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The Grand Master Inaugurates New Care Home in the UK     28/09/2018   

The Edwardstow Court care home in Gloucestershire, managed by the Order of Malta in the United 
Kingdom, was officially inaugurated with the delivery of a minibus, donated by the Global Fund for 
Forgotten People, by Grand Master Fraô Giacomo Dalla Torre who also unveiled an inaugural plaque. 

This new centre has four floors offering 48 bedrooms with en-suite bathrooms and various rooms for 
listening to music, for social activities such as painting and cooking or discovering together the traditions 
of other countries. There is also a sensory bathroom to alleviate rheumatic pain and a large garden with 
aromatic herbs and opportunities for gardening. 

These are just some of the features of the new care home, the 72th to be run by the Order of Malta 
through the ñOrders of Saint John Care Trustò; the Trust currently runs 72 care homes and 16 
accommodation schemes in England, providing support and housing to residents and tenants across 
Lincolnshire, Oxfordshire, Gloucestershire, Wiltshire, West Sussex and Suffolk. The centre opened in 
March and will reach its maximum capacity of 48 guests over the coming months. 

The Grand Master wanted to visit the home in person, meeting and chatting with many of the guests 
present, almost all with problems of dementia or convalescing after an operation or an illness. ñIt is a 
great honour to be here today for the opening of this splendid new home. The Sovereign Order of Malta 
has a long experience in offering high-level care and I am truly happy that this tradition is being carried 
on here in Edwardstow Court. I express my warm thanks to all the staff who take care of the guests,ò 
said Fraô Giacomo Dalla Torre at the end of his visit to the centre. 

The minibus delivered to the care home management will allow guests to make regular excursions 
around the beautiful countryside and pretty villages. 

Five locals pledge to serve the Lord 
in the sick and poor  

Joshua and Lindsey Bachman are pictured following their investiture into 
the the Sovereign Military Hospitaller Order of St. John of Jerusalem, of 
Rhodes, and of Malta in Washington, D.C.  Locals Stephen Minnis, 
Michael OôShaughnessy, and Doug Rivard were also invested into the 
order. (Photo courtesy of Lindsey Bachman) 

By Sara Kraft 
ñI had the same feeling I had when I converted to Catholicism, the feeling 
of now being part of something greater than myself,ò explained lawyer 

Joshua Bachman. ñWhen I became Catholic, there was a bigger entity that was calling the shots. Thereôs 
a comfort and joy in that. Through the Knights of Malta, I have a room within the mansion to carry out my 
calling as a Catholic.ò 

https://www.orderofmalta.int/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/IMG_5914.jpg
http://catholickey.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/1110_malta.jpg
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Recently, Joshua Bachman and wife Lindsey, along with Stephen Minnis, Michael OôShaughnessy, and 
Doug Rivard were invested into the Sovereign Military Hospitaller Order of St. John of Jerusalem, of 
Rhodes, and of Malta (known as the Order of Malta for short). The Bachmans, Michael OôShaughnessy, 
and Doug Rivardôs investiture into the Order was held in Washington, D.C. with a Mass including at least 
fifteen bishops and the papal nuncio. 
The Order of Malta is a lay religious order of the Catholic Church with approximately 13,500 Knights and 
Dames located throughout the globe. The Order of Malta dates back to around 1048. It was founded as a 
religious and military order to help sick and injured pilgrims to the Holy Land. As a lay religious order, 
members pledge to obey the laws of the church, defend the faith, and serve our Lord in the sick and the 
poor. Although its roots are ancient, the Order of Malta continues to live this pledge in our modern world. 
ñMy desire to join the Order was due to both an interest in history and desire to provide óhands onô service 
to the poor and the sick,ò explained Visitation parishioner Michael OôShaughnessy, in-house legal counsel 
at Sprint. ñI was always interested in the history of the Church and Medieval times ï fascinated, in 
particular, with the knights and orders during the Crusades in their defense of the Faith and service to its 
members. The Order is different in its focus on serving the poor and the sick and as a spiritual home for 
its members.ò 
Each region of the Order of Malta has its own ministries that it serves. Two regions exist in the Diocese of 
Kansas City-St. Joseph ï the St. Joseph region and a greater Kansas City region, which also includes 
members from the Archdiocese of Kansas City, Kansas. Between the two chapters, there are 
approximately 60 Knights, Dames, and chaplains who serve in over a dozen ministries including the 
Duchesne Clinic, Shalom House, Prison Ministry, Christmas in October, Little Sisters of the Poor, the 
Haven in St. Joseph and the Bishop Sullivan Center Food Kitchen. Recently, an Order of Malta Federal 
Association grant check for $23,107 was awarded to Community Missions Corporation in St. Joseph for 
improvements to help serve the chronically homeless. 
The order has three international projects. Participation in a pilgrimage to Lourdes during which several 
thousand very sick ñmaladiesò enjoy a week of intense prayer and fellowship is requested of each Knight 
and Dame in their first three years of investiture. Additionally, the order operates the Holy Family Hospital 
in Bethlehem, a maternity hospital that serves women of all faiths, and Malteser International, a 
humanitarian relief organization serving disaster victims all around the world. 
ñAbout the time we were asked to check out the order, we were discerning specifically how we could help 
the poor like Jesus asked us,ò explained Lindsey. ñCaring for the poor needs to be a central part of our 
lives. This order addresses that call.ò 
In addition to practicing the corporal works of mercy, the Knights and Dames are quick to credit the Order 
of Malta with transforming their spiritual lives. 
ñThe Knights focus on service to the poor and the sick is not just one of service but of prayer as well,ò 
added Michael. ñThough such prayer and service is not, for lack of a better phrase, óparish bound,ô I readily 
acknowledge that since beginning my spiritual journey with the Order I have become much more involved 
in my parish spiritual activities, including serving as a Eucharistic Minister and participating in retreats.ò 
ñThe order is a helpful construct to do more on a daily basis. It strengthened my relationship with Jesus 
through daily prayer and helped me to have a higher expectation of myself,ò explained pediatric radiologist 
Dr. Doug Rivard. 
The order has a daily prayer the Knights and Dames are encouraged to pray. ñThe charism of the order is 
pilgrimage,ò explained Joshua. He added it encompasses not just the annual pilgrimage to Lourdes, but is 
expanded to include the pilgrimage to sainthood. 
ñI appreciate the mission of Malta to defend the faith and serve the poor,ò explained Stephen Minnis, 
President of Benedictine College in Atchison, Kansas. Stephen is a St. Joseph, Missouri native and alum 
of St. Francis Xavier School and Bishop LeBlond High School. ñThis mission touched my heart and I 
believed it was consistent with my mission and what we are doing at Benedictine College too. In my short 
time with the members of the Knights of Malta, I have been moved by the sincerity of its members and am 
honored to be a part of this historical order in the Church.ò 
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Grand Officer Cross with Swords pro Merito Melitensi awarded 
to Chief of Defence of Lithuania  

 

 
The oldest Christian charitable organisation, more 
than 900 years old Order of Malta has bestowed the 
Grand Officer Cross with Swords pro Merito Melitensi 
on Chief of Defence of Lithuania Lieutenant General 
Arvydas Pocius.  
Lithuaniaôs Chief of Defence was honoured with a high 
decoration for a long-lived logistic support to the campaign 
of the Order of Malta ñMaltese Soupò which aims at calling 
the attention of the society to the old, impoverished or ill 
lonely people. 

  
ñAlthough this honourable award was given to me, it really is a merit of soldiers of the Lithuanian Armed 
Forces. We, soldiers of Lithuania, are an inseparable part of the society, therefore helping our socially 
vulnerable countrymen is our duty,ò said LTG A.Pocius upon accepting the decoration. 
  
ĂLithuanian Armed Forces have proved by deeds that it cares for the weak in the society ï the 
impoverished, the deprived, the old,ò said Ambassador of the Order of Malta in Lithuania baron Christian 
von Bechtolsheim. ñBoth, the leadership and ordinary soldiers of the Lithuanian Armed Forces assisting 
in the ñMaltese Soupò campaign do it actively and with goodwill. These men are not just strong and brave 
but also kind-hearted and sensitive.ò 
  
The Lithuanian Armed Forces have been with the Maltese campaign since its outset in 2006. Soldiers 
help transporting huge military tents to the locations where the soup is distributed, help to put them up, 
stay on guard in such locations, help transporting the soup. The ñMaltese Soupò campaign has already 
become traditional in Vilnius and other cities of Lithuania ï hot soup is distributes to people, they are 
invited to donate for the impoverished and seniors, public music performances are held. The money 
raised is put to the Maltese fund and is used for paying for care and food for senior people. 
  
According to President of the Maltese Order Assistance Council Romas Abuneviļius, another instance 
of cooperation with the Lithuanian Armed Forces is the money raised by the community of the Military 
Academy of Lithuania in Vilnius for providing food for homeless people. The community is constantly 
donating their personal income for buying food and for other Maltese support activities. The most recent 
instance of such cooperation is a social campaign ñMaltese Easterò. The money collected for coffee sold 
at the canteen of the Academy was dedicated for buying food for impoverished seniors. The money 
raised during Social Days for post cards made by children and bought by military personnel were also 
used for that purpose. 
  
The Assistance Council of the Order of Malta was established in Lithuania 1991. Currently it is 
implementing social projects in 28 towns of Lithuania and unites over 800 volunteers. 
  
Spokesperson to the Chief of Defence of Lithuania #ÁÐÔÁÉÎ 4ÏÍÁÓ 0ÁËÁÌÎÉĤËÉÓȟ ÍÏÂÉÌÅ ÐÈÏÎÅ ÎÏȢ ττχϋτ ϊωϋ ϊυφϋυȟ 
00370 682 25359, Email: tomas.pakalniskis@mil.lt 

 

mailto:tomas.pakalniskis@mil.lt
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A tradition fit  for a Queen Maltese/Gozo lace  

Lace making, otherwise known as óil-bizzillaô, is one of Maltaôs oldest and most valued beautiful 
traditions.  Maltese lace is usually made from cream-coloured Spanish 
silk.  However, what makes Maltese lace truly unique is its inclusion of 
the symbolic Maltese cross into the lace pattern.  Discover more about 
the origins of Maltese lace and book your flights to Malta to learn the 
craft for yourself. 

The lace pattern is initially hand drawn on parchment paper, and holes 
are pricked to show where the bobbin pins need to be placed.  The lace 
is then made using various threads which are each tied to a bobbin pin 

to produce beautifully intricate items such as table centre pieces, bridal veils or handkerchiefs. 
 The tradition dates back to the time of the Knights of St John from 1530-1798.  Back then, the bobbin lace 

produced was used as to accessorise the clothing of noblemen.  Due to 
its popularity during this time, the Maltese grew increasingly skilled and 
specialised in the art of lace making.  This craft was often encouraged by 
the Church, as it was also used to embellish the clothing of the 
Clergy.  Lace making, along with other textile crafts such as weaving 
eventually became the main source of income of many rural families in 
Malta and Gozo.  

Lace making almost faced an extinction during the economic depression 
in the 19th century.  Fortunately, the tradition was saved by a handful of 
individuals who strongly supported it.  The first person was Lady Hamilton 
Chichester who sent lacemakers to Malta from Genoa to teach locals how 
to produce Italian bobbin lace.  In the meantime, Dun Guzeppe, a 
designer in Gozo, was busy promoting the production of lace in 
Gozo.  This eventually led to the lace produced in Gozo developing its 
own distinct style. 

However, the most famous admirer of Maltese lace was Queen 
Victoria.  Her love for the delicate Maltese lace led to a considerable 
increase in its popularity.  Incidentally, the Queen sent a piece of the 

intricate fabric to London in 1881, to be displayed at the óExhibition of Industriesô in 1881.  In fact, a close look 
at the statue of Queen Victoria in Republic Square, Valletta reveals a sculpted lace shawl over the Queenôs lap, 
reflecting her love for the crafted fabric.  Maltese lace became so popular at one point that copies of the most 
popular Maltese lace designs were made and sent to China for mass production. 

Nowadays, the tradition is still kept alive throughout Malta and 
Gozo.  However it is by far not as popular and widely practiced as it 
once was.  Nevertheless, by taking a walk through the quieter streets of 
Gozo, you will most likely come across local women making lace on 
their doorstep - a process which is truly fascinating to watch.  

If you would like to try your hand at lace making, traditional Maltese 
lace making courses will be taking place EVERY SUMMER.  These 

will take place at L-Ixtabi Casa Bottega, a traditional Gozitan farmhouse in Gozo, allowing participants to gain 
insight into the calm and tranquil environment which traditional lace makers would have enjoyed in the past.  

Author: Sabine Jung   

https://www.airmalta.com/destinations/malta/best-of-malta/culture/malta-customs-and-traditions
https://www.airmalta.com/flights-to-malta
https://www.airmalta.com/destinations/malta/best-of-malta/gozo-air-malta
https://plus.google.com/106207709895706706911?rel=author
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjZ4ve8o-ndAhUKat4KHaFnBmgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.nationalcostumedolls.com/malta-lace-worker/&psig=AOvVaw3UxLOrbvH60mTsb1ygUvEh&ust=1538621881109401
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Maltese Elderly Thanksgiving Day  in Sydney  -  25th Anniversary. 
Dr. George  M Boffa 

  
The Maltese Elderly Thanksgiving Day has just celebrated a significant milestone, the 25th 
Anniversary.To many in Malta this has no tangible meaning. But not so to the hundreds of senior citizens 
who attended in Sydney today. The generosity and the kindness shown to them today, September 
26th,  is a clear indication of respect, of gratitude and of love by our community.   To the thousands who 
have celebrated the day since its inception, it has remained an indelible memory until death.  
 The symbol chosen for this event by a Maltese nun, Sr Mary Ann Grima, is significant. It is an olive 
tree that is robust and capable of regeneration - a symbol of peace, dialogue and heritage reminiscent 
of the Malta which our elderly left behind.  
 Gratitude and praise are due to many who helped and contributed. The occasion included Mass, 
morning tea, a generous, tasty lunch, music and entertainment. The honour of cutting a beautiful 25th 
Anniversary cake was given to Mrs Catie Mifsud Ellul and Mr Emmanuel Micallef, the two eldest seniors 
present for the occasion. 
 The Maltese Elderly Thanksgiving Day  offers  the warm experience of making new friendships and 
renewing of old ones. There is also the deep satisfaction of having oneôs contribution to society publicly 
acknowledged.  
Mass this year was concelebrated by Fr Noel Bianco MSSP, one of our dedicated migrantsô chaplains 
and by Fr Anthony Bayada P.P of San Lawrenz, who hails from Xaghra, in Gozo. 
 Mrs Antoinette Mascari proved to be an energetic M.C. 
 Maltese Elderly Thanksgiving Day, the inspiration of Sr Grima, now unfortunately ill for some time, 
flowed from the International Year of the Family. Sister Mary Ann wanted to honour the elderly who are 
often hardly remembered, barely recognised, and little appreciated or thanked for their contribution to 
the establishment of the Maltese community in Australia and to the development of our new country, 
Australia.  Help comes from many sources including Maltese businessmen. Sr Grimaôs approach was 
simple and direct. She told businessmen that the Maltese community contributed much  
 to their success and it was appropriate that they should give something in return . Thankfully, some 
firms remain highly generous. 
 When the first Maltese Elderly Thanksgiving Day was organised about 100 people responded and 
enjoyed the day together. At that time, there were different reactions the leaders of the Maltese 
community. 
Some were pessimistic and discouraging. They thought that the flames of enthusiasm of the first effort 
would quickly die out. They were very wrong. Others, a few, accepted Sr Grimaôs invitation keenly and 
continue to lend their support and encouragement with significant success and benefit for many. Over 
the years others  have joined in. With none seeking recognition, praise or personal advancement, these 
good people have certainly travelled and arrived with honour and great merit.  
  
So much so , that when the Hon Ken Wyatt A.M.  Federal Minister for the Aged Care  learnt of the 
occasion, he sent a beautiful  letter of congratulations to the President and Members of the Maltese 
Elderly Thanksgiving Day Committee.  
  
The ministerôs letter was rightly given due mention during the celebration. The occasion celebrates and 
acknowledges the contribution of the elderly Maltese migrants and remembers those among them who 
are forgotten and abandoned. Some have, from the very first, supported Sr Grimaôs  mission and that 
of her worthy helpers. This year, the 25th Anniversary, certificates of gratitude were presented to 
benefactors and contributors. Lawrence Buhagiar, Consul General, and George Boffa, Patron of the 
M.E.T.D.  presented the certificates. 
 It is important to remember that there are needs; that there is loneliness and other heavy burdens, not 
rarely including the pain of abandonment, particularly among elderly migrants. These needs, these sad 
situations, are often hidden and remain unknown to visiting dignitaries from Malta.  
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Should you wish to help or to get in touch, the e-mail address of the Maltese Elderly Thanksgiving Day 
Committee is metd@live.com.au 

C I T T A D E L L A  
V I S I T O R S õ  

C E N T R E  
R E C E I V E S  

P R E S T I G I O U S  
T E A  T H E A  

A W A R D  
Sarnerôs distinguished work on 

the Cittadella Visitorsô Centre has been rewarded with the themed entertainment industries top honour ï a 
TEA Thea Award for Outstanding Achievement. The award, which recognises outstanding achievements in 
the creation of compelling places and experiences recognises the consistent level of high quality work that 
was put into this project. Other Thea-honoured attractions this year included óPandora ï The World of Avatarô 
at Disneyôs Animal Kingdom at Walt Disney World in Orlando, Jameson Distillery Bow St. in Dublin and the 
DreamWorks Animation Zone at MOTIONGATEÊ Dubai, so the Cittadella Visitorsô Centre was in extremely 
good company.    
The award was accepted on behalf of the Cittadella Visitorsô Centre by a very special guest, H.E. Mr Pierre 
Clive Agius, Ambassador of the Republic of Malta to America, along with Ross Magri, Managing Director 
of Sarner International. H.E. Mr Pierre Clive Agius was delighted with the award, commenting: ñWe are all 
very proud of the Cittadella and I want to personally congratulate everyone involved, not only for receiving this 
award but for the beautiful work you all did.ò  
Sarner worked closely with architect Martin Xuereb and the Ministry for Gozo, utilising the carefully designed 
structure of the reservoir and resulting in a visually striking walk through exhibition that draws the visitor 
deeper and deeper within the building whilst highlighting the characteristics of this unique site  
This combination of history and technology made a material impression on the TEA Thea Awards Committee 
helping Cittadella Visitorsô Centre being named for this prestigious award. The Thea Committee stated that 
ñwhat makes this project so special is the combination of traditional exhibition techniques, exceptional 
storytelling and the 360Á show finale, within the unique settingò. 

 

Foreign workers should 
learn to speak Maltese  

Foreign members of staff at Mater Dei 
Hospital are obliged to undergo a course in 
basic Maltese, in order to be able to carry out 
their duties in Malta. The course is offered by 
the Department of Maltese at the University of 
Malta, and focuses on medical Maltese. 

Dr. Michael Spagnol from the Department of Maltese stated this morning on the TVAM programme 
that the course is aimed at foreign workers and medical students who come into contact with patients. 
Dr Spagnol added that it is included in the contract that if they fail the examinations, they can no longer 
work in Maltese hospitals.  This is what Dr Spagnol stated about the Maltese language being taught to 
foreign workers: 

 

mailto:metd@live.com.au


MALTESE  E-NEWSLETTER 239                                                       October 2018 

8 
 
 

 

 

MR LOUIS PARNIS  

PRESIDENT OF THE GEORGE 

CROSS FALCONS C OMMUNITY 

CENTRE  OF WOLLONGONG  VISITS 

MALTA  

Our visitation to Malta was overwhelming 

and enjoyable. 

 I was born in Marsa and migrated to 

Australia in 1973. Although we have been 

back to Malta twice this time we saw many 

changes and  our experiences were of great 

admiration and we have seen that  the 

culture and traditions are  still alive. 

 
Valletta is a city that never sleeps and we 
cannot count the number of times we visited 
in the 13-day program. 
 
On the 13 September my wife and I were 
back to Malta from a cruise to Croatia.  I 

found myself in a suit in 35 degrees heat catching a bus to visit the Prime Minister at the Auberge de Castile, 
Valletta. The meeting was informative and we discussed his visit to Wollongong and the nice drive he endured 
from Sydney CBD. 
 
On the 20th of September again finding myself travelling by bus to San Anton Gardens where we met the 
President. That day was very hot but the meeting was a beautiful experience and the Presidentôs secretary 
provided us with a tour of the Palace. This was a great occasion that we will never forget and the Presidentôs 
hospitality was tremendous. 
 
Everywhere I went I spoke very highly of the Maltese Community and our ability to try to keep alive the Maltese 
culture and traditions here in Australia . The President is always encouraging us, leaders of the communities,  
to focus on positive ideas for the good and welfare of the young and older generations.  Thanks, Louis Parnis 
President G.C.F.C. Wollongong NSW 

 

We tthasnk 

Louis Parnis with the Prime 
Minister Joseph Muscat 

Luois Parnis with the President 
Marie Louise Coleiro Preca 

We thank the Maltese Community Councils, the many Maltese 

associations in Australia, Canada, UK and USA, readers from Malta, Gozo 

and Maltese scattered all over the world for their support.  Your 

patronage is greatly appreciated and WE LOVE YOU 
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 'I no longer see her as my baby with Down Syndrome' 
5-7 children born with DS in Malta every year 
 

From left: Francesca, Mariah, Beppe, Nicole, Jordi, Katarina and 
Amber. Photos: Tickles and Giggles photography  
Children with Down syndrome go on to live happy, healthy and 
successful lives. Yet, outdated notions of the condition still persist, 
says Sandra Borg, whose daughter was born with the condition. 
 
One in 100, said the gynaecologist, those were my chances of my 
daughter being born with Down syndrome. All the antenatal tests had 
shown a healthy growing baby, so I put the thought out of my mind 

until, two weeks before her delivery was due, I kept having the same nagging thought. 

Many thanks for sending me 

the Maltese  Newsletter 

which I enjoy reading and 

which I pass on to one of 

my schoolmates 

who now lives in Canada.  

God bless you  Herbert Lenicker 

Please keep me on your 
mailing list for 

the Maltese e-Newsletter. 
 I look forward to each issue 

 and send them on to  
other members of 

 our local Maltese Canadian club.  
  Dan Brock     

London, Ontario, Canada. 

 

IT IS VERY ENCOURAGING 

TO RECEIVE HUNDREDS AND 

HUNDREDS OF EMAILS 

CONFIRMING THE 

SUBSCSCIPTION ς IT IS NOT 

POSSIBLE FOR US TO REPLY 

TO ALL OF THEM.  SO OIF 

YOU HAVE WRITTEN TO US 

WE SAY TO YOU 

ά¢I!bY ¸h¦έ 
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When Katarina was born, I only had time for a quick look before she was taken away. I could see that 
she was beautiful, perfect ï and that she had Down syndrome. When we waited for what seemed like 
ages and the paediatrician gave us the news officially, it just seemed like the beginning of a journey I 
had always somehow known I would take.I could see that she was beautiful, perfect ï and that she had 
Down syndrome 
Those early days were not easy. Some of our dreams came crashing down. My daughter would never 
be top of her class ï would she get married, would she lead a completely independent life, would she 
have to face discrimination, what would become of her after my death? Thoughts and fears came 
þooding in. I thought my heart would break. 
But as the days and months passed, Katarina's character started to shine through. Never was there a 
bubblier baby. Wherever we went, she smiled and gurgled at people, eliciting smiles and cuddles. 
One year later, she is the light of our family. Sure, there are challenges ï but slowly she is overcoming 
them, as we cheer her on like maniacs at every milestone. 
Down syndrome is caused by an extra copy of chromosome 21 (Trisomy 21), the result of a genetic 
mutation at the time of conception ,or soon after. It affects people of all ages and races irrespective of 
economic levels or culture. It is one of the most frequently occurring chromosomal anomalies found in 
humans, occurring approximately once in every 660 births. 
According to the Down Syndrome Association Malta, in Malta it is recorded that approximately ýve to 
seven children with Down syndrome are born each year.Despite its relative frequency, a lot of outdated 
notions still persist around the condition. ñWe would like for people to understand the condition better,ò 
says Lawrence Mangion, father of 14-month-old Amber. 
ñSo that parents of children with this condition are prepared and understand what it means. And that 
people understand that children with this condition are just like all the other children.ò Four-year-old 
Beppe, who was diagnosed with the condition at birth, lives a full and happy life, with a packed time-
table, says his mother Vanessa Portanier. 
ñSchool, therapies and extra-curricular activities, like music and swimming. He also enjoys his óbreak 
timeô watching educational videos on ipad and also meeting people. He adores his grandparents, the 
rest of our family members and a few close friends who have been with us on this journey full of 
surprises.ò 
Three-year-old Francesca Rausi, too, goes to school and has integrated very well in class with other 
children, says her mother Michelle. 
ñShe participates in all activities, swimming, reading, singing... she loves school and loves being with 
her schoolfriends and teachers. She has never cried because she didnôt want to go to school. She has 
learned so much - already she can understand both English and Maltese, she can easily identify 
colours, numbers, letters and she sings along with nursery rhymes.ò 
Most parents, particularly in Malta, go through our same journey, with a diagnosis being given at birth. 
Like us, most are initially broken by the news, then recover quickly to channel their energy into their 
childrenôs development and well-being. 
ñAt ýrst it was a big shock for us ï but from that day we started the challenge and looked for information 
and dealt with our newborn beauty,ò says Reuben Spiteri, father of four-year-old Mariah. 
ñWe started with all that had to be done, such as therapy, talks and all we could do to reach new goals... 
Now Mariah is doing very well and improving day by day. It is a big challenge for us. But I will do all that 
I can for her... Mariah is always happy and very outgoing so she makes you love her more each day. 
Of course it helps to know that you are not alone. When Katarina was born, I thought that a piece of my 
heart was broken forever. And if I compare her to typical children ï or think about the distant future ï 
sometimes it still feels that way. But who is to deýne the meaning of a useful, successful life? And arenôt 
we all on a troubled sea? Does anyone know what the future will bring? A year later, I no longer see her 
as my baby with Down Syndrome ï and I know I am not alone in this ï she is simply Katarina, the child 
I always wanted. 
 
This feature first appeared in September's edition of Pink magazine 
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Sunday, September 23, 2018, by Dylan Seychell  

When computers see 
 

Local researchers at the University of 
Malta are able to programme computers 
to detect people in pictures and to 
define their poses. Photo: The People 
of Malta/Gatt and Seychell, 2018  

Have you ever paused for a moment 
and counted the number of cameras you 
actually own and use? It is f ine, you 
may do so now.  This probably ranges 
from digital cameras to webcams and 
cameras which are built- in your mobile 

phone and tablet. Even more, a single device may have more than one camera. As a matter 
of fact, many of the latest smartphones have around three cameras with concept phones 
indicating that we will be seeing phones with more cameras than that.  

What does this mean? First of all, it confirms that from a technological perspective, we 
mastered the ability of capturing digital  representations of our real world.   Cameras have 
been with us for centuries and it was only since a few decades ago that photographs and 
videos were actually made commercially viable and available.   In practice, this meant that 
it took humanity 200 years to digitise photography. As Sara Robinson from Google explains, 
once everyone started making effective use of digital cameras, we discovered that taking 
digital photographs was actually the easy part. The real technological challenge of this 
century is enabling computers to understand the content of the images and videos we 
capture in our daily lives.  

While you are probably wondering why we should bother with having machines understand 
what an image contains, let me assure you that, unknowingly, you are expecting computers 
to do so (even if that means a fine for over-speeding just out of the Santa Venera tunnels!). 
Computer vision is the multi-disciplinarily f ield of study that is converting this utility device 
we call ócameraô into the ultimate input device. It takes different professionals working 
together to deliver this ult imate experience; engineers to build and design hardware for 
capturing and transmitting visual data, computer scientists to design the most efficient 
algorithms, and artif icial intelligence specialists to design frameworks that make computers 
work a bit more like us humans. 

Imagine a CCTV camera monitoring an elderly person living alone and it detects anomalies 
in behaviour such as laying on a sofa at a time when that person usually does  not and 
prompts the person with a message to check whether everything is f ine before calling the 
emergency service. You may even imagine a drone hovering over our coasts and detecting 
plastic bottles, locating them before ending up in the sea, harming the  environment. 

You may now stop imagining. These are actual projects currently being researched and 
developed at the Department of Artif icial Intelligence at the University of Malta. This is just 
the start of what can be achieved and our undergraduate and postgraduate students are 
being equipped with knowledge and skills to build such technology that can make a 
difference to humanity.  



MALTESE  E-NEWSLETTER 239                                                       October 2018 

12 
 
 

 

Dylan Seychell is a resident academic in the Department of AI at the University of Malta 
specialising in computer vision. He is the founder of Maltaôs Google Developers Group and 
tweets on @DylanSeychell.  

Maryõs sewing a blessing 

BY LINDY MCNAMARA 

From sewing school uniforms through to christening gowns 
for her grandchildren, Mary Bugeja thought she had 
accomplished most things as a dressmaker ɀ until she was 
ÁÓËÅÄ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ Á ÍÉÔÒÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ×ÏÒÎ ÁÔ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁȭÓ ÌÁÒÇÅÓÔ 
ever Catholic celebrations.  
 Mary Bugeja working in one of the new sewing rooms.  

The challenge was set by the Archbishop of Adelaide Wilson who wanted to wear the mitre at the 
canonisation of Mary MacKillop in 2010. 
He had heard that Mary, who joined the Adelaide Cathedral parish as a sacristan in 2007, was a talented 
seamstress and had no hesitation in approaching her with the proposed task. 
ñHe had a lot of faith in me and that gave me confidence. I had certainly never made one of those before, 
but I decided to give it a go,ò Mary said. 
Drawing on 35 yearsô experience of running a business which made uniforms for schools around Adelaide, 
Mary sewed the mitre to perfection and her accomplishment saw many more projects sent her way. In recent 
years she has been responsible for producing beautiful chasubles, altar cloths and albs for different 
churches within the parish, while also juggling her job as a sacristan. 
ñThe sewing here all began when I was washing and ironing clothing for the Cathedral and zips would break, 
and so I just started mending them,ò Mary explained. 
ñThen we were short of albs ï the kids were coming in to serve and they had no albs ï so I asked if I could 
get some material and make some. 
ñWhen the Archbishop found out about my sewing, he had other things that he wanted fixed and then he 
asked me if I could make a mitre for him for the Mary MacKillop canonisation.ò 
A bit like an elf toiling in Santaôs workshop, Mary, 72, made do with the facilities available in the Cathedral 
buildings but as demand grew, she needed to have more space. 
ñIt got to the point where it was not ideal to work in such a restricted environment. 
ñJane Garforth was the office manager in the Archdiocese at the time and recognised that a different venue 
needed to be explored, but nothing was found to be suitable to deal with the demands of sewing. 
ñEventually I realised that the upper level of the sacristy could be a possible option because two rooms were 
vacant. 
It wasnôt being used because the staircase was deemed too dangerous. ñIt was in a bad state ï it was dark 
and there were cobwebs everywhere but I thought it could work,ò she said. 
Mary and Jane pursued the use of the space with Archbishop Wilson who saw the potential and granted 
permission for a new staircase to be built. 
The rooms were upgraded and now provide a spacious, well-lit cutting room and a separate sewing room, 
complete with domestic and industrial machines. The area was officially blessed by Bishop Elect Charles 
Gauci on August 14. 
ñIôm so grateful to Archbishop Wilson for the role he played in this new sewing room,ò Mary said. 
ñI just love the space and now that we have the industrial machines there is the potential to generate 
money for the Cathedral by making garments for other churches.ò 
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Sacro Cuor Parish, Sliema, celebrates 
its centenary 

Joseph Grech recounts the history of Sliemaôs 

second parish 

 

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart church became the second of Sliemaôs four parishes on September 24, 
1918. Photo: Shutterstock  

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart parish church, Sliema, better known as Sacro Cuor, is this week marking 
100 years since it became the second of Sliemaôs four parishes on September 24, 1918. It was 
preceded by the church of Our Lady Star of the Sea (Stella Maris), which became a parish church in 
1878, and was followed by St Gregory the Great church, which became a parish in 1943, and Jesus 
of Nazareth parish church in 1973. 

The church owes its origin to Dun Pawl Vella, a priest from Valletta. Seeing Sliemaôs ever-
increasing  population in the 19th century, and the opening of Prince of Wales Road, which led to new 
residences in the area, around 1874 Fr Vella felt a call to build a new church for the Maltese province 
of the Order of Friars Minor to cater for the spiritual needs of residents in the area. 

He formed a committee including himself, Pietru Pawl Galea, Giacchino Ellul, who owned the Imperial 
Hotel, KalǙidon Schembri and Pawlu Souchet. The committee drew up plans to raise funds and 
commissioned architect Giovanni Domenico Debono, who designed a church in a Roman-Ionic style. 
Builders volunteered to work for free on Sundays and feast days to help build the church. 

The committee submitted a petition to the Curia, and on May 16, 1877, Archbishop Carmelo Scicluna 
and the Cathedral Chapter approved the building of the new church. A mere four days later, a 
ceremony was held on the site chosen for the church to mark the start of construction work. 

Fr Vella recommended that the new church be given the title óOur Lady of the Sacred Heart of Jesusô, 
or óSacro Cuorô, as a national monument marking the 50th anniversary of the episcopal ordination of 
Pope Pius IX. The first stone of the church was laid on June 3, 1877, to mark his episcopal jubilee. 

The altar is surrounded by five paintings by Maltese artist Giuseppe Calì, one of which is his 
masterpiece representing St Gerome half naked in the grotto in Bethlehem 

The church was built between 1877 and 1881. However, construction work was hampered by a 
shortage of funds, and suffered a setback on October 22, 1879, when one of the main pillars on which 
the church roof, and eventually the dome, was to rest, cracked. It was realised that the pillars should 
have been built using hard Coralline limestone rather than the softer globigerina limestone. After this 
incident, the four main pillars and those of the aisle were dismantled and rebuilt. 

The church was decorated with gilded sculptures and paintings. The dome features paintings of 
Franciscan saints and the ceiling depicts joyful episodes from the life of the Virgin Mary. The altar is 
surrounded by five paintings by Maltese artist Giuseppe Calì, one of which is his masterpiece 
representing St Gerome half naked in the grotto in Bethlehem. 

Artist Gerolamo Darmanin was commissioned to create the statue of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, 
which was ceremoniously brought to the church on June 26, 1881, the day it was consecrated and 
opened for worship. A convent for the Franciscans was also built next to the church. 
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Designed in a Roman-Ionic style by Architect Giovanni Domenico Debono, the church was opened 
on June 26, 1881, and enlarged in 1930. Photo: Shutterstock 

At the church opening, the Archbishop presented the committee with five conditions: firstly, that the 
church and its property be passed on to the Franciscan Order; secondly, that the usufruct of the altar 
of St Joseph be retained by the Archbishop; thirdly, that the Archbishop deliver panegyric on the eve 
of the titular feast; fourthly, that the superior of the Franciscan community donate not less than two 
rotolos of candles to the Archbishop every year on June 1; and finally, that if the church needed to 
become a parish, the Franciscans must accept. These conditions were accepted by the Council of the 
Franciscan Order on November 12, 1881, and the Order took possession of the church the day after. 

An incident took place on the feast day on June 19, 1910, when, during the singing of vespers, a group 
of men and youths grabbed the titular statue of the Madonna and quickly took it on a spontaneous 
procession and left it on the church parvis. In the subsequent days, a total of 39 men and youths, all 
feast enthusiasts, were charged over the incident. Giovanni Micallef, known as ir-Rabti, was 
condemned to three daysô imprisonment and Giovanni Suda two days, while ǢuŨeppi Schembri, 
George Bundy and others were fined. 

The following year, two requests were made to the ecclesiastical and civil authorities to give 
permission for a procession with the statue to take place. Both were refused. Finally, a petition signed 
by 1,150 parishioners was submitted to the Franciscans. The Father Guardian, Fr FeliǙ Grima, 
presented it to Archbishop Pietro Pace who accepted it on April 21, 1911. 

The first outdoor feast was celebrated on July 2, amid great enthusiasm. The procession with the 
statue proceeded from the church along Strada San Trofimo, Prince of Wales Road, Strada San Piju 
V and back up Strada San Trofimo. Since that day the procession has been held for 117 consecutive 
years on the first Sunday of July, except for two years during World War II. 

As Sliemaôs population continued to expand, the need was felt for Sacro Cuor to be made Sliemaôs 
second parish. The official designation was issued on September 24, 1918, and on September 29, 
the church started functioning as a parish with four baptisms being held.  In 1930, the church was 
enlarged to cater better for the parishôs increasing population. 

On the feast day on June 19, 1910, a group of men and youths grabbed the titular statue of the 
Madonna and took it out on a spontaneous procession 

On June 9, 1940, Italy declared war on England, and Malta heard an air siren wail for the first time. 
The parish church suffered two tragedies during the war. One took place on March 17, 1942, at about 
8am, when bombs fell on the area near the Sliema police station. Twenty-two people died buried 
under the rubble, including Albert Mifsud, a young altar boy who had just served at Mass at Sacro 
Cuor church. These victims and another 22 residents who were injured in the incident are 
commemorated by a plaque on the wall of the police station. 

Fifteen days later, on Ash Wednesday, April 1, 1942, at 3pm, a series of bombs hit the church and 
houses on either side of it. The Franciscan convent and the chapel of the Madonna of Pompeii were 
destroyed, while the church was heavily damaged. In this incident, another 28 Sliema residents were 
killed and 23 others injured. Among those who perished in the attack was Franciscan father Diegu 
Galdes. The names of the fallen are listed in the parish churchôs chapel of the sacrament.After the 
war, the church and convent were restored, chapels dedicated to St Paschal Baylo and St Francis of 
Assisi were built, as well as a new sacristy. These were inaugurated by Archbishop Michael Gonzi on 
November 30, 1950.This article is based on research conducted by Tony Terribile. 
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Tragedy repeats itself 
Fatal blast in Gǩarb, 24 people had been killed as a result of 
fireworks-related accidents in Gozo alone. Historian Eddie Attard 
traced a bloody trail through the decades. 

Å March 31, 1893: Karmnu Grech died in the Gran Kastell at Victoria. The Grech family was one of the first 
to manufacture fireworks on the island and, at the time, there were neither fireworks factories nor proper 
legislation. Fireworks were manufactured and stored in inhabited places. 
Å June 3, 1949: An explosion occurred at the San Lawrenz church centre, where fireworks were being 
manufactured and stored without a police permit. At the time of the explosion, ŧarenu Formosa, 21, Victor 
Formosa, 13, and ǢuŨeppi Mizzi, 18, were inside the building. The three suffered serious injuries and Mr 
Formosa died nine days after being admitted to hospital. 
Å September 7, 1949: Franǣisku Camilleri, 23, was manufacturing a petard in a tin can at Qala when the 
device exploded. He died at the Gozo hospital after suffering serious stomach injuries. 
Å August 19, 1955: A man and boy died after an explosion at the Fontana Catholic Centre. ǢuŨeppi 
Schembri, 32, Salvu Formosa, 40, Ǣanni Cini, 22, and Toni Formosa, six, who were on the premises, were 
injured. Schembri died at the Gozo hospital three days later and the boy passed away the following day. 
Å May 14, 1960: Pawlu Vella, a soldier of the 3rd LAA Regiment, Royal Malta Artillery, was manufacturing 
fireworks near the old parish church in Xewkija when something went wrong, causing an explosion. When 
the police arrived on the scene, Mr Vella was already dead. 
Å April 6, 1963: Following an explosion at Tal-ǨanŨiera, limits of Xewkija, Marjannu Pace, 20, and RoŨa 
Haber were injured but survived. 
Å August 18, 1967: The illegal manufacture of fireworks continued unabated and no one dared to report 
that fireworks were being manufactured and stored at the Catholic Action Centre in ŧebbuǣ. The centre was 
completely wrecked after an explosion at about noon. Mario Saliba, 18, who was on the premises, died. A 
man was charged with manslaughter and sentenced to six months imprisonment. The Court of Appeal 
reduced the sentence to three months and imposed a fine. 
Å May 25, 1968: Carmelo Rapa, 11, from Xewkija, died when he tried to open a petard which he found in a 
field. Two boys who were in the vicinity suffered minor injuries. It had been discarded the previous day 
during the feast of St John the Baptist at Xewkija. Children used to fill water pipes with the explosive mixture 
and ignite them for amusement. 
Å July 15, 1974: In the afternoon of the day after the feast of Our Lady of Assistance celebrated in KerǙem, 
some children found a number of petards in an empty well near the local school. After igniting one of the 
petards on the spot, the children extracted the contents from another. They then proceeded to the steps 
leading to the parish centre and filled a water pipe with explosive material. A fuse was attached to the pipe 
and, when it was ignited, Gregory Gambin, 12, died instantly. His brother Anton, 14, was seriously injured. 
He was immediately operated upon but died soon after. Two other children suffered serious injuries as a 
result of the explosion. 
Å June 18, 1984: An explosion demolished the Cilia Fireworks Factory in Taô ŧabetta, limits of Sannat. 
Owner Toni Cilia, 78, and his son Joseph, 58, both died as a result of the explosion. Another victim was 
Joseph Attard, 31, who on that day happened to be there to buy fireworks. 
Å July 14, 1993: ǢuŨeppi Cini, 49, and Godwin Cini, 21, lost their lives while manufacturing explosives at 
their fireworks factory in Qortin taŨ-ŧebbuǣ. The bodies of the victims were found some distance away from 
each other. 
Å October 23, 1997: Joe Grima and his father-in-law, Mikiel Azzopardi, 52, died after an explosion at a 
fireworks factory in Santa Margerita valley, limits of Munxar. In spite of his serious injuries, Mr Azzopardi 
managed to walk up to Cilia Fireworks Factory for assistance. In 1980, Mr Azzopardi had lost half of the 
palm and some fingers of one of his hands when a petard ignited. 
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Å January 28, 2000: Adrian Agius, 45, died when working at KerǙemôs 15 taô Awissu Vampa taô Ljun factory. 
Another man had just left the factory before the explosion. 
Å September 5, 2010: An explosion at the Farrugia Brothers Factory in Gǩarb rocks Gozo and wiped out 
an entire family: owner Nenu Farrugia, 67, his two sons Noel, 31, and Raymond, 32, daughter-in-law 
Antinette, son-in-law Peter Paul Micallef, 35, and Jean-Pierre Azzopardi, 27, a family friend  

 

4ÈÅ ÓÏÎÇ Ȱ-ÈÕØ ËÕÌÍÁ ÊÌÅÑÑ ÄÅÈÅÂȱ 
wins l -'üÁÎÊÁ ÔÁÌ-Poplu Festival  
Posted On September 2, 2018   Report:  Mario Micallef 

Ȱ-ÈÕØ ËÕÌÍÁ ÊÌÅÑÑ ÄÅÈÅÂȱȟ ɉȰ.ÏÔ !ÌÌ 4ÈÁÔ 'ÌÉÔÔÅÒÓ ÉÓ 'ÏÌÄȱɊȟ Á ÓÏÎÇ 
ÓÕÎÇ ÂÙ -ÉÃÈÅÌÁ 'ÁÌÅÁȟ ÈÁÓ ×ÏÎ ÔÈÅ &ÅÓÔÉÖÁÌ Ȱ,-'üÁÎÊÁ ÔÁÌ-0ÏÐÌÕȱ 
ɉȰ3ÏÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÅÏÐÌÅȱɊ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÈÅÌÄ last month at the Pjazza Teatru 
Rjal in Valletta. The Festival is a celebration of Maltese song. 

/Î Á ÓÕÍÍÅÒȭÓ ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÅÍÐÅÒÁÔÕÒÅÓ ÓÌightly cooler, the Pjazza Teatru Rjal held the 42nd edition of 
this Festival which aims to profile the quality of Maltese song. 

&ÉÒÓÔ ÐÌÁÃÅ ×ÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÎÇ Ȱ-ÈÕØ ËÕÌÍÁ ÊÌÅÑÑ ÄÅÈÅÂȱ ÓÕÎÇ ÂÙ -ÉÃÈÅÌÁ 'ÁÌÅÁȟ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÂÙ %ÍÉÌ #ÁÌÌÅÊÁ "ÁÙÌÉÓÓ 
ÁÎÄ 2ÅÎÁÔÏ "ÒÉÆÆÁȭÓ Íusic. The song reflects that sometimes appearances are deceptive and something that 
seems to glitter may in reality be greatly different. It also emphasises that to achieve success one has to be 
ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ×ÏÒË ÔÏ×ÁÒÄÓ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÉÎÇ ÏÎÅȭÓ ÔÁÒÇÅÔÓȢ 

Second plaÃÅ ×ÅÎÔ ÔÏ Ȱ-ÈÕØ ËÉÆ üÓÉÂÔȱ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÅÄ ÂÙ $×ÅÔÔȟ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÔÈÉÒÄ ÐÌÁÃÅÄ ×ÁÓ Ȱ!ÌÌÕÒÁȱ ÓÕÎÇ ÂÙ 0ÈÉÌÉÐ 
Vella.  !ÍÏÎÇ ÏÔÈÅÒ Á×ÁÒÄÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÒÉÔÏÒÉÏÕÓ Ȱ,-'üÁÎÊÁ ÌÉ 4ÉÂÑÛȱ ×ÅÎÔ ÔÏ -ÁÅÓÔÒÏ 0ÁÕÌ !ÂÅÌÁ ÆÏÒ ÈÉÓ 
contribution spanning 50 years on the Malta music scene. In ÙÅÓÔÅÒÄÁÙȭÓ &ÅÓÔÉÖÁÌ ÆÉÎÁÌÓȟ !ÂÅÌÁȟ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ 
with Maestro Joe Brown, directed the Malta Concert Orchestra made up of 40 musicians. The audience 
greatly enjoyed interpretations by Georgina and Roger Tirazona of excerpts from songs composed by Paul 
Abela oveÒ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÖÅÒÙ ×ÅÌÌ ËÎÏ×Î ÓÏÎÇÓ ÌÉËÅ Ȱ+ÅÍÍ ÈÕ ÓÁÂÉüȱȟ Ȱ4ÆÁÊÊÅÌ êËÅÊËÅÎȱȟ Ȱ4ÅÍÁȱ ÁÎÄ 
Ȱ,-!üüÁÒ "ÉÄ×É Æȭ7ÉÅÄ ÉÌ-'üÁÓÅÌȱȢ 

 

Sagrada Familia - Work on it has been 
ongoing for 136 years  and still going   
 24 September, 2018  

Works on the Sagrada Familia basilica in Barcelona,  a masterpiece 
by architect Antoni Gaudí, have been going on for 136 years. 

The basilica, which is recognized by UNESCO as a world heritage site, 
was never issued with a permit for its works, which are expected to be 
concluded by 2026.  The only issued document goes back to 1882 when 
the Sant Martí de Provençals requested the architect to proceed with 

the project and register the cathedral in the properties register. Gaudí never obeyed the order and by 1995, 
the cathedral was listed as a piece of vacant land which is owned by the Barcelona diocese. 

In 2015, negotiations had started to regularize the building, which are expected to be announced at the end 
of this year ɀ however even if the building is not yet officially regularized, works will continue on the basilica. 
It was revealed in 2007 that eight columns of the cathedral are invading the pavement, however authorities 
failed to take action. Some 12,000 tourists visit the basilica daily and it is estimated that some 4.5 million 
visit the site annually. 


