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Reverend Bishop Micha
Meghan Mar kl e with 1 mpajs
Royal weddi ng

ABCNEWS: Annabel Crabb
PHOTO:_From the outset, it was clear that Bishop Curry was not going to deliver a standard Church of
England sermon. (AP: Owen Humphreys)
Behind any Royal wedding pulses 8 among its hordes of fretful planners 8 is the atavistic fear that
the bride will be upstaged by someone.
Maybe it'll be a precocious pageboy. Or perhaps a bridesmaid's shapely derriere. It's a funny old wedding,
however, in which the bride is upstaged by the clergy. And yet that is exactly what happened.
It began as a largely routine Royal wedding, remarkable only for the extra wattage in its star turnout.
The weather was perfect, the crowds gathered and the Queen disembarked from her Bentley dressed in a
shade that no other nonagenarian in the world would be self-possessed enough to attempt.
The invited guests took their seats with that slightly entitled air common among people who have had to be
instructed on the invitations to wear hats but not swords please.
The published order of proceedings (which still included the bride's father, a moment of thrift having
precluded the printing of a fresh set) was at once over-detailed and somehow dull, like the persistent
whisperings of an extremely reliable equerry.
At 11.45am the Mother of the Bride, Ms Doria Ragland, arrives at the Galilee Porch and is received by the
Dean of Windsor and is conducted to her seat in the Quire.
At 11.52am Her Majesty the Queen arrives at the Galilee Porch and is received by the Dean of Windsor
who presents the Canons of Windsor and the Archbishop of Canterbury.
Those in the Quire stand as Her Majesty is conducted to her place in the Quire. A fanfare will sound.
And then the Most Reverend Michael Curry spoke.
From the outset, it was clear that this was not going to be a standard Church of England sermon, which
tradition dictates should be delivered in the tone of a very shy person asking the way to the train station.



http://www.abc.net.au/news/annabel-crabb/167108
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-05-20/reverend-michael-curry-at-the-royal-wedding/9779602
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-05-20/reverend-michael-curry-at-the-royal-wedding/9779602
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-05-20/reverend-michael-curry-at-the-royal-wedding/9779602
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A copy of Bishop Curry's address was distributed in advance, but he immediately went off script, barely
glancing at the tablet in front of him on which his prepared words blinked patiently.

He started with the Reverend Martin Luther King, then into an energetic reverie about love.

"Now the power of love is demonstrated by the fact that we are all here," he enthused, hands flying.

"Two young people fell in love, and we all showed up. But it's not just for and about a young couple who we
rejoice with. It's more than that."

"I am talking about some power. Real power," the visiting churchman continued, his delivery building to a
rhetorical peak, prepared text receding in the speech'’s rear-vision mirror.

"Power to change the world! If you don't believe me, well, there were some old slaves in America's
Antebellum South who explained the dynamic power of love, and why it has the power to transform.

"They explained it this way. They sang a spiritual, even in the midst of their captivity. It's the one that says
there is a balm in Gilead 8 a healing balm." Prince Charles looked exceedingly awkward..

Martin Luther King! Slaves! Now, England didn't have an elaborate formalised slave-owning racket the way
America did, but one could very confidently say that among the 600 assembled there would be plenty whose
vast inherited fortunes were boosted at some point by the blood, sweat and tears of fellow humans who
were not paid for their trouble.

So the Bishop's words were €& bold. And | ou@ .whiabyd
Episcopalian standards the preacher was barely tapping his foot on the accelerator 8 made many of the
Royal guests either look at their shoes or giggle.

He mentioned "love" 58

times; this might explain

the discomfiture of Prince

Charles, who at the time

of his first marriage

expressed some difficulty
with the concept.

But there was one woman

who looked  entirely

comfortable, nodding
along contentedly to the
words of the visiting
bishop. And it was the
woman who otherwise
, had t_he most reason to
. feel ill at ease & the
woman who only two days
earlier had flown from
California to London to
meet the Queen, say hello
to her only daughter, then
head to a castle built one
millennium ago by William
the Conqueror to see that
daughter marry a prince in
front of a global television
audience of 20 million or

SO.

Doria Ragland 8 whose
own ancestors were slaves, and who was unaccompanied at the ceremony, quietly wiping tears from her
cheeks as she watched her daughter 8 was quite at ease with the soaring rhetoric, and didn't seem to
notice the bubble of nervous hysteria building among the congregation.

Never was the difference between two cultures more apparen
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The MCA, in collaboration

with other entities manages

@ a number of free WiFi spots

across Malta and Gozo. The

' ' project is intended to

promote the usage of
MALTA COMMUNICATIONS AUTHORITY INTERNET Internet by means of
portable devices.

The WiFi project involves the setting up of free Wifi Internet points at locations frequented by the community. The
project is intended to promote the usage of Internet by means of portable devices such as laptops, tablets and
mobile phones away from home or the office desk.

The WIiFi points enable visitors of these public places to connect to the Internet at any time of the day. All the
Internet points are filtered against inappropriate and unlawful content so as to offer a safer internet environment
particularly for minors.

Having access to ICT is as important as having access to basic utilities such as water and electricity. ICT
today is no longer an amusement machine but rather an indispensible tool for communication, work and
learning purposes.

The MCA Malta Free WiFi - The "MCA Malta Free WiFi" provides a map

(https://lwww.mca.org.mt/initiatives/free-wifi-hotspots) showing all the available WiFi hotspots spread across the
Maltese islands. Other features of the application include:

Nearby - if the user's location is available (via GPS), this view displays the nearest hotspots to the current location
including real-time updates of the distance and direction to each hotspot. If the location is not available, all hotspots
are displayed in a list.

Map View - this view displays all WiFi hotspots as markers on a Google map. The current location, if available, will
be displayed as a blue dot. Further information may be obtained by tapping on the relative marker for the hotspot.
Fault Reporting - integrated with the application, users can report any faults via email.

Updatability - updates are carried out automatically in the background, and users may also trigger a check for
updates at any time.

Android and iPhone application are now available for download. The application is aimed at making it simpler to
locate the over 340 free WiFi hotspots that are installed across the Maltese islands. The application also shows the
closest hotspot in relation to the user current location. It can be downloaded for free from Google Play and Apple
Store. PLEASE VISIT WEBSITE: https://www.mca.org.mt/initiatives/free-wifi-hotspots

UPDATING INFORMATION FROM NEWSLETTER 219

Since our eaneiw® briag tod theratiemtion of all Maltese living abroad the activities of our
communities around the world, we were very impressed when we received the May/June 2018 issue of
the Newsletter of the Maltese Canadian Club of London, Ontario Canada edited by Dan Brock. In
our edition 219 we published articles and photos taken from this journal. We are very grateful that we
were provided with such an exciting e-newsletter. In our journal we also published photos which were
taken from the same newsletter. We must emphasise that those photos were curtesy of Dan Brock, DOI
T Clifton Fenech and Tony Galea.

The heading of the article by the historian Dan Br ock was unintentional
Anniversary of the FirsatvArsavgl od tbefiSevent Ma
implication is that the Maltese did not arrive in Canada before 1948! It is common knowledge that the
first documented Maltese individual to arrive in Canada was Louis Scicluna/Shickluna (see article below),
possibly as early as 1826 at Quebec, and that while there was but a trickle of immigration into Canada
during the 19" century large numbers arrived just prior to and in the years immediately following the First
World War. And then the Canadian government all but cut off emigration from Malta for more than 20
years.



http://www.mca.org.mt/general/mca-free-wi-fi-application
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=mt.org.mca.maltafreewifi
https://itunes.apple.com/app/id1078073795?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/app/id1078073795?mt=8
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiGmJX56JXbAhVSOrwKHWiIAO0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.mca.org.mt/&psig=AOvVaw0R88oZVaGQp_L39Bi6WlSZ&ust=1526958247616936
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwilztCN6ZXbAhWIUrwKHQdpA-cQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://d.facebook.com/MaltaCommunicationsAuthority/?__tn__%3D*s-R&psig=AOvVaw0R88oZVaGQp_L39Bi6WlSZ&ust=1526958247616936
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Remembering the
Master
Shipbuilder

Louis Shickluna

= Here is documentation of the first
. Maltese arrival in  Canada
. published in the St. Catharines
: = Standard 7 Ontario, Canada A
B PR R == i historic photo of the Shickluna
shipyard. From the St. Catharines Museum
As we come to the end of another shipping seaso [
shining lights in shipbuilding in our cityds higfto
Louis Shickluna was born in Senglea, a small city in east Malta on June 16, 1808 and would grow up to
be known by his peers as fAa prince among shipbuilfl d
As a child, Shickluna was said to have hated school. So he began learning his craft at the tender age of
11, with his father and grandfather in Valetta, al
his expertise in shipbuilding and carpentry throughout his teen years.
When an economic depression hit Malta, he immigrated to the United States in search of work. Fortunately
for him, he found employment right away and ended up working in Upper Canada, where he met Henry
Mittleberger, who had been a business associate of William Hamilton Merritt, the founder of the Welland
Canal . Mittl eberger convinced Shickluna to relocfat:
ditch. o
Intrigued by the proposition, Shickluna took up the offer in 1836, leasing a shipyard along the bank of the
old canal from Merritt for $15 per year.
This location is now notable for the enigmatic pink building located along 12 Mile Creek below the
Burgoyne Bridge, used by the fire department in training drills.
Shickluna immediately cultivated a reputation for being a skilled shipbuilder and soon employed more than
300 people, including a large group of former fugitive slaves whom he ensured competitive pay.
Even with such a large workforce, he was often forced to turn down work as he was overloaded with
contracts.
Over the years, he built and repaired many ships on the banks of the old Welland Canal, and ironically,
the very first ship he repaired had been dubbed The Welland Canal.
In 1841, he built his first schooner in St. Catharines. It was called the Chief Justice Robinson, and was the
largest ship able to navigate the Welland Canal at the time.
In 1850, Shickluna opened a dry dock beside Lock 3 of the second Welland Canal, which is now St. Paul
Cres. By 1856, it is estimated Shickluna had built 24 vessels at the St. Catharines shipyard, in addition to
doing countless repairs. In his lifetime, he is reported to have built as many as 150 ships, and perhaps
more.
An article in an 1858 edition of the St. Catharifjne
his trade, as he boasted the repair of a ship including the addition of a new mast and fittings completed in
one evening.
In fact, he wagered $1,000 to anyone in the world who could do the same job faster than he had. There
were no takers.
In 1871, due to failing health and rheumatoid arthritis, Shickluna left the shipyard to his capable sons and
returned for a final visit to Malta.
Before he departed, the people of St. Catharines presented him with a testimonial scroll signed by 97
prominent citizens, along with a gold watch and chain. He returned to St. Catharines the same year, and
passed away April 24, 1880, leaving not only a shipyard and a fleet of masterworks, but a lasting legacy
that also helped put this great city on the map. Alicia Floyd is the Collections Technician 8 Archival at
the St. Catharines Museum and Welland Canals Centre



https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjLtuuYlY7bAhWIebwKHR6mDUgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.islalocalcouncil.com/promseng.htm&psig=AOvVaw17KWwD9NONj1kcswjTvPFc&ust=1526695215631543
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A plaquein St. Catharines, near the Welland Canal in Canada
"\ commemorates Louis Shickluna. It reads: A prominent
. Canadian shipbuilder, Shickluna was born in Malta, where he
worked before emigrating to North America. By 1835 he was
engaged in ship construction in Yorktown, New York. Three
years later, attracted by the traffic stimulated by the Welland
Canal's competition in 1833, he purchased a shipyard on the
canal at St. Catharines. Shickluna steadily expanded his
operations, which contributed significantly to the commercial
prosperity of the region.
Between 1838 and 1880 he directed the construction of over
140 schooners, barkentines, steamers and other vessels
! designed primarily for service on the Great Lakes, thereby
promoting the development of inland navigation in Canada.
Following Shickluna's death, his son Joseph continued to
operate the St. Catharines shipyard until 1892.

| AxBRADOABROBEGOAT A
the Grand Harbour

www.independent.com.mt

On Friday, 11 May, the Grand Harbour in Valletta hosted the

christening of Seabourn's newest addition to their fleet, the

Ovation. The Ovation is Seabourn's fifth ultra-luxury cruise

liner, with one of the world's most preeminent designers,

Adam D. Tihany, taking care of the design and layout of the
boat, focusing on providing the guests with novelty and intrigue at every corner.

The Seabourn Ovation entered the Grand Harbour in the early morning of Friday, 11 May, at around the
break of dawn, in preparation for the christening and celebration, which took place later on during the day.

Elaine Paige, the world famous singer and actress, will be serving as godmother to the Seabourn Ovation
and therefore also led the christening ceremony, which had a lit Valletta as a spectacular backdrop for the
occasion. Numerous VIPs invited by Seabourn were also in attendance.

The Executive chairman for the Malta Tourism Authority, Dr Gavin Gulia, said that a company of this
stature choosing to carry out the christening ceremony for its latest, and possibly more luxurious ship, is a
sign of Malta's progression in the cruise industry as well as in the tourism industry in general. Dr Gulia
continued by saying that in 2017 the Maltese Islands saw a significant increase in cruise traffic, with the
total figure amounting to over 670,000 passengers for the year, which was an increase of over 7%, when
compared to 2016.

Dr Gulia concluded by thanking Mifsud Brothers Ltd, the agency representing Seabourn in Malta, for
making the christening ceremony possible. The Minister for Tourism, Dr Konrad Mizzi stated that the
cruise liner industry is a growing one for the Maltese Islands. In fact, increases have been registered on
an annual basis since 2013, with the figure in 2017 being 55% higher than the one in 2013.

Dr Mizzi continued by saying that Malta has grown in reputation in this industry. Thanks to greater
connectivity, the Maltese islands are acting as a hub for cruise passengers with more visitors flying to the
islands to commence their cruise holiday. Dr Mizzi concluded by saying that in many instances, tourists
visiting Malta for the first time during a cruise, will later return to explore the island.



http://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2018-05-15/business-news/Seabourn-s-newest-cruise-ship-christened-Ovation-in-the-Grand-Harbour-6736189898
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjejvvApI_bAhUBE7wKHdVfB10QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20151129/life-features/Saluting-Louis-Shickluna-Senglea-s-master-shipbuilder-in-Canada.593980&psig=AOvVaw1uU2EjCBU0-QE4T5ftWjU1&ust=1526733544775945
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The Tale of Ned Kelly,
Aust r al iueedQutlatvr mijc

Notorious bushranger, popular icon and national
identity, Ned Kelly was hanged at Melbourne Gaol in
1880. It was the final curtain in one of the most
colourful and controversial careers in Australia's
history.

% i A 'TROUBLEMAKER' IN A LAWLESS
OUTPOST-

Kelly was born in December 1854, near the town of Beveridge in Victoria. When he was 12, his Irish father

John 'Red' Kelly, an ex-convict, died of dropsy, forcing Kelly to leave school and become the family
breadwinner. Soon after, his mother Ellen moved the family to a slab hut in the tiny Victorian community
of Greta to be near her own family, the Quinns, who were squatters. Greta was something of a lawless
outpost, and the young kelly soon grew into an accomplished troublemaker.

AN OUTLAW REPUTATION LEADS TO MASSIVE MANHUNT

Having served a brief apprenticeship with the infamous bushranger, Harry Power, Kelly formed a gang
(Kelly, his brother Dan and mates Joe Byrne and Steve Hart) in 1878 and fled to the bush, where his
outlaw reputation flourished. After roaming the countryside and living off their wits, the Kelly Gang shot
dead three policemen who had been sent to capture them, sparking the biggest manhunt in Australia's
history.

THE KELLY GANG'S LAST STAND

More shootouts and skirmishes with police followed.
| Finally, their luck ran out in the town of Glenrowan in
A north-east Victoria. After holding up the railway station,

the Kelly Gang herded the town's citizens into the local
% inn, where the gang prepared for its last stand. In a back
© room, the clanking sounds of Kelly donning his
¢« homemade iron armour could be heard. The armour
8 weighed 90 pounds.

®% KELLY CAPTURED: 'SUCH IS LIFE'

Police surrounded the inn and at 3am they opened fire. When the smoke had cleared, Dan Kelly, Joe
Byrne and Steve Hart lay dead. Incredibly, Kelly escaped to the bush, only to reappear at sunrise out of
the early morning mist to rescue his brother. This time, the police aimed low, where Kelly was vulnerable,
taking out his legs in a volley of bullets. At last, Ned Kelly had been captured.

Kelly's preliminary hearing was held in the Beechworth Courthouse in August 1880. On 11 November,
Kelly, aged 25, mounted the gallows inside the Old Melbourne Gaol. Moments before his death, Kelly
reportedly uttered his famous last words: 'Such is life".

Today, Ned Kelly is indelibly stamped on the nation's psyche i part villain, part folk hero, but also
a man whose courage and defiance is uniquely Australian. Though he was killed, Kelly became a
folk hero for many of the oppressed rural farmers of Australia, who had little rights to land and
lived in poverty. He has become one of the largest fixtures of Australian culture and was even the
subject of the first dramatic feature film ever released, The Story of the Kelly Gang.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1A6niZmzvoc
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiwktja_ZPbAhXCzLwKHStQBP0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://australiafirstparty.net/feb-10-jerilderie-letter/ned-kelly-by-john-harding/&psig=AOvVaw00CF6NVCDiGZRT8KB26DRl&ust=1526894962635141
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.BANK OF VALLETTA T JOSEPH CALLEJA FOUNDATION

Getting to know Nicola Said

Maltese Soprano Nicola Said is studying with Yvonne
Kenny on the Opera Course at the Guildhall School of
Music and Drama. She has performed Barbarina (Le
Nozze di Figaro), La Fée (Cendrillon), Olympia (Les
Contes doHof f man), and dneraufs c e niffe s |
Naxos) , Adi na (LO6EIIi sir déoamdr e
See g Ophelia (Hamlet) Norina (Don Pasquale), Philine
(Mignon), Sophie (Der Rosenkavalier), Madame Herz (Der Schauspieldirektor), Musetta (La
Bohéme), Madame Mao (Nixon in China), Susanna (Le Nozze di Figaro) and Carolina (Il Matrimonio
Segreto).

Nicola has studied at CSULB with Shigemi Matsumoto and in Malta with Juliette Bisazza, Alice
Horne and Gillian Zammit. She has worked with David Gowland, Antonella Banaudi, Edith Wiens,
Janet Perry, Roger Vignoles, Marilyn Horne, Cheryl Studer, Joan Rodgers and Beth Roberts. A
Samling Scholar, she recently recorded a solo at Abbey Road Studios with the Commonwealth
Youth Orchestra and was nominated by Maltese Tenor Joseph Calleja to attend the 2014
Mozarteum Summer in Salzburg where she won Second Prize in the Strauss Competition. She is a
recipient of the BOV Joseph Calleja Fund and has received support from the Malta Arts Scholarship,
lan Tomlin Scholarship Fund, Frieda Caplan, and the Janatha Stubbs Foundation. Her Opera
Course studies are supported by The London Syndicate.

Project recitals include For si K | -carMialtese sdig recitab v e r iffn g
as part of the St. Martin-in-the-Fields Embassy Series, Women In and Out of Love - a final recital
featuring music by female composers, and the Mal e
St . J o fCatlfedral, @oappearance in the Valletta International Baroque Festival in Malta, and

Une Pastourell e and Ltées SHhilegesenith thee LISO atBarkicanfHalln t e

Nicola has recently been appointed Ambassador of the Malta Airport Foundation. She has just
premiered the role of Echo in Laurence Osborneods|f op
Opera Makers Scenes. In August, Nicola will debut as Zerbinetta at West Green House Opera. In

November, Nicola will be singing RosaurainWolf-Fer r ari 6s Le Donne Curi osef, F
The Rape of Lucretia in March.

BARITONE CHARLES BUTTIGIEG

The BOV Joseph Calleja Foundation is delighted to announce that
Charles Buttigieg (18), one of its young Scholars from Ghajnsielem in
Gozo, has been offered a full tuition scholarship to study Voice at the
prestigious Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia.

Following a rigorous application process, Charles was selected to

audition before the Admissions Panel in Philadelphia last month and was

today informed that he had been selected for a place on the course which

starts in September 2018. Curtis is one of the leading music
conservatoires in the United States and speciallj] sce
young musicians. In its letter of offer Curtis t a
and promising students in what was one of the most competitive applicant pools in the history of the
I nstituteo.
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Joseph Calleja said that he was fAddelighted to
talent that the BOV Joseph Calleja Foundation had been encouraging and supportingfor over t w
adding that this fAis the f i i butansxcelentstepmatthvatas Curtiwis!| |
an outstanding conservatoire and with an acceptance rate of just 5% of applicants, competition for places
there is alwaysinte ns eCoa.l | ej a remar ked that Afgreat credit
coach, who had been working with him for a number of years and who had prepared him so well for the
critical audition processo.

Charles Buttigieg said that he was rendered fi s p e e ¢ Wwhem e segeived the email notifying him of
his success, and that he was greatly looking forward to taking up his place and working hard at Curtis -
which has a very diverse community, and which has a culture of i | e a byidrog nHg added that he
was most grateful to Juliette Bisazza, to Joseph Calleja and to the BOV Joseph Calleja Foundation and
its Patrons as well as to the many, many people who have helped and encouraged him over the years.

The stellar cast and team for The Crucible

m Tuesday, 17 April 2018, 11:02 ast update: about 29 days ago

Teatru Manoel has just announced an impressive
international cast and creative team for its forthcoming
production of Arthur Miller's The Crucible which will be
staged from Wednesday 16th May t&Sunday 20th May
2018 at Teatru Manoel.

Arthur Miller is one of America's foremost playwrights.
‘ The Crucible is regarded as a central classical work in the
canon of Amerlcan drama. AIthough itis a dramatized and partially fictionalised story of the Saleviich
trials, that took place in the Massachusetts Bay Colony during 1692/93, its relevance still holds in light
of current events. Arguably the most famed blamgame in theatre history, Miller's The Crucible will be
presented for the first time at the Marel.

The creative team is led by accomplished theatre director Sean Buhagiar with renowned contemporary
artist Austin Camilleri designing his first ever set for the Manoel stage. The costume design is in the
hands of eclectic designer Sef Farrugia whilsbsind designer Yasmin Kuymizakis will be composing the
music for the production. "I am both proud and ecstatic to be working with so many talented artists.
This will be one heck of a hunt" said a gleeful Buhagiar.

The twenty-five strong cast is led by Mdése-Australian
professional actor Kenneth Spiteri who flew in to portray
the role of John Proctor with Brusseldbased actress Simone
Ellul as his wife Elizabeth.

Local star Nadia Vella takes on the role of Abigail Williams,

undoubtedly one of the most soltstirring female roles in

theatre history. Renowned actor Stephen Oliver plays

Judge Danforth and Edward Caruana Galizia is Reverend

Hale. Other wellknown names include Marylu Coppini,

Isabel Warrington, John Marinelli, Michael Mangion, Narcy
Calamatta, Thomas Camilleri, Peter Galea, Colin Fitz and Nanette Brimmer. The Crucible also seef
professionally trained actors Edward Thorpe, Hannah Cramer and Venezualan Gabriela Mendez making
their Malta debut. The bewitched girls are played by some of the bestcll young talent including Kyra
Lautier, Daniela Carabott Pawley, Julia Camilleri with UK trained Roberta Cefai in her first big role in
Malta as Mary Warren.
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MALTA AMBASSADOR LECTURES ON CLIMATE CHANGE

Professor Simone Bordylalta Ambassador o@limate ActionHead of Department, Environmental & Resources
Law, University of Malta) visited the IMO International Maritime Law Institute (IMLI) on 25 April 2018 and
delivered a |l ecture on AClIlimate Change: Thee&dea
Its I mpacts on Ocean Life: Bridging the Ga&pl8bet
¥ Professor Simone Borg
" (Malta Ambassador on
Climate ChangeiHead of
Department, Environmental
& Resources Law,
University of Malta) with
the IMLI Class of 2017
2018

In her lecture, Professor
. Simone Borg emphasised
that in order forlaw to be
% responsive to  current
pressing environmental issues such as Climate Change, there must be an integrated approach when form
law based on sound and independent scientific research. An integrated approach, requires the streamlining
effects of climate change upon the Ocean to enable comprehensivaaking exercise in this complex

relationship between climate and the Ocean. Professor Borg maintained that it is crucial for International [§

making to have the requisite structure thatlitates such an integrated approach to circumvent fragmentation.
She further observed that it would be useful for a holistiei@king to have the support of a single scientific
body for ocean science which is similar to the role of the Intergoverahteael on Climate Change (IPCC) on
climate science. She maintained that International law is dynamic enough to act as an appropriate tool to e
Climate and Ocean governance in a manner that is responsive to the current issues surrounding thergalviron
concerns and the soeeamwonomic development of all States, with the valuable involvement eStata actors.

Prof Simone Borgead for a doctorate degree in laws (LL.D.) in 1991 and a Magister Juris degree in Internatio
in 1994 from the Univesity of Malta. In 2009, she obtained her Ph.D. on the Conservation of Marine Natur
Resources at the International Maritime Law Institute. Prof Borg worked for the public sector from 1991 to 2(
first as a First Secretary with the Ministry of Foreignaif§ and then Head of the Legal and Multilateral Affairs

Section within the Ministry of the Environment. During this time, she was mainly responsible for negotiati
Maltabés position in International E n vegislatian rared netyah |

policy making in environmental law. She coordinated the transposition of the environmental and energy ac
communautaire during Maltads negotiations to be

research projects whitthe European Union and the United Nations. Prof Simone Borg served as the fiif

Chairperson to Maltads Occupational Health and
Presently, she is Chair of the Institute for Climate Change and Sustainable Development, Head of Departme
the Environmental law and Resources law within the Faculty of Laws at the University of Malta. Prof Borg is a
a visiting lecturer at: the Catholic University

University of Auckland ifNew Zealand. She has published law books as well as many articles and papers in |

journals. She is a GGhair of the Forum of European Legal Experts on Climate Change Adaptation and Chair
the Platform of University of Malta Academics on Climate Cha&dp is the director of the International Master

of Arts Programme in Ocean Governance and a Fellow of the Sustainability College in Bruges. Prof Simone i

Expert on the European Union Expert Team for Horizon 2020 SC5 Advisory Group. She has remmtly b
awarded the Order of Merit by the President of France for her work in environmental law.

| am Maltese and live in San Diego, California for over 30 years. | was sent a copy of your excellent
Maltese Newsletter and liked it so much | would like to become a regular subscriber. | enjoyed the
well written and very informative articles. You are providing a great service. | also found you on
Facebook and sent a friend request.l thank you in advance and wish you well in your endeavour to
satisfy our yearning of staying in touch with our Maltese heritage and roots. Regards, Joseph Mizzi
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Barraa Li ft Il n Val

This twenty storey high panoramic lift, commissioned by the Grand Harbour
Regeneration Corporation plc and designed by Architecture Project (AP), is
|l ocated on the edge of Maltads histori
once the sixteenth century fortified walls of the town served to keep enemy
ships at bay, they are now under conservation order and provide an unbeatable
new access for visitors and residents flocking here. Valletta is being given a
new lease of life as the island prepares to host the presidency of the European
Union in 2017 and the city having recently been named European Capital of
Culture for 2018¢é

The structure is designed to enhance movement of large numbers of visitors and

residents between the Grand Harbour a
the Valletta waterfront, over the powerful landward enceinte of fortifications and into the heart of the city, creating
new links to the Upper Barrakka Gardens and the new City Gate. It is bound to leave a significant visual impact
on this sensitive heritage site and leaves no room for compromises on the engineering level, where attachment
to the historic walls was not possible and where the program was extremely onerous. The Barrakka Lift project
therefore required a certain rigour to resolve the dichotomy between the strong historic nature of the site and the
demands for better access placed upon it by cultural and economic considerations.

Shifting political and economic realities have always been a challenge for this world heritage city and the
connection between harbour and city has transformed itself over the years in response to these unremitting
changes. The eighteenth century saw the development of harbour infrastructure that gave rise to a thriving
commercial hub outside the walls, separated from the residential heart of the city, while the British period
transformed the port into a vital strategic naval and merchant base in the Mediterranean. Today, a very
different economic reality is once again dictating the transformation of this dynamic area of the town: the
recent restoration of Baroque waterside warehouses into a thriving cruise ship terminal as well as the
development of restaurants and cafes, prompted the re-activation of a lift that had been built to connect the
harbour with the town in 1905 dur ieoriginaMit dtructire tvas 60sn
tall and contained two lift cabins each with a capacity of 12 passengers. The operation was closed down in
1973 and the structure abandoned and eventually dismantled by the 1980s.

The renewed connection serves the needs of thousands of visitors approaching the city from the traditional
arrival point at the foot of the bastions. The heavy demands of accessibility to and mobility around the town
required a much larger footprint and a stronger vertical statement within the skyline of the historic harbour
were therefore inevitable. In order to resolve this, a cavity was created by pulling the two lifts apart, where
a staircase could be threaded in between. Not only does this space accommodate mandatory safety
requirements, but it also reduces the visual weight of the lift structure itself and accentuates the vertical
proportions of the structure.

The geometric qualities of the plan echo the angular forms of the bastion walls, and the corrugated edges
of the aluminium skin help modulate light as it hits the structure, emphasizing its verticality. The mesh masks
the glazed lift carriages, recalling the forms of the original cage lifts, whilst providing shade and protection
to passengers as they travel between the city of Valletta and the Mediterranean Sea. Author: Architecture
Project: Bettina Hutschek Picture credits: Sean Mallia, Luis Rodriguez Lopez and AP

Awards: Winner at the INSIDE: World Festival of Interiors in Singapore 2013, Transport category;
shortlisted for the World Architecture Festival 2013

n Find us on:
facebook. e

www.facebook.comlfrank.scicluna.3l
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Britainbébs Got Talent: Amy Mari e
for Simon Cowell than Eurovision

The soprano who blew Britainb6s Got Talent Judges
for Simon Cowell than at Junior Eurovision.
The 16-year-old from Malta
appeared super nervous when
she stood in front of the audience
in the episode that aired on ITV
this weekend.
Speaking to Metro.co.uk, Amy
Marie Borg, who was also one of
20 Maltese finalists in the 2015
Junior Eurovision Song Contest sai
that big of an audience but with Simon, | was just a little bit more
nervous. 6

pop song on the talent show, having passed through the next stage
with four yeses, she admitted she had never tried the popular genre
before.
0l 6ve never sung pop before, 6
M and then it developed into op-era
¢ finalist in the Italian talent show Tra Sogno e Realta i which
translates as Between Dream And Reality. Simon Cowell was a fan
of Amybés Despite appearing to be
Amy suffers from terrible nerves
reaction she received from the judges. She
thatherBr i t ai nés Got Talent experience was a | ot
Read more: https://metro.co.uk/2018/04/30/britains-got-talent-amy-marie-borg-nervous-singing-
simon-cowell-eurovision-7510726/?ito=cbshare
Twitter: https://twitter.com/MetroUK | Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/MetroUK/

OPENING PARTY i FRIDAY 8 JUNE
2018 1 2300HRS T HASTINGS
GARDENS

Join us on Friday 8 June 2018 for the Opening
Party of the fourth edition of Valletta Film
Festival at the beautiful Hastings Gardens,
AEPi N IRV \/alletta. Two hours of open bar and finger food.

Simon Vella & Band Live

&) Open Bar & Finger Food Live music by Simon Vell a

8th June 2018, 23:00

OURAIMIS TO
BUILD BRIDGES
NOT WALLS
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THREE STYLES OF MALTESE GBINSA

Gkana, (p)ons whe generic term for Maltese folk [fso
flourished but today there are three main categories:

SPIRTUPRONT - (qui ck wit, | i SprtuBrontiyesséntialyaad ynprevised songt dde)s
between two g k a n n eachj trging to outsmart the other in argument. Generally, two song duels are
held simultaneously: the first singer matched against the third, the second against the fourth. Such an
arrangement gives each singer more time to compose a response. Usually, the subject of the duel
emerges early in the encounter itself, with the singers provoking their adversary.

TAL-FATT (factual) - Gk a n aFatt wsually only involves one singer @ k a nonNoyvadays, the singer

is often the composer of the lyrics; whereas in earlier times, certainly in the first half of the twentieth
century, it was common fors i n g @ k a n e $irjg texts composed by others and publisheding k a n a
booklets. The subject of fattijiet may be tragic or comic and may be based on actual events or fiction.

FIL-G K O L(high-pitched) - While the other two styles (Spirtu Pront and Fatt) are driven by verbal play

and narr at i-gvkeo | ig kfaanvao ufrisl t h ehe rmoics ds tha dong glevelops it meldic o t
contours over the regular pulse of the guitar. The prolonged melisma of the words draws the listener

along with them, inviting him to stay with the sense and colour of the sound, rather than attempt to follow

the meaning of the words.

Harry Vidal z Australian Horse -Led
@ Trek to Raise Funds

A self-proclaimed gypsy and serial fundraiser, Maltese
Australian from Adelaide - Harry Vidal started his charity
trek in March 2018 and will see him dedicate eight months
. of his life trotting across Australia to raise funds for the
. Royal Flying Doctor Service (RFDS), with his two
- Clydesdale horses and his beloved dog Akiesha by his side.
Mr Vi dal 6 s segunds ffor the Royal Elying Bdctor Service during one of his biggest fundraising
treks to date which will start in Melbourne and head up to the Gulf of Carpentaria. i We ar e doi njg
and Wills track which is around 3000km and it will take us betweeneight t o ni ne mont hs|, O

AfiwWe do only five kilometres an hour with Aveterant y |[fof
to fundraising, Mr Vi dal 6s pmenthijoumey in 2016l feoenMartay s [fi n
Bridge to Lightning Ridge which raised $20,000 for Craniofacial Australia.

Al't i s an amazing way to travel, you meet a of
most i mportantly | am raising money for a real [
Mr Vidal encourages Australians to support the Royal Flying Doctor Service and their work in providing
emergency medi cal and health care services to e
a great charity, | have seen the wonderful work they do first hand. | work on a farm in the Flinders
Ranges and realise how critical they are to rur afl
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Maltese ghost stories .,

Paul Cocks

The Grand Master's niece became known as the Blue
Lady
Saint, ghosts, ghouls and
to have started as a pagan ritual, Halloween has
gradually gathered more and more followers even in oh-
so-Catholic Malta. Tonight, more and more children in
costume will roam our streets, going door to door asking for a trick or treat, while many adults will attend
invitaton-onl vy costume parties or get together to tour
some of these places a few days ago, hoping the ghosts that haunt these places would still be getting
ready for tonight.
Villa Sans Souci i Marsaxlokk
Constructed by Prof Salvatore Luigi Pisani CMG, MD as his residence in the 1870s, this house was later
used as a hotel in the 1910s and then by the Royal Air Force in the 1940s. This long-abandoned mansion
on the road to Marsaxlokk is said to be one of the most haunted properties in Malta. People constantly
hear weird noises coming from inside the house, and people who have been inside have reported a sense
of dread overcoming them throughout all the accessible rooms.
Splendid Hotel T Valletta
This hotel in Strait Street, Valletta, was originally a brothel. Folklore has it that an argument broke out one
night between one of the prostitutes and a client of hers. The woman was murdered in a bathroom on the
first floor and her spirit is said to walk the empty hallways of the hotel to this very day. Eyewitnesses have
reported furniture being hurled across rooms.
Tel gha t o6AlilNaxxard6 Ommu
When driving along the road from Salina to the
drivers have reported seeing a teenage girl stumbling along the road below the steep hill and trying to flag
down drivers as though pleading for help. Those brave enough to stop all say that the girl simply vanished
once they got down to try and assist her. Many said that, when they saw the teenager, they pressed down
harder on the gas pedal and kept their eyes forward, but that did not work 7 or turned out worse. When
they next looked into their rear-view mirror, they found the girl sitting in the back seat of their car.
The Cathedral in Mdina is said to be one of the most haunted in Malta
The Cathedral in Mdina, and the immediate area around it, are said to be some of the most haunted in
Malta. One of the most popular myths has it that the congregation of the cathedral, gathered for Mass one
morning, noticed something odd about the old priest that celebrated mass every day. So did the sacristan.
The same thing happened the following two days until, late on the third day, the sacristan met a friend of
his who told him that the old priest had died four nights earlier in his home. It is said the priest was allowed
to continue celebrating mass for three days until another priest was appointed to replace him.
Verdala Palace
Grand Master De Rohan informed his niece that he had chosen a suitor for her and that she was to marry
him even though she was not attracted to him. When he heard that the girl did not like him, the suitor
locked her in her room at Verdala Palace. It is said that she tried to escape out of her window, but fell to
her death. Since then, her ghost has roamed around the palace in the iconic blue dress she died in, making
her known as the Blue Lady. People say they have seen her reflection in many mirrors around the palace,
or standing on the edge of the palace balconies.
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MALTA - PERSONS KILLED BY MISTAKE

Crime historian Eddie Attard explained that the cases where a person was killed by mistake, are filed in
different categories. He mentioned cases where the intention was to kill someone else, with the first case
dating back to 1918 in Nadur.

Mr Attard said, AfThere were two men who | oved th
two men. One of them was chosen and the other was hurt by the rejection and went to kill the boyfriend. As
it turned out, instead of killing the boyfriend, he ki I |l ed t he mands brother

in Zabbar during the village festa, where two men started arguing about the festa decorations. They thought
that the issue would stop there but later one of them came back armed with a weapon. He went to look for
the other man, didnét find him and killed anothe

The Zabbar murder took place after the Second World War. More recently in this category there was the
murder of a Lebanese man in Gzira in 1981. Whoever killed him wanted instead to kill the representative of
the Palestine Liberation Organization, who was i

Other unfortunate cases include those of individuals who ended up as victims because they tried to break up
a fight. One of these was the case of the murder
trying to separate his two sons who were fighting.

Mr Attardsaidi Then t here was the tragedy in Naxxar duri
t he men went to shoot a member of the other f ami

Over the last 30 years, two women have been innocently killed by an explosion. In 1990, in Qormi, a bomb
exploded at the home of an elderly woman who, it turned out, had not been the target of the attack. Another
woman died in June 2005 in Zejtun when she removed a garbage bag from near a car which contained a
bomb, and the woman was inadvertently killed. The bomb had been intended for the owner of the car. Another
case happened in 1940 in Zebbug when a man was killed by mistake by a Police Constable.

iln that case, a -imdawnandksistérdindad. Ha thes enteed thedause, and as soon as the
womandés son saw that his mother and sister had
to fetch the Parish Priest so that he coul d

thatbs hi mo. A police officer told him to stop,
ended up with three members of the same family being killed, and the person who was responsible for all
t his, was hanged, 6 Mr Attard said.

Another case at the end of the century involving innocent victims was that of a solider 1935 who wanted to
play a practical joke and ended up killing a chef. Another murder happened in 1952 in Birkirkara which
involved an argument between two men, one shot the other, the bullet went astray and killed a mother of nine
children who was simply sitting on the doorstep of her home, minding her own business.
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History MALTESE IN AMERICA

The earliest Maltese settlers in the United States came in
the mid-eighteenth century, mostly to New Orleans. These
settlers were often regarded as lItalians, and in fact
tombstones sometimes mistakenly noted the deceased as
"natives of Malta, Italy." The burial grounds were inscribed
with such common Maltese names as Ferruggia (Farrugia),
Pace, and Grima. By 1855 there were 116 Maltese living in
the United States. In the 1860s, it was estimated that
between five and ten Maltese came to the United States
every year. The majority of the migrants were agricultural
workers, and in New Orleans the majority worked as market
gardeners and vegetable dealers.

The greatest number of Maltese people came to the United States during the first decades of the
twentieth century. Their move coincided with the discharge of skilled workers from the Royal British
Dockyard in 1919 following the end of the World War I. More than 1,300 Maltese immigrated to the United
States in the first quarter of 1920, and most found work in automobile manufacturing. The Detroit Free
Press reported in October 1920 that Detroit had the largest Maltese population in the United States, at
5,000 residents. In 1922, the Detroit Free Press reported that the only Maltese colony in the United States
was in Detroit. Over the next few years, it is believed that more than 15,000 Maltese people settled in the
United States and became citizens. They apparently intended to stay for a short time and return home.
However, opportunities in America seemed more plentiful and stable than the uncertainties at home, and
many Maltese people remained in the United States. By 1928 New York had an estimated 9,000 Maltese
immigrants. San Francisco also had a large Maltese population.

After World War 11, the Maltese government launched a program to pay passage costs to Maltese willing
to emigrate and remain abroad for at least two years. As a result, a surge of Maltese left their homeland.
In 1954, a reported 11,447 Maltese left the islands. This program enticed approximately 8,000 Maltese
to come to the United States between 1947 and 1977. For more than a century Malta's government
encouraged emigration because of the tiny size of the overpopulated island nation.

SETTLEMENT Settlement in the United States was concentrated in Detroit, New York City, San
Francisco, and Chicago. It has been estimated that more than 70,000 Maltese immigrants and their
descendants were living in the United States by the mid-1990s. The largest estimated communities are
the more than 44,000 Maltese in the Detroit area and the 20,000 Maltese in New York City, most of them
in Astoria, Queens.

ACCULTURATION AND ASSIMILATION Signs of Malta can be seen in fire stations in most cities, small
and large, throughout the United States. Firefighters are identified by a badge that designates their
company. The majority of badges worn by firefighters take the shape of the Maltese Cross, which is an
eight-sided emblem of protection and badge of honor. The history of the cross goes back to the Knights
of St. John, who courageously fought for possession of the Holy Land.

Malta's involvement with the United Nations is substantial. The island country became a full member in
December 1964 after gaining independence from Great Britain. Issues Malta has been involved in, or
spearheaded, include the Law of the Sea Convention in 1981; the United Nations Conference on the
Aged; and an initiative to raise questions about the effects of climate change.

There are a number of Maltese influences in United States culture. For instance, many people are familiar
with the Maltese, a tiny fluffy white dog. The movie The Maltese Falcon, a drama about a detective trying
to find a priceless statue, is a classic part of American cinema, although another movie, The Maltese
Bippy, is less known. Oftentimes people with the surname Maltese are Italian by heritage, not Maltese

In the United States the Maltese maintain their strong devotion to the Catholic church by attending mass
weekly and becoming active in their local parishes. Since attendance among Maltese Americans is high,
church is another common place where they meet one another. For instance, in San Francisco, St. Paul
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