i s

Maltese people are kept up to date with local news and items of interest from Malta through the Maltese Guild
Newsletter which is published monthly.

Other Maltese organizations include the Malta United Soccer Club, the Maltese Sub-Branch of the R.S.L. and the
South Australian Maltese Youth Club.

There are two major celebrations held by the Maltese people. Firstly, National Day which commemorates 8th
September, 1565, when the international Order of Knights of St. John turned Malta into a Christian fortress against the
Turks and by withstanding the Great Siege, checked the conquests of Sultan Suleiman. Secondly, Independence Day
when, on 21> September, 1964, Malta became an independent monarchy within the Commonwealth.

BASIL E. DENNIS
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The Maltese community is represented on the Good Neighbour Council, its members being actively associated with
branches and committees.

From humble beqginnings

Carmel Baretta and Laraine Schembri: From Humble
Beginnings: Mackay Maltese Pioneers 1883-1940, 520 pp.

From

I I The history of officially organised Maltese migration to Australia,

u I I l ble contrary to what has repeatedly been reported by some historical

: accounts published so far, dates back to 1882, not 1883; the date

) . . . . .

erroneously given by historians of Maltese settlement in Australia.

Beglnnlngg It was Francesco De Cesare, commissioner from the Malta

| government, who, in his experimental journey to the antipodes in

Mackay Mal 3 search (_)f a _suitable future _home for prospective Maltese migrants,

Mackay Maltese P10nee1 arrived in Brisbane, Australia, on the September 11, 1882, with the

1883-1940 first group of eight officially sponsored young men. This was the

undisputed first officially organised Maltese group of migrants to
land on Australian soil.

In 1883 there followed the much publicised arrival of the Nuddea at

the north Queensland port of Townsville. This venture was a direct
resul t of De Cesarebs good work
of ficial reports to Malt a®he mdasth en
well-known passenger on this trip of 1883 was the pioneer Joseph
Busuttil (later becoming Busut t i n) from tejtun.
documented in the well researched account written by his
granddaughter Valda Busuttin Winsor (Island That We Knew i The
Story of Brampton Island and the Pioneer Busuttin Family, Valda
Busuttin Winsor, 1982).

Prior to organised migration from Malta, a not inconsiderable
number of Maltese ended up in Australia, some voluntarily as free
settlers, a small unknown quantity of others remained here after
jumping ship either as stowaways or after becoming disillusioned
with their marine life as sailors engaged with the various merchant
navies which called intermittently at remote northwestern Australian coastal inlets.

There were also a number of Maltese convicts; some were transported directly from Valletta while others were shipped
out from Britain. Many years after this prolonged and often sad saga, in 2001 co-authors Carmel Baretta and Laraine
Schembri, both of Mackay vintage, bequethed to posterity the excellent compilation of the Maltese of Mackay entitled
From Humble Beginnings: Mackay Maltese Pioneers 1883-1940.

This tenderly and sensitively put together account of the principal Maltese families of north Queensland comprises the
most detailed biographical anthology to date of one of the earliest groups of free settler Maltese migrant families. The fine
biographical details given of 182 families, all of whom settled in the north Queensland district of Mackay and surrounds,
are a treasure trove of Maltese settlement history; an invaluable asset to the entire Maltese nation.

Interspersed with copious photographs, the clear images of the protagonists are supplanted with such detail as the
traditional family nicknames each brought along with them from Malta. A few of these nicknames were also a product of
the local Australian social ambience.

As one delves into the 520 pages of sheer pure Maltese country folk tales of determination, of back-breaking work,
persistence in the face of incredible hardship, of unrelenting optimism despite all else and the belief in themselves, this
moving historical anthology brings tears of admiration for the powerful spirit of a community come together under the
harshest of conditions.



It is no wonder the descendants of these pioneering families today are not merely the worthy owners of considerable
wealth but also a proud breed, and justly so, who openly boast of their noble Maltese ancestry. The strong family ties
which still persist to this day, the tender family values they still foster, the deep respect towards their forebears i all these
and more i are the rock solid foundations upon which is their sound sense of community based.

This collection of individual Maltese (and Gozitan) family accounts is no mere nostalgic sentimental journey in time. The
invaluable information and other leads concerning Mal t ads soci al , political, religiou
towards the end of the nineteenth into the early years of the twentieth century, in addition to the several individual family
genealogies, elevates this book as a unique and essential reference text for high school students as much as for tertiary

and postgraduate research.

Having met a number of the protagonists during my extensive research ventures into the Maltese Australian settlement
story as a whole, but more specifically in reference to individual leading personalities or of people of unusual interest, one
appreciates the vastness of this unique Maltese saga.

This precious collection of pioneer family biographies of the Maltese of Mackay, without any academic pretence, is in itself
living evidence of the indefatigable spirit of an appreciative generation with the strongest anthropological ties to its proud
ethnic Maltese roots. Such deep loyalty is graphically depicted in a number of contemporary photographs taken by
descendants of the earlier folk upon their return to, or even their first ever journey to the land of their forebears. All
libraries in Malta, including schools and tertiary institutions, should make it a point to purchase this essential contribution
to our national Melitensia collection. To order this book send an email to the author: cmbarett@easynet.net.au

L-Ispeaker L-Onor evol i Anglu Farrugia Ji-KoheVu Bpaeaala
Mal ta FO6San Francisco

Wagt laqgha li nzammet dalghodu, I-Ispeaker I-Onorevoli Anglu Farrugia, ippropona diversi mizuri li
jistghuj kunu t aé b-&altfu dixxengenti taghiaml li jinsabu jghixu barra minn xtutna u
aktar minn h-Bwdpabhdlfd-ha nnt and | Ma l-Amerika, U dan fi|-kgrtest tas+ |
sehem tal-Parlament Malti u d-drittijiettal-Ma | t i arra.t adé b

II-Konslu Generali s-Sur Louis J. Vella li kien akkumpanjat mis-Sinjura Vella, irringrazzja lill-lspeaker
tal-laqgha li kellu ghall-e ww e | darba madéd Speaker Mal ti

Louis Vella huwa il-Vici President ta Stars And Stripes Malta.

Here is the next Consular Newsletter

Please, read it and enjoy
When you finish pass it on to your §
relatives and friends '

1

.4):

The more you learn about Malta
the more you love it
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A picture is worth more than a thousand words

Three lampposts were dislodged along the road off Ghadira Bay in Mellieha as the island was hit by a thunderstorm
on September 5. People in the area said they saw the lampposts shake as a whirlwind passed by and moved on towards
the sea. Photo: Jason Borg

St Martin's feast

The actual feastfalls on November 11th but it if it happens to fall on a
weekday the Maltese usually celebrate it on the Sunday nearest to
November 11. In the past the children used to hang an empty bag by their
bedposts in anticipation for St Martin's arrival. In the morning, then the
excited kids would find a bag full of goodies or a bag full of coal - depending
on their behaviour.

Nowadays, at school children are usually given abagcalled'll-Bor Ua t
Martin', containing autumn fruits such as figs, oranges, tangerines, apples,
pomegranates , nuts like walnuts, hazel-nuts, almonds, chestnuts and a
sweet bread with an aniseed-tasting sweet on top (ll-Hobza ta' San Martin)
associated with the feast. There is also a traditional rhyme associated with
this custom:

“ EewU, QastanJTin,Kemm inkobbu | (WanusaAmonds €hestnats, Figs, Oh how | love Saint
Martin!)

The feast of St Martiniscel ebrated in the village of Bakrija on the
dedicated to this saint. It is the tradition that on that Sunday a fair is held to commemorate the feast. The Turkeys' Fair, in
Maltese referred to as 'll-Fiera tad-Dundjani' , originally took place in 1953 , when the rector of the time started the fair as
a fundraising for the building of the new church to replace the small chapel that had become too small for the evergrowing
congregation that attended. At this fair one can find plants, fresh vegetables, local honey, and other such local stuff and
an exhibition of local animals. At this time of year we usually have a temporary respite from Autumn and enjoy what we
call in Maltese - Is-Sajf ta' San Martin - St Martin's summer. | always look forward to this feast because we get to enjoy a
couple of warm days at this time of year. This feast is also associated with a substantial increase in hairfall too. Have you
noticed how much more hair falls at this time of year? Men beware!
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The Three Crosses

During one of my walks in Marsascala |
came across this strange monument in the
Bidni area. It's got these three crosses
engraved on a wall. The middle cross
which is slightly larger than the other two
has around what look like seven tools
hanging from it.

My question is who erected this
memorial and for what reason? It's a pity
that there is no date or inscription to explain
why it was built in the first place.

Till 1615, Zabbar and Marsascala, were
still forming part of the Zejtun parish. At that
time a mere 650 people inhabited Zabbar.

As was the practice, Bishop Cagliares
established the limits of the young parish.
: As a matter of fact, a section of modern
Marsascala remained within the limits of Zejtun, while another part which included the areas where the first
parish church of Marsascala was built, fell within the limits of Zabbar. It is possible that the Three Crosses at
Bidni were put up as an indication of the place where the limits of Zejtun.
and Zabbar met.
According to Guze Muscat Azzopardi there are three versions regarding the origin of these crosses. There
were three monks who got killed by the Turks and buried here, the second version says that a man died of the
plague and was buried here by the villagers of Zejtun and the last version is undoubtedly the least credible

one: an elderly hermit was buried three times in this place after repeatedly rising from death. NeW NeW
Maltese ambassador to USA meets Obama

Malta's new ambassador to the United States, Marisa
Micallef, had called on President Barack Obama and
presented her credentials.

The picture (left) was issued by the US embassy in Malta,
who wished the new ambassador every success.
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Dar tal-Providenza office in Valletta

An office for the Dar tal-Providenza was
opened yesterday evening at 244, St Paul
Street, Valletta.

Home director Fr Martin Micallef said that
the idea was for the public to have a central
office from where to get all information about
t he homeds wor k and act
donations.

It will also serve as a place where
residents can exhibit their works and wares
and as an inclusion opportunity and job
exposure as a resident will be with the
volunteers running the office daily. Opening
—— A | the home, Social Solidarity Minister Marie
Louise Coleiro Preca thanked id-Dar tal- Prowdenza for belng a I|V|ng example on what needed to be done on social
inclusion. The of fice was bl essed by the Archpriest of St Paul 6:
of the 48th anniversary of the founding of the home, on September 12 1965.

Some Maltese Door Knockers

Yesterday | learnt that in the past people did not
knock on doors but they used to scratch at them. |
had never heard of such a thing!! | wonder how they

heard anyone scratching if they were upstairs!

Anyway | thought of sharing some information
about some of our old and beautiful door knockers.

In Maltese they are known asil-i Ha b b. hohga 0

after the method of scratching was scrapped the

'Habbata' entered in the picture many years ago as a

matter of necessity. Somehow it has survived the mechanical and electric doorbell and
has become part of our street embellishment. These door knockers used to reflect the personality and taste of the house
owner. They were available in numerous motifs, shapes and sizes.

Some of our old buildings throughout the Maltese Islands can boast of some exceptionally fine examples which can
ultimately be described as truly works of art. Perhaps the most traditional motif in the Islands is that in the shape of a

dolphin. These are still manufactured in significant quantities and much in demand but very costly.



http://anecdotesfrommalta.blogspot.com.au/2010/03/some-maltese-door-knockers.html

Maltese model wins New Star ltalia 2013

Maltese dancer Jasmine Camilleri has been crowned Miss
A New Star Italia 2013 becoming the first foreigner to win
title.

Jasmine came tops in dance, singing and modeling to see off
the competition of her rivals.

In the competition held in Assisi there were also awards for a
number of other Maltese girls including 16-year old Anabelle
Calafato who won Miss Showgirl, Lorita Curmi aged 21 was
voted Miss A New Star Cinema 2013 and 16-year old Abigail
Allen Pellegrini took the title of Miss a New Star Fotomodella
2013.

SHOTGUN
LIMA, PER
ISSF 14 SEP - 25 SEP 2013

Maltese Double Trap shooters William Chetcuti and Nathan lee Xuereb together with their coach Jimmy
Bugeja have arrived in Lima, Peru for The ISSF World Championships 2013.

f.\ ISSF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP
S

They will be competing amoung 400 shooters from 55 Nations, including 120 Junior shooters under 21 years of age.

William Chetcuti will be shooting in The Double Trap Seniors Event while Nathan Lee Xuereb will be competing in
The Juniors Double Trap event. These events both start on Friday 20th at 4.30pm Malta time on five rounds of 30
clays each. The top six shooters of each event qualifies for the semi finals and The medal matches to determine the
podium places.

The Maltese shooter's participation was possible thanks to The Malta Shooting Sport Federation, The Malta Olympic
Committee and Kunsill Malti Ghall-Isports. Special thanks also to The Armed Forces of Malta where William
Chetcuti had been recrutted.

W hat our readers _ wrote
9 Just a couple of words to congratulate you for your effarithe

to learn about our Maltese calture. Great job Frank. L. Psaila

weekly newsletter, very well constructed and informative and aboy
all it is in English aropportunity for our children and grandchildren

1 Thank you for the newsletter Frank, very informative and interesting reading. Ha
forwarded to some friends and relatives in Malta, MelbourneSymthey too; Keep up

the good work. Regards Ray Grima
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| managed to squeeze in time to read all of your last newsletter just in time to pass it or
Mumdanot her fantastic read ¥aurdhewslettdrearedfar |
more enjoylle, relevant and easy to read than some of the other current affairs or ne
emails we get. Rosemary Norton

Thank you so very much for sending me the Newsletter 15 | really enjoyed reading it, I'
sorry to have missed out on the other pre@ieddions, Yours Faithfully M. Zahra.

| am printing every newsletter and collect them and later on | will make them into a boc
They are full of Maltese culture and traditisas well as beautiful photos. G Bonnici

Teatru Astracomme mor at es Verdi 6s bicent en:

Festival Mediterranea, twelfth edition, will be
characterised by the comm
bicentenary. The theatre said that a star-studded
international cast, which is soon be announced,

will grace the Teatru Astra stage in two
performances of the maestr
on Thursday, the 24th and Saturday, the 26th of
October 2013, starting at 7.30pm.

Verdi 6s penultimate oper a,
Boito, will return to Teatru Astra after an absence
of ten years.

The Malta Philharmonic Orchestra will be under
the direction of Prof. Joseph Vella, with a
spectacular new production of artistic director
Enrico Stinchelli and the Teatru Astra Opera
Chorus ably trained by Dr Maria Frendo, will

ensure the audience an evening to remember.

For

those who are interested but havendédt managed to book

limited availability of the best seats in the auditorium.

Building Virtual Bridges

Malta and Australia

VISIT OUR WEBSITE ON www.ozmalta.page4.me
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http://gozonews.com/40845/teatru-astra-commemorates-verdis-bicentenary-with-otello/

Appl audi ng Ameri can Knights of Ma |

Al read The Gozo News report: Dlarrmegeacana&oPighiasm af pMalatl a
different, yet similar organization: the Equestrian Order of the Knights of The Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem, plus in

addition. | am also a member of The Brotherhood of Blessed Gerard, which is the relief-arm of the Order of Malta.

A picture is worth more than a thousand words.
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http://gozonews.com/40754/applauding-american-knights-of-malta-on-ta-pinu-pilgrimage/
http://gozonews.com/40650/american-knights-of-malta-to-hold-pilgrimage-at-ta-pinu/

The pilgrimage to Our Lady of Taé Pinu in Gozo, was to ha

everything went well and | salute my brother Knights and confreres on their dedication and devotion on this spiritual

pilgrimage.

| also thank Bishop of Gozo Mgr Mario Grech for celebrating the Mass. The photograph of this historic landmark in The
Gozo News was very impressive and indeed | hope | can see it in-person someday.

The Sovereign Military Hospitaller Order of Saint John of Jerusalem of Rhodes and of Malta, is the oldest of the surviving
papal Chivalric Orders.
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THE MASTER TRIUMPHAN T

This year may well be the year of Mattia Preti. But 400 years since his birth, there are still new works being discovered
and att ributed to the Baroque master, says art historian Keith Sciberras

Malta has had its fair share of artistic celebrities i none, perhaps, as infamous
as Caravaggio. This year marks the 400th anniversary since the birth of
another Italian Baroque master who left his mark on our tiny island i the knight
from Taverna, Mattia Preti.

i Ma t teti,avhoRasided for nearly four decades in Malta, was one of the
foremost exponents of the Iltalian Baroc
the Department of History of Art at the University of Malta. Altar painting of
Siggiewi parish church representing the Miracle of St Nicholas of Bari

AHIi s manner Dbrings together those word:
Baroque, namely: movement, theatricality, freshness, spontaneity,

monumentality and virtuosi ty :Cathedfah is
considered Pretids masterpiece in Ma
altar paintings, laterals and private pictures.

ganos
| so

A lot of work has been undertaken in the past decades to attribute and
catalogue the works of Preti around the world. A major contribution to the field is
Prof . Sc i b e iThe ardunphantb Mamrer, which includes complete
catal ogue of his paintings in Malta
entire oeuvr e. AThis is the fruit onf
the work carried out by other schol a

Prof. Sciberras is also involved in co-curating, together with Vittorio Sgarbi, a
major show on the artist, entitled Tra Caravaggio e Luca Giordano: Il Cavalier
Calabrese Mattia Preti that opened at the Regia La Venaria in Turin in mid-May.
This show, he explains, brings together 50 major works by Preti and other
masters of the seicento, including Caravaggio, Ribera, Guercino and Giovanni
Lanfranco. It sees the participation of numerous museums, galleries, institutions
and private collectors, and has contributions by 20 leading scholars in the field
of ltalian Baroque art. The exhibition showcases Mattia Preti as a major i
personality of the Italian Baroque and traces his style from its Caravaggesque beginnings to the triumphant manner of his
maturity.

il was responsible for drafting the exhi
Prof . Sciberras expl ains. AThe selection
famous pictures and pictures which have recently been discovered and never shown

bef orehand. 6 Thi s, he says, i's what mak e
dynamic. A number of new pictures have been discovered over the recent months

and the surge in interest has made it possible to bring most of them together in one

venue.

Conservationist Paul Muscat cleaning the Miracle of St Nicholas of Bari

New works have also surfaced in Malta following the publication of The Triumphant
Manner last December. One may here name a painting representing a Hercules and
Prometheus dating back to circa 1670. The painting, which is currently being
restored to its former glory, can be compared with a pair of paintings also
representing Hercules that are t oday spiaturetebpecially inrthe remdition 8 Mu s
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Hercules, shows Preti as an outstanding master of the brush, especially in the fresh and spontaneous way in which he
handl es pigments, o0 says Prof. Sciberras.

The Preti year has also brought an increased awareness on the need to conserve, restore and properly present the works

of the master. il have been personally involved in the
collections, including, for example, The Poet Philosopher, The Baptism of Christ and The Bishop Saint, 6 says art

Keith Sciberras. These were restored at ReCoop, a restoration and conservation co-operative of which Prof. Sciberras is

one of the directors. The recently discovered Hercules and Prometheus is also currently bein g r est or ed at Re
Foundati on ofCaSthedohmdgs ®a of. Sciberras explains, fhas un
Triumph of the Order. This work was assigned to an lItalian firm, while Heritage Malta undertook the restoration of the
paintings in its collection in preparation for the Mattia Preti: Faith and Humanity exhibition currently on show at the Grand
Mast er 6 s Pal acThe anniversdrg teletgatidns surtounding Preti have done much by way of bringing this
incredible artistdéds oeuvre under the spotlight and, as a r
BENEATH THE AZURE WINDOW
Dwejrabs | andscape is one of t he most iconic on the Malt
world now brought to life by the Panacea Environmental education centre, as Katryna Storacedi scov er s é
It is a popular piece of trivia that over 70 per cent of the earth is covered in water. Seas and oceans are home to millions
of species of marine plants and creatures, all living in
precariously balanced ecosystems. Overfishing, exploitation
of marine resources, oil and gas extraction, pollution, and
other human activity, however, have for many years
threatened the future of our waters. The Mediterranean is no
exception.
Because we live on an island T and quite a small one at that T
us Maltese cannot be indifferent to the waters that surround
us. They are our source of fun, living, and identity, and with
that comes a responsibility: to care for and respect our seas to
ensure their continued existence. This is the main aim of the
recently opened PANACEA environmental education centre at
Dwejra.
With its incredible rock formations and unique inland sea, the Dwejra area is equally spectacular below the water. This
makes it a popular location with divers, who flock to Dwejra to explore the numerous underwater caves and underwater
scenery it has to offer. Thanks to the value of its marine environment, Dwejra is in fact one of five Marine Protected Areas
designated in the coastal waters of the Maltese Islands.
Situated a mere f ew nmediseaetbe ro
PANACEA environmental education centre acts as the
perfect accompaniment to a site of such natural complexity
= e and interest. fAThe main benef.i
Fo 8 SIS that we now have a Marine Protected Area which finally has
its own centre on location where anyone divers, tourists,
swimmers, children can | earn about wh at
under water | andscape so speci al
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says Alan Deidun, a marine biologist and project manager
for the PANACEA project.

The project shares its vision with five partners: Provincia di
Siracusa, Provincia di Palermo, Comune di Lampdusa/
Linosa, San Lawrenz local council and the University of
Malta IOC-MOC) . Out of the five,
to materialise 1 the other four Sicilian partners are expected
to set up similar environmental education centres around
their own unique Marine Protected Areas.

The San Lawrenz local council has played an important role

in the realisation of the centre, which had been in the
pipeline since 2006, and which finally opened its doors in March of this year. The council has been assisted by the
University of Malta. AThe Universityds input was most lhy
required a lot of research and checking before it was finalised. We have also contributed in terms of the photography,
interactive materi al and videos, 0 says Al an.

A visit to the centre is a great way to get informed about the vast and varied underwater world of the Dwejra area. It opens

up onto a world that is colourful and interactive, with lots of photography, information boards, and 3D models, or dioramas,

recreating specific underwater ecosystems. There is also a screening room currently airing a wonderfully filmed
documentary by Alan, Shaun Arrigo and Pedja Miletic.

AThi s i s t he first Mari ne Pr o

centre in Malta, o Alan point
is the norm i MPAs are usually accompanied by a visitor
centre as well as offices of those who procure it. Their
importance cannot be underestimated. Marine Protected
Areas are vital to the flourishing of biodiversity that is often
under threat by human activity. By protecting particular
areas, species are given the opportunity to regenerate or
breed safely. T hnews 6for ethe a@olrisno
industry i especially, in the case of Dwejra, when it comes to
diving.

A few months since it opened its doors, the general
feedback in relation to the

keeping it open. o

Despite having received EU funding, which has helped the
project become a reality, there are still many problems that

S

C €
bi ggest chall enge was notibgett

Al an and the | ocal counci l cont

protected area, and so, any developmenttakesalot of t i

I

says Al an. What 6s mor e, Dwej r ¢

supply, and all the power required to keep the centre running
is being provided by a generator i which is precarious, at best. On its part, MEPA has agreed, albeit verbally, to cover the

generator costs, which amount to about (015,000 each year.

I really hope that this concept is taken further and deve

centre dedicated solely to fishing
But the biggest issue, Alan points out, is that the centre needs qualified guides to be able to interact with visitors and
makeitfully-f uncti oni n-ger MmThkeahong to empl oy qualified guides
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