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A child's war time memories of life on Malta,

the George Cross Island

Major and Mrs H.W. Staples, and their four children - Pat, Edwin, Margaret and Daphne outside their home,
Dragona, shortly after their arrival on Malta in January 1939. by Margaret Hutchinson (nee Staples.)

My fatherds job

When my father Major H. W. Staples R.E. (known as
Sam) left the army in 1949, a letter came from the War

Of fice saying, il am comnjar
to express to you their thanks for the valuable services
which you have rendered in the service of your country
at a time of grave nati on a | security
realise that my father played an important part on the
island of Malta. He was the Deputy Commander of the
Royal Engineers for the southern part of the island
covering the main harbours and aerodromes.

o (T
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It is easy to forget just how close Malta came to defeat
between 1940 and 1942. | arrived in Malta with my
parents, two brothers and two sisters in January 1939.
At nine years of age it seemed like a new adventure 8
little did | realise that it would be six years before | left
the island in March 1945.

Island at War - My memoaries are of fear and starvation

but also of love for the people and the island. At the

beginning when the ltalians declared war life was
difficult, but when the Germans started bombing only sixty miles away from Sicily, it was horrendous. It
became one of the most heavily bombed places in the world.

We all slept in the shelters and spent most of the day there too. As convoys fought to get through with
supplies, they were pounded by the enemy. Without the RAF fighter pilots and anti-aircraft personnel,
Malta could easily have succumbed.

Scarcityof food-1 r emember my father telling me that there
at the time was very limited @ only one slice of bread each perdayd | eavi ng t he takhlfl €
unusual. My poor mother struggled to feed us 8 | remember she became painfully thin, and began to look

ol d. My father recorded he | ost 80 off his wais ¢
sounded like a going in his ears.

| used to queue at the Victory kitchen in Floriana for our one meal a day. Divided between seven of us, it
was pathetic; maybe enough for one and a half people & but | must say, it was always very tasty. My mother
learnt to serve it on small plates. One day my father acquired a sack of oatmeal riddled with weevils. My
mother asked me to try and clean it 8 an impossible task & so it was cooked with the weevils! My sisters
and | played @Al oves me, | oves me noto with weevill s

| went to the market in Valletta with my mother 8 most of the stallholders had left but there were still a few
there. We came home with a fish that had cost a pound & a lot of money in those days. | think that it was
that day that the Opera house was bombed and we picked our way through the rubble. Running from one
shelter to the next became the norm.

Operati on 6 Ppedton Peddstadl was launched to help Malta when we were at our lowest ebb.
Of the fourteen ships that sailed nine were suaot i
limped into the Grand Harbour lashed to the side of other vessels. We children used to rush to the bastions
to cheer and wave them in. When supplies arrived only to be destroyed during their unloading in the grand
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Har bour , t he i sl anlghitsBotmmy baothers, Rathasd Eslwin/wene detailed to go to the
harbour wearing their Boy Scout uniforms, to help supervise unloading and stop pilfering.

A terrifying experience.

One day returning from Chiswick House School in Windsor Terrace, Sliema, my sister Daphne and | arrived

at the quay and as the ferries had stopped running we had to rely on the dghaisa & a boat rather like a
gondola & to take us across to Valetta. There had been raids all morning and we were desperate to get
home. Our lessonshad been in the shelter and as it was alpo
since breakfast we were feeling terribly hungry. Soon the little boat was full of Maltese women and children
gesticulating wildly and a Maltese soldier ofthe KO.M.R.was gi ving a full accoun

to one of the boatmen.

Soon we were on our way, gliding over the water 0 but alas! We had just reached the middle of the harbour
when the siren wailed out mournfully. My heart was beating wildly and | prayed that the red flag would not
be hoisted until we reached the other side. This was raised above the Castile when the raid was directly
overhead. One woman began screaming hysterically and urged the boatmen to go faster, faster! Beads of
perspiration poured from them as they pulled at the oars and we watched, waited and prayed.

Suddenly the red flag was hoisted and we realised our prayers had been in vain. One old lady threw herself

on the bottom of the boat sobbing and begging the saints to take care of us all. My sister turned dreadfully

pale and | thought she was going to faint as she usually did in such circumstances. She clutched at my hand

and we gazed above scanning the blue skies for the approach of the enemy. A dozen or so planes passed

over and we presumed they had already dropped their bombs on the other side of the island. Our guns
opened up and the planes made a speedy exit. i Rafi d
all breathed a prayer of thanks.

Slowly we made our way up Great Siege Hill homeward bound. A few minutes passed and the siren wailed
again. As there were no shelters close by we made our way to a small gap in the bastion and huddled in. A
sailor and two Maltese soldiers joined us and after a while the sailor assured us the raid was practically over
and we could continue our journey. We thanked him and began to run up the hill.

Before we had gone 200 yards the guns began to bark and | could see three planes coming in our direction.

| screamed MRmake fdthigiwalel 6 and we ran as fast as ofjur
loud whistle and them WHAM. The ground shook violently and when | had the courage to stand up the air

was full of smoke and dust. Daphne was lying in a clump of daisies quite a few feet ahead of me where the
blast had lifted her. | thought she might have been hurt but was assured it was only fright when she stood

up and started screaming.

An English soldier popped his head out of a slit trench, ran over and picked her up in his arms and shouting
for me to follow, ran back to the slit trench. I felt terribly giddy and slowly made my way to the shelter. The
raid was over 15 minutes later and at last we resumed our journey undisturbed.

A few days later my father told me that two Maltese soldiers had been killed by enemy action less than 100
yards from the spot we had occupied. | shall never forget that day as long as | live.

Most British families left the island early on, some going to South Africa for the duration, others going around
South Africa back to the U.K. When my father asked my mother to leave before the bombing started, she
sai d,d wieNost ay toget her o, and so it wa s, and she flwo
during a raid with my mother and sister Daphne, and Iremember s hout i ng, M@nDear d,

The best Maltese Newsletter | ever read. Thank you
Frank keep up the good work and God bless you.
| Joe Vella, Adelaide, Australia
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2 million tourists with an
expendi ture of
'**‘*' 2016| NSO www.independent.com.mt |

~In 2016, inbound tourist arrivals increased by 10.2%,
reaching close to 2 million tourist arrivals (1,965,928)
‘¥ reaching a total expendit
- i ncrease, according to th
Regional Statistics.

Total nights spent by tourists to Malta reached nearly 15 million, an increase of 5.7% over 2015. Gozo
and Comino accounted for 7.4% of the figure, and registered the highest growth across regions
exceeding 1.1 million nights, increasing by 10.8%. Single centre destination inbound tourism, which
refers to those individuals who remain at one single accommodation, accounted for the majority of the
trips, 94.7%, the rest being twin centre destination trips.

The majority of inbound tourists came from EU Member States (86.2%), with the strongest market being
the UK. Most were aged between 25 and 44 (35.1%). More than three-fourths of single centre trips to
Malta region were done for holiday purposes amounting to nearly 1.4 million. First-time tourists
accounted for 70.3% while the remainder were repeat tourists.

In 2016, average length of stay stood at 7.3 nights, down by 0.3 of a night when compared to previous
year. Top five places where single centre inbound tourists to Malta region stayed longest included St
Julianbs (25%), St Paul s Bay/ Bué&i bba/ Qa vetta(3%)2 3 Y] ,

When compared to 2015, non-package trips increased by 21.5%, implying that three trips out of five
were non-package; the package trips dropped by 3.9% when compared to 2015. Slightly less than half
of the single centre inbound tourists, 48.8%, travelled by other airlines, 48.6% by low-cost airlines. Over
the past five consecutive years travelling by low-cost airlines grew at a faster pace than travelling by
other airlines.

In 2016, travelling by low-cost airlines increased by 26.7% while travelling by other airlines declined by
3.0% when compared to 2015. In 2016, public transport (bus at 29%) was the most popular form of
transport used by single centre inbound tourists to Malta region. This was followed by the taxi (18%)
and coach (13%).

ASLIGHTEARTHQUAKE I N MALTA

Rabat Franmscan CoIIeglate Church (Ta@Giezu) collapsed.
= = 4 1 #=4 Luckily, no one was inside the church when the ceiling
¥ collapsed. (Photo: James
Ceiling of O6Ta' Ai eOud church
The Franciscan friars and residents of Rabat this morning (23
August 2017 woke up to a horrible sight, when the priests
delivered the news that the
B church had caved in, with the debris destroying the altar.
. Some had tears in their eyes as they gathered outside the
centuries old church, and Archbishop Charles J Scicluna also
- - appeared emotional as he was shown around. People on the
scene said two old wooden beams appeared to have given way. The marble altar table, benches and
light fittings were considerably damaged as tons of debris rained down.
Ta' Giezu Church was built in 1500 and enlarged in 1757. The first Grand Master L'lIsle Adam lived in the
adjoining convent when the Knights came to Malta in 1530. The Franciscan Fathers this morning thanked
all those who had offered to help and announced the setting up of an emergency fund. Donations may be
made to Bank of Valletta account 40020868884.

[ g


http://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2017-08-15/local-news/2-million-tourists-with-an-expenditure-of-1-7-billion-in-2016-NSO-6736177859
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”.-MOST'N JlCCELEBRAWMB'RJlkteb Victor B Caruana

Nhar itTlieta 15 ta' Awwissu 201/Mostin ccelebraw iFesta ta' Santg
Marija. lecelebrazzjonijiet bdew fi@9 ta'’Awwissu bihrug tatistatwa
Titular minn nicca. L-ghada {Hadd 30 ta' Luljukien itbidu tat
Kwindicina. Minn dak irnhar kien hemm fugjonijiet religjuzi kbar kul
filghaxija firRotunda. Sar pellegrinagg {oti madwar ittoroq tal-Mosta
bl-Arcipriet Dun Sebastjan Caruana fostiilisti. Dun Sebastjan jdu
malMosta kollha i llum kibret hafnapermezz tafracing bike, biex
igarbenil-morda fi djarhom.
Sar pellegrinagg BRuzarju madwar {toroq talFMosta. Saru zewg
kuncerti kbar fi Pjazza Rotunda tard filghaxija ghal frisk-zeanegy
Socjetajiet Filarmonici, Nicolo' Isouard u Santa Marija. Dawn ghgmlu
wkoll diversi marci brijjuzi adwar ittoroq tal-Mosta. Kien hemm wirjiet
kbar tatloghob tannar kemm talajru kif ukoll talart mizzewg
Socjetajiet Piroteknici Mostin,-Soc. Piroteknika 15 ta'Awissu-$ecjeta
Piroteknika Santa Marija.
Il-gofol talFesta kien HTlieta 15 ta’Awwissu nhar Santa Marifalghodu
|I-Istatwa artistika &' Santa  saret Quddiesa Pontifikali kkoncelebrata minn Nunzju Appostoliku (jdid
Marija diehla fir-Rotunda tal-vVatikan ghal Malta. Dan huwaELT. Mons Alessandro D' Errigp,
Arcisqof Titolari ta' Cari. Huwa ghandu 68 sena u huwa miffn
Napli. Din kienet{ewwel funzjoni religjuzdieghu f' Malta billi huwa wasal Malta4l ta’ Awwissu li ghadda
Huwa inghata din dkariga milPapa Francisku f' April li ghadda. Flimkien mieghu kkoncelebra. IL
Arcisgof Mons. Charles Scicluna li ghamagdahigierku. Kkoncelebraw maghhomW.R. Arcipriet u-kleru
tal-Mosta. Huwa nghata merhba kbira mplplu Mosti Wara tquddiesa huwa rringrazzja{kulhadd u gal
li kien ta' unur kbir ghalih illi gaddd'slan it-tempju sabih u majestuz te&Rotunda.
Filghaxija saret-ppurcissjoni tant mistennija Hktatwa Titulari, li tmexxiet miSacerdot Novell Dun Sincla
.dzAsS2ks fA FGGSYRSg 3IKIFEAKEF StdzF (olRatalh @ wHOE
Caruana (Mosta)

In Loving Memory of SISTER LEONIDE MAGRO
s Bornin Qrendi 2" October 1932
died in Adelaide11" August 2017

Sister Leonide Magro was one of the pioneer nuns in

Adelaide.

She was a member of the Franciscan Sisters of the Heart of

Jesus founded by the Venerable Mother Margherita in Gozo.

Sr Leonide was born in Qrendi and spent most of her life in

; Adelaide with the congregation and was well loved by the her
Sr. Leonide Magro FCJ fellow sisters, the members of Christ the King Parish,

Lockleys and by the Maltese community of Adelaide.

We extend our deepest sympathy to Sr. Vittoriana Debattista, the Regional Superior of the

Congregation and the whole community and her family.

The editor
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A sense of jubiliation spread as the convoy entered Grand Harbou

I 2 I War veteran recalls SS Ohio's arrival in Malta

Major Henry Gatt, 94, spoke to the Times of Malta before the 75th
i of the convoy. Photo: Matthew Mirabelli

For 94-year-old war veteran Major Henry Gatt, the day the

SS Ohio tanker and its escort made it to Malta, August 15,

1942, reminds him of one thing i the widespread jubilation

among the Maltese. The arrival of merchant ship MV Port
Chalmers on August 13, 1942, was welcomed by servicemen and civilians.

Speaking to this newspaper ahead of the 75th anniversary of Operation Pedestal, which brought to Malta the
Santa Marija convoy and is being celebrated today, Mr Gatt recalled the sense of jubilation that quickly spread
throughout the island when the convoy, barely making it, entered the Grand Harbour.

Although he was on duty working anti-aircraft searchlights

that day and not present to watch the convoy arrive, Mr Gatt

said he had vivid recollections of the sense of joy and relief
| that the vessels with supplies brought with them.

The convoyds arrival is co
in World War Il. It saved Malta by delivering food and other
essential supplies when the island was under heavy attack
from the enemy.

AiThat was a big joy for wake
of life celebrating. The re-enactment was wonderful, but
these events do not have the same effect on me as on
others, since | lived through the real thing

Al was in the Rabat area at the ti meé but Hedddedthae
before the battered SS Ohio made it to Malta, morale was down and most people were hungry and afraid.

Food shortages had become a serious problem, and while people tried to get on with their daily lives, living
off rations from the Victory Kitchen was no easy feat, Mr Gatt recalled.

AfiPeople were |living off soup, with minestra bein
when spaghetti was

Asked about the one memory from the war that has stuck with him, Mr Gatt said it was the way the people
tried to continue leading normal lives despite the hardships they faced on a daily basis.

The merchant ship MV Dorset came under attack on August
13,1942. iPeopl e went to work e
maintain a certain sense of normality despite what was going
on around them. o

And while many rush to attend commemorations and other
. events to celebrate the anniversary, Mr Gatt said that while
_ he enjoyed attending such events, they did not carry the
same level of intrigue for him as they did for those who had
not lived through those times.

i | at t e remhetrdentan Saterday, and while it was a
wonderful experience, these events do not have the same effect on me as they do on other people, since |
lived through the real thing. fi $awitfirstthand and | know what it was

6
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JOIN THE MALTESE AMERICAN BENEVOLENT SOCIETY FOR
0 FFESTA TAL-VI TORJ AO

Our 9th annual Festa II-Vitorja will be held on Setemper 10th at 11:00 am at Most Holy Trinity Catholic
Church. Lunch will be served at the Club afterwards. For more information on menu and ticket availability,
please see the information below!

Sth ANNUAL FESTA IL-VITORJA
SUNDAY, 10 SEPTEMBER 2017

Maltese American Benevolent Society, Inc.

1832 Michigan Avenue, Detroit, Michigan 48216
Celebrating 77 Years in Corktown

For more information call 313.961.8393, Find us on facebook or
Email (maltese_american_benevolent_soc@yahoo.com)

Come Celebrate Our 9th Gathering for the
Maltese Festa IL-Vitorja — Our Lady of Victory

Celebrating the Birth of Our Lady, the Mother of God

and the Victory of World War Il —
The Great Siege of 1565

Festivities will begin with a Mass Celebration at
Most Holy Trinity Catholic Church
1050 Porter Street, Detroit, Michigan 48226
at 11:00 a.m.

Our Statue of Mary will be Processed into Church and
Receive its Annual Blessing

11 a.m. Mass at Most Holy Trinity Church
1:30 p.m. Food Available at Club

TRADITIONAL MALTESE FOOD FOR SALE

$10 - Rabbit Stew or Baked Macaroni
$5 — Choice of 2 Hot Dogs & Potato Chips
OR 1 Hamburger & Potato Chips
$1 - Desserts

STOP BY THE CLUB IN AUGUST
TO PURCHASE YOUR FOOD TICKETS IN ADVANCE
AND TO GUARANTEE YOUR MALTESE FOOD
SELECTION * LIMITED EXTRA MALTESE FOOD WILL
BE MADE

50/50 RAFFLE TICKETS & PRIZES
Tickets — $1 Each or 6 for $5
Cash Prizes — 1%, 2™ & 3™

TELL ALL YOUR FAMILY & FRIENDS!

COME AND JOIN IN A DAY OF FUN WITH THE
ENTIRE FAMILY!!!

Where :

- Opportunities Available for
Sponsorship & Advertising —
Contact the Club for More Information

The Club will Open Directly after Mass

Food will be Available for Purchase at the Club between
1:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Vendor Tables are Available for Sponsorship
by Members & Guests
Limited 6-8 Foot Table Spaces Available
$25 for Members
$40 for Non-Members

CALL OR EMAIL FOR MORE INFORMATION

Most Holy Trinity; Most Holy Trinity Church, Porter Street, Detroit, MI, United States

When:
Contact:

Sunday, September 10, 2017 11:00 AM & 9:00 PM EDT
Maltese American Benevolent Society;

mabsi.detroit@gmail.com



https://maps.google.com/?q=Most%20Holy%20Trinity%20Church%2C%20Porter%20Street%2C%20Detroit%2C%20MI%2C%20United%20States
mailto:mabsi.detroit@gmail.com
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ll-Fathers Maltin jixtiequ jistiednu lill-Kommunita’ Maltija
ghall-festa tradizzjonali tal-Vitorja
nhar il-Hadd 10 ta’ Settembru 2017
fis-2.30 pm tibda I-purcissjoni fejn jinghad ir-Ruzarju,
wara tibda I-quddiesa koncelebrata
fil-Kattidral ta’ St Mary’s, College Street Sydney, NSW.
II-Predikattur, ser ikun Rev Fr Charles Sultana PP ta’ San Lawrenz, Ghawdex.
Dawk il-familji li ghandom xi tfal jew zghazagh li jkunu jrridu jilbsu
kostum Malti jew tal-precett,
biex jimxu fil-purcissjoni fil-Kattidral,
ghandom ic-cemplu lil Antoinette Mascari 9899 1938.
Grazzi lil kull min dejjem attenda ghal din il-festa.

Fr Tarcisio M Micallef mssp - Chaplain for the Maltese Community
in the Archdiocese of Sydney.

WHAT TYPE OF CHURCH?

The church is not the temple built of lifeless bricks. St Paul said the everyonejof
usiagd empl e of God, and St . Ppgidiueerlivogal! || s
stone? Thérophet Ezekiel speaks about dry bones that took on flesh and breggh.
It is God, whohavi ng made us | i feless stoifes
st ones 6. dsoipled bf Christ! Bg alse apostles of Christ! Let uidbu
together the Church of Christ
in our Diocese Tiran®urres. Let us thank God for the miracles He did for ou
Diocese
these last twenty five years. But our journey has not finished: we have to go on. Wensthdealdfraid to make the
necessary reformsve should not be afraid to change streictures. But let us not forget that the most important an
the most difficult work is nothe changing of the structures, but the changing of our hearts. Reforms alone argjnot
ableto change the hearts. Only fadhd love can change the hearts. To use a phrase of Pope
Franci s: AiLet wus build bridges, not Paoapl el skrodanlceits (Ju sp
church, who serves, close to the people, especially the poa@bhaineloned, the nginalized because of their skin
color or because of their social statvistims of injustice, a church, who becomes the voice of those who have [§o
voice!
Therefore, let us have our smile ready for those who are looking for our solidaritysdatbhuto them, who were
denied help, let us widen our hearts, so that the poor amdafggnalized find shelter there.
Msgr. George Frendo O.Hrom his homily during the mass of his nominati®8 Archbishop OF Tirana, Albania
3 December 2018y Archbishop Of Tirana, Albania i 3 Rd December 2016)

Annette Xiberras

Annette Xiberras has worked in the field of Aboriginal cultural
heritage for more than 25 years when she was part of the first

group of cultural heritage officers employed by Aboriginal
Affairs Victoria in 1988. Annette has held the Victorian
Aboriginal ©mmunity -elected chair of theVictorian
Traditional Owners Land Justice Group for the past 6 years. He
long career in cultural heritage has seen her gain numerous



https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwidx9vNvd_VAhWLi7wKHTxsDj8QjRwIBw&url=http://www.op.org/en/content/bishop-george-frendo-op-now-metropolitan-archbishop-tirane-durres-albania&psig=AFQjCNEMld8mKG9DyIkpnbiRKpkR6eUbvw&ust=1503100948479043
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formal qualifications in Cultural Heritage Management, and has allowed her to work with Som2 ¥ | dza [§ N
leading archaeological experts.

As a Wurundjeri Elder, she has unique connections with both government and Aboriginal communities. She
combines this with realworld business and commercial experiende.y' y S (1 S Q& Addrigidaiiiukat S y
heritage is reflected in the honorary positions she holds:

Cochair, Victorian Traditional Owners Land Justice GroupChair, City of Melbourne Cultural Heritage Advisor
Committee

Chair, City of Yarra Cultural Heritage Advisory Committ€emmittee Member for the Department of

Sustainability and Environment State Round TapBommittee Member, Zoos Victorigommittee Member for

the National Trust Member of Wurundjeri Tribe Committee of Management

Board of Directors for Wathaurong Aboriginal Gperdtive.

Annette has also published widely including contributing to a monograph for the Australian Archaeological
Association and also for the James Cook 1 Monograph.

August 17, 20159y Sarah Carabott

Humbl e kusksu winsj 7/
The former Consul General for Malta in Melbourne

Victor Grech (right) with winners Luke Portelli,
Carmen Portelli and Annie Pprt
president Sandra Mooney and vice president Marlene
Scicluna. Photo: Innovating Visuals

A simple, traditional bowl of kusksu bil-&eb ej ni et goelp ¢
well i especially on a rainy day i that it is still a favourite among the Maltese in Australia.
In fact, a menu of broad bean soup with fresh cheese followed by prickly pear ice cream yesterday won
the fifth edition of the Maltese Cook Off held in Melbourne, organised by the community group called
ni s a&a .
The group wants to pass on the Maltese identity to Australian youth through cultural events such as the
cook-off, which was launched after the parents of Sandra Mooney 6s friends gradua
taking with them their secret recipes. Ms Mooney, the president of the non-profit association, realised
that the younger generations were losing the Maltese palate.
Organised for the first time in 2011, the event has been held annually since then by popular demand. It
is meant to help contestants pass on Maltese recipes in a fun way.
Organised for the first time in 2011, the event has been held annually since then by popular demand. It
is meant to help contestants pass on Maltese recipes in a fun way
This year, it brought together eight teams of three people, in some cases three generations from one
family, who battled it out by cooking Maltese traditional food.
With their kusksu and ice cream, Carmen Portelli and her two children, Luke and Annie, impressed the
panel of judges, composed of cookbook author Karmen Tedesco, head chef Anton Camilleri and former
MasterChef contestant Tregan Spiteri.
Mouth-watering kusksu bil-eeb e j ni et abajthr taxedwh t t a
.~ werethewi nning dishes of t haff ieldyine aff 6 s
%4, Melbourne. Photo: Tregan Spiteri
Runners-up Emmanuel Cilia, his brother Anthony and nephew
Matthew prepared a dish of rabbit and baked rice. They were
followed closely by MillkK Ui na t a @ a Braup madé uplofe
Edwina Mallia, Rosemary Attard and Antonia Camilleri, with their
= bread with bigilla and baked swordfish, which also won the
Peoplebébs Choice Award.
The sold-o u t event sees a colourful assortment of di
combination was bruneiel mi ml i Thestyearf, theecdok-effgdopuymht a nift )
together 250 people who tucked in to Maltese fofd
singer Nicol Caruana belted out some Maltese favourites

9
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BALLATATAL-MALTI N TAO NEW icAdel&de ONI A

(@]}

Nharil-Hadd, 10 t ad Se ati@abhielMicalle?, D 1-Kappilléhtal -Mal t i n t
ser jgaddes il -Quddiesa tat -Tieni Hadd tax -xahar. Din il -Quddiesa tfakkar il -
COMMEMORATION DAY li fiha niftakruf 6 dawk | i xerrdu demmhom [jbi
ngawdu il -pa’i, s-sliemur-r i zq t ad z meQuddiesa gbtafia -3.00 p.m. fll {Knisja

t ad Kristu R e , Wafaodfik satak jkokng «i. refreshments u | -Father ser
isemmalna IL-BALLATATAL -MALTINTAG NEW CAL EIDIONfl édinra if SSethda n ||i s
jaghlqu mitt sena li minn wara sitt xhur tbatija u taqtih il -qalb, fl -ahhar \barkaw fil -port t a &
Sydney. Hija storja li tagsamlek galbek. Ejjew u gibu | -hbieb maghkom halli tisimghu din

il-grajja ta hutna | -Maltin li ghadde w minn tant gheltijiet biex flahhar irnexxielhom

jakkwistaw dak li tant kienu xtaqu. li minn wara sitt xhur tbatija u taghtih il -galb, fl -ahhar

Ara pagna 7

IL-FESTAAAVITORIABISOUTHAUSTRALIA

[I-MALTESE CHAPLAINCY FESTIVITIES GROUP jixtieghasgra talVitorja

ser tinzamm, bhal fissnin limghoddija, gewwa Lockleys.

[I-Programm huwa dan:

I-DAY3IKEF T H@ GAsTO0 hda HuciSSiBhtoND7A | G o+ F NI AAGAH
mill-Gnien tasSorijiet Frangiskani.Takkumpanja{MALTESE QUEEN OF VICTORIES BAND. Kif-nasl|j fil
Knisja jsirt-TRIBUT LIEMADONNA milGhaqgdiet kollhaMaltin u wara tinghata {Barka Sagramentali.
Refreshments fisSala. Dawk kollha prezenti huma mistiedna.
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Calleja take anni e

The public was treated to quite the show on the

20t h anniversary of Josegph

in the world of opera

Saviour Balzan

Andrea Bocelli last night @he Floriana Granaries

It was perhaps fitting that the 20th anniversary Joseph

Calleja concert turned out to be aspecial eclecjjc

evening. Held under the stars on a warm August niglft

_ _ and with the background of firewks from an unruly
Andrea Bocelli and Joseph Calleja  majtese festaBut nothing coid beat this special

evening.l t was yet another traditional event, sgme

tenor and now a Cavaliere Joseph Calleja emulates the Pavarotti creation: oimgmpera singing with

contemporary productions.

Yet, this evening under the stars was differdhtoped in one great and unique voice, wtk presence
of other stars.Listening to Andrea Bocelli live is an experience that cannot be matched Ly a
televisionscreening or accidentally snooping on his voice.

resonated endlessly in the Fosos square in Floridnveas difficult to believe that the loér week he had

been fighting a bronchitignd had to cancel concerS.al | eads contri but toere a.
is something remarkably complete in his executilbis as if a fine wine had come of agéhe confidence

that he exdes is onef a mega marvelThe stunning Gillian Zammit was also exceptional as she delivejed
her solo interpretations and also with Bocelli with Maltese young voices echoing from the sfage.

Sir Bryn Terfel, the bass baritone was also an important factor tothg ht 6 s success, || a
to the musical interpretations Wwihis humour and personalityrhe other singers were perhaps less of {in
influence for the enthusiastic publidhough Destiny, the young Maltese Junior Eurovision winner sijli
struck achord with the Maltese audience. And not to be forgotten, the Malta Philharmonic Orchestra, [jvhict
presented a flawless musical performance.




