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A child's war time memories of life on Malta,  

the George Cross Island 
Major and Mrs H.W. Staples, and their four children - Pat, Edwin, Margaret and Daphne outside their home, 
Dragona, shortly after their arrival on Malta in January 1939.   by Margaret Hutchinson (nee Staples.) 

My fatherôs job 

When my father Major H. W. Staples R.E. (known as 
Sam) left the army in 1949, a letter came from the War 
Office saying, ñI am commanded by the Army Council 
to express to you their thanks for the valuable services 
which you have rendered in the service of your country 
at a time of grave national security.ò This made me 
realise that my father played an important part on the 
island of Malta. He was the Deputy Commander of the 
Royal Engineers for the southern part of the island 
covering the main harbours and aerodromes.  

It is easy to forget just how close Malta came to defeat 
between 1940 and 1942. I arrived in Malta with my 
parents, two brothers and two sisters in January 1939. 
At nine years of age it seemed like a new adventure ð 
little did I realise that it would be six years before I left 
the island in March 1945. 

Island at War  -  My memories are of fear and starvation 
but also of love for the people and the island. At the 
beginning when the Italians declared war life was 

difficult, but when the Germans started bombing only sixty miles away from Sicily, it was horrendous. It 
became one of the most heavily bombed places in the world. 

We all slept in the shelters and spent most of the day there too. As convoys fought to get through with 
supplies, they were pounded by the enemy. Without the RAF fighter pilots and anti-aircraft personnel, 
Malta could easily have succumbed. 

Scarcity of food - I remember my father telling me that there were only 10 daysô supplies left. As our ration 
at the time was very limited ð only one slice of bread each per day ð leaving the table hungry wasnôt 
unusual. My poor mother struggled to feed us ð I remember she became painfully thin, and began to look 
old. My father recorded he lost 8ò off his waist and felt quite fit except when walking quickly his heart beat 
sounded like a going in his ears.  

I used to queue at the Victory kitchen in Floriana for our one meal a day. Divided between seven of us, it 
was pathetic; maybe enough for one and a half people ð but I must say, it was always very tasty. My mother 
learnt to serve it on small plates. One day my father acquired a sack of oatmeal riddled with weevils. My 
mother asked me to try and clean it ð an impossible task ð so it was cooked with the weevils! My sisters 
and I played ñloves me, loves me notò with weevils rather than fruit stones.  

I went to the market in Valletta with my mother ð most of the stallholders had left but there were still a few 
there. We came home with a fish that had cost a pound ð a lot of money in those days. I think that it was 
that day that the Opera house was bombed and we picked our way through the rubble. Running from one 
shelter to the next became the norm. 

Operation óPedestalô  -  Operation Pedestal was launched to help Malta when we were at our lowest ebb. 
Of the fourteen ships that sailed nine were sunk and in the early hours of August 15th the freighter ñOhioò 
limped into the Grand Harbour lashed to the side of other vessels. We children used to rush to the bastions 
to cheer and wave them in. When supplies arrived only to be destroyed during their unloading in the grand 
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Harbour, the islandôs morale was severely hit. Both my brothers, Pat and Edwin were detailed to go to the 
harbour wearing their Boy Scout uniforms, to help supervise unloading and stop pilfering. 

A terrifying experience. 

One day returning from Chiswick House School in Windsor Terrace, Sliema, my sister Daphne and I arrived 
at the quay and as the ferries had stopped running we had to rely on the dghaisa ð a boat rather like a 
gondola ð to take us across to Valetta. There had been raids all morning and we were desperate to get 
home. Our lessons had been in the shelter and as it was about half past four and we hadnôt eaten a thing 
since breakfast we were feeling terribly hungry. Soon the little boat was full of Maltese women and children 
gesticulating wildly and a Maltese soldier of the K.O.M.R. was giving a full account of the morningôs bombings 
to one of the boatmen. 

Soon we were on our way, gliding over the water ð but alas! We had just reached the middle of the harbour 
when the siren wailed out mournfully. My heart was beating wildly and I prayed that the red flag would not 
be hoisted until we reached the other side. This was raised above the Castile when the raid was directly 
overhead. One woman began screaming hysterically and urged the boatmen to go faster, faster! Beads of 
perspiration poured from them as they pulled at the oars and we watched, waited and prayed.  

Suddenly the red flag was hoisted and we realised our prayers had been in vain. One old lady threw herself 
on the bottom of the boat sobbing and begging the saints to take care of us all. My sister turned dreadfully 
pale and I thought she was going to faint as she usually did in such circumstances. She clutched at my hand 
and we gazed above scanning the blue skies for the approach of the enemy. A dozen or so planes passed 
over and we presumed they had already dropped their bombs on the other side of the island. Our guns 
opened up and the planes made a speedy exit. ñRaiders passed,ò blared out and as we reached Valetta we 
all breathed a prayer of thanks.  

Slowly we made our way up Great Siege Hill homeward bound. A few minutes passed and the siren wailed 
again. As there were no shelters close by we made our way to a small gap in the bastion and huddled in. A 
sailor and two Maltese soldiers joined us and after a while the sailor assured us the raid was practically over 
and we could continue our journey. We thanked him and began to run up the hill. 

Before we had gone 200 yards the guns began to bark and I could see three planes coming in our direction. 
I screamed ñRun Daphne ð make for that wallò and we ran as fast as our legs could carry us. There was a 
loud whistle and them WHAM. The ground shook violently and when I had the courage to stand up the air 
was full of smoke and dust. Daphne was lying in a clump of daisies quite a few feet ahead of me where the 
blast had lifted her. I thought she might have been hurt but was assured it was only fright when she stood 
up and started screaming. 

An English soldier popped his head out of a slit trench, ran over and picked her up in his arms and shouting 
for me to follow, ran back to the slit trench. I felt terribly giddy and slowly made my way to the shelter. The 
raid was over 15 minutes later and at last we resumed our journey undisturbed.  

A few days later my father told me that two Maltese soldiers had been killed by enemy action less than 100 
yards from the spot we had occupied. I shall never forget that day as long as I live.  

Most British families left the island early on, some going to South Africa for the duration, others going around 
South Africa back to the U.K. When my father asked my mother to leave before the bombing started, she 
said, ñNo ð we stay togetherò, and so it was, and she wouldnôt be moved. One day I was out in the open 
during a raid with my mother and sister Daphne, and I remember shouting, ñDear God, Iôm too young to die.ò 

 
 

The best Maltese Newsletter I ever read.  Thank you 
Frank keep up the good work and God bless you. 
Joe Vella, Adelaide, Australia 
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2 million tourists with an 
expenditure of ú1.7 billion in 
2016 ï NSO     www.independent.com.mt |  

In 2016, inbound tourist arrivals increased by 10.2%, 
reaching close to 2 million tourist arrivals (1,965,928) 
reaching a total expenditure of ú1.7 billion, a 4.3% 
increase, according to the 2017 edition of the NSOôs 

Regional Statistics.    

Total nights spent by tourists to Malta reached nearly 15 million, an increase of 5.7% over 2015. Gozo 
and Comino accounted for 7.4% of the figure, and registered the highest growth across regions 
exceeding 1.1 million nights, increasing by 10.8%.    Single centre destination inbound tourism, which 
refers to those individuals who remain at one single accommodation, accounted for the majority of the 
trips, 94.7%, the rest being twin centre destination trips. 

The majority of inbound tourists came from EU Member States (86.2%), with the strongest market being 
the UK. Most were aged between 25 and 44 (35.1%). More than three-fourths of single centre trips to 
Malta region were done for holiday purposes amounting to nearly 1.4 million.  First-time tourists 
accounted for 70.3% while the remainder were repeat tourists. 

In 2016, average length of stay stood at 7.3 nights, down by 0.3 of a night when compared to previous 
year.  Top five places where single centre inbound tourists to Malta region stayed longest included St 
Julianôs (25%), St Paulôs Bay/Buǣibba/Qawra (23%), Sliema (17%), Mellieǩa (14%), and Valletta (3%). 

When compared to 2015, non-package trips increased by 21.5%, implying that three trips out of five 
were non-package; the package trips dropped by 3.9% when compared to 2015.  Slightly less than half 
of the single centre inbound tourists, 48.8%, travelled by other airlines, 48.6% by low-cost airlines. Over 
the past five consecutive years travelling by low-cost airlines grew at a faster pace than travelling by 
other airlines.  

In 2016, travelling by low-cost airlines increased by 26.7% while travelling by other airlines declined by 
3.0% when compared to 2015.  In 2016, public transport (bus at 29%) was the most popular form of 
transport used by single centre inbound tourists to Malta region. This was followed by the taxi (18%) 
and coach (13%). 

A SLIGHT EARTHQUAKE IN MALTA  
Rabat Franciscan Collegiate Church (TaôGiezu) collapsed. 

Luckily, no one was inside the church when the ceiling 
collapsed. (Photo: James  
Ceiling of óTa' ǢieŨuô church in Rabat collapses 

The Franciscan friars and residents of Rabat this morning (23 

August 2017) woke up to a horrible sight, when the priests 

delivered the news that the ceiling of their beloved Ta' ǢieŨu 
church had caved in, with the debris destroying the altar.  
Some had tears in their eyes as they gathered outside the 
centuries old church, and Archbishop Charles J Scicluna also 
appeared emotional as he was shown around.  People on the 

scene said two old wooden beams appeared to have given way. The marble altar table, benches and 
light fittings were considerably damaged as tons of debris rained down.   
Ta' Giezu Church was built in 1500 and enlarged in 1757. The first Grand Master L'Isle Adam lived in the 
adjoining convent when the Knights came to Malta in 1530.  The Franciscan Fathers this morning thanked 
all those who had offered to help and announced the setting up of an emergency fund. Donations may be 
made to Bank of Valletta account 40020868884. 

 

http://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2017-08-15/local-news/2-million-tourists-with-an-expenditure-of-1-7-billion-in-2016-NSO-6736177859
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IL-MOSTIN JICCELEBRAW BIL-KBIR  jikteb Victor B Caruana 

 

Nhar it-Tlieta 15 ta' Awwissu 2017 l-Mostin ccelebraw il-Festa ta' Santa 
Marija. Ic-celebrazzjonijiet bdew fid-29 ta'Awwissu bil-hrug tal-Istatwa 
Titular minn nicca.  L-ghada l-Hadd 30 ta' Lulju  kien il-bidu tal-
Kwindicina.  Minn dak in-nhar kien hemm funzjonijiet religjuzi kbar kull 
filghaxija fir-Rotunda. Sar pellegrinagg bir-roti madwar it-toroq tal-Mosta 
bl-Arcipriet Dun Sebastjan Caruana fost ic-ciklisti.  Dun Sebastjan jdur 
mal-Mosta kollha li llum kibret hafna,  permezz tar-racing bike, biex 
iqarben il-morda fi djarhom.  
Sar pellegrinagg bir-Ruzarju madwar it-toroq tal-Mosta. Saru zewg 
kuncerti kbar fi Pjazza Rotunda tard filghaxija ghal frisk miz-zewg 
Socjetajiet Filarmonici, Nicolo' Isouard u Santa Marija. Dawn ghamlu 
wkoll diversi marci brijjuzi madwar it-toroq tal-Mosta.  Kien hemm wirjiet 
kbar tal-loghob tan-nar kemm tal-ajru kif ukoll tal-art miz-zewg 
Socjetajiet Piroteknici Mostin, is-Soc. Piroteknika 15 ta'Awissu u s-Socjeta 
Piroteknika Santa Marija. 
Il-qofol tal-Festa kien it-Tlieta 15 ta'Awwissu nhar Santa Marija.  Filghodu 
saret Quddiesa Pontifikali kkoncelebrata minn Nunzju Appostoliku gdid 
tal-Vatikan ghal Malta. Dan huwa l-E.T. Mons Alessandro D' Errico, 
Arcisqof Titolari ta' Carini. Huwa ghandu 68 sena u huwa minn 

Napli.   Din kienet l-ewwel funzjoni religjuza  tieghu f' Malta billi huwa wasal Malta fl-4 ta' Awwissu li ghadda. 
Huwa inghata din il-kariga mill-Papa Francisku f' April li ghadda. Flimkien mieghu kkoncelebra l-E.T. L-
Arcisqof  Mons. Charles Scicluna li ghamel il-panigierku.  Kkoncelebraw maghhom il-W.R. Arcipriet u l-kleru 
tal-Mosta.  Huwa nghata merhba kbira mill-poplu Mosti.  Wara l-quddiesa huwa rringrazzja lill-kulhadd u qal 
li kien ta' unur kbir ghalih illi qaddes f'dan it-tempju sabih u majestuz tar-Rotunda. 
Filghaxija saret il-purcissjoni tant mistennija bl-Istatwa Titulari, li tmexxiet mis-Sacerdot Novell Dun Sinclair 
.ǳƎŜƧŀΣ ƭƛ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜǿ ƎƘŀƭƛƘŀ ŜƭǳŦ ƪōŀǊ ǘŀϥ ƴƛŜǎ Ƴƛƴƴ ƪǳƭƭ Ǌƻƪƴŀ ǘŀΩ aŀƭǘŀ ǳ ƘŀŦƴŀ ǘǳǊƛǎǘƛ.Riratt  ǘŀΩ ±ƛŎǘƻǊ . 
Caruana (Mosta) 
 

SISTER LEONIDE MAGRO 
Born in  Qrendi:  2nd  October 1932  
 died in Adelaide: 11th  August 2017 

 
Sister Leonide Magro was one of the pioneer nuns in 

Adelaide. 

She was a member of the Franciscan Sisters of the Heart of 

Jesus founded by the Venerable Mother Margherita in Gozo.  

Sr Leonide was born in Qrendi and spent most of her life in 

Adelaide with the congregation and was well loved by the her 

fellow sisters, the members of Christ the King Parish, 

Lockleys and by the Maltese community of Adelaide. 

We extend our deepest sympathy to Sr. Vittoriana Debattista, the Regional Superior of the 

Congregation and the whole community and her family. 

                                                                                     The editor 

                                                                                  

Ll -Istatwa artistika ta' Santa 

Marija diehla fir -Rotunda 
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A sense of jubiliation spread as the convoy entered Grand Harbour' 

War veteran recalls SS Ohio's arrival in Malta 

Major Henry Gatt, 94, spoke to the Times of Malta before the 75th 
anniversary of the convoy. Photo: Matthew Mirabelli  

 

For 94-year-old war veteran Major Henry Gatt, the day the 
SS Ohio tanker and its escort made it to Malta, August 15, 
1942, reminds him of one thing ï the widespread jubilation 
among the Maltese.  The arrival of merchant ship MV Port 

Chalmers on August 13, 1942, was welcomed by servicemen and civilians. 

Speaking to this newspaper ahead of the 75th anniversary of Operation Pedestal, which brought to Malta the 
Santa Marija convoy and is being celebrated today, Mr Gatt recalled the sense of jubilation that quickly spread 
throughout the island when the convoy, barely making it, entered the Grand Harbour. 

Although he was on duty working anti-aircraft searchlights 
that day and not present to watch the convoy arrive, Mr Gatt 
said he had vivid recollections of the sense of joy and relief 
that the vessels with supplies brought with them. 

The convoyôs arrival is considered to be a pivotal moment 
in World War II. It saved Malta by delivering food and other 
essential supplies when the island was under heavy attack 
from the enemy. 

ñThat was a big joy for everybody, with people from all walks 
of life celebrating.  The re-enactment was wonderful, but 
these events do not have the same effect on me as on 
others, since I lived through the real thing 

ñI was in the Rabat area at the timeé but the news spread very quickly,ò Mr Gatt explained.  He added that 
before the battered SS Ohio made it to Malta, morale was down and most people were hungry and afraid. 

Food shortages had become a serious problem, and while people tried to get on with their daily lives, living 
off rations from the Victory Kitchen was no easy feat, Mr Gatt recalled. 

ñPeople were living off soup, with minestra being the order of the day on most days. Maybe there were times 
when spaghetti was  

Asked about the one memory from the war that has stuck with him, Mr Gatt said it was the way the people 
tried to continue leading normal lives despite the hardships they faced on a daily basis. 

The merchant ship MV Dorset came under attack on August 
13, 1942.  ñPeople went to work every day and they tried to 
maintain a certain sense of normality despite what was going 
on around them.ò 

And while many rush to attend commemorations and other 
events to celebrate the anniversary, Mr Gatt said that while 
he enjoyed attending such events, they did not carry the 
same level of intrigue for him as they did for those who had 
not lived through those times. 

ñI attended a re-enactment on Saturday, and while it was a 
wonderful experience, these events do not have the same effect on me as they do on other people, since I 
lived through the real thing.   ñI saw it first-hand and I know what it was really like,ò he said. 
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JOIN THE MALTESE AMERICAN BENEVOLENT SOCIETY FOR  
óIL-FESTA TAL-VITORJAô 

 Our 9th annual Festa Il-Vitorja will be held on Setemper 10th at 11:00 am at Most Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church. Lunch will be served at the Club afterwards. For more information on menu and ticket availability, 
please see the information below! 

 
 

Where :    Most Holy Trinity;   Most Holy Trinity Church, Porter Street, Detroit, MI, United States  
When:      Sunday, September 10, 2017   11:00 AM ð 9:00 PM EDT  
Contact:     Maltese American Benevolent Society;   mabsi.detroit@gmail.com  
 

 

https://maps.google.com/?q=Most%20Holy%20Trinity%20Church%2C%20Porter%20Street%2C%20Detroit%2C%20MI%2C%20United%20States
mailto:mabsi.detroit@gmail.com
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WHAT TYPE OF CHURCH? 
The church is not the temple built of lifeless bricks.  St Paul said the everyone of 

us  ia a temple of God, and St. Peter calls us óliving stonesô. How to picture a living 

stone? The Prophet Ezekiel speaks about dry bones that took on flesh and breath. 

It is God, who having made us lifeless stones, breaths, so we become óliving 

stonesô. Donôt be just disciples of Christ! Be also apostles of Christ! Let us build 

together the Church of Christ 

in our Diocese Tirana-Durres. Let us thank God for the miracles He did for our 

Diocese 

these last twenty five years. But our journey has not finished: we have to go on. We should not be afraid to make the 

necessary reforms, we should not be afraid to change the structures. But let us not forget that the most important and 

the most difficult work is not the changing of the structures, but the changing of our hearts. Reforms alone are not 

able to change the hearts. Only faith and love can change the hearts. To use a phrase of Pope 

Francis: ñLet us build bridges, not walls.ò Let us build together a church modeled after Pope Francisô proposal: a 

church, who serves, close to the people, especially the poor, the abandoned, the marginalized because of their skin 

color or because of their social status, victims of injustice, a church, who becomes the voice of those who have no 

voice! 

Therefore, let us have our smile ready for those who are looking for our solidarity, let us reach out to them, who were 

denied help, let us widen our hearts, so that the poor and the marginalized find shelter there. 

Msgr. George Frendo O.P. (from his homily during the mass of his nomination AS Archbishop OF Tirana, Albania 

3 December 2016)As Archbishop Of Tirana, Albania ï 3 Rd December 2016) 

 

Annette Xiberras 
Annette Xiberras has worked in the field of Aboriginal cultural 
heritage for more than 25 years when she was part of the first 
group of cultural heritage officers employed by Aboriginal 
Affairs Victoria  in 1988. Annette has held the Victorian 
Aboriginal community -elected chair of the Victorian 
Traditional Owners Land Justice Group for the past 6 years. Her 
long career in cultural heritage has seen her gain numerous 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwidx9vNvd_VAhWLi7wKHTxsDj8QjRwIBw&url=http://www.op.org/en/content/bishop-george-frendo-op-now-metropolitan-archbishop-tirane-durres-albania&psig=AFQjCNEMld8mKG9DyIkpnbiRKpkR6eUbvw&ust=1503100948479043
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formal qualifications in Cultural Heritage Management, and has allowed her to work with somŜ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ 
leading archaeological experts. 
As a Wurundjeri Elder, she has unique connections with both government and Aboriginal communities. She 
combines this with real-world business and commercial experience. !ƴƴŜǘǘŜΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ ƛƴ  Aboriginal cultural 
heritage is reflected in the honorary positions she holds: 
Co-chair, Victorian Traditional Owners Land Justice GroupChair, City of Melbourne Cultural Heritage Advisory 
Committee 
Chair, City of Yarra Cultural Heritage Advisory Committee, Committee Member for the Department of 
Sustainability and Environment State Round Table, Committee Member, Zoos Victoria, Committee Member for 
the National Trust, Member of Wurundjeri Tribe Committee of Management 
Board of Directors for Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative. 
Annette has also published widely including contributing to a monograph for the Australian Archaeological 
Association and also for the James Cook 1 Monograph. 
 

August 17, 2015  by Sarah Carabott  

Humble kusksu wins Aussie cup 
The former Consul General for Malta in Melbourne 
Victor Grech (right) with winners Luke Portelli, 
Carmen Portelli and Annie Portelli. At the back, Nisǣa 
president Sandra Mooney and vice president Marlene 
Scicluna. Photo: Innovating Visuals  
 
A simple, traditional bowl of kusksu bil-ǣbejniet goes down so 

well ï especially on a rainy day ï that it is still a favourite among the Maltese in Australia. 
In fact, a menu of broad bean soup with fresh cheese followed by prickly pear ice cream yesterday won 
the fifth edition of the Maltese Cook Off held in Melbourne, organised by the community group called 
nisǣa. 
The group wants to pass on the Maltese identity to Australian youth through cultural events such as the 
cook-off, which was launched after the parents of Sandra Mooneyôs friends gradually passed away, 
taking with them their secret recipes. Ms Mooney, the president of the non-profit association, realised 
that the younger generations were losing the Maltese palate. 
Organised for the first time in 2011, the event has been held annually since then by popular demand. It 
is meant to help contestants pass on Maltese recipes in a fun way. 
Organised for the first time in 2011, the event has been held annually since then by popular demand. It 
is meant to help contestants pass on Maltese recipes in a fun way 
This year, it brought together eight teams of three people, in some cases three generations from one 
family, who battled it out by cooking Maltese traditional food. 
With their kusksu and ice cream, Carmen Portelli and her two children, Luke and Annie, impressed the 
panel of judges, composed of cookbook author Karmen Tedesco, head chef Anton Camilleri and former 
MasterChef contestant Tregan Spiteri. 

Mouth-watering kusksu bil-ǣbejniet and ǣelat tal-bajtar tax-xewk 
were the winning dishes of this yearôs Maltese cook-off held in 
Melbourne. Photo: Tregan Spiteri 
Runners-up Emmanuel Cilia, his brother Anthony and nephew 
Matthew prepared a dish of rabbit and baked rice. They were 
followed closely by Mill-KǙina taô Parkville ï a group made up of 
Edwina Mallia, Rosemary Attard and Antonia Camilleri, with their 
bread with bigilla and baked swordfish, which also won the 

Peopleôs Choice Award. 
The sold-out event sees a colourful assortment of dishes every year, and last yearôs winning 
combination was brunǣiel mimli (stuffed eggplant) and a Kinnie cake. This year, the cook-off brought 
together 250 people who tucked in to Maltese food while Nicky Bombaôs band Bustamento and veteran 
singer Nicol Caruana belted out some Maltese favourites 
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BALLATA TAL -MALTIN TAõ NEW CALEDONIA in Adelaide  

 Nhar il -Hadd, 10 taõ Settembru 2017, Patri Grabiel Micallef, il -Kappillan tal -Maltin taõ SA, 
ser jqaddes il -Quddiesa tat -Tieni Hadd tax -xahar. Din il -Quddiesa tfakkar il -
COMMEMORATION DAY li fiha niftakru f õdawk li xerrdu demmhom biex illum qeghdin 
ngawdu il -pa`i, s -sliem u r -rizq taõ zmenijietna.    Il-Quddiesa tibda fit -3.00 p.m. fil -Knisja 
taõ Kristu Re, fõLockleys.   Wara fis -sala jkollna xi refreshments u l -Father ser 
isemmalna   IL-BALLATA TAL -MALTIN TAõ NEW CALEDONIA, li fõdin is-sena fõdin is-sena 
jaghlqu mitt sena li minn wara sitt xhur tbatija u taqtih il -qalb, fl -ahhar \barkaw fil -port   taõ 
Sydney. Hija storja li taqsamlek qalbek. Ejjew u gibu l -hbieb maghkom halli tisimghu din 
il -grajja ta hutna l -Maltin li ghadde w minn tant gheltijiet biex flahhar irnexxielhom 
jakkwistaw dak li tant kienu xtaqu.   li minn wara sitt xhur tbatija u taghtih il -qalb, fl -ahhar  
Ara pagna  7  

IL-FESTA TAL-VITORJA FIS-SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
    Il-MALTESE CHAPLAINCY FESTIVITIES GROUP jixtieq javza li l-Festa tal-Vitorja   
      ser tinzamm, bhal fis-snin l-imghoddija, gewwa Lockleys.   
  Il-Programm huwa dan:  

   Il-DƛƳƎƘŀΣ нф ǘŀΩ {ŜǘǘŜƳōǊǳ  -  Fis-7.00 tibda l-Purcissjoni bl-ƛǎǘŀǘǿŀ ŀǊǘƛǎǘƛƪŀ ǘŀΩ aŀǊƛƧŀ .ŀƳōƛƴŀ 

mill-Gnien tas-Sorijiet Frangiskani.  Takkumpanja l-MALTESE QUEEN OF VICTORIES BAND. Kif naslu fil-
Knisja jsir  t-TRIBUT LILL-MADONNA mill-Ghaqdiet kollha Maltin u wara tinghata l-Barka Sagramentali. 
Refreshments fis-Sala.   Dawk kollha prezenti huma mistiedna.  
    Is-{ƛōǘΣ ол ǘŀΩ {ŜǘǘŜƳōǊǳ  -    SOCIAL EVENING fis-Sala tal-tŀǊǊƻŎŎŀ ǘŀΩ YǊƛǎǘǳ wŜΣ ŦΩ[ƻŎƪƭŜȅǎΦ     Ikla 

ǘŀΩ п YƻǊǎƛ ǳ ·ƻǊō Ƴƛƭƭ-Bar. Iferrahna bil-kant tieghu DJ ERIC.  Il-tǊŜȊȊ Ƙǳǿŀ ōƛǎǎ ǘŀΩ ϷплΦ 9ƧƧŜǿ ǳ Ǝƛōǳ ƭ-
hbieb maghkom. Ahsbu minn kmieni ghax il-postijiet huma limitati.  
   Il-IŀŘŘΣ м ǘΩhǘǘǳōǊǳ  -  Fil-11.00 a.m. Quddiesa Solenni Kantata 

kkoncelebrata.   Imexxi l-Kappillan tal-tŀǊǊƻŎŎŀ ǘŀΩ tΦ DŀōǊƛŜƭ aƛŎŀƭƭŜŦ ǳ ƭ-
Kappillan tal-Parrocca San Lawrenz, Ghawdex ς Fr Charles M. Sultana.  Jiehu 
sehem ic-CHAPLAINCY CHOIR. Tinghata l-Barka Sagramentali.  Wara jkollna l-
purcissjoni fuq l-art tal-Knisja, akkumpanjata mill-MALTESE QUEEN OF 
VICTORIES BAND.   Wara jkun hemm serata taΩ divertiment fis-Sala 
Parrokkjali.  
It-¢ƴŜƧƴΣ н ǘΩhǘǘǳōǊǳ -   Kulhadd huwa mistieden biex jigi jaghtina daqqa 

ǘΩƛŘ ōƛŜȄ ƴƛƎōǊǳ ƭ-ŀǊƳŀǊ ǳ ƴƴŀŘŦǳΦ  ²ŀǊŀ Ƨƪƻƭƭƴŀ ǉǳŘŘƛŜǎŀ ǘŀΩ wƛƴƎǊŀȊȊƧŀƳŜƴǘ Ƴƛƴƴ CǊ Dŀbriel u 
nispiccaw bil-B.B.Q. 

 

 
 

Fr Charles Sultana 
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Bocelli, Calleja take anniversary concert to new highs 
The public was treated to quite the show on the 

20th anniversary of Joseph Callejaôs public debut 

in the world of opera   

Saviour Balzan  

Andrea Bocelli last night at the Floriana Granaries 

It was perhaps fitting that the 20th anniversary Joseph 

Calleja concert turned out to be aspecial eclectic 

evening.  Held under the stars on a warm August night 

and with the background of fireworks from an unruly 

Maltese festa. But nothing could beat this special 

evening.  It was yet another traditional event, sometime one would admit was turning repetitive: Maltaôs 

tenor and now a Cavaliere Joseph Calleja emulates the Pavarotti creation: of combining opera singing with 

contemporary productions.  

  

Yet, this evening under the stars was different.  It roped in one great and unique voice, with the presence 

of other stars. Listening to Andrea Bocelli live is an experience that cannot be matched by a 

televisionscreening or accidentally snooping on his voice.   

His stardom is in perfect synch with his matchless talent as his warm voice reached new crescendos and 

resonated endlessly in the Fosos square in Floriana.  It was difficult to believe that the other week he had 

been fighting a bronchitis  and had to cancel concerts.  Calleaôs contribution was ever more incisive - there 

is something remarkably complete in his execution.  It is as if a fine wine had come of age - the confidence 

that he exudes is one of a mega marvel.  The stunning Gillian Zammit was also exceptional as she delivered 

her solo interpretations and also with Bocelli with Maltese young voices echoing from the stage.  

 

Sir Bryn Terfel, the bass baritone was also an important factor to the nightôs success, adding some colour 

to the musical interpretations with his humour and personality.  The other singers were perhaps less of an 

influence for the enthusiastic public.  Though Destiny, the young Maltese Junior Eurovision winner still 

struck a chord with the Maltese audience. And not to be forgotten, the Malta Philharmonic Orchestra, which 

presented a flawless musical performance. 

 

Andrea Bocelli and Joseph Calleja 


