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 PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE TO THE READERS OF THE 

MALTESE JOURNAL 

 

Dear Frank,  I am really grateful for your kind gesture to 

dedicate such coverage to my inauguration in your 

newsletter. 

I fondly remember your participation in the Council for 

Maltese Living Abroad, where we tried to do our best to 

strengthen relations between the Maltese diaspora and the 

Motherland. 

I strongly believe that the Maltese abroad are still an untapped 

source which we could use help us achieve the objectives I 

spoke about in my inaugural speech. 

Please convey my heartfelt best wishes to all your readers 

and may we all keep Malta's name in our hearts.                                 H.E. Dr.George Vella 

. 

 

President George Vella visits Bishop of Gozo Mgr Mario Grech 

 

As part of his first 

visit to Gozo this 

Saturday, the 

President George 

Vella, together with 

his wife Miriam 

Vella, paid a visit to 

the Bishop of Gozo 

Mgr Mario Grech, 

in the Bishopôs 

Curia, Victoria, 

where they met also by the Curia and the College of Chaplains.  The Bishop congratulated Dr 

Vella on his appointment and presented him with a copy of the Bible.   

Bishop Grech said, ñfrom my heart I trust that despite the many commitments, that you will 

manage to find some time for personal prayer.òLater, the President was also expected to visit 

the National Shrine of Our Lady of Taô Pinu. 

Also present at the visit was the Minister for Gozo  Dr. Justyne Caruana. 
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Malta: The Country that was 
Awarded the George Cross 

April 15, 1942 
 
 
 
 

The Mediterranean island endured more than 
150 days of relentless Second World War 
bombing that brought the country close to 
starvation a 
The Siege of Malta saw the nation endure 
more than 150 days of relentless Second 
World War bombing that brought the country 
close to starvation and forced its inhabitants to 
live in underground shelters. 
With its strategically important position in the 
Mediterranean, it was inevitable the tiny 
Commonwealth nation - then part of the British 
Empire - would be targeted by Nazi and Italian 
bombers. 
It was a base for Allied warships and planes 
used to disrupt the enemy's vital supply lines 
to North Africa, and in turn, Germany's military 
leadership sanctioned its aerial bombardment 
to pave the way for an invasion. 
On 10th June 1940, Italy's leader Mussolini 
declared war on Britain and the day after 
Italian bombers attacked the capital Valletta 
and its harbours, and later in the war, the Nazi 
regime's Stuka warplanes, based in nearby 
Sicily, also pounded Malta. 
People were forced to seek safety in shelters 
and caves and the long periods underground 
were detrimental to the health of inhabitants, 
with diseases like rickets, scurvy and 
tuberculosis reported - exacerbated by a lack 
of food which brought some close to 
starvation. 
By the end of the war Malta had the 
unenviable record of suffering the heaviest 
sustained bombing attack of the conflict - 154 

days and nights - with thousands of tonnes of 
bombs dropped on airfields, naval bases, 
homes and offices. 
From January to July 1942, the bombardment 
was so intense Malta only had respite for one 
24-hour period when the skies were free of 
enemy bombers. 
The nation was on the brink of capitulation but 
the success of Operation Pedestal, a 
merchant ship convoy that made it through to 
Malta after many losses, gave the people and 
the military renewed hope. 
So vital was an oil tanker carrying fuel for 
submarines and aircraft based at Malta it was 
lashed between two RoyalNavy destroyers, 
after its engine room was destroyed, so it 
could complete the journey. 
The siege came to an end as the fortunes of 
the war swung in favour of the Allies and the 
Axis forces in North Africa faced defeat, and 
with the threat to Malta ended it was used as 
the base to launch the invasion of Sicily. 
King George VI awarded the George Cross to 
Malta on April 15, 1942, and in his message to 
the island's governor, he wrote: 
 

"To honour her brave people I 
award the George Cross to the 
Island Fortress of Malta, to bear 

witness to a heroism and a devotion 
that will long be famous in history." 
 
The image of the George Cross - Britain's 
highest civilian honour for bravery - is woven  
into Maltaôs flag on the upper corner and can 
clearly be seen when the flag is flown.

 

 

http://www.forces.net/news/tri-service/operation-pedestal-how-allies-saved-malta
http://www.forces.net/news/tri-service/75-years-george-cross
http://www.forces.net/news/tri-service/75-years-george-cross
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj8pN3K87_hAhVWAXIKHVzBBvsQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Feu.fotolia.com%2Fid%2F194542673&psig=AOvVaw2tJC0QaJAx3N5FV6GIt8cg&ust=1554792484274511
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THREE ANZACS FROM MALTA 

Dr. Gioconda S Schembri 

Three friends... Big dreams... One war that shook their world... 'Three 
Anzacs from Malta' tells the story of three young men, Charles, Waldemar 
and Anthony, who, in their early twenties, leave behind all they hold dear 
to pursue their dreams for a bigger and brighter future in a faraway land. 
Educated, charming, and adventurous, they soon settle in their adoptive 
home, securing steady jobs, forging new friendships, and finding love. But 
their carefree days end abruptly when the sombre clouds of a global war 
darken their world. What unfolds is one of the deadliest conflicts 
humankind had ever seen, one that would destroy a whole generation of 
youth. From the tiny Mediterranean island of Malta to the vast Australian 
continent, and from the unforgiving slopes of Gallipoli, all the way to the 
muddy trenches in Flanders, óThree Anzacs from MaltaË follows these 
young men as they carve out their destinies amidst unprecedented 

bloodshed and suffering. This is a timeless story about migration, the heartache of separated families, loss 
and war. But this book is mainly a tribute to the tenacity of the human spirit in the face of enormous adversity, 
as well as a celebration of the virtues that transcend borders and time: courage, friendship and love. The 
book also includes various photos, extracts from letters and a war diary. The book is available from Dr. 

Gioconda Schembri:    giocondaschembri@yahoo.com 

THE LAST SUPPER 

L-AHHAR IKLA  
For the 31st consecutive year, the 

Nadur Males Museum is exhibiting the 

Last Supper Display. The display 

includes 15 life-size statues, made by 

artist James Azzopardi. the display is 

presented in a jewish environment 

typical of the times of Christ.  

Opening hours  

14th April - Palm Sunday - from 

9.30a.m. till 11.30a.m. and from 

3.30p.m. till 6.00p.m.  

15th-17th April - Monday to 

Wednesday - from 6.00p.m. till 9.00p.m.  

18th April - Maundy Thursday - from 6.00p.m. till 11.00p.m.  

19th April - Good Friday - from 9.00a.m. till 3.00p.m. and from 7.30p.m. till 9.30p.m.  

for morning group visits contact number 99866777  

Gǩall-31 sena konsekuttiva, il-MUSEUM Subien Nadur qed jerǣaô jtellaô l-Mejda tal-Appostli 

magǩrufa aǩjar bǩala ñIǙ-ǘena tas-Sinjur. Mgǩammra bi 15-il statwa life size xogǩol l-artist James 

Camilleri fôambjent tipiku lhudi li jinbidel minn sena gǩal oǩra.  

Hinijiet tal-ftuh  

14 tôApril - Hadd il-Palm - 9.30a.m. sa 11.30a.m. u 3.30p.m. sa 6.00p.m.  

15-17 tôApril - Mit -Tnejn sal-Erbgǩa - 6.00p.m. sa 9.00p.m.  

18 tôApril - Hamis Ix-Xirka - 6.00p.m. sa 11.00p.m.  

19 tôApril - Ǣimgǩa l-Kbira - 9.00a.m. sa 3.00p.m. u 7.30p.m. sa 9.30p.m.  

Bookings gǩal Ũjajjar fil-gǩodu - Ǚemplu fuq 99866777  
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PETITION TO DEFER THE LOSS OF 
THE VCE/HSC/SACE  FOR THE 

MALTESE LANGUAGE  
 

The Australian Maltese Community, support the 
Federation of Maltese Language Schools Inc 
(Australia) in the following appeal: 
1. That the VCAA, NESA and the SACE Board of SA 
defer the loss of the Victorian Certificate of 
Education (VCE) accreditation for the Maltese 
language by 12 months to allow the Maltese 
community to rally to increase student enrolments.  
2. That because of the low intake of students, the 
VCAA, NESA and SACE Board of SA allow both high 
school and adult students from other Australian 
states and territories to attend classes by 
correspondence and/or directly in order to sit for 
the Maltese VCE, HSC or SACE irrespective of their 
state or territory residence. 
Why is this important?  
The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment 
Authority (VCAA) has informed the Maltese 
Australian community that the Collaborative 
Curriculum and Assessment Framework for 
Languages (CCAFL) National Reference Group has 
identified the Year 11 and Year 12 Maltese 
Continuers Course at risk of suspension due to its 
very small candidature in 2017. Should the final 
candidature in Maltese in 2018 and 2019 also fall 
below 15 students nationally, Maltese will be 
suspended following the 2021 examination. 
Therefore, Maltese would not be offered as a 
language subject in January 2022. 
Our Maltese language in Australia is at risk of being 
suspended from the VCE. Please sign this online 
petition and share with your friends and families to 
help us keep the Maltese language course as a Board 
of Studies recognised course in Australia. If the 
Maltese VCE falls, so does the Maltese HSC and SACE, 
affecting NSW and SA. 
 

 8th April 2019 
Dr David Howes, Jane Danvers, Tom Alegounarias  
CEO      VCE/SACE/NESA 
 The Federation of Maltese Language Schools 
(FMLS) have been supportive of retaining Year 12 
VCE/HSC/SACE accreditation.  VCE/HSC/SACE is 
the ultimate acknowledgment to students who 
sacrifice their Saturday mornings to study and learn 
the Maltese Language, their helpful parents, 

dedicated teachers and for all those who were 
involved in the exams. 
The standard attained at VCE level should assist in 
maintaining a level of Maltese Language both 
spoken and written within the Maltese Community 
to future generation and the aging Maltese 
community would be the beneficiary of this.   
The news that we do not have any 
students nationally sitting for VCE in this the final 
year of the triennial allowance where we have to 
have a minimum of 15 students nationally is a dire 
update. The fact that in Victoria we do not even have 
a teacher to teach VCE is even more dreadful.  See 
attached letter from VSL. 
The FMLS is petitioning the CEO of the Victorian 
Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) the 
Acting CEO of the NSW Education Authority (NESA) 
and the SACE Board South Australia: 
That VCAA ,NESA,SACE SA defer the loss of VCE 
accreditation for the Maltese language by 12 months 
to allow the Maltese community to rally to increase 
student enrolments.    
That because of the low intake of students, the 
VCAA, NESA, SACE SA allow students or Adults from 
other states to attend classes by 
correspondence/directly in order to sit for 
VCE/HSC/SACE irrespective of the state residence.    
Edwidge Borg President FMLS      Letters of support 
to our petition are attached . 
 

 Dear Edwidge,   Thank you for contacting the VCAA. 
We value all feedback we receive from parents, 
students and educators.   We note your comments 
regarding the Victorian school curriculum and 
please be assured it is duly acknowledged.  Kind 
regards,  
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority 
 

THE EDITOR AND READERS OF THE MALTESE JOURNAL JOIN 

THE REST OF THE MALTESE COMMUNITY IN AUSTRALIA IN 

SUPPORTING THE PETITION TO THE AUSTRALIAN EDUCATION 

AUTHORITIES TO RETAIN OUR BEAUTIFUL LANGAUGE ON THE 

LIST OF LANGUAGES OFFERED IN AUSTRALIAN SCHOOLS AT 

YEAR 12 LEVEL.  WE ALSO SUPPORT THE EFFORTS OF THE 

MALTESE LANGUAGE SCHOOLS IN AUSTRALIA 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjrusyBqMnhAhUJXisKHRefDFoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.federationofmalteselanguageschoolsaustralia.com%2F&psig=AOvVaw12fWuhHvpc0UtWTd3NBhPn&ust=1555114395849028
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MALTA AND THE ANZACS IN WORLD WAR ONE 
Since Malta was the most important British 
Fortress in the Mediterranean and home to the 
British Mediterranean Fleet it could not escape 
involvement in the First World War (1914-18). 
Though Malta was not a front line state the 
Maltese were not shielded from the horrors of 
war. An estimated 24,000 Maltese served with 
the British services and the Maltese Labour 
Battalion took part in the Gallipoli Campaign 
against Turkey. Royal Malta Artillery soldiers 
manufactured 68,000 hand grenades at the 
Dockyard for the Dardanelles army. Sixteen 
Maltese soldiers died in an explosion during 
production. 

Maltese harbours hosted the British, French and 
Japanese fleets and teemed with activity, where 
all kind of military equipment, including 
ammunition, was warehoused. Warships and 
transport vessels queued for repairs at the 
dockyard where the workforce quadrupled to 
14,000. In 1916 dockyard workers formed the 
earliest local trade union, the Government 

General Workers Union. In 1917 the union called 
a strike in defiance of wartime regulations. 

Hospitals, barracks and some schools served as 
military hospitals in which some 80,000 
wounded servicemen were treated. Hundreds 
were buried on the Island. Malta also became an 
internment camp for hundreds of enemy 
prisoners of war. 

The wartime advantage of full employment was 
offset by deprivation of essential commodities 
such as wheat, flour, oil, cheese, meat, sugar and 
kerosene. Soaring inflation together with new 
taxes, introduced to offset income lost from 
customs duties, caused workÅÒÓȭ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄ 
to plummet. 

When peace returned Malta shared in the post-
war social and political unrest that plagued 
Europe popular expectations remained 
unfulfilled.  

Prof J.M. Pirotta 
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Marie  Louise Coleiro  Preca tirringrazja lill -Maltin  
taô Malta u taô Barra 

Irrid nagƚti ƚajr, lill-poplu Malti u Gƚawdxi kollu kemm hu, 

gƚar-rispett u l-appoƑƑ li tani.  Nagƚti ƚajr ukoll lil dawk 

fostna li anke kkritikawni, forsi kultant bègƚaƑƑla u mhux 

bil-ƚsieb, gƚaliex tgƚallimt ƚafna mingƚandhom ukoll.   

Tgƚallimt minn kulƚadd, speŒjalment meta Ƒejt fostkom. 

Tgƚallimt mit-tfal u ȍ-ȍgƚaȍagƚ tagƚna.  

Tgƚallimt l-aktar fuq kemm, aƚna kapaŒi individwalment, 

iȍda aktar u aktar kemm aƚna kapaŒi, meta nkunu 

magƚqudin u nieqfu maè xulxin.  Gƚeȍieȍ Kuti Maltin u Gƚawdxin, nassigurakom li l-esperjenzi kollha li 

gƚaddejna flimkien, ser jibqgƚu minquxin fèqalbi, bèimƚabba u bègƚoȍȍa.  Kien unur u privileƑƑ gƚalija li tul 

dawn il-ƚames snin, kelli l-opportunitaè li naqsam magƚkom, bƚala waƚda minnkom, din l-esperjenza bƚala 

l-President taè Malta.  

Fl-aƚƚarnett nappella lill-poplu tagƚna sabiex jkompli jirrispetta lill-Presidenza tagƚna, u jkompli jƚobb ir-

Repubblika tagƚna.  Hajr mill-qalb ta'dak kollu li ghamilt mal-poplu Malti u Ghawdxi.Kelli x-xorti nsir nafek 

mill-qrib.Grazzi mill-gdid.  (facebook) 

ORDER OF MALTA:  Maternal Care in Southern Jordan 
 

On 5th April, a cooperation 
agreement was signed 
between the Order of Maltaès 
Grand Priory of Rome and the 
Italian hospital in Karak. 
Amedeo de 
Franchis  Procurator of the 
Grand Priory, and Comboni 
Missionary Sister Alessandra 
Fumagalli met in the Grand 
Priory of Rome where they 
signed the agreement for the 
hospitalès maternity and 

neonatology unit. 

Specifically, the Grand Priory of Rome will 
finance the renovation of the department for 
mothers and babies and will also provide 
material support and professional assistance to 
the same unit. The renovation works will start 
next July. 

The Italian hospital ã entrusted since its 
foundation in 1935 to the Comboni Missionary 
Sisters ã represents the only Christian presence 
for health and social care in all of southern 
Jordan. The facility, situated in the town of 
Karak, the poorest in the country and some 140 

km from the capital Amman, assists the regional 
community and bordering areas where various 
ethnic groups live, as well as a significant 
number of refugees and foreign workers.  The 
agreement will allow the Order of Malta to 
actively assist the weaker sections of the 
population in Jordan, a country with which it has 
enjoyed diplomatic relations for over 15 years.  
Present at the meeting were Amb. Stefano 
Ronca, Secretary General for Foreign Affairs, 
and Lorenzo Borghese, Ambassador Designate 
to the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. 

https://www.instagram.com/marielouisecoleiropreca_mt/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjQsdKRvL3hAhWHT30KHRu-B-8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailytelegraph.com.au%2Fhome%2Fmalta-president-marie-louise-coleiro-preca-to-visit-la-valette-blacktown%2Fnews-story%2Fa7d717dbdfc1ffff822241f362d388b3&psig=AOvVaw3Iug-DRLJsM4HA7urdxaoc&ust=1554708819617794
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Ten medals for Maltese bowlers at Mediterranean 

Championships 
 

Sue Abela (left), Mauro Anastasi and 

Sara Xuereb helped Malta to ten-medal 

tally at the Mediterranean 

Championships.  

The 2019 Mediterranean Bowling 

Championships came to a close on 

Saturday with the Maltese national 

team putting up an impressive 

performance as they ended their 

commitments with ten medals. 

Yesterdayôs final day saw three 

Maltese bowlers in action when the 

top eight men and female 

participants faced each other in a 

knock-out format on a two-game total pinfall. 

Here, Sue Abela and Mauro Anastasi placed second in their category to take a silver medal. On the other 

hand Sara Xuereb won a bronze medal. 

The best result of the week was attained by Sue Abela and Sara Xuereb who won gold in the doubles 

competition. 

In the All Events, Sue Abela and Mauro Anastasi placed second with Xuereb taking a bronze medal. 

The Maltese trio also took their place on the podium in the singles competition on the opening day. In the 

womenôs competition, Sue Abela placed second ahead of Sara Xuereb while Mauro Anastasi won silver in 

the menôs competition. 

 

MALTESE NEWS ON SBS 
TV (Australia)  
Many Maltese Australians find it hard to stay 
on top of what is happening back in Malta. 
Currently, SBS 1 only broadcast one episode of 
Maltese news twice a week ɀ on Sunday and 
Thursday in the morning and the SBS Maltese 
radio show is available although not daily.  You 
may also watch it on the Internet SBS ON 

DEMAND anytime  and anywhere on 
https://www.sbs.com.au/ondemand/program/maltese -news. 
If you are looking for a more up to date and day by day Maltese new bulletin, why not give 
http://www.tvm.com.mt/  a go. To the right of the homepage, you will find a daily news bulletin 
video in which you can watch the nightly TVM news bulletin. Although, bare in mind this bulletin 
is only in Maltese and has no subtitles. 
This is a great way to improve your Maltese language skills or even welcome you to what the 
Maltese language is all about. http://www.tvm.com.mt/  also has a wide variety of written articles 
which you can also view along with https://www.facebook.com/TelevisionMalta  and 
https://twitter.com/TelevisionMalta  for social media updates on Maltese news. 
 

https://www.sbs.com.au/ondemand/program/maltese-news
http://www.tvm.com.mt/
http://www.tvm.com.mt/
https://www.facebook.com/TelevisionMalta
https://twitter.com/TelevisionMalta
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwilysbY4snhAhUScCsKHQT3C8IQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sbs.com.au%2Fondemand%2Fprogram%2Fmaltese-news&psig=AOvVaw0OUSqWUVZftQyY06wA9Sfv&ust=1555131490983740
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Good Friday 
processions in Malta  

Malta is known for being a 
religious country, with churches 
practically around every corner 
and feasts all year round. But the 

reason for this reputation is most evident during Holy Week, with activities and exhibitions 
all over the Maltese islands. 
The most popular of these activities are certainly the Good Friday processions, during 
which streets are transformed into open-air theatres that pay tribute to the Roman Catholic 
beliefs of suffering, death and resurrection. 
Every year on Good Friday, Christians around the world commemorate the death of Jesus 
Christ. His resurrection three days later is the Churchôs greatest feast and, for believers, 
the defining moment of their faith. For the Maltese, no other event captures the imagination 
quite as vividly as the annual Good Friday procession. 

Nothing can prepare the visitor for 
the sheer volume of images and 
rituals crammed into these few 
spring days. On the evening of Holy 
Thursday, pilgrims flock between 
towns and villages making the 
traditional Seven Churches 
Visitation; enthusiasts exhibit Last 
Supper salt and rice displays and 
sets of miniature statues, while 
confectioners make special ófastingô 
sweets like kwareŨimal, a delicious 
almond and honey biscuit. The 
marzipan-filled biscuits called Figolli 

have been made for centuries in Malta, traditionally eaten on Easter Sunday. 

The biggest attractions, however, remain the Good Friday processions which see the 
participation of a growing number of towns and villages. 
 

Where and at what time are Good Friday processions held?  
Various villages in Malta and Gozo organise Good Friday processions, some more popular 
than others. The bolded villages organise the more popularly visited processions and most 
start at 17:30h on Good Friday. 
Good Friday  processions  in  Malta  
½ÅÂÂÕù ɀ 5:30pm    Mosta ɀ 5:30pm    Birgu  (Vittoriosa)  ɀ 5:30pm 
Isla (Senglea) ɀ 5:30pm    Valletta  ɀ 6:00pm   Bormla (Cospicua) ɀ 5:30pm 
Luqa ɀ 5:30pm    Naxxar ɀ 5:30pm   Paola ɀ 5ȡσπÈ  1ÏÒÍÉ ɉ3ÁÎ YÏÒù ÐÁÒÉÓÈɊ ɀ 15:30pm  
Rabat ɀ 6:00pm   ½ÅÊÔÕÎ ɀ 5:00pm  
Good Friday  processions  in  Gozo 

Victoria  (Rabat)  ɀ 3ÁÎ YÏÒù "ÁÓÉÌÉÃÁ ɀ 4:00pm 
Nadur ɀ 4:00pm    8ÁÇüÒÁ ɀ ρψȡππ   ½ÅÂÂÕù ɀ 6:00pm 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seven_Churches_Visitation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seven_Churches_Visitation
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiXrbHquMnhAhXKe30KHb7VCxIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.etimalta.com%2Feaster-in-malta-traditions-and-events%2F&psig=AOvVaw3F6HIUKt87jwug7a0U5w89&ust=1555120316421811
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James 

Vella -

Bardon  

Novelist  

Hi all,     Oh my God what 
an AWESOME year was 
2018 ɀ )ȭÍ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÒÅÃÏÖÅÒÉÎÇ 

ÆÒÏÍ ÉÔȟ ÉÆ )ȭÍ ÈÏÎÅÓÔȦ )Î ÆÁÃÔ ÉÔȭÓ ÂÅÅÎ Á ÆÁÉÒ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÓÉÎÃÅ 
) ÄÒÏÐÐÅÄ ÅÖÅÒÙÂÏÄÙ Á ÌÉÎÅȢ !ÎÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÇÏÎÅ 
ÏÎ ÔÏ ÄÁÔÅ )ȭÍ ÎÏÔ ÑÕÉÔÅ ÓÕÒÅ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÏ ÂÅÇÉÎȦ 3Ï ÏÆÆ ÔÈÅ 
top of my head, here goes: 

There  &  Back Again  
We had a little book tour in Malta in September / 
October 2018. Magical time really. Always great to 
ÃÁÔÃÈ ÕÐ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÌÌ ÍÙ ÒÅÌÌÙÓ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÓÔÉÅÓ ÏÎ ȬÔÈÅ ÒÏÃËȭ 
(Malta). The book launch at Agenda Bookshop in 
Valletta drew a good crowd and just loved catching up 
with so many friends old and new. I hardly had time 
to get breakfast less a hair of the dog the next morning 
because it was off to Merlin Library on Bisazza Street 
where we caught up with a few more friends and met 
other Malta-based authors like the talented Liah S. 
Thorley, check out her body of work hereȢ *ÕÓÔ ÃÁÎȭÔ 
thank everyone at Agenda Bookshop, WHSmith, 
Merlin Library  & BDL Books enough for all the 
ÂÁÃËÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÙȭÖÅ ÇÉÖÅÎ 3ÈÅÒÉÆÆ ÔÏ ÄÁÔÅȢ 

During our stay on the rock I also enjoyed a 
fantastic interview with Sheriff fan Trudy Kerr on 
8&-ȭÓ 4ÈÅ "ÉÇ $ÒÉÖÅ (ÏÍÅ ɀ one of my best to date ɀ 
before being invited to meet the (well, now former) 
President of Malta H.E. Marie-Louise Coleiro Preca. 
(ÅÒ %ØÃÅÌÌÅÎÃÙ ×ÁÓ ÔÉÐÐÅÄ ÏÆÆ ÁÂÏÕÔ 3ÈÅÒÉÆÆȭÓ 

achievements by the 
awesome Maltese 
Sheriff fan (can I call 
you a fan, Claire? LOL) 
Claire Busuttil who 
was part of the 
famous and 
unforgettable group 
of readers worldwide 
who read a pre-launch serialised version of the Sheriff 
on The Pigeonhole back in January 2018. Claire was 
so delighted that a Maltese author made it onto The 
Pigeonhole (great online reading book club which you 
should all try out ɀ did anyone hear about my recent 
exchange with Jeffrey Archer on it?) that she even 
ÎÁÍÅÄ ÈÅÒ ÐÅÔ ÂÕÄÇÉÅ ȬSantiagoȭ ÉÎ ÈÏÎÏÕÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ 
landmark literary achievement! 
It was a great honour to be granted an audience by 
Her Excellency who received us so well and was so 
kind to the kids. Her excellent footman Louie even 
took us on a tour of the palace as well as the grounds 
at San Anton Palace. Claire and her family also joined 
us and it was lovely to finally meet her and her family, 
and look forward to catching up with them again 
sometime soon. Oh and I even made it onto the local 
telly for an interview before making it back to my 
ÍÕÍȭÓ ÆÏÒ ÌÕÎÃÈȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÁÓ ÑÕÉÔÅ ÃÏÏÌȟ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÂÅÉÎÇ 
interviewed by The Times and MaltaToday and also 
receiving promotion from the ever supportive Malta 
Independent. 
The feedback and support from the rock has been just 
Á×ÅÓÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÄÁÔÅ Ǫ ) ÃÁÎȭÔ ÔÈÁÎË ÐÅÏÐÌÅ Âack home 
enough. People with hearts of gold who have done me 
a real solid in terms of book promo. Agenda Bookshop 
ÁÌÓÏ ÌÅÔ ÍÅ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ -ÁÌÔÅÓÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒ ÔÏ 
break the English fiction bestseller list  on the rock 
ɉÇÕÌÐȦɊ ÁÎÄ ÏÖÅÒ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÉÔ ÓÅÅÍÓ ÔÈÁÔ 3ÁÎÔÉÁÇÏȭÓ 
ÆÉÒÓÔ ÃÁÐÅÒ ÅÖÅÎ ÏÕÔÓÏÌÄ ȬThe Reckoningȭ by John 
Grisham who is hugely popular in Malta. These are 
dizzying milestones for a boy from the rock so as a 
ÄÅÂÕÔ ÎÏÖÅÌÉÓÔ )ȭÌÌ ÈÁÐÐÉÌÙ ÔÁËÅ ÔÈÅÍȦ ,ÁÓÔ ÍÏÎÔÈ 
AirMalta also featured Sheriff in the March edition of 
their in -ÆÌÉÇÈÔ ÍÁÇÁÚÉÎÅ Ȭ)Ì-"ÉÚÚÉÌÌÁȭ ×hich met with 
some good feedback, you can read the whole thing on 
pages 62-63 here. A big thanks also go to famous TV 
host Peppi Azzopardi for giving Sheriff a nod on his 
ÐÒÉÍÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÁÌË ÓÈÏ× Ȭ8ÁÒÁÂÁÎËȭ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÌÅÇÅÎÄÁÒÙ 
actor Edward Mercieca for also giving the novel a 
shout at Panto! 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/jvb.novelist/photos/?tab=album&album_id=2218415618393990
http://www.liahthorley.com/
https://m.facebook.com/AgendaBookshop/photos/a.154287564599023/2221353147892444/?type=3&source=48
https://www.facebook.com/merlinlibrary/photos/a.59262332257/10156699305437258/?type=3&theater
https://bdlbooks.com/product/the-sheriffs-catch/
https://www.facebook.com/jvb.novelist/videos/214028189486562/
https://www.facebook.com/jvb.novelist/photos/a.1941186806116874/2218102295091989/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/ThePigeonholeHQ/photos/a.279502418872518/932583066897780/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/ThePigeonholeHQ/photos/a.279502418872518/932583066897780/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/jvb.novelist/posts/2238476196387932
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=claire%20busuttil%20santiago&epa=SEARCH_BOX
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marie-Louise_Coleiro_Preca
https://www.facebook.com/jvb.novelist/videos/945848718936800/
https://www.facebook.com/jvb.novelist/videos/945848718936800/
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20181017/life-features/author-becomes-an-open-book.691781
https://www.facebook.com/jvb.novelist/photos/a.1941186806116874/2219404738295078/?type=3&theater
http://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2019-01-15/newspaper-lifestyleculture/Maltese-novel-bags-top-Cover-Design-Award-6736202073
http://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2019-01-15/newspaper-lifestyleculture/Maltese-novel-bags-top-Cover-Design-Award-6736202073
https://www.eve.com.mt/2019/01/03/interview-with-writer-james-vella-bardon/
https://www.facebook.com/jvb.novelist/photos/a.1937860379782850/2208673656034853/?type=3&theater
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/38389488-the-reckoning
https://issuu.com/bizzilla/docs/issue_75_web
https://www.instagram.com/p/BusLRS8HHk7/
https://www.facebook.com/jvb.novelist/videos/394696007938231/
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In an article 

entitled óHouses in 
Kingsway* and Old 
Bakery Street, Vallettaô published in the Melita 
Historica ï Journal of the Malta Historical 
Society, Vol 2 of November 1959, Victor F. 
Denaro wrote that :  
At the corner of Kingsway (*) with St Nicholas 
Street we come to a very fine house known as 
the Palazzo De La Salle (Nos 217 ï 219 
Kingsway). This palace was bought for Sc. 
11,700 from Comm. Fra Geronimo Basadonne 
by the Prior of Barletta, Fra Camillo Albertini 
(¹), who in 1684 commanded the galley S. 
Antonio (²). Pr ior Albertini died in the Convent 
on the 28 November 1712, without having 
disposed of his property, and the house and its 
dependencies then passed to the Treasury. 

Grand Master Raymond Perellos Roccafull 
acquired the premises from the Treasury in 
1713 (³), and wishing to show in a practical 
manner his affection for both the paternal and 
maternal sides of his family, donated the palace 
to his nephews the Marquis de Dosaguas, Don 
Gennaro Perellos and the Count dô Albatera, 
Don Guglielmo Roccafull, Grandee of Spain, 
with the proviso that the Treasury was to allow 
the enjoyment of the house and its 
dependencies to those knights, descendants of 
the Marquis de Dosaguas and of the Count dô 
Albatera, who presented themselves in Malta 
for service with the Order. Afte r 42 years from 

its foundations the  MSA was still without 
premises, therefore every activity up to the year 
1894, was limited or restricted as it depended 
on whether the right place could be made 
available. Governor Sir Arthur J. Lyon 
Freemantle (1893-1899) realised that it was 
essential for the MSA to have premises isuitable 
for an active organisation. With the sustained 
efforts of his Chief Secretary Gerald Strickland 
the Governor successfully concluded 
negotiations with the family heirs of 
Businessman Segond to concede that Palazzo 
Xara (opposite St Johnôs Con-Cathedral) be 
used by the MSA. The Governor and his 
Secretary were honoured for their efforts and 
were appointed Patron and Hon. President 
respectively. The 1896 Industrial Exhibition 
was the first activity taking place at Palazz Xara. 
This building was destroyed by enemy action 
during World War II.  

Between 1904 and 1922 the MSA occupied 
premises at 76 Old Theatre Street, at 28 South 
Street, at 156 Christopher Street, all in Valletta. 
As stated above the MSA was finally given 
Palazzo de la Salle, 219 Republic Street Valletta 
to be used as its seat in 1923.  Prime Minister 
Joseph Howard granted the use of Palazzo de la 
Salle to the society in 1923.   *Kingsway was 
named Republic Square in 19

http://artsmalta.org/wp-content/uploads/Palazzo-de-La-Salle-Logo.jpg
http://artsmalta.org/wp-content/uploads/palazzodelasalle.jpg

