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Prince of Wales to attend George Cross commemoration event in Malta    
by Gozo News ·  

The Prince of Wales, President of the 

Victoria Cross and George Cross 

Association, will visit Malta on the 4th of 

October to mark the 75th anniversary of 

the George Cross, Clarence House has 

said in a statement.King George VI 

awarded the George Cross to Malta on the 

15th of April 1942, in recognition of the 

bravery, heroism and devotion that its 

people displayed during the siege of Malta 

in the Second World War. 

The George Cross is still present on the 

Maltese national flag as a symbol of its 

peoplesô bravery during the conflict. 

Then on the 5th of October Prince Charles will deliver the keynote speech at the Our Ocean conference 

in St Julianôs. 

Clarence House said that, Prince Charles, who has for a long time been a champion for the health and 

resilience of the ocean, made his first speech on the environment in December 1968 and has long warned 

of the irreversible effects of climate change. 

The Our Ocean conference series was initiated by the U.S. Department of State, spearheaded by former 

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry. The first Our Ocean conference was held in Washington D.C in June 

2014, then in Chile in 2015 and Washington D.C. in 2016. 

The European Union will host the fourth Our Ocean conference in Malta on 5th and 6th October 2017. 

Prince Charles will also undertake a series of other engagements, including a visit to St Paulôs Anglican 

Pro-Cathedral in Valletta to view the restoration work. 

Built in 1844 at the instigation of Queen Adelaide, the cathedral is an integral part of the Valletta skyline 

and has recently launched a ú3 Million restoration campaign. 

The Duke of Edinburgh is First Friend of the Friends of St Paulôs Pro-Cathedral. 

The Prince of Walesô first visit to Malta was as a child in 1954. HRH then visited in 1968 and 1969. 

The Princeôs most recent visit to Malta was in November 2015 where he and The Duchess of Cornwall 

accompanied The Queen and The Duke of Edinburgh to the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://gozonews.com/author/xc4c4h8a0-2-2/
http://gozonews.com/68305/european-union-to-host-our-ocean-conference-in-malta/
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ôOrder of Malta: integral part of safe Lithuaniaõ said  

President Dalia GrybauskaitŤ 
Bilateral cooperation 

agreement signed in 
Vilnius 

The President of the Republic 
of Lithuania Dalia Grybauskaitǟ 
met with the Sovereign Order of 
Maltaôs Grand Chancellor 
Albrecht Freiherr von Boeselager 
and Grand Hospitaller 
Dominique Prince de La 
Rochefoucauld-Montbel to 
discuss cooperation between 
Lithuania and the Order in 
providing social and 
humanitarian support. This year 
marks the 25th anniversary of the 

establishment of diplomatic relations between Lithuania and the Sovereign Order of Malta. 
The President spoke to team members of the Order of Maltaôs Relief Organisation in Lithuania and visited the 

Malteser Day Care Center where she met with children and the elderly and baked cookies together. 

According to Dalia Grybauskaitǟ, the Sovereign Order of Malta ï a long-time promoter of the spirit of 
volunteering, care and compassion across the nation ï has become an integral part of a safer Lithuania. It serves 
as a remarkable example of effective support to the disadvantaged and the most vulnerable. Malteserôs 
volunteers are engaged in charitable work that not only ensures welfare for many people, but also contributes to 
the development of citizenship and a responsible society. 

Malteserôs volunteers are partners of the social campaign ñFor a Safe Lithuaniaò initiated by the President. Joint 
activities include social support, participation in initiatives such as ñGive Children a Summerò, the establishment 
of day care centers, and buying school essentials for kids from socially disadvantaged families. The projects and 
initiatives will continue to provide extended relief to the poor. 

While marking the 25th anniversary of diplomatic relations, Prime Minister of Lithuania Saulius Skvernelis and 
the Grand Chancellor, signed a bilateral cooperation agreement. ñThis is the result of close cooperation and, at 
the same time, a new page of cooperation in areas such as health care, social security and the refugee issuesò, 
said the Prime Minister. ñWe can see the fruit of close cooperation. A major breakthrough has certainly been 
achieved in terms of the contribution of the Order of Malta to the promotion of volunteering, combating social 
exclusion and charitable activitiesò, noted the Prime Minister. 

The Prime Minister thanked the Grand Chancellor for his personal contribution during the events of 13 January 
1991. At that time, Albrecht Freiherr von Boeselager, was in Lithuania bringing a shipment of medication from 
Germany to Lithuanian hospitals and ósupported our country in difficult timesô. 

The Order of Malta opened its headquarters in Lithuania in 1991. 1500 Malteser volunteers are currently 
engaged in voluntary social work in 44 cities and towns of Lithuania. Malteser day centers for youth and kids 
operate in 14 towns nationwide. Social assistance projects include help and care to the homebound, meals on 
wheels, transportation services for the disabled, first aid and paramedical training. 

https://www.orderofmalta.int/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/lithuania-01.jpg
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MIGRATION é. PART OF OUR HISTORY 
Mgr Philip Calleja President  Emigrants  Commission 

 
Migration is very much a part of the universal human experience. The movement 
of peoples, voluntary or otherwise, has hit men and women in every part of the globe 
and will probably continue to do so for as long as there will be people on this 
planet. Some have moved out of their native environment by sheer necessity, 

others preferred to do so out of  their own initiative and volition. The urge to 
see other places is as old as mankind. In general, our world has been enriched 

by these movements which sometimes have involved a few individuals, sometimes millions of wandering 
people. 

Every particular migration is in itself a part of that universal force which pushes large numbers of 
people away from their lands. Maltese people are no exception to these moves. They themselves are a 
nation of immigrants whose forebears reached the safe harbours of their islands from various foreign 
destinations. Some came from nearby Sicily, others from more distant places within the area of the 
Mediterranean Sea. In turn, a number of the inhabitants of the Maltese islands again re emigrated 
to set up their own communities in different lands. Of necessity they had to be adventurous since their 
own home base was so restricted and could not support too many of them. Moreover the strategic 
position of the Maltese archipelago helped to encourage the inhabitants to move to nearby destinations. 

Up to 1798 Malta did not feel the need of mass emigration because the Knights had provided enough 
work for the inhabitants.  It is a fact that the benign rule of the Knights transformed both Malta and the 
Maltese. The Knights introduced the inhabitants to the values and tastes of Continental Europe. They also 
provided wor k for the men of Malta who manned the galleys of the Order. The coming of the British 
changed all that. The new rulers encouraged emigration to alleviate the pressure of the population and at 
the same time to send settlers to their vast domains away from the familiar environment of the 
Mediterranean. Imperial strategy went according to the needs of the Empire while the civil aspirations of 
the local inhabitants were relegated to secondary importance. 

With the dawn of the nineteenth century the Maltese islands entered a new phase in their millenial 
history when they were incorporated within the vast empire of the British. What had been hitherto the natural 
home of the people of Malta was soon transformed into a powerful base for the mighty British fleet.  
Organised emigration from Malta on a large scale was adopted as official policy by the British for their Maltese 
subjects during the earlier years of their rule over the islanders. It was meant as an antidote to what for 
many years was described as the double problem of an expanding population and r i s i n g  
unemployment. Hence, Imperial strategy was planned according to the needs of the Empire and not 
what the civil population expected. Malta became a fortress and a base and that was what really mattered 
with its masters. Fortress and base generated employment during periods of international tensions, but 
once no further danger was felt, then many workers were sent home. These had no immediate prospect 
of employment and were advised to go away to some other country. 

Thankfully, we no longer need emigration . Yet, the migratory movements of the past will always 
remain a part of our history. It is imperative to have scholars like Fr Attard to ensure that present and 

future generations are told in an objective manner what so many of our brethren had 
to undergo in order to survive. Modern Malta is an independent country able to 
look after its own citizens. Employment is provided for those willing and able to 
work and there is no pushing factor forcing people to seek jobs in foreign countries, 
even if our country remains a very densely populated one. 

One point must be stressed: Maltese living abroad and their descendants will 
always be part of the great Maltese family. They form part of the Greater Malta sharing 
with us our blood and traditions.  

The Convention f o r  M a l t e s e  L i v i n g  a b r o  showed how strong the ties still 
are between Maltese in Malta and those who now form an extension of our identity. Fr 
Attard has helped with his publications to ensure that the Maltese Diaspora remains 

vibrant as a source of pride to us all. I feel confident that this book entitled Profiles in Maltese Migration, 
will be a great help to those in Malta and abroad, who are interested in the development of Maltese 
migration as part of our chequered history. Readers will feel grateful, I am sure, for this fifth contribution  

from the seasoned pen of the late Fr Lawrence E. Attard                             

 

 

 

Mgr Philip Calleja  

Fr. Lawrence 
Attard 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjMg-_Hz57WAhXJipQKHbjrAkIQjRwIBw&url=https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20131128/local/Mother-reunited-with-abandoned-baby.496532&psig=AFQjCNGw6DkjiGSwpPhx6Ayhty9LMo8N7A&ust=1505270417181509


THE MALTESE E-NEWSLETTER 185                                    September 2017 

 

6 

 

 

There is one question which rises above all 
other questions. Month by month it acquires 
greater importance. It may well be called our 
burning question: it is the question of 
emigration. 

The Daily Malta Chronicle, 30.1.1910. 

 
The actual population of Malta can no 

longer be supported and emigration is a 
matter of interest to us all. 

The Daily Malta Chronicle, 19.9.1913. 
 

The subject nearest to my heart is that of emigration. There will be in the near future a demand 
from the people for labour that cannot be met. This means that men and women will be unable to 
purchase food for themselves and for their families. I urge the absolute necessity of some to leave 
Malta. 

Governor Methuen, 2.2.1919. 

 
Organised emigration to Malta is the breath oflife. Without it the greatest national calamity is within 

sight. 

H. Casolani, 1930. 
 
The problem of a country with a very restricted territory and with a growing population can only be 
solved through  emigration. 

Governor Schreiber, 6.2.1945. 
 
Emigration remains an unpalatable necessity. Plans are being devised to hasten emigration and 
to put it on an organised basis. 

Governor Douglas, 26.1.1948. 
 
There is a need to control the present population which is now about 307,000. The only means to 
control population is emigration. 

D. Mintoff, 20.1.1949. 

Emigration should be well organised and Government should encourage the emigrant to take his 
family with him. 

G. Hyzler, 25.2.1949. 
 

There is only one solution for our population problem: subsidised mass emigration. 

P. Boffa, 19.9.1949. 

 
I hold that unless we are successful in our emigration drive, Malta's fate is very grim. 

M. Strickland, 22.11.1951. 
 
Since work is not available to all who seek jobs, emigration is inevitable. This is a sorry state of 
affairs, but in the end emigration could prove to be a blessing to many. 

M. Gonzi, 25.10.1953. 
 

Emigration is our top priority. It is the only solution to the many problems that confront us and which 
will get worse in the future. It is our most important duty to leave this island to avoid hardship. 

J. Cole, 27.1.1954. 
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40th Anniversary of Author Tony C. Cutajar OAM 

First President of the Friends of Australia for 37 years. 
 

This year is the 40th anniversary of Tony C. Cutajarôs very first publicaton ï 
Id-Dubbien l-Abjad, a very modest book published by Klabb Kotba Maltin 
recounting the exciting experience of a Maltese family living in Australia on 
their first visit to Malta. This he wrote at 40 years of age so that now that heôs 
over 80 he still spends his day on his laptop. Since then he has published well 
over a 100 fiction and nonfiction works, including childrenôs books, textbooks 
and translations, some of which won national prizes and are being used in 
schools.  

He says there are another 30 or so novels on his laptop waiting to be 
published. Most of his books are mainly based on episodes and incidents 
taken from the history of Malta. Tony has a way of building an exciting story 
from a little event, however unimportant or insignificant. His characters and 
dialogues are very down to earth and true to life.   

Born at GŨira on 28 July 1936, Tony studied at Stella Maris College, the University of Malta and that of 
London and at Manchester Training College. He taught English and French up to sixth form level in UK 
where he studied and taught for ten years. These subjects he also taught in Malta from 1969 till 1997. 
He obtained a scholarships in French at the Sorbonne, on Shakespeare at Stratford-on-Avon and in 
teaching English through TV in London and Birmingham.    

This is what a critic had written about him in a local newspaper while reviewing one of his last books:  

Chev. Tony C. Cutajar is one of the most prolific authors of the Maltese islands writing both in English 
and Maltese. He also produced a great number of books as well as the first four ebooks in Maltese 
mainly for young adults. His radioplays and serials have been broadcast for several years on various 
radio stations and TV, while some of the plays have also won first place in drama festivals at the Manoel 
Theatre. He also produced radio and TV programmes, was Mayor of San Gwann, belongs to the Order 
of St. Lazarus and recently was awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) by Dame Quentin 
Bryce, the Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia..  

His last book, published in February of this year ï Dan Ǣes½ Ieǩor? ï is an 
unusual and controversial novel which makes you stop and think. Itôs not 
the run of the mill story but still very powerful. It is an original story which 
keeps you wondering and speculating. The author says that itôs nothing but 
a parable of our times, an allegorical story about a good and sincere young 
man who is loved by many but accused and criticised by others. Manwel  is 
certainly very different from anybody else, mysterious, religious and, 
according to some, even strange. As a teacher he is very popular not only 
with his young students but also with the people of the village where he 
lives with his widowed mother. He starts meeting with a number of young 
men in a wine shop and they begin to call themselves ñManwelôs disciplesò.  

Many consider him an angel if not Jesus himself. His fellow teachers donôt 
agree among themselves and even have a fight when one of them accuses 
him of being gay. Families come to a peaceful existence thanks to his 

intervention. Somebody even maintained that he had performed a miracle. A young woman is mad 
about him while another one, a missionary nun, ecourages him to start a new life.   

Is it possible that Jesus came back into the world in modern clothes to continue with his message of 
conversion and the love of oneôs neighbour? In his dedication, the author says that heôd been thinking 
about this subject for a very long time until he started writing it. As a teacher for many years in Malta 
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and abroad, he often imagined himself taking the place of Jesus in his dealings with his students. He 
was a dedicated teacher of English and French but quietly he was also an educator in every sense.  

Some of Tony C. Cutajarôs books 

Tony C. Cutajar always believed that teaching is a vocation, and 
teachers, like nurses, have a special mission. He believed like 
the American politician Brad Henry that a good teacher can 
inspire hope, ignite the imagination and instill a love of learning. 
But he also followed author Bob Talbertôs famous quotation that 
teaching kids to count is fine but teaching them what counts is 
best.  

Many old boys of his often ask him why he writes mainly in 
Maltese when they always remember him as a teacher of 

English and French. His reply is that he always loved the Maltese language and that during his ten 
years stint in UK he missed Maltese so much that he wanted to make up for it.   

He has also translated a number of books from English into Maltese, among which we find John 
Boyneôs Boy in the Striped Pyjamas, Michael Morpurgoôs War Horse, Fey von Hassellôs Hostage of 
the Third Reich, Rudyard Kiplingôs The Light that Failed and Joseph F. Girzoneôs Josua. As for ebooks, 
Tony was the first author to publish the first five books in Maltese but then he switched over to English, 
so that we find he has ten ebooks altogether.  

As a resident of San Ǣwann for 45 years ï and also an ex-Mayor of this new town ï Tony C. Cutajar 
has written profusely about the history of this locality which was then very little known. Even the 
residents had little information about the cultural and historical heritage of what was originally known 
as Msieraǩ. The Superitendent of Cultural Heritage has over the years maintained that of all the towns 
and villages around the harbour area, San Ǣwann has the richest surviving collection of archaeological 
sites, comprising, Punic, Roman Saracen and mediaeval remains. Tony always wanted to make sure 
that this important fact was known and acknowledged. 

In one of his recent letters in The Times of Malta he complained that he had been a voice in the 
wilderness for nine years as mayor, deputy mayor and councillor in the local council as the authorities 
continued to neglect the localityôs historical remains. So he decided to form an NGO under the name 
of Wirt San Ǣwann together with a number of  knowledgible people in order to promote the townôs 
heritage and to encourage the better appreciation and protection of this patrimony.  

Besides various articles and letters in the newspapers and magazines, Tony has published quite a 
number of books dealing with this subject, mainly San Ǣwann u l-Istorja Tiegǩu and San Ǣwann u t-
Toroq Tiegǩu. Then he published novels with the history of San Ǣwann as a background, among them 
Il-Misteru tal-Mensija, Il-Misteru tar-Razzett Taô Xindi, Inkwatru MisterjuŨ and Castello Taô Lanzun. For 
further information about Tony C. Cutajar see http://www.cutajar.net/tony  

 

http://www.cutajar.net/tony
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CELEBRATING 

MALTA NATIONAL 

DAY IN GOZO 

A commemoration ceremony to mark the two 
Victories of Malta of 1565 and 1943, took place 
on Xaghra Square this morning, organised by 
Xaghra Parish in conjunction with the Xaghra 
Local Council. 

The programme for the morning started with a 
Pontifical Mass at Xaghra Basilica, this was followed by a speech of introduction on Xaghra Square by Mayor 
Joe Cordina. 
It was a beautiful sunny morning for the eternal activities, which included a reenactment with the participation 
of locals from Xaghra, by the Xaghra Historical Reenactment Organisation, the highlight of which was the 
triumphal entry of Grandmaster Jean Parisot de la Valette and the Captain of the Order of St John 
accompanied by Knights and Maltese soldiers. 

The Captain of the Order went around the Square and read out various proclamations by Grand Master Jean 
Parisot de la Valette. 

Alain SalvaryOne states that following the victory of the Knights and the Maltese over the invading army 
after a five month long siege in 1565, the Grand Master declared that the 8th Day of September was to be 
remembered every year as the day of victory. Another states that the Day was to be dedicated to Our Lady 
of Victory. 
The Malta Police Force Band performed a display and there was a Guard of Honour by the Armed Forces of 
Malta. 

Present for the ceremony was the Minister for Gozo Dr Justyne Caruana and other dignitaries. 

This morningôs commemorative ceremony concluded with the laying of wreaths in front of the Great Siege 
monument which was temporarily set up in Victory Square, and was followed by the National Anthem. 
The 8th of September commemorates the end of the Great Siege of 1565, this year marks the 452nd 


