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THE 
TAPESTRIES 

AT ST. */(.ȭ3 
CO-

CATHEDRAL 

The set of Tapestries at St 
*ÏÈÎȭÓ #Ï-Cathedral was a 
gift made by the Aragonese 
Grand Master Ramon 
Perellos y Roccaful to the 
church upon his election in 

1697. The Statute of the Order stated that newly elected Grand Masters would present the conventual 
church of the Order with a gift on their appointment. The tapestries are the largest complete set in the 
world and consist of twenty-nine pieces ordered from the weaver Judocus de Vos in Brussels. The set 
reached Malta by 1702. 
The tapestries depict the Triumph of the Eucharist and scenes from the life of Christ. The designs of the 
tapestries about the Eucharist were based on cartoons made by the Flemish artist Peter Paul Rubens that 
he had originally made for the Infanta Isabella of Spain. The scenes depicting the life of Christ are based 
on other master pieces by Rubens and Poussin. Fourteen panels represent the Virgin Mary, Christ the 
3ÁÖÉÏÕÒ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ !ÐÏÓÔÌÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 'ÒÁÎÄ -ÁÓÔÅÒ 0ÅÒÅÌÌÏÓȭÓ ÆÕÌÌ ÌÅÎÇÔÈ ÐÏÒÔÒÁÉÔ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÔ. The 
tapestries were made to hang from the cornice along the nave of the church during important occasions 
such as the feast of St John the Baptist. The tapestries were woven entirely from the finest wool and silk 
yarns and measure six meters in height.  
The large dimensions and the exuberant character of the designs make this set one of the most spectacular 
interpretations of baroque art and brought the most dazzling embellishment to the church. The set of 
tapestries was one of the most outstanding gifts the church received. This set of tapestries was an 
expression of the supremacy of the Catholic Church and the munificence of the Grand Master and the 
Order. 

Entrance Fees 
The entrance fee includes the provision of handheld audio guides with 24 stops which are available 
to visitors in these languages (Maltese, English, Italian, French, German, Spanish, Japanese and 
Russian). All visitors can make use of the free guides.  

7ÈÙ ×Å ÃÈÁÒÇÅ ÖÉÓÉÔÏÒÓ ÔÏ ÅÎÔÅÒ 3Ô *ÏÈÎȭÓȡ 
4ÈÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÉÎ 3Ô *ÏÈÎȭÓ #Ï-Cathedral results  in a high number of visitors but the delicate fabric of 
the church was not designed for so many visitors. The overhead and maintenance costs are very 
high. To help us sustain the building and conserve it with all its works of art we request an entrance 
fee. Conservation programmes are costly and are constantly being carried out to the highest 
specifications in order to preserve the Church in all its splendour. Our reward is your visit and 
appreciation.  
We do not charge for prayer.  
If your intention  is to pray please inform the staff at the main entrance and you will be guided to the 
designated chapel.  
 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjZ0fOLw-DfAhVIwLwKHY6MAQ4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=/url?sa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttps://www.apvalletta.eu/work/st-johns-co-cathedral-museum-extension%26psig%3DAOvVaw36SU5aWBJV01Pgx8T3d0IA%26ust%3D1547117162236367&psig=AOvVaw36SU5aWBJV01Pgx8T3d0IA&ust=1547117162236367
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400 years guarding 

the channel 
 
Report: Mario Micallef 
Video: Jan Mifsud 

The Santa Marija Tower on Comino is a 
characteristic feature on the small island. It was 
built in 1618 by Grand Master Alof de Wigncourt 
and took two years to be constructed. 
The Comino tower guardian, Joseph Attard, said 
ñit was built to defend the islands from sea 

pirates and other people who used to raid the islands and rob farmers who lived hereò. 
Mr Attard stated that there is no documentation that the tower was involved in any battle. It was a watch 
tower which, together with Chambrai Fort and Torri l-Aǩmar, formed part of a chain to deliver important 
messages to the north of Malta. During the last century, he said, it was under the direction of the Armed 
Forces which regularly stationed troops to guard against contraband activities. 
In the year 2000, the tower fell under the responsibility of NGO society, Din l-Art Ǩelwa, which started 
an ambitious project for its restoration, through a 10-year agreement with the Government which may 
be extended. 
Mr Attard said that between 12,000 and 15,000 persons visit the tower each year and is regularly open 
between April and October, while organized tours are held on other days for groups and schools, and 
also for events. 
ñThe tower consists of three layers with stairs, and in a lower room there are spaces where animals and 
other objects  used to be kept. On the roof, the tower was armed with canons and defence equipmentò. 
With a 400-year history, the Comino Tower is the most imposing building on the island,  however it is 
not the only historic building as on another side of Comino there is the Santa Marija Battery. 
The battery, built facing Marfa in 1715, formed part of a defence system on the area between Comino 
and Malta. It was built at a later time when the Ottoman Empire started losing its strength and dangers 
of invasion were not great in the 16th and 17th Centuries. 
Asked if the canons are original, Mr Attard said ñtwo of them are certainly original; the others were also 
found in the area and were always here, as far as we knowò. 
Din l-Art Ǩelwa, which also caters for the battery, has just received funds for routine maintenance of the 
battery. 
A few metres away from the tower there is another big building of the last century, built as an isolation 
hospital. It is adjacent to another older structure, similar to a small farm, which has a renowned name. 
óWe call it the Grand Masterôs Palace, which is older than the Santa Marija tower, where the Grand 
Master used to come on the island for hunting and some resting timeò. 
Another place at a higher ground on the island is the cemetery, which has been vacant since 1968. 
ñThere were remains of persons who were in the services, some Germans who were repatriated, and 
when they were identified, their relatives were found. Today the Comino cemetery is emptyò. 
 

Sincere congratulations on the award given to you in Malta. Well and Truly 
deserved. All that you do to  keep our customs and traditions alive even though 
we are so far away from the Country of our birth is truly appreciated by All 
who read your Journal of the Maltese Diaspora.  We wish you further success 
and may ƎƻƻŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ƘŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ .ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ 
Family throughout 2019   Best Regards.   Maria and Armando Catania Victoria 

Australia 
Congratulations Frank on being bestowed the Maltese National Order of Merit.   

Venny & Carmen Spiteri ï South Australia 

https://kennybobtapp.wordpress.com/2014/08/28/congratulations-and-thank-you/
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The Consul General for Malta in Melbourne 
  
Ms. Joanna Pisani joined the Civil 
Service in 1976. After 12 years 
working within the Ministry of 
Agriculture, she moved to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs where 
she headed the Scholarships 
Section for 15 years, during which 
time she was awarded a Quality 
Service Charter. 
In 2003, she was appointed 
Deputy Consul General of Malta in 
Sydney until 2008. On her return 
to Malta on 1 March 2008, she was 
appointed Deputy Chief of 
Protocol within the Protocol and 
Consular Section Directorate of 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Consequently, on 17 September 2009, she was appointed Acting 
Director, Protocol and Consular Services, and on 24 November 2011, she was appointed Director, 
Protocol and Consular Services. 
On 1 July 2015, she was appointed Charg® dôAffaires at the Embassy of Malta in Dublin until 13 August 
2017 and on 15 August 2017 was appointed Consul General of Malta in Melbourne. 
 
Ms Joanna Pisani, Consul General for Malta in Victoria, has informed the Maltese Community Council 
of Victoria that she will be leaving her current posting in Melbourne in January 2019. Ms Pisani started 
her posting in Melbourne in August 2017. She advised that she will be leaving to take up a posting in 
Maltaôs diplomatic mission in Israel. The MCCV is yet to be advised of Ms Pisaniôs replacement but 
will make an announcement about the new appointee once this is made known. 
The MCCV would like to thank Ms Pisani for all her support to the Maltese community of Victoria, 
always approaching her work with a smile and making herself available at many community events. 

MALTESE COMMUNITY CUNCIL OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA INC. 

To Mr Frank Scicluna.  Please accept our sincere congratulations on receiving the 

Maltese National Order of Merit. Your dedication and enthusiasm for Malta, its people 

and culture have been justly rewarded.  Cr. Edgar Agius OAM JP- President and 

delegates of the Maltese Community Council of South Australia. 

 

 

The Maltese 

e-Newsletter 

is read and  

enjoyed by 

thousands  

of readers from 

all over the world 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwio8rndxd_fAhVMULwKHawoCCIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.mccv.org.au/maltese-in-melbourne-give-new-consul-general-a-warm-welcome/&psig=AOvVaw1kTQR9gzgTABz-jSwJoc0E&ust=1547082405825041
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Fr Tarcisio Micallefôs 80th 

Birthday Celebration 
 

 

The Maltese Community  Council  of  Victoria  

together with  

The Missionary Society  of  St. Paul 
are organising a function to celebrate  

Fr Tarciso  Micallefôs 80th  Birthday  

Everyone is invited to attend  to share some wonderful memories of the past with him.     
Date: Saturday,  2nd February  2019  

Venue: Maltese Community  Centre ,  477 Royal Parade, Parkville 
Mass will be held at St Paulõs Chapel in Parkville at 6.00  pm 

Gathering at the Centre at 7.00  pm 
Donation: $15 per  person   

Dress: Smart Casual 
For tickets, ring MCCV Social Secretary, Mrs Rita Pullicino, on 0404 630 351 

or MCCV PRO, Mr Joe Stafrace, on 9848 4786 or 0466 589 553 
Do not  miss out!  It  promises to  be a Great Night!  

 

vǳŘŘƛŜǎŀ Ǝƚŀƭƭ-YƛǘǘƛŜōŀ ǳ DǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘƛ DƚŀǿŘȄƛƴ  -  Stedina 

Fl-ƻƪƪŀȍƧƻƴƛ ǘŀƭ-ŦŜǎǘŀ ǘŀΩ {ŀƴ CǊŀƴƎƛǎƪ ŘŜ {ŀƭŜǎΣ !ǊŒƛǎǉƻŦ ǘŀΩ DƛƴŜǾǊŀ ǳ tŀǘǊǳƴ ǘŀƭ-DǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘƛ ƭƛ ǘŀƚōŀǘ ƛƭ-

KŀƳƛǎ нп ǘŀΩ WŀƴƴŀǊ нлмфΣ Řŀƪ ƛƴƘŀǊ ǎǘŜǎǎ Ŧƛƭ-5pm il-DǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘƛ ǳ YƛǘǘƛŜōŀ DƚŀǿŘȄƛƴ ƘǳƳŀ ƳƛǎǘƛŜŘƴŀ ƭƛ 

ƧŀǘǘŜƴŘǳ Ǝƚŀƭƭ-Quddiesa mill-9Φ¢Φaƻƴǎ LǎǉƻŦ aŀǊƛƻ DǊŜŎƘ ƭƛ ǎŜǊ ƛǎǎƛǊ ŀǇǇƻǎǘŀ ƎƚŀƭƛƘƻƳ Ŧƛƭ-Knisja tas-Sorijiet 

Frangiskani tal-vŀƭō ǘŀΩ DŜǎǳ Ŧƛ ¢Ǌƛǉ tŀƭƳŀ ±ƛŎǘƻria.  Wara l-quddiesa l-DǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘƛ ǳ ƪƛǘǘƛŜōŀ ƧƛƭǘŀǉƎƚǳ 

ŦƭƛƳƪƛŜƴ Ǝƚŀƭ 5Ǌƛƴƪǎ ǘŀƭ-ƻƪƪŀȍƧƻƴƛ ŦΩǿŀƚŘŀ Ƴƛǎ-swali tal-Kunvent.  Grazzi lis-{ƻǊƛƧƛŜǘ ƎƚŀŘ-disponibilta 

ǘŀƎƚƘƻƳΦ .Ƙŀƭ ƪǳƭƭ ǎŜƴŀ Řƛƴ ƭ-ƻƪƪŀȍƧƻƴƛ ƘƛƧŀ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊȊŀǘŀ Ƴƛƭƭ-YǳǊƧŀ ǘΩDƚŀǿŘŜȄ ŦƭƛƳƪƛŜƴ Ƴŀƭ-Dƚŀǉda 

DǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘƛ DƚŀǿŘȄƛƴΦ 

Kav Joe M Attard  -   {ŜƎΦ DƚŀǉŘŀ DǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘƛ DƚŀǿŘȄƛƴ 

In Loving Memory of  
CARMELO (CARMENU, CHARLES) BALDACCHINO 

Born 18 June 1932 at Zejtun, Malta  
Died: 2 Januar y 2019 in Adelaide, SA  

Son of Vincenzo and An tonia Baldacchino (decea sed) 
Husband to Lora for 66 years  

and father and father -in-law of  
Rosemary and John, Jim and Lina (deceased)  

Verginia and Peter, David and Lily and Vincent and Ilona  
Grand-father of fifteen and great -grandfather of nine  

Survived by his brother Nazzarenu ð Zejtun, Malta  
A loved member of the Maltese Community of South 

Australia and devoted member of the Maltese Queen of 
Victories Band since 1981  

R.I.P 
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Technologically 
advanced new 

Maltese passport 
ready by end of year  

 Ȱ4ÈÅ -ÁÌÔÅÓÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÒÅ ÖÅÒÙ ËÅÅÎ ÏÎ ÔÒÁÖÅÌÌÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÁÒÅ ÆÏÎÄ ÏÆ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÒÉÔÁÇÅ ÔÏÏȠ ÔÈÒÅÅ 
elements that will be captured in the new Maltese passport, which will gradually make its way 
ÌÁÔÅÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ 0ÁÒÌÉÁÍÅÎÔÁÒÙ 3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙ ÆÏÒ 2ÅÆÏÒÍÓȟ #ÉÔÉÚenship and Simplification of 
Administrative Procedures, Julia Farrugia Portelli, during her visit to the De La Rue Head Quarters 
in Basingstoke and Portals De La Rue Paper Mill in Bathford UK.   

The gradual introduction of the new passport, which will take place over a span of years, will start 
towards the end of 2019. The new travel document will be issued on application for a new 
passport or upon renewal. Existing passports in circulation will remain valid and fit for travel until 
their expiry date. Upon renewal, the new passport will be issued for no additional charge.    

Parliamentary Secretary claimed that the new travel document will incorporate cutting-edge 
technology and additional security features. Although the Maltese passport is highly secure, 
conforming to the highest international standards, the Parliamentary Secretary held that the new 
travel document will have additional security features which will further prevent the 
counterfeiting of the document.   

During her visit to Portals De La Rue Paper Mill, Farrugia Portelli, who was accompanied by 
Identity Malta Agency officials, could witness the production of the first set of security paper, 
which came to an end earlier on Thursday and will be sent to De La Rue Malta for printing.         

Amongst other features, the data found on the bio-page will be laser engraved on a polycarbonate 
card which will be incorporated in the new passport. Apart from this, the new travel document 
will be printed on a highly sensitive, but secure paper, that will include hidden security features 
and encrypted techniques using UV and visible fibres, high quality cylinder mould watermarks 
and security thread. The new passport will still have biometric features and an embedded chip, 
×ÈÉÃÈ ÁÒÅ ÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÖÅÒÉÆÙ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ ÉÄÅntity.    

The inner pages of the new passport will depict imagery of renowned Maltese landmarks as well 
as of our cultural heritage. The intricate imagery, combined with a highly sophisticated layer of 
security features, will be printed in secure ink that was primarily designed for security and not 
simply aesthetic reasons.       

Furthermore, Identity Malta Agency reiterates its commitment towards making its services more 
accessible. Following a series of meetings with the Commission for the Rights of Persons with 
Disability (CRPD) and the Foundation for ICT Accessibility (FITA), Identity Malta intends to 
facilitate the use of Maltese passport for the visually impaired, which will result in a higher 
independence. 

At Portals De La Rue Paper Mill, the Parliamentary Secretary inaugurated a new design room 
where she praised the company for its sound ethical performance and green agenda. 
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The Hon. Dr Justyne Caruana 
The Hon. Dr Justyne Caruana is the Minister for Gozo since June 2017.   

She was first elected to Parliament in 2003 and successively in 2008, 2013 and 2017, always from her native 

Gozo constituency.  She served as the Parliamentary Secretary for Rights of 

Persons with Disability and Active Ageing from 2014 to 2017. In Opposition 

she was Spokesperson  for Youth, Culture, Sports, Family, Children and 
Persons with Disability. 

!Ó ÈÅÁÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ -ÁÌÔÅÓÅ 0ÁÒÌÉÁÍÅÎÔȭÓ ÄÅÌÅÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÒÌÉÁÍÅÎÔÁÒÙ 

Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM), she also serves on the gender equality 

task force and is rapporteur of the first committee on political affairs.  Dr 

Caruana was regional representative of the UK, British Isles and 

Mediterranean Region on the Steering Committee of the Commonwealth 
Women Parliamentarians and currently represents Malta on its Regional 

British Isles and Mediterranean Steering Committee.  In 2016, Dr. Caruana 

×ÁÓ ÎÏÍÉÎÁÔÅÄ ÁÓ -ÁÌÔÁȭÓ ÁÍÂÁÓÓÁÄÏÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÍÅÎ ÉÎ 0ÁÒÌÉÁÍÅÎÔÓ 'ÌÏÂÁÌ &ÏÒÕÍȢ 

Dr Caruana has travelled widely for study and parliamentary purposes and represented Malta at various 

ministerial meetings and other high-level international fora.    

She is a member of Social Affairs Committee. Former member of the Public Accounts Family and standing 

Committee for the Family, which was set up by virtue of a Motion in Parliament which Hon Caruana co-

sponsored with another two members of Parliament.  

A Lawyer by profession, Dr Justyne Caruana specializes in family law, canonical and civil litigation, and is an 

examiner at the University of Malta.  She is married to Silvio Valletta and mother to Joséphine and Jean.  
 

LifeCycle to offer psychological support to renal 
patients 
LifeCycle (Malta) Foundation, through the newly 
established project entitled Renal Unit Support Health 
Hub (R.U.S.H.), is to offer psychological support to 
current kidney patients, in collaboration with the Malta 
Chamber of Psychologists. It will be introducing a 
voucher scheme whereby patients will be able to receive 
free initial psychology therapy. 

Psychological support will be Lifecycle's main focus for 
2019.  It is a known fact that renal patients undergoing 

dialysis or transplant procedures suffer from serious psychological issues that are often overlooked. This 
complex condition poses multiple challenges, and the LifeCycle Foundation will be assisting on these 
challenges through R.U.S.H. 

LifeCycle Founder Alan Curry said: "Although renal patients receive medical support from their respective 
hospitals and clinics, they also need continuous help from psychologists, dieticians, nutritionists, trainers 
and family councillors.  As LifeCycle, we strongly believe that a meaningful and holistic support framework 
needs to be established, in collaboration with medical professionals, in order for this to be done in a 
sustainable and durable manner. The increasing number of Maltese kidney patients and their families will, 
in due course, see and feel an improvement in their quality of life, notwithstanding their difficulties."          
For the past 19 years, LifeCycle Foundation has been focussing solely on assisting renal patients in Malta in 
a tangible manner. Renal failure is a deadly, painful, multi-faceted disease and considering that the 
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prevalence of diabetes, hypertension and obesity is on the increase, more people may be at a greater risk 
of kidney failure in the future. 

LifeCycle Chairperson Dr Shirley Cefai said: "Through R.U.S.H., our aim is to be able to offer a comprehensive 
support network for renal patients.  Apart from psychological support, the programme will include disease 
and nutritional awareness, specialised lectures, fitness and walking activities, as well as targeting the 
determinants that cause kidney disease, which can be prevented by adopting a healthy lifestyle. Over the 
coming years, we will be integrating this concept into a holistic support system for renal patients - a unique 
system which, as a voluntary organisation with finite resources, has been in our sights for a number of 
years." 

Since 1999, LifeCycle Foundation has consistently focused on raising awareness on renal failure and on 
raising funds for renal patients. The funds collected from the yearly LifeCycle Challenge go towards 
essential life-saving equipment and improved facilities, such as dialysis machines, the sponsoring of the 
Twilight Shift Van, the software matching programme Traccia, the annual trip to Lourdes for patients and 
accompanying medical staff and towards kidney disease research at the University of Malta. 

Citizensô Rights Meeting for UK Nationals living in Malta 

The British High Commissioner Stuart Gill held a ñTown 
Hallò meeting in Malta for UK nationals working and living 
on the Maltese islands. A meeting is also planned for 
Gozo in due course. 

In a statement the BHC said that these UK Nationals are 
invited to this Citizensô Rights Meeting, where Stuart Gill 
will answer questions regarding the status of their rights 
following Britainôs departure from the European Union. 
Representatives from the Maltese government was also 
participate. 

The High Commission announced further meetings in due course in its continuous effort to reach as 
many British citizens in Malta and Gozo as possible.  The meeting,was held at the AX Seashells 
Resort in Qawra and I was free and open to all interested UK nationals. 

High Commissioner Gill commented: ñOur strong and deep relationship with Malta will endure long 
after the UK leaves the EU.ò 

ñThis event and future meetings will help give clarity to UK nationals on the status of their rights 
following our departure from the EU. I encourage British citizens working and living in Malta and Gozo 
to attend and join the debate,ò he added.  More information on what the UKôs departure from the 
European Union means for UK nationals surf the net.  

The Journal of Maltese Living in Malta and Abroad is 
archived at 

× The Malta Migration Museum - Valletta 
× Gozo National Library 
× Maltese-Canadian Archives 

× FACEBOOK ï www.facebook.com/frank.scicluna.3/ 
× Our website:  www.ozmalta.com 

 

http://www.facebook.com/frank.scicluna.3/
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Puttinu earmarks property in London for 

Maltese patients 
New block of apartments will cost ú25 million 
 

Puttinu Cares has earmarked a plot in central London to accommodate 

most of the Maltese treated in the UK as the numbers continue to 

increase. 

At the moment, Puttinu owns 19 apartments and rents another six in 

Sutton, which mainly host those receiving treatment at the Royal 

Marsden Hospital. 
Puttinu Cares vice-chair Angele 

Cuschieri and CEO Rennie Zerafa  

Rent and maintenance, which includes insurance, 

local taxes, utility bills, internet services and a 

Maltese telephone line in each apartment, costs 

ú250,000 a year. This excludes unplanned costs for 

maintenance, with the most recent expense of 

ú30,000 to repair the roof of a block of apartments. 

The number of patients treated in the UK continues 

to increase ï from 30 to 40 patients a month to 

between 60 and 90. 

85% of the patients ï children and adults ï who are flown to the UK for treatment, receive care in central 

London, away from Sutton. This sees Puttinu spending a further ú600,000 to accommodate or partly-

sponsor the families of these patients. Number of patients treated in the UK continues to increase 

Treatment could take days, weeks or years, with one particular child having been told he would be 

spending around eight years there. For this reason, Puttinu has been looking for property in London that 

would accommodate more than 30 patients and their families, co-founder Rennie Zerafa said. 
The NGO is adding colour to the Rainbow Ward. Photos: Jonathan Borg 

A plot has been identified in the Euston Road area, just 15 minutes away 

from Great Ormond Street Hospital on foot.  

The NGO is waiting on the London planning authorities for the go-

ahead. 

In the meantime, a group of Maltese volunteers have already pledged 

to help finish the property, which Puttinu plans on being a self-

sustainable, Mr Zerafa noted. 

Mr Zerafa said the block of apartments could include, among others, 

office space that could be rented out so that the income covers the 

maintenance expenses of the apartments. The total cost of the project is expected to reach ú25 million, 

and the donations received so far cover half the cost.  

ñWe never dreamed there would be so many people seeking treatment in the UK, and we are being very 

careful with this investment. As they say, measure twice, cut once,ò Mr Zerafa said. 

While the new investment picks up steam, Puttinu is focusing on adding colour to the Rainbow Ward at 

Mater Dei Hospital, with each room getting bespoke drawings of cartoon characters. 

Donations of ú6.99 can be made on 5061 8939, and donors can also call on 5160 2007 to give ú10, 5170 

2006 to give ú15 and 5180 2008 to give ú25. Log on to www.puttinucares.org for more information. 

Timesofmalta.com 
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National Volunteer 
Award 2018 

The National Volunteer Award was organised for the 
seventh consecutive time by the Malta Council for 
the Voluntary Sector. This year the Award was held 
under the patronage of H.E. the President Marie 
Louise Coleiro Preca and in the presence of the Hon. 
Dr. Clifton Grima, Parliamentary Secretary for Youth, 
Sport and Voluntary Organisations. This year the 

National Volunteer was complimented by three other awards which were the Youth Volunteer Award, 
the Volunteer Organisation Award and the Special Award for Voluntary Work in the Community. 
The aim of the National Awards is to give broad recognition to the service done by the volunteers and 
Voluntary Organisations within the community, create awareness of the exemplary values displayed by 
the volunteers and organisations with the goal of locating role models for youth and wider society; and 
to recognise the important contributions made in various fields. 

The Award Ceremony was held on the 5th of December 2018 at the Presidential Palace where the 
Awards were presented by H.E. the President Marie Louise Coleiro Preca, Hon. Dr. Clifton Grima, 
Parliamentary Secretary of the Youth, Sports and Voluntary Organisations accompanied by Dr. Noel 
Camilleri, Chairperson of the Malta Council of the Voluntary Sector. 

The National Volunteer Award is aimed to award individual 
volunteer who has contributed in any field, such as social, 
humanitarian, health, ecological, cultural, education, sports, 
etc. The voluntary work must have had a positive contribution 
towards a particular field and should ideally have served as 
an inspiration to others. This yearôs National Volunteer Award 
went to Ms. Marjoe Abela from the Malta Girl Guides. 

The Volunteer Organisation Award which is awarded to a 
Voluntary Organisation who has been outstanding in the 
sector in which it operates, being both innovative in its 

approach and services within the community as well as in its way of recruiting and supporting 
volunteers, was awarded to Dr. Klown. 

The Youth Volunteer Award which is awarded to a Volunteer between the age of 16 and 30 years and 
is aimed to promote volunteering amongst young people was awarded to Mr. Kyle Mifsud, a volunteer 
with the Malta Red Cross.  

For the first time the Malta Council for the Voluntary Sector decided to present a Special Award for 
voluntary work undertaken by an individual within the community. This award was given to Mr. George 
Agius, also known to many as Gorg tal-Muzew or Gorg l-Gǩannej tal-Mulej, who has dedicated his life 
to care for the less those in less fortunate circumstance by visiting and supporting individuals both in 
hospitals and in prison. 

Towards the end of the event H.E. the President Marie Louise Coleiro Preca was presented with a 
commemorative stamp that was issued to commemorate the tenth anniversary of the founding of the 
Malta Council for the Voluntary Sector. 

During this event, which was presented by Mr. Glen Chircop, singer Mr. Ozzy Lino together with the 
Police Brass Band interpreted various songs. 

http://maltacvs.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/KEV_7857.jpg
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Former AFM patrol boat 
added to US National 
Register of Historic Places 

A Vietnam-era patrol boat that was used by the 
Armed Forces of Malta for decades before 
returning to the United States has been added to 

the National Register of Historic Places, the San Diego Union Tribune has reported.  
The 51-foot long Swift boat joins three other museum ships on the register, which identifies buildings, 
sites and objects considered worthy of preservation because of their historic and cultural significance. 
 
The vessel, named C24 and later P24 by the AFM, spent many years in Maltese service, and was 
eventually retired in 2012. It was handed over to the Maritime Museum of San Diego, where it was 
restored. Today it is used for 75-minute tours around San Diego bay, bringing back many memories 
ÆÏÒ 6ÉÅÔÎÁÍ ×ÁÒ ÖÅÔÅÒÁÎÓȢ 4ÈÅ 0ςτȭÓ ÓÉÓÔÅÒ ÖÅÓÓÅÌ, the P23, is still displayed at the AFM Maritime 
3ÑÕÁÄÒÏÎȭÓ (ÁÙ×ÈÁÒÆ ÂÁÓÅȢ  
That particular vessel had been at the centre of a horrible tragedy in 1984, when an explosion took 
place while illegal fireworks were being disposed of at sea. Five soldiers and two police officers were 
killed. Another soldier, the only survivor, was severely injured. The C23, as it was named then, was 
repaired and went back into service as the P23. It was decommissioned in 2010.  
The P23 and P24 spent more than 40 years in AFM service. They were donated to Malta by the US in 
1971, after having been used to train military personnel for the Vietnam War.  
Ȱ3×ÉÆÔ ÂÏÁÔÓȟ ÓÏ-named because of their speed and agility, were adapted from Gulf of Mexico oil-rig 
vessels and used during the war to patrol the Vietnamese coastline, intercepting supplies headed to 
ÔÈÅ 6ÉÅÔ #ÏÎÇ ÁÎÄ .ÏÒÔÈ 6ÉÅÔÎÁÍÅÓÅ !ÒÍÙȟȱ ÔÈÅ 3ÁÎ $ÉÅÇÏ 5ÎÉÏÎ 4ÒÉÂÕÎÅ ÓÁÉÄȢ  
Ȱ4ÈÅÙ ÁÌÓÏ ×ÅÎÔ ÕÐ ÁÎÄ ÄÏ×Î ÔÈÅ ÒÉÖÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÎÁÌÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ -ÅËÏÎÇ $ÅÌÔÁ ÆÏÒ ÔÒÏÏÐ ÅØÔÒÁÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒ 
special operations. About 3,600 men served on swift boats during the war, including John Kerry, the 
former senator and U.S. secretary of state, who received a Silver Star for his actions on board one in 
ρωφωȢȱ 
The P24, now formally known as PCF 816 (patrol craft fast), never went to Vietnam, having been used 
in the States during the war before coming to Malta.  
Ȱ0#& ψρφ ÉÓ Á ÔÁÎÇÉÂÌÅ ÒÅÍÉÎÄÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÓÏ ÍÁÎÙ Ó×ÉÆÔ ÂÏÁÔ ÓÁÉÌÏÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÌÏ×Ó 
visitors the opportunity to better understand what tÈÅÙ ÓÁÃÒÉÆÉÃÅÄȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ +ÅÖÉÎ 3ÈÅÅÈÁÎȟ ÔÈÅ ÍÕÓÅÕÍȭÓ 
librarian and manager of collections.  
The other vessels on the National Register of Historic Places are the Star of India, launched in 1863 
ÁÎÄ ÎÏ× ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÏÌÄÅÓÔ ÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÓÁÉÌÉÎÇ ÓÈÉÐȠ ÔÈÅ "ÅÒËÅÌÅÙȟ ÁÎ 1898 steam ferry that spent 60 years 
operating in San Francisco Bay; and the Pilot, built in 1914 in San Diego and now the oldest active pilot 
boat in the country. 
 

MALTESE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF SAN FRANCISCO HONORS 
VIETNAM ERA VETERANS 

 
   As November 2018 was the 100th anniversary of the end of "the war to end all wars" (WW I), it is a time of 
remembrance and recognition as well as an opportunity to give gratitude to all the men and women who 
have sacrificed so much. 
   The Maltese community of the San Francisco Bay Area, through the initiative of the Maltese Historical 
Society (MHS), led by president Mona Vella Nicholas, and with the support and cooperation of the Honorary 
Consul General of Malta in San Francisco, Mr. Louis J. Vella, hosted an event on November 18 at the 
Maltese-American Social Club of San Francisco to recognize and honor the Maltese-American servicemen 
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who were deployed to Vietnam or served during the Vietnam era. Twenty two veterans and their families 
were able to attend the crowded function.   
    This is not the first time that the MHS has recognized Maltese-American veterans. Previously, the MHS 
has honored those Maltese-American veterans who were in the Armed Forces of the U.S. during the Korean 
Conflict; and on the 75th anniversary of the awarding of the George Cross to Malta in 1942,  an event was 
held to remember those who served in Malta during WW II.  
   Following the introduction by the Maltese Club president, Brian Ciappara, and the playing of the national 
anthems of Malta and the United States of America, Mona Vella Nicholas related a brief history of the 
Vietnam era. This was followed by an address by the Honorary Consul General, Louis J. Vella, who not only 
acknowledged  the planning, effort and dedicated work accomplished by the MHS  to bring this event to 
fruition, but also connected the Vietnam conflict with the Armed Forces of Malta (AFM).  
   With the conclusion of the war in the early 70s, the people of the U.S. generously donated two Patrol Craft 
Fast (PCF, also known as Swift boats) to the people of Malta. The PCFs  were used for 41 years by the AFM 
for interdiction of contraband, and for patrolling the waters around Malta. Tragically, on September 7, 1984 
on one of those missions, one of the Swift boats was carrying a large load of illegal fireworks, seized by law 
enforcement. As the Swift boat was on its way to dispose of them off Gozo, the fireworks exploded, killing 5 
of the 6 AFM personnel as well as two policemen. The heavily damaged PCF was repaired and returned in 
service until both PCFs were decommissioned in 2012. The one that had been involved in the accident is 
now on display at AFM Maritime Squadronôs Haywharf base as a memorial to those 7 men who lost their 
lives. The other Swift boat was returned to the U.S. where it is now displayed  and operated as a tour boat 
at the San Diego Maritime Museum. As it sails in San Diego Bay, it proudly flies the  American and Maltese 
flags on its stern.      
   After the address, each of the Maltese-American veterans was introduced and given the opportunity to 
expound on their Vietnam/Vietnam era duties and experiences. Although each had his own story to tell, all 
expressed their gratitude for the recognition by the MHS, and indicated that this was the first time many of 
them had received accolades for their service during the Vietnam era. 
   Each veteran  was then called on stage to receive a certificate of service and a "Vietnam Era Veteran" 
patch which was presented by Hon. Consul Vella and Mr. Mike Dimech, vice president of the MHS. 
   Following the presentations, the veterans, their families and members of the Maltese club were treated to 
refreshments that had been prepared by the MHS and volunteers from the Maltese Club.    

 
Photograph courtesy of 
Charles Vella, Phd 
 
Pictured in the photo above 
are the attendees: 
Front row, left to 
right:  Pauline Henderson 
(accepting for her brother 
SP4 Tony Scerri, U.S. Army), 
E3 Vincent Attard, U.S. 
Navy, BT2 Charles Camilleri, 
U.S.Navy, SP4 Richard 
Cairns, U.S. Army, Mona 
Vella Nicholas (Maltese 
Historical Society President), 
Honorable Louis Vella 
(Honorary Consul General 
for Malta), Brian Ciappara 
(President of the Maltese-

American Social Club) 
 
Second Row, left to right:  SP4 George Borg, U.S. Army,  05 Cdr. Fred Aquilina, U.S. Navy, Ret., Ida 
Aquilina (accepting for her brother E3  Raymond Muscat, U.S. Army), SP4 Chris Borg, U.S. Army, SP4 
Charles Abela, U.S. Army,  
SP4  Ron Borg, U.S. Army, E4 Peter Schembri, U.S. Army, SP5 George Spiteri, U.S. Army, E5  Lewis 
Vella, U.S. Air Force, E3 Pacik Agius, U.S. Navy, E3 Victor Debono U.S. Army. 

 
 


