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A tradition fit
for a Queen

‘j‘_' Maltese Lady at the well
i Ed Caruana Dingli

The Sovereign Order of Malta is one of the oldest

institutions of Western and Christian civilisation.
A lay religious order of the Catholic Church since 1113

' and a subject of international law,
the Sovereign Order of Malta has diplomatic relations
with over 100 states and the European Union,
and permanent observer status at the United Nations.
Today, the Order of Malta is active in 120 countries.
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SOVEREIGN MILITARY
HOSPITALLER ORDER
OF ST JOHN OF
JERUSALEM
OF RHODES AND OF MALTA

The Grand Master Inaugurates New Care Home in the UK 28/09/2018

The Edwardstow Court care home in Gloucestershire, managed by the Order of Malta in the United
Kingdom, was officially inaugurated with the delivery of a minibus, donated by the Global Fund for
Forgotten People, by Grand Master FraabhauGurabpoqueno [Pal

This new centre has four floors offering 48 bedrooms with en-suite bathrooms and various rooms for
listening to music, for social activities such as painting and cooking or discovering together the traditions
of other countries. There is also a sensory bathroom to alleviate rheumatic pain and a large garden with
aromatic herbs and opportunities for gardening.

These are just some of the features of the new care home, the 72th to be run by the Order of Malta
through the AQrotherr sCaafe STaiurstt 0 the Trust currijent
accommodation schemes in England, providing support and housing to residents and tenants across
Lincolnshire, Oxfordshire, Gloucestershire, Wiltshire, West Sussex and Suffolk. The centre opened in

March and will reach its maximum capacity of 48 guests over the coming months.

The Grand Master wanted to visit the home in person, meeting and chatting with many of the guests

present, almost all with problems of dementia or convalescing afteranoper at i on or an il |
great honour to be here today for the opening of this splendid new home. The Sovereign Order of Malta

has a long experience in offering high-level care and | am truly happy that this tradition is being carried
onhereinEdwar dst ow Cour t . I express my warm thanks o]
said Frado Giacomo Dalla Torre at the end of hisffvi

The minibus delivered to the care home management will allow guests to make regular excursions
around the beautiful countryside and pretty villages.

,« Five locals pledge to serve the Lord
= in the sick and poor

|

, Joshua and Lindsey Bachman are pictured following their investiture into
% the the Sovereign Military Hospitaller Order of St. John of Jerusalem, of
Rhodes, and of Malta in Washington, D.C. Locals Stephen Minnis,
Mi c hael O6Shaughnessy, and Doug Riflva

g order. (Photo courtesy of Lindsey Bachman)

By Sara Kraft
g Al had t he s ammenlfcaneited to Gathblicismatde fegling
s Oof now being part of something grdqat
Joshua Bachman. AWhen | became Catholic, there wi{s
a comfort and joy in that. Through the Knights of Malta, | have a room within the mansion to carry out my
calling as a Catholic. o



https://www.orderofmalta.int/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/IMG_5914.jpg
http://catholickey.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/1110_malta.jpg
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Recently, Joshua Bachman and wife Lindsey, al ongfl wi
Doug Rivard were invested into the Sovereign Military Hospitaller Order of St. John of Jerusalem, of
Rhodes, and of Malta (known as the Order of Mal tflh f
and Doug Rivardo6és investiture into the Order wasi|he
fifteen bishops and the papal nuncio.

The Order of Malta is a lay religious order of the Catholic Church with approximately 13,500 Knights and

Dames located throughout the globe. The Order of Malta dates back to around 1048. It was founded as a

religious and military order to help sick and injured pilgrims to the Holy Land. As a lay religious order,
members pledge to obey the laws of the church, defend the faith, and serve our Lord in the sick and the

poor. Although its roots are ancient, the Order of Malta continues to live this pledge in our modern world.

AMy desire to join the Order was due to both an

to the poor and the sick, 0 explained Vhosselegalttounset ar
at Sprint . il was always interested in the 1 Hascinateriy f
particular, with the knights and orders during the Crusades in their defense of the Faith and service to its
members. The Order is different in its focus on serving the poor and the sick and as a spiritual home for

its members. o

Each region of the Order of Malta has its own ministries that it serves. Two regions exist in the Diocese of

Kansas City-St. Joseph 1 the St. Joseph region and a greater Kansas City region, which also includes
members from the Archdiocese of Kansas City, Kansas. Between the two chapters, there are
approximately 60 Knights, Dames, and chaplains who serve in over a dozen ministries including the
Duchesne Clinic, Shalom House, Prison Ministry, Christmas in October, Little Sisters of the Poor, the

Haven in St. Joseph and the Bishop Sullivan Center Food Kitchen. Recently, an Order of Malta Federal
Association grant check for $23,107 was awarded to Community Missions Corporation in St. Joseph for
improvements to help serve the chronically homeless.

The order has three international projects. Participation in a pilgrimage to Lourdes during which several
thousand very sick Amal adiesd enjoy a week ofight en
and Dame in their first three years of investiture. Additionally, the order operates the Holy Family Hospital

in Bethlehem, a maternity hospital that serves women of all faiths, and Malteser International, a
humanitarian relief organization serving disaster victims all around the world.

AAbout the time we were asked to check out t de
the poor |like Jesus asked us, 0 explained Lindsey [
lives. This or der addresses that call .o

In addition to practicing the corporal works of mercy, the Knights and Dames are quick to credit the Order

of Malta with transforming their spiritual lives.

AThe Knights focus on service teo otfhesepovarc earbdutt hpef
added Michael. AThough such prayer and service i n
acknowledge that since beginning my spiritual journey with the Order | have become much more involved
inmypari sh spiritual activities, including servingfl as
AThe order is a helpful c 0 n.dt strengthdned tmy reldtionship evithelesusn  ffla
through daily prayer and helped me to have a highjer
Dr. Doug Rivard.

The order has a daily Kni g ht snofahedrdeDia m¢| s
pilgrimage, 0 explained . He added it encomjflas
expanded to include the pilgrimage to sainthood.

il appreciate the mission of Mal t a t o d&tephenMinist h f
President of Benedictine College in Atchison, Kansas. Stephen is a St. Joseph, Missouri native and alum

of St . Francis Xavier School and Bishop LeBl ond || Hi
believed it was consistent with my mission and what we are doing at Benedictine College too. In my short

time with the members of the Knights of Malta, | have been moved by the sincerity of its members and am
honored to be a part of this historical order i1 nf{ith
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Grand Officer Cross with Swords pro Merito Melitensi awarded
to Chief of Defence of Lithuania

The oldest Christian charitable organisation, more

than 900 years old Order of Malta has bestowed the

Grand Officer Cross with Swords pro Merito Melitensi

on Chief of Defence of Lithuania Lieutenant General

Arvydas Pocius.

Lithuaniads Chief of Defencef w
decoration for a long-lived logistic support to the campaign

of the Order of Malta AMaltefle
the attention of the society to the old, impoverished or ill

lonely people.

AAl'though this honourable award was given to me, it
Forces. We, soldiers of Lithuania, are an inseparable part of the society, therefore helping our socially
vul nerable countrymen is our duty, o0 said LTG A.Pqci

ALithuanian Ar med Forces have proved by deietles tjha
i mpoverished, the eofithe Ortddr e&f Maitd il Litiuan& harod ChAistiema s gf a d
von Bechtol shei m. the Ieadershlp and ordi fpar
in the fAMaltese . it activel yaveand w
butalsokindchear ted and [ [

The Lithuanian Armed Forces have been with the Maltese campaign since its outset in 2006. Soldiers

help transporting huge military tents to the locations where the soup is distributed, help to put them up,

stayon guard in such | ocations, help transporting he
become traditional in Vilnius and other cities of Lithuania i hot soup is distributes to people, they are

invited to donate for the impoverished and seniors, public music performances are held. The money

raised is put to the Maltese fund and is used for paying for care and food for senior people.

According to President of the Maltese Order Assi|pt ¢
of cooperation with the Lithuanian Armed Forces is the money raised by the community of the Military

Academy of Lithuania in Vilnius for providing food for homeless people. The community is constantly

donating their personal income for buying food and for other Maltese support activities. The most recent
instance of such cooperation is a social campaig f
at the canteen of the Academy was dedicated for buying food for impoverished seniors. The money

raised during Social Days for post cards made by children and bought by military personnel were also

used for that purpose.

The Assistance Council of the Order of Malta was established in Lithuania 1991. Currently it is
implementing social projects in 28 towns of Lithuania and unites over 800 volunteers.

Spokesperson to the Chief of Defence of Lithuania# ADOAET 411 AO OAEAI T EHEEOh 11 AT £
00370 682 25359, Emaitomas.pakalniskis@mil.lt



mailto:tomas.pakalniskis@mil.lt
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A tradition fit for a Queen Maltese/Gozo lace

Lace maki ng, ot h e i-bierilgée, kinowmnes ofé Maltabds ol des
oy traditions. Maltese lace is usually made from cream-coloured Spanish
silk. However, what makes Maltese lace truly unique is its inclusion of
the symbolic Maltese cross into the lace pattern. Discover more about
the origins of Maltese lace and book your flights to Malta to learn the
craft for yourself.

The lace pattern is initially hand drawn on parchment paper, and holes
are pricked to show where the bobbin pins need to be placed. The lace
A : is then made using various threads which are each tied to a bobbin pin
to produce beautlfully mtncate items such as table centre pieces, bridal veils or handkerchiefs.
The tradition dates back to the time of the Knights of St John from 1530-1798. Back then, the bobbin lace
& produced was used as to accessorise the clothing of noblemen. Due to
its popularity during this time, the Maltese grew increasingly skilled and
specialised in the art of lace making. This craft was often encouraged by
the Church, as it was also used to embellish the clothing of the
Clergy. Lace making, along with other textile crafts such as weaving
eventually became the main source of income of many rural families in
Malta and Gozo.

Lace making almost faced an extinction during the economic depression
in the 19th century. Fortunately, the tradition was saved by a handful of
individuals who strongly supported it. The first person was Lady Hamilton
Chichester who sent lacemakers to Malta from Genoa to teach locals how
to produce ltalian bobbin lace. In the meantime, Dun Guzeppe, a
designer in Gozo, was busy promoting the production of lace in
Gozo. This eventually led to the lace produced in Gozo developing its
own distinct style.

However, the most famous admirer of Maltese lace was Queen
Victoria. Her love for the delicate Maltese lace led to a considerable
— increase in its popularity. Incidentally, the Queen sent a piece of the
intricate fabric to London in 1B®8dystmoi &Bddiasosd @l Efd -
at the statue of Queen Victoria in Republic Square V
reflecting her love for the crafted fabric. Maltese lace became so popular at one point that copies of the most
popular Maltese lace designs were made and sent to China for mass production.

ADIAOW 3DAL 323TJAM

Nowadays, the tradition is still kept alive throughout Malta and

Gozo. However it is by far not as popular and widely practiced as it

once was. Nevertheless, by taking a walk through the quieter streets of

Gozo, you will most likely come across local women making lace on
{ their doorstep - a process which is truly fascinating to watch.

If you would like to try your hand at lace making, traditional Maltese
lace making courses will be taking place EVERY SUMMER. These

will take place at L-Ixtabi Casa Bottega a traditional Gozitan farmhouse in Gozo, allowing participants to gain
insight into the calm and tranquil environment which traditional lace makers would have enjoyed in the past.

Author: Sabine Jung



https://www.airmalta.com/destinations/malta/best-of-malta/culture/malta-customs-and-traditions
https://www.airmalta.com/flights-to-malta
https://www.airmalta.com/destinations/malta/best-of-malta/gozo-air-malta
https://plus.google.com/106207709895706706911?rel=author
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjZ4ve8o-ndAhUKat4KHaFnBmgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.nationalcostumedolls.com/malta-lace-worker/&psig=AOvVaw3UxLOrbvH60mTsb1ygUvEh&ust=1538621881109401
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Maltese Elderly Thanksgiving Day in Sydney - 25" Anniversary.
Dr. George M Boffa

The Maltese Elderly Thanksgiving Day has just celebrated a significant milestone, the 25
Anniversary.To many in Malta this has no tangible meaning. But not so to the hundreds of senior citizens

who attended in Sydney today. The generosity and the kindness shown to them today, September

26", is a clear indication of respect, of gratitude and of love by our community. To the thousands who

have celebrated the day since its inception, it has remained an indelible memory until death.

The symbol chosen for this event by a Maltese nun, Sr Mary Ann Grima, is significant. It is an olive

tree that is robust and capable of regeneration - a symbol of peace, dialogue and heritage reminiscent

of the Malta which our elderly left behind.

Gratitude and praise are due to many who helped and contributed. The occasion included Mass,
morning tea, a generous, tasty lunch, music and entertainment. The honour of cutting a beautiful 25
Anniversary cake was given to Mrs Catie Mifsud Ellul and Mr Emmanuel Micallef, the two eldest seniors

present for the occasion.

The Maltese Elderly Thanksgiving Day offers the warm experience of making new friendships and
renewing of old ones. There is also the deep saffis
acknowledged.

Mass this year was concelebrated by Fr N o e | Bi anco MSSP, one of ou ] e C
and by Fr Anthony Bayada P.P of San Lawrenz, who hails from Xaghra, in Gozo.

Mrs Antoinette Mascari proved to be an energetic M.C.

Maltese Elderly Thanksgiving Day, the inspiration of Sr Grima, now unfortunately ill for some time,

flowed from the International Year of the Family. Sister Mary Ann wanted to honour the elderly who are

often hardly remembered, barely recognised, and little appreciated or thanked for their contribution to

the establishment of the Maltese community in Australia and to the development of our new country,
Australia. Hel p comes from many sources including Mal e s
simple and direct. She told businessmen that the Maltese community contributed much

to their success and it was appropriate that they should give something in return . Thankfully, some

firms remain highly generous.

When the first Maltese Elderly Thanksgiving Day was organised about 100 people responded and

enjoyed the day together. At that time, there were different reactions the leaders of the Maltese
community.

Some were pessimistic and discouraging. They thought that the flames of enthusiasm of the first effort

would quickly die out. They were very wrong. Others, afew,acc e pt ed Sr Gri mads i [jvi
continue to lend their support and encouragement with significant success and benefit for many. Over

the years others have joined in. With none seeking recognition, praise or personal advancement, these

good people have certainly travelled and arrived with honour and great merit.

So much so , that when the Hon Ken Wyatt A.M. Federal Minister for the Aged Care learnt of the
occasion, he sent a beautiful letter of congratulations to the President and Members of the Maltese
Elderly Thanksgiving Day Committee.

The ministerods |l etter was right | yThegpccasomceldbraesamke nif i o
acknowledges the contribution of the elderly Maltese migrants and remembers those among them who
areforgotten and abandoned. Some have, fmiseionaridithat vfe r
of her worthy helpers. This year, the 25" Anniversary, certificates of gratitude were presented to
benefactors and contributors. Lawrence Buhagiar, Consul General, and George Boffa, Patron of the

M.E.T.D. presented the certificates.

It is important to remember that there are needs; that there is loneliness and other heavy burdens, not

rarely including the pain of abandonment, particularly among elderly migrants. These needs, these sad
situations, are often hidden and remain unknown to visiting dignitaries from Malta.

6
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Should you wish to help or to get in touch, the e-mail address of the Maltese Elderly Thanksgiving Day

Committee is metd@lie.coau

CITTADELLA
E TN VI SI TORS
VISITORS CENTRE — ,15 5 iTaRl CENTRE

THEA AWARD FOR "}
OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT / '

HERITAGE VISITOR CENTER, LIMITED BUDGET

et J%8 PREsTuuoUs
R TEA THEA
AWARD

S a r n distirtigsished work on

the CittadellaVi si t or fas be@reravﬂande&j with the themed entertainment industries top honour i a

TEA Thea Award for Outstanding Achievement. The award, which recognises outstanding achievements in

the creation of compelling places and experiences recognises the consistent level of high quality work that

was put into this project. Other Thea-honoured attractionsthisy ear i ncl udielch eé RVond ar @ A
at Disneyo6s Ani mal Kingdom at Walt Disney Worl d i 0]
DreamWor ks Ani mation Zone at OGtaklaONGATBE sDulcaint r & ojwa |
good company.

The award was accepted on behalf of the CittadellaVi si t or sd Centre by a veryilisp
Clive Agius, Ambassador of the Republic of Malta to America, along with Ross Magri, Managing Director

of Sarner International. H.E. Mr Pierre Clive Agiuswas del i ghted with the awar|d,
very proud of the Cittadella and | want to personally congratulate everyone involved, not only for receiving this
award but for the beautiful work you all did. o

Sarner worked closely with architect Martin Xuereb and the Ministry for Gozo, utilising the carefully designed

structure of the reservoir and resulting in a visually striking walk through exhibition that draws the visitor

deeper and deeper within the building whilst highlighting the characteristics of this unique site

This combination of history and technology made a material impression on the TEA Thea Awards Committee

helping CittadellaVi si t or s6 Centre being named for this pregfti
i vat makes this project so special is the combination of traditional exhibition techniques, exceptional
storytelling and the 360A show finale, within the ni

-'-Jﬁ-MATERDEI Foreign workers should

learn to speak Maltese

Foreign members of staff at Mater Dei
Hospital are obliged to undergo a course in
basic Maltese, in order to be able to carry out
their duties in Malta. The course is offered by
the Department of Maltese at the University of
Malta, and focuses on medical Mtese.

Dr. Michael Spagnol from the Department of Maltese stated this morning on the TVAM programme
that the course is aimed at foreign workers and medical students who come into contact with patients.
Dr Spagnol added that it is included in the contradhat if they fail the examinations, they can no longer
work in Maltese hospitals. This is what Dr Spagnol stated about the Maltese language being taught to
foreign workers:



mailto:metd@live.com.au

MALTESE-BREWSLETTER 239 October 2018

MR LOUIS PARNIS
PRESIDENT OF THE GEORGE
CROSS FALCONS C OMMUNITY
CENTRE OF WOLLONGONG VISITS
MALTA
Our visitation to Malta was overwhelming
and enjoyable.
| was born in Marsa and migrated to
Australia in 1973. Although we have been
back to Malta twice this time we saw many
changes and our experiences were of great
admiration and we have seen that the
culture and traditions are still alive.

Valletta is a city that never sleeps and we
cannot count the number of times we visited '
in the 13-day program. o ' -

Luois Parnis with the President
Marie Louise Coleiro Preca

Louis Parnis with thérime
Minister Joseph Muscat ~ On the 13 September my wife and | were
back to Malta from a cruise to Croatia. |
found myself in a suit in 35 degrees heat catching a bus to visit the Prime Minister at the Auberge de Castile,
Valletta. The meeting was informative and we discussed his visit to Wollongong and the nice drive he endured
from Sydney CBD.

On the 20th of September again finding myself travelling by bus to San Anton Gardens where we met the
President. That day was very hot but the meeting was a beautiful experience and the Presidentd secretary
provided us with a tour of the Palace. This was a great occasion that we will never forget and the Presidentd s
hospitality was tremendous.

Everywhere | went | spoke very highly of the Maltese Community and our ability to try to keep alive the Maltese
culture and traditions here in Australia . The President is always encouraging us, leaders of the communities,
to focus on positive ideas for the good and welfare of the young and older generations. Thanks, Louis Parnis
President G.C.F.C. Wollongong NSW

Find us on facebook.com/frank.scicluna.3/
www.ozmalta.com

u.- MALTESE E-NEWSLETTER

Sewmg the Maltese Iiias_para A

We thank the Maltese Community Councils, the many Maltese
associations in Australia, Canada, UK and USA, readers from Malta, C
and Maltese scattered all over the worltbr their support Your
patronage is greatly appreciated and WE LOVE YOU
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f;m []IL-HAGAR .
HEART OF GOZO Many thanks for sending me

the Maltese Newsletter

FONDAZZJONI BELT VICTORIA which | enjoy reading and
VO/0762 Gozo NGOs Association founder-member which | pass on to one of
Pjazza San Gorg, Victoria VCT 1101 my schoolmates
info@heartofgozo.org.mt 21557504 who now lives in Canada.
God bless youHerbert Lenicker
Pleasekeep me on your
mailing list for
Media Release the Maltese eNewsletter.
I look forward to each issue
Magical Colours Exhibition and send them on to
other members of
Artist Jo Debono is opening his new exhibition of paintings “/lwien our local Maltese Canadian clt
Imsahhra” (=Magical Colours) on level 2 at II-FAGAR museum (Pjazza Dan Brock
San Gorg, Victoria) on Saturday 13 October @ 11am. London, Ontario, Canada.

It can be visited to 28 October 9am to 5pm seven days a week and there
is no entrance fee.

IT IS VERY ENCOURAGIN
TO RECEIVE HUNDREDS /
HUNDREDS OF EMAILS
CONFIRMING THE
SUBSCSCIPTIQN IS NOT
Wirja ta’ Ilwien Imsahhra POSSIBLE FOR US TO RE
TO ALL OF THEM. SO Ol
YOU HAVE WRITTEN TO |
WE SAY TO YOU

Other current exhibitions include Graham Gurr's “Images of the Orient”
(till 19 October), St George Icons and Decorated Postcards.

Fil-Muzew II-HAGAR (Pjazza San Gorg, Victoria) se tinfetah Wirja tal-
artist Jo Debono “Ilwien Imsahhfra” nhar is-Sibt 13 t'Ottubru fil-11am.

lI-hinijiet ikomplu sebat ijiem fil-gimgha bejn id-9am u I-5pm sat-28
t'Ottubru - u m’hemmx hlas tad-dhul. ¢l ! bY h |

5

Esibizzjonijiet kurrenti ohra jinkludu /mages of the Orient ta’ Graham
Gurr's (sad-19 t'Ottubru), lkoni ta’ San Gorg u Kartolini Dekorati.

| onger see her as my
5-7 children born with DS in Malta every year

From left: Francesca, Mariah, Beppe, Nicole, Jordi, Katarina and
Amber. Photos: Tickles and Giggles photograph

Children with Down syndrome go on to live happy, healthy and
successful lives. Yet, outdated notions of the condition still persist,
says Sandra Borg, whose daughter was born with the condition.

One in 100, said the gynaecologist, those were my chances of my

daughter being born with Down syndrome. All the antenatal tests had

shown a healthy growing baby, so | put the thought out of my mind
until, two weeks before her delivery was due, | kept having the same nagging thought.

9
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When Katarina was born, | only had time for a quick look before she was taken away. | could see that

she was beautiful, perfect i and that she had Down syndrome. When we waited for what seemed like

ages and the paediatrician gave us the news officially, it just seemed like the beginning of a journey |

had always somehow known | would take.l could see that she was beautiful, perfect i and that she had

Down syndrome

Those early days were not easy. Some of our dreams came crashing down. My daughter would never

be top of her class i would she get married, would she lead a completely independent life, would she

have to face discrimination, what would become of her after my death? Thoughts and fears came
pbooding in. I thought my heart would break.

But as the days and months passed, Katarina's character started to shine through. Never was there a
bubblier baby. Wherever we went, she smiled and gurgled at people, eliciting smiles and cuddles.

One year later, she is the light of our family. Sure, there are challenges i but slowly she is overcoming

them, as we cheer her on like maniacs at every milestone.

Down syndrome is caused by an extra copy of chromosome 21 (Trisomy 21), the result of a genetic
mutation at the time of conception ,or soon after. It affects people of all ages and races irrespective of
economic levels or culture. It is one of the most frequently occurring chromosomal anomalies found in
humans, occurring approximately once in every 660 births.

According to the Down Syndrome Association Mal tfa,
seven children with Down syndrome are born each year.Despite its relative frequency, a lot of outdated
notions stild/l persist around the condition. W C
says Lawrence Mangion, father of 14-month-old Amber.

iSo that parents of c hiplepgareé and wdetstand wwhat itsneans And that i afn
people understand that <children with this-yearolshdift i
Beppe, who was diagnosed with the condition at birth, lives a full and happy life, with a packed time-

table, says his mother Vanessa Portanier.

fiSchool , ther-apirescahar eatriavities, |l i ke music [fan
timed watching educational videos on ipad and I s
rest of our family members and a few close friends who have been with us on this journey full of
surprises. o0

Three-year-old Francesca Rausi, too, goes to school and has integrated very well in class with other

children, says her mother Michelle.

iShe partiladttiast ssvenmingnreadihg, singing... she loves school and loves being with

her schoolfriends and teachers. She has never i €
learned so much - already she can understand both English and Maltese, she can easily identify
colours, numbers, | etters and she sings along tr
Most parents, particularly in Malta, go through our same journey, with a diagnosis being given at birth.

Like us, most are initially broken by the news, then recover quickly to channel their energy into their

chil drends devebkimgpment and wel |

AAt yrst it wa$ busfrommihag dagwestarted theahallengs and looked for information

and dealt with our newbor n be afout-year-old Madall.s Reubenf] Sg
inWe started with all that had to be done, such ¢s

Now Mariah is doing very well and improving day by day. It is a big challenge for us. But | will do all that

I can for her... Mariah is always happy and very outgoing so she makes you love her more each day.

Of course it helps to know that you are not alone. When Katarina was born, | thought that a piece of my

heart was broken forever. And if | compare her to typical children i or think about the distant future i
sometimes it still f eel shet hmmetanwanyg. oBfuta whsoe fiusl ,t (bs uc
we all on a troubled sea? Does anyone know what the future will bring? A year later, | no longer see her

as my baby with Down Syndrome i and | know | am not alone in this T she is simply Katarina, the child

| always wanted.

This feature first appeared in September's edition of Pink magazine
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Sunday, September 23, 2018, by Dylan Seychell

When computer

Local researchers at the University of
Malta are able to programme computers
to detect people in pictures and to
define their poses. Photo: The People
of Malta/Gatt and Seychell, 2018

Have you ever paused for a moment

and counted the number of cameras you

=) actually own and use? It is fine, you

®f __ may do so now. This probably ranges

W == from digital cameras to webcams and
ol . cameras which are built-in your mobile
phone and tablet. Even more a single device may have more than one camera. As a matter
of fact, many of the latest smartphones have around three cameras with concept phones

indicating that we will be seeing phones with more cameras than that.

What does this mean? First of all, it confirms that from a technological perspective, we
mastered the ability of capturing digital representations of our real world. Cameras have
been with us for centuries and it was only since a few decades ago that photographs and
videos were actually made commercially viable and available. In practice, this meant that
it took humanity 200 years to digitise photography. As Sara Robinson from Google explains,
once everyone started making effective use of digital cameras, we discovered that taking
digital photographs was actually the easy part. The real technological challenge of this
century is enabling computers to understand the content of the images and videos we
capture in our daily lives.

While you are probably wondering why we should bother with having machines understand
what an image contains, let me assure you that, unknowingly, you are expecting computers
to do so (even if that means a fine for over-speeding just out of the Santa Venera tunnels!).
Computer vision is the multi-disciplinarily field of study that is converting this utility device
we call 6camerad i nto t hteakes Hitferemaptrotessiomals workind
together to deliver this ultimate experience; engineers to build and design hardware for
capturing and transmitting visual data, computer scientists to design the most efficient
algorithms, and artificial intelligence specialists to design frameworks that make computers
work a bit more like us humans.

Imagine a CCTV camera monitoring an elderly person living alone and it detects anomalies
in behaviour such as laying on a sofa at a time when that person usually does not and
prompts the person with a message to check whether everything is fine before calling the
emergency service. You may even imagine a drone hovering over our coasts and detecting
plastic bottles, locating them before ending up in the sea, harming the environment.

You may now stop imagining. These are actual projects currently being researched and
developed at the Department of Artificial Intelligence at the University of Malta. This is just
the start of what can be achieved and our undergraduate and postgraduate students are
being equipped with knowledge and skills to build such technology that can make a
difference to humanity.




MALTESE-BREWSLETTER 239 October 2018

Dylan Seychell is a resident academic in the Department of Al at the University of Malta
specialising in computer vision. He is the founder of Ma | t Godgde Developers Group and
tweets on @DylanSeychell.

Mar®@ sewing a bl essing
-~ ///‘ BY LINDY MCNAMARA

From sewing school uniforms through to christening gowns
l for her grandchildren, Mary Bugeja thought she hac
accomplished most things as a dressmaker until she was
—— AOEAA O 1 AEA A T EOOA O Al
ever Catholic celebrations.
Mary Bugeja working in one of the new sewing rooms.
The challenge was set by the Archbishop of Adelaide Wilson who wanted to wear the mitre at the
canonisation of Mary MacKillop in 2010.
He had heard that Mary, who joined the Adelaide Cathedral parish as a sacristan in 2007, was a talented
seamstress and had no hesitation in approaching her with the proposed task.
AfiHe had a |l ot of faith in me and that gave me ¢
but | decided tw®oadgi ve it a go, 0 Mary
Drawing on 35 yearsod6 experience of running a bu
Mary sewed the mitre to perfection and her accomplishment saw many more projects sent her way. In recent
years she has been responsible for producing beautiful chasubles, altar cloths and albs for different
churches within the parish, while also juggling her job as a sacristan.
AiThe sewing here all began when | was washing an
andsoljuststart ed mending them, 0 Mary explained.
AiThen we wer el teekidsweére coming & ltolserve and they had no albs 1 so | asked if | could
get some material and make some.
AiWhen the Archbishop found out about niedfixedamwdithenghe
asked me if | could make a mitre for him for th
A bit |Iike an elf toiling in Santaés workshop,
buildings but as demand grew, she needed to have more space.
inlt got to the point where it was not ideal to
fiJane Garforth was the office manager in the Arc
needed to be explored, but nothing was found to be suitable to deal with the demands of sewing.
AEventually | realised that the upper I evel of t
vacant.
I't wasnod6t being used because the st air cstaed itwassdarkd
and there were cobwebs everywhere but | thought [
Mary and Jane pursued the use of the space with Archbishop Wilson who saw the potential and granted
permission for a new staircase to be built.
The rooms were upgraded and now provide a spacious, well-lit cutting room and a separate sewing room,
complete with domestic and industrial machines. The area was officially blessed by Bishop Elect Charles
Gauci on August 14.
Al dm so grateful to
Al just | ove the sp
money for the Cathe

Aftehbespbpy®wdl sont hbs hbaw
ace and now that we have the
dr al by making garments for
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Sacro Cuor Parish, Sliema, celebrates

recount s h

OQur Lady of the Sacred Heart church became t Slie ¢ «
1918. Photo: Shutterstock

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart parish church, Sliema, better known as Sacro Cuor, is this week marking

100 years since it became the second of SIi emads
preceded by the church of Our Lady Star of the Sea (Stella Maris), which became a parish church in

1878, and was followed by St Gregory the Great church, which became a parish in 1943, and Jesus

of Nazareth parish church in 1973.

The church owes its origin to Dun Pawl Vel-l a, a
increasing population in the 19th century, and the opening of Prince of Wales Road, which led to new
residences in the area, around 1874 Fr Vella felt a call to build a new church for the Maltese province

of the Order of Friars Minor to cater for the spiritual needs of residents in the area.

He formed a committee including himself, Pietru Pawl Galea, Giacchino Ellul, who owned the Imperial

Hot el , Kal Ui don Schembr i and Pawlu Souchet. o
commissioned architect Giovanni Domenico Debono, who designed a church in a Roman-lonic style.

Builders volunteered to work for free on Sundays and feast days to help build the church.

The committee submitted a petition to the Curia, and on May 16, 1877, Archbishop Carmelo Scicluna
and the Cathedral Chapter approved the building of the new church. A mere four days later, a
ceremony was held on the site chosen for the church to mark the start of construction work.

Fr Vella recommended that the new church be givefln
or o6oSaCuror 6, as a national monument mar ki ng b 0t
Pope Pius IX. The first stone of the church was laid on June 3, 1877, to mark his episcopal jubilee.

The altar is surrounded by five paintings by Maltese artist Giuseppe Cali, one of which is his
masterpiece representing St Gerome half naked in the grotto in Bethlehem

The church was built between 1877 and 1881. However, construction work was hampered by a
shortage of funds, and suffered a setback on October 22, 1879, when one of the main pillars on which
the church roof, and eventually the dome, was to rest, cracked. It was realised that the pillars should
have been built using hard Coralline limestone rather than the softer globigerina limestone. After this
incident, the four main pillars and those of the aisle were dismantled and rebuilt.

The church was decorated with gilded sculptures and paintings. The dome features paintings of
Franciscan saints and the ceiling depicts joyful episodes from the life of the Virgin Mary. The altar is
surrounded by five paintings by Maltese artist Giuseppe Cali, one of which is his masterpiece
representing St Gerome half naked in the grotto in Bethlehem.

Artist Gerolamo Darmanin was commissioned to create the statue of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart,
which was ceremoniously brought to the church on June 26, 1881, the day it was consecrated and
opened for worship. A convent for the Franciscans was also built next to the church.
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Designed in a Roman-lonic style by Architect Giovanni Domenico Debono, the church was opened
on June 26, 1881, and enlarged in 1930. Photo: Shutterstock

At the church opening, the Archbishop presented the committee with five conditions: firstly, that the
church and its property be passed on to the Franciscan Order; secondly, that the usufruct of the altar
of St Joseph be retained by the Archbishop; thirdly, that the Archbishop deliver panegyric on the eve
of the titular feast; fourthly, that the superior of the Franciscan community donate not less than two
rotolos of candles to the Archbishop every year on June 1; and finally, that if the church needed to
become a parish, the Franciscans must accept. These conditions were accepted by the Council of the
Franciscan Order on November 12, 1881, and the Order took possession of the church the day after.

An incident took place on the feast day on June 19, 1910, when, during the singing of vespers, a group
of men and youths grabbed the titular statue of the Madonna and quickly took it on a spontaneous
procession and left it on the church parvis. In the subsequent days, a total of 39 men and youths, all
feast enthusiasts, were charged over the incident. Giovanni Micallef, known as ir-Rabti, was

condemned to three daysd imprisonment and i, ovalnn

George Bundy and others were fined.

The following year, two requests were made to the ecclesiastical and civil authorities to give
permission for a procession with the statue to take place. Both were refused. Finally, a petition signed

by 1,150 parishi oner s was submitted to the Franciscans
presented it to Archbishop Pietro Pace who accepted it on April 21, 1911.

The first outdoor feast was celebrated on July 2, amid great enthusiasm. The procession with the
statue proceeded from the church along Strada San Trofimo, Prince of Wales Road, Strada San Piju
V and back up Strada San Trofimo. Since that day the procession has been held for 117 consecutive
years on the first Sunday of July, except for two years during World War Il.

As Sliemabs population continued to expand, t
second parish. The official designation was issued on September 24, 1918, and on September 29,
the church started functioning as a parish with four baptisms being held. In 1930, the church was

enl arged to cater better fanr the parishés increalsi

On the feast day on June 19, 1910, a group of men and youths grabbed the titular statue of the
Madonna and took it out on a spontaneous procession

On June 9, 1940, Italy declared war on England, and Malta heard an air siren wail for the first time.
The parish church suffered two tragedies during the war. One took place on March 17, 1942, at about
8am, when bombs fell on the area near the Sliema police station. Twenty-two people died buried

under the rubble, including Albert Mifsud, a young altar boy who had just served at Mass at Sacro
Cuor church. These victims and another 22 residents who were injured in the incident are
commemorated by a plaque on the wall of the police station.

Fifteen days later, on Ash Wednesday, April 1, 1942, at 3pm, a series of bombs hit the church and
houses on either side of it. The Franciscan convent and the chapel of the Madonna of Pompeii were
destroyed, while the church was heavily damaged. In this incident, another 28 Sliema residents were

killed and 23 others injured. Among those who perished in the attack was Franciscan father Diegu

Gal des. The names of the fallen are | isted in t
war, the church and convent were restored, chapels dedicated to St Paschal Baylo and St Francis of
Assisi were built, as well as a new sacristy. These were inaugurated by Archbishop Michael Gonzi on
November 30, 1950.This article is based on research conducted by Tony Terribile.
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Picture: Liliana Borg - mynews@timesofmalta.com
Picture: Clayton Curmi

Tragedy repeats itself

| Fatal blast in Gk a r 24 ,people had been killed as a result of
fireworks-related accidents in Gozo alone. Historian Eddie Attard
4 £ ;== traced a bloody trail through the decades.

A March 31 1893 Karmnu Grech died in the Gran Kastell at Victoria. The Grech family was one of the first
to manufacture fireworks on the island and, at the time, there were neither fireworks factories nor proper
legislation. Fireworks were manufactured and stored in inhabited places.
AJune 3, 1949: An explosion occurred at the San Lawrenz church centre, where fireworks were being
manufactured and stored without a police permit.
For mos a, 13, and /uUe pp e buMing The threelsafferedvseripus injuriassanddvie
Formosa died nine days after being admitted to hospital.
ASeptember 7,1949: Fr ana&i sku Camilleri, 23, was manufactu
device exploded. He died at the Gozo hospital after suffering serious stomach injuries.
AAugust 19, 1955: A’ man and boy died after an explosion
Schembri, 32, Sal vu F2@ramldaeigormaesd six, wka wereion ti@ipnernises, were
injured. Schembri died at the Gozo hospital three days later and the boy passed away the following day.
AMay 14, 1960: Pawlu Vella, a soldier of the 3rd LAA Regiment, Royal Malta Artillery, was manufacturing
fireworks near the old parish church in Xewkija when something went wrong, causing an explosion. When
the police arrived on the scene, Mr Vella was already dead.
AApril 6, 1963: Following an explosion at Tal-Kk an Ui er a limitenof PxXeeki 2@
Haber were injured but survived.
AAugust 18, 1967: The illegal manufacture of fireworks continued unabated and no one dared to report
that fireworks were being manufactured and
completely wrecked after an explosion at about noon. Mario Saliba, 18, who was on the premises, died. A
man was charged with manslaughter and sentenced to six months imprisonment. The Court of Appeal
reduced the sentence to three months and imposed a fine.
AMay 25, 1968: Carmelo Rapa, 11, from Xewkija, died when he tried to open a petard which he found in a
field. Two boys who were in the vicinity suffered minor injuries. It had been discarded the previous day
during the feast of St John the Baptist at Xewkija. Children used to fill water pipes with the explosive mixture
and ignite them for amusement.
Aduly 15,1974: 1 n t he afternoon of the day after the fealf
some children found a number of petards in an empty well near the local school. After igniting one of the
petards on the spot, the children extracted the contents from another. They then proceeded to the steps
leading to the parish centre and filled a water pipe with explosive material. A fuse was attached to the pipe
and, when it was ignited, Gregory Gambin, 12, died instantly. His brother Anton, 14, was seriously injured.
He was immediately operated upon but died soon after. Two other children suffered serious injuries as a
result of the explosion.
AJune 18, 1984: A n expl osion demolished the Cilia Fi
Owner Toni Cilia, 78, and his son Joseph, 58, both died as a result of the explosion. Another victim was
Joseph Attard, 31, who on that day happened to be there to buy fireworks.
AJuIyl4,1993:A_EuUeppi Cini, 49, and Godwin Cini, 21,
their firewor ks -tfedbcbtuos.y Tihne Qoordtiiens todU t he vi cti ms
each other.
AOctober 23, 1997: Joe Grima and his father-in-law, Mikiel Azzopardi, 52, died after an explosion at a
fireworks factory in Santa Margerita valley, limits of Munxar. In spite of his serious injuries, Mr Azzopardi
managed to walk up to Cilia Fireworks Factory for assistance. In 1980, Mr Azzopardi had lost half of the
palm and some fingers of one of his hands when a petard ignited.
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AJanuary28,2000:Adr ian Agi us, 45, died when working at er
Another man had just left the factory before the explosion.

ASeptember 5, 2010: An expl osion at the Farrugia Brothers [[Fa
an entire family: owner Nenu Farrugia, 67, his two sons Noel, 31, and Raymond, 32, daughter-in-law
Antinette, son-in-law Peter Paul Micallef, 35, and Jean-Pierre Azzopardi, 27, a family friend

4EA OI1¢ O-EOG@ EOII

wins |- 0 Al E-Ropl®ORestival

Posted On September 2, 2018?eport Mario Micallef

O-EO@ EOIT A EI ANN AAEAAGIRT AdQH [PA !

001 ¢ AU -EAEAT A " Al AAhuAABAT-EBDIADSC
E

j 0311 ¢ 1T /&£ OEA 0 AbsbnmodtathePpzrOTeatr (P
Rjal in Valletta. The Festival is a celebration of Maltese song

/1
this Festival which aims to profile the quality of Maltese song.
&EOOO Pl AAA xAT O O OEA Oil¢ 0-EO0Q EOITA EIANN JAA

"""" x| OE O xAOAO AAEEAOET C 11TA80 OAOCPROC
Secondpld A xAT O Oi O-EOQO EEA UOEAO6 EI OAOPOAOGAA AU 3
Vella. 1 i TTC T OEAO AxAOAOh uAEBA I RDEQEARUOGO xA]J O Oijf -
contribution spanning 50 years on the Malta music scene. HAOOAOAAUG O &AOOEOAIl A

greatly enjoyed mterpretatlons by Georgina and Roger Tirazona of excerpts frpm songs composed by Papl
Abelaov®d OEA UAAOO EIT Al OAET ¢ OAOU xAI ETT x1T OITTcCPp I
Ol UUAO " EAxH ABBATIBBABA EI

Sagrada Familia - Work on it has been
ongoing for 136 years and still going

24 September, 2018

Works on the Sagrada Familia basilica in Barcelona, a masterpiece
by architect Antoni Gaudi, have been going on for 136 years.

The basilica, which is recognized by UNESCO as a world heritage sfte,
was never issued with a permit for its works, which are expected to b
concludedby 2026. The only issued document goes back to 1882 whe
the Sant Marti de Provencalsequested the architect to proceed with
the project and register the cathedral in the properties register. Gaudi never obeyed the order and by 199,
the cathedral was isted as a piece of vacant land which is owned by the Barcelona diocese.

In 2015, negotiations had started to regularize the building, which are expected to be announced at the gphd
of this yearz however even if the building is not yet officially regularizd, works will continue on the basilica.

It was revealed in 2007 that eight columns of the cathedral are invading the pavement, however authoritifgs
failed to take action. Some 12,000 tourists visit the basilica daily and it is estimated that some 4.5 rofli
visit the site annually.
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