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 MALTESE FARMER                           {9[[LbD Dh!¢{Ω aL[Y                           THE CHICKEN HAWKER 
 
From paintings of Chev. Edward Caruana Dingli (1876-1950) 

 
Chev.Edward Caruana Dingli  was born in Valletta, Malta of a family of artists in 1876.  
In 1898, he was commissioned in the Royal Malta Artillery. He studied art under the 
celebrated Guze Cali (1846-1930) and at theBritish Academy in Rome, Italy.  He excelled 
himself as a painter of Maltese landscape and folklore. 
 
Edward Caruana Dingli is the twentieth century painter many Maltese are likeliest to know 
by name and by fame, and some of his works have long attained iconic status. So highly 
regarded was he in his own lifetime that in the 1920s he was utilized by the officials 
responsible for the marketing of the fledgling tourist industry, and in fact the colourful 
images of Malta and of Maltese people he produced created what contemporary 
managers would call ñbrandingò for Malta. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.asla.org/ppn/default.aspx?FolderID=5258
mailto:honconsul@live.com.au
http://www.ozmalta.page4.me/
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WE FULLY AGREE WITH THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A MALTESE CULTURAL INSTITUE 

Many Maltese are now resident in foreign countries, resulting in an urgent need for the promotion of Maltese culture in these countries. 

It is a fact that there is the potential of Maltese communities abroad to contribute positively to Maltese culture and the do our utmost to 

facilitate and encourage their active participation.  This is one of the aims of this e-newsletter. 

The National Cultural Policy launched last year includes a chapter dealing with International Cultural Cooperation. It emphasizes the 
potential for Malta to act as a creative hub in the centre of the Mediterranean. It is an aim to place Malta as an "attractive and 
contemporary creative centre in the Mediterranean region".  It is proposed to establish a Maltese Cultural Institute, which will be 
strategically placed as an important element for our cultural and creative international presence. 

We realise the importance of Malta as an "international platform where creative workers, local and international, can create and develop 
services that have a regional, European and global significance." 

Apart from the list of 'present shortcomings', there is room for the strengthening of ties with the Maltese Diaspora and the role of 
individuals of high quality and enterprises that operate on international level and as such Malta can maximise on the fact that it already 
has Maltese creative workers on an international level. 

One of the aims of the Maltese Cultural Institute is the development of a Scheme of Cultural Ambassadors that publicly acknowledges 
international achievements of Maltese artists and cultural workers. 

It is expected that this Institute will be established through an agreement between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of 
Tourism, Culture and the Environment. The success of this institute depends on the cooperation of these two ministries as well as the 
participation of other players in the field, including the Council of Maltese Living Abroad, public and private institutions, voluntary 
organisations locally and overseas and the Local Councils. 

This is a summary of the aims of the Institute, namely of: 

¶ providing effective governance for cultural diplomacy, 

¶ coordinates annual allocations from a number of agencies and authorities so as to assist in the mobility of artists and other 
cultural workers and artistic works and collections of cultural heritage, whilst at the same time binding the allocation of these resources 
to cultural promotion programmes, 

¶ ensures overseas promotion of Maltese culture with an emphasis on excellence and innovation, and 

¶ consolidates the link between culture, tourism and diplomacy where synergy will result in economic benefits and the creation 
of jobs in Malta. 

This is about strengthening the Maltese cultural, economic and political ties with other countries through an active dialogue and cultural 
cooperation. Cultural diplomacy shortens distances between countries, serving as a powerful tool in bringing nations closer, in bringing 
people closer together and building virtual bridges, to better understand and empathise with the other. Art and culture's language is 
universal and therefore it can reach where any other language fails. 
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CHINA CULTURAL CENTRE IN MALTA : 173 Melita Street Valletta VLT1127 Malta  

  

Gu Hongxing, Director of China Cultural Centre in Malta, welcomes you 

 

2014 Happy Chinese New Year in Valletta 
 

Under the patronage of the Parliamentary Secretariat for Culture and Local Government of Malta and the Embassy of the 
Peopleôs Republic of China, China Cultural Centre and Valletta Local Council will once again jointly hold the 2014 Happy 
Chinese New Year in Valletta to share the joy and happiness of the Year-of-Horse Spring Festival. The China Zhangjiajie 
Art Troupe consisting 30 outstanding artists will present spectacular Chinese art performance to our Maltese friends. 

 

Malta and China sign Cultural Implementation plan3  

 

Chinaôs Deputy Minister of Culture Ding Wei has met Malta's 
Culture Secretary Jose Herrera. 

Deputy Minister Ding Wei recalled the strong support given by the 
Maltese government during the evacuation of Chinese citizens from 
Libya in 2011. 

Under a joint initiative China established the first European Cultural 
Centre in Malta. 

After the talks Deputy Minister Ding and Parliamentary Secretary Herrera 
signed the " Government of the People's Republic and the Government 
of the Republic of Malta 2014-2018 Cultural implementation plan ." 

http://malta.cccweb.org/mt/whzxjs/zxzrzc/2096.shtml
http://malta.cccweb.org/mt/whzxjs/zxzrzc/2096.shtml
http://malta.cccweb.org/mt/whzxjs/zxzrzc/2096.shtml
http://malta.cccweb.org/mt/sy/zxyg/24025.shtml
http://www.maltastar.com/dart/20140114-malta-and-china-sign-cultural-implementation-plan
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HOBSONS BAY CITY COUNCIL ï ALTONA ï VICTORIA 

Merǩba; Maltese Exhibition at the Louis Joel Arts and Community Centre 

MAYOR COUNCILLOR ANGELA ALTIER  

Did you know that nearly 4.4 per cent of all Hobsons Bay residents have a Maltese ancestry, including just over 1,300 of 
Hobsons Bayôs residents who were born in Malta? 

Currently, Hobsons Bay City Council has two elected councillors of Maltese origin, including Mayor Cr Angela Altair, who 
was Australiaôs first Maltese-born female Mayor, and immediate past Mayor Cr Tony Briffa. 

Cr Altair announced a special Maltese exhibition opening on 14th June to recognize this strong heritage.  

The Merǩba exhibition is a cultural display of the Mediterranean islands and has been put together by the Council in partnership with the Louis 
Joel Arts and Community Centre. 

ñMerǩa is a celebration of the Maltese community; their stories and their photos,ò said the Mayor. 

ñHobsons Bay residents can enjoy personal stories and photos of local Maltese people and their families, learn about the islands of Malta, the 
journeys to Australia, and the vibrant Maltese community in Hobsons Bay. 

ñWe are probably unique in local government in Australia, in that we boast three past Mayors of Maltese origin, including Renee Caruana and 
my colleague Cr Briffa. Itôs fitting that the exhibition is being held in Altona, given the very large Maltese community that has settled here and I 
am proud that we are saluting one of our major and oldest ethnic groups.ò 

Curated by Heather van Heerwaarden, the exhibition opens on Friday, 14th June from 6.30pm and runs until Friday, 28th June at  the Louis Joel 
Arts and Community Centre. The gallery is open Monday to Thursday from 10.00am to 4.00pm and Friday to Sunday from 11.00am to 4.00pm.  

There will also be Maltese storytelling sessions on Sunday, 16th June from 2.00pm to 3.00pm; Tuesday, 18th June from 11.00am to 12.00pm; 
and Sunday, 23rd June from 2.00pm to 3.00pm. 

Merǩba means welcome and is the second in a series of biannual cultural exhibitions presented by the Council in partnership with the Louis 
Joel Arts and Community Centre, following on from Anamnisis, stories of the Greek community, in 2011. 

Merǩba means Welcome 
Did you know Maltese died alongside Aussie soldiers in the Great War? That thousands 
of our wounded ANZACs were hospitalised on the tiny Mediterranean island? Many 
ANZACs owed their lives to the kindly islanders who mobilised the entire island to treat 
the wounded from Gallipoli. In May 1916 one soldier telegraphed home: ôWounded in 
foot, am in heaven in Malta.ô  

These fascinating facts come from an interesting book by historian Barry York (despite the name he has Maltese heritage) 
titled Empire and Race: the Maltese in Australia 1881-1949. (NSWUP, 1990.) The book traces Maltaôs long, and 
sometimes dark history in Australia, dating from the 1880s when Queenslandôs notorious óblackbirdersô turned to cheap 

Maltese labour to harvest sugar cane. Like all southern Europeans, early Maltese 
immigrants faced racism and discrimination, with an infamous incident where 
a boatload of Maltese labourers was turned away and forced to sail to Noumea.  

Happily all this changed with the signing of the Assisted Passage agreement in 
1948 (the first outside Britain) triggering a flood of Azzopardis, Micallefs and 
Fenechs landing at Station Pier to man the booming factories and dockyards 
of post-War Australia. Many made their home in Hobsons Bay, especially Altona 
and Williamstown.  

On the left - My original passport photo with my parents.   Another civic leader of 
Maltese heritage was local teacher Renee Caruana who was Mayor in 

2004Today people of Maltese birth or descent comprise one of our cityôs biggest migrant groups. High profile locals 
include Shaun Micallef in Williamstown, Borgôs Cakes in Altona and Chevalier Joe Attard everywhere! Hobsons Bay City 
Council has had three Mayors of Maltese birth or descent including Councillor Tony Briffa and myself, arguably unique in 
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Australian local government. Thereôs no doubt we Maltese have made our mark in Hobsons Bay.  .The Merǩba 
Exhibition ï it means welcome ï opens this Friday at 6.30pm at Altonaôs Louis Joel Gallery and features photographs 
profiles and stories of the local Maltese community members. There will be story telling sessions and artifacts. Hope you 
can join me and Cr Briffa at the opening of this wonderful celebration of Maltese culture and history. Who knows I might 
even break into ghana (the gh is silent) the traditional Maltese folk singing!  

A SAD DAY IN THE HISTORY OF MALTESE SETTLEMENT IN AUSTRALIA - 1980 
MALTESE GENTLE  PRIEST BRUTALLY MURDERED  

 
Father George Scerri MSSP., was born on May 16, 1910, in Qormi, Malta, and  
registered as Francesco, second of six surviving sons of Carmelo Scerri, a shopkeeper, 
and his wife Vincenza Zerafa. Educated at St. Aloysius' College, Birkirkara, and St. 
Mark's Theological School, Rabat, he joined the Missionary Society of St. Paul in 
January 1929, and took the Religious Name of George. He was ordained to the 
Priesthood on April 2, 1938, and assigned to St. Jo seph's Technical Institute, Ɩamrun, 
a home for orphans and underprivileged children. While there, he ran a printing -press 
which published a daily Catholic newspaper.  
 
Between 1958 and 1961, Father Scerri served as Chaplain on a number of ships which 
took t housands of Maltese migrants to Australia and Canada. Based in Canada from 
1960 until 1962, from time to time he also attended to the spiritual needs of 
immigrants at London, Ontario, and Detroit, Michigan, United States of America. In 
1963, through an arr angement between the MSSP and Cardinal Norman Gilroy, 
Archbishop of Sydney, Scerri arrived in Australia. He was sent to minister in East 
Sydney, a district known for its concentrations of newly arrived immigrants, crowded 
boarding houses, gambling dens and  brothels. Next year he opened a small chapel in 

a property purchased at Stanley Street and named De Piro House after the Society's founder, Monsignor Joseph De 
Piro.  

 
Appointed Provincial of the MSSP in Australia in 1971, Scerri moved from Sydney to Melb ourne. The Society had been 
established there in 1948, and the city was home to Australia's largest number of Maltese, with some 23,000 born in 
Malta. He had a major impact, not only as a priest who developed trust and respect, but as an individual who was  
determined to unify the Maltese community. The handsome and modern Centru Malti (Maltese Centre), built on MSSP 
premises in Royal Parade, Parkville, testified to his dedication towards this goal.  

 
On July 13, 1980, Scerri was savagely assaulted in the soc iety's residence, St. Mary's Mission House, Sydney Road, 
Brunswick, by a person or persons unknown, for a plastic wallet and just $20 in cash. He died from his injuries on 
August 4, that year in Royal Melbourne Hospital and was buried in Melbourne General Cemetery. The death of 'Dun 
ƐorƑ', as he was affectionately known, horrified and stunned the Maltese community and the public at large. His death 
was also reported in Malta, where a Requiem Mass was held.  

 
Remembered as having a kind smile for everyone, Sc erri was, at the time of his death, one of the most experienced of 
the MSSP's seventeen priests in Melbourne, Sydney and Perth. Like other members of the Society, he led a frugal life. 
He had the ability 'to listen and to offer advice'. Fr. Stanley Tomlin,  the MSSP's Superior General in Malta, praised him 
as a man who 'never drove a car, and yet could be seen in any church, hospital and home at any time'. An obituary in 
the "Times of Malta" described his life as 'saintly and exemplary'.   

 

  



MALTESE E-NEWSLETTER ς JANUARY 2014 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Phone:            (08) 8241 0266 
 Fax: (08) 8241 0299 
Email: reception@malteseagedcare.org.au 

Website: www.malteseagedcare.org.au 

Address 
62 Stroud Street North  CHELTENHAM SA 5014 
Postal Address   PO Box 6004  ALBERTON SA 5014 
 
In recognition of the fact that the Maltese Community in South Australia is one of 
the fastest ageing within this State and that its particular needs, at the time of 
incorporation, are not being met within the wider community, the Association will, 
on a non-profit basis, research the specific needs of this community and facilitate 
and develop the provision for services and resources to meet such needs. 
The Intent of Maltese Aged Care Association SA Inc: 
Our organisation aims to develop services to meet the need of the elderly and 
disabled in the Maltese community. To further this aim we become involved in 
community service networks and activities that will assist in the development of 
these services and provide options for our clients. Our clientele consists of 
individuals and families from various backgrounds as well as the Maltese 
community. 
Services provided: Meals - Home delivered and/or Pickup 
Recent Accomplishments of Maltese Aged Care Association SA Inc: 
Approximately 7 - 8 years ago, our organisation formed a partnership with the 
Adelaide Central Mission that enables us to offer Community Aged Care Packages 
to the Maltese elderly as part of their Multicultural Homecare Program. 
 
The Maltese Meals service was developed approx 4 years to deliver Maltese meals 
to the elderly and disabled on a daily basis. The past year has seen the 
development of the Home & Community Care service. This service aims to provide 
volunteer support to meet various needs of our clients in their own home. 

 
After years of negotiations with Port Adelaide Central Mission, we have been successful in securing a residential house for our clients 
who are in need of residential care. Melita House is situated at the Regency Green Aged Care Facility. 
Current Activities of Maltese Aged Care Association SA Inc: 
The Meals Service prepares approx 50 meals per day that volunteers deliver to each client at their home. Volunteers currently visit  
the elderly and provide companionship and religious services if requested in their own home and also to our clients in residential  
care. 
We are currently planning an activities program that will involve recreational activities and bus trips for our clients and volunteers. 
Participation in Maltese Aged Care Association SA Inc: 
The group is open for everyone to join or participate in our work as a volunteer.  
 
 

MALTA RUGBY LEAGUE ASSOCIATION (Australia) 
VISION OF  MALTA RUGBY LEAGUE ASSOCIATION 
The Malta Rugby League Trust aims to support Malta Rugby Leagueôs mission ñPromote and Develop Rugby 

 League within the  
Maltese communityò.  The MRL Trust will mobilise resources and generate initiatives to increase membership,  
enhance member 
 involvement, expand missions, and stimulate new fields of activity for the Malta Rugby League. 

 
 
 
 

The venue is wheelchair accessible. 

mailto:reception@malteseagedcare.org.au
http://www.malteseagedcare.org.au/


MALTESE E-NEWSLETTER ς JANUARY 2014 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

7 

 

MALTA RUGBY LEAGUE ASSOCIATION (Australia)  
 

MRL Trust Association Profile    

Australian links lie in the form of an MRL Trust based in NSW that enables the foundation to promote the legacy across Australia. The MRL 
Trust is governed by a group of 5 appointed Trustees. Volunteers give their time to provide a safe environment for members of  all ages to 
participate in the sport of rugby league. The association fosters community spirit through hosting competitions and social events, and 
encouraging participants to develop their abilities.    

Trustee Office Bearers: Mark Sultana, David Axisa, Veronica Vella, Daniela Grech and Bradley Clews .  

Malta Rugby League is an Official Observer of the Rugby League European Federation (RLEF) and a member of the governmental Kunsill 
Malti ghall-iSport (Malta Sports Council). The organisation was formed in 2008 following the merger of the now defunct Maltese Rugby League 
Association (formed in 2004 in Australia) and the local Kumitat Nazzjonali tar-Rugby League fôMalta (2006), in a move that was designed to 
homogenise Maltese rugby leagueôs structure and further its European dimension.    

Full European integration occurred in 2011 when the remaining Australian-based Directors resigned, paving the way for locals to take their 
place. The four-person Board oversees MRL policy, with an operations team in Malta & Gozo who are responsible for the day-to-day running of 
the sport.     The Under-13s Academy team, launched in 2011, is one of four sections of rugby league played in Malta, alongside senior men's, 
womenôs, wheelchair and schools. In addition to its exemplary approach to equity and diversity, the MRL boasts strong media relations both 
domestically and internationally as well as a strong visibility of the sport throughout Maltese Islands.    

Board of Directors: Anthony Micallef, Roderick Attard, Daniel Grima and Clifford Debattista.   Board of Directors Contact: 
amicallef@malteserugbyleague.com 

 
The Maltese Bowlers Social Group NSW, Australia, Inc. 

The Maltese Bowlers Social Group NSW, Australia, Inc. was founded on the initiative of Moses Mifsud. The 
scope of the association was to create an opportunity for lawn bowlers of Maltese origin to get together on a 
regular basis to play and promote their sport in a friendly environment, socialise, make new friends and have a 
good time with bowlers of the same background. 

On the 6th December 1998, nine Maltese-Australian bowlers met for their first official game at the Bexley 
Bowling Club and gave birth to this new Sydney based association. Thanks to those founding members and the 
great enthusiasm and continuous hard work of Moses Mifsud, the association developed and matured having 

been built on sound foundations.   

The Maltese Bowlers of NSW, as they are known for short, made their first official home base at the Auburn 
Bowling Club in July 1999. A couple of years later, in June 2001, they were certified as an incorporated 
association by the Department of Fair Trading. After the closure of the Auburn Bowling Club, they moved to the 

present home base, the Rosehill Bowling Club, on the 1st of May 2005.   

They organise monthly friendly games of lawn bowls at different NSW bowling clubs. Pairs and Triples championships are organi zed within the 
club every year and trophies are presented to the winners. At every game the bowlers wear the official club gear and the associationôs flag is 

flown. From time to time they hold social functions and day trips for their members and friends. Currently the club, that is managed by a 
committee of nine, averages 90 members of both genders who play at their respective registered bowling clubs in all grades and who, through 
their activities, uphold the Maltese culture, heritage and good standing in the community of which they are all very proud. They are also proud 
to belong to a well respected and well run association.   

They are a combined member with The Royal NSW Bowling Association Inc. and support the Australian division of the Malta Lawn Bowls 
Association in its activities. The club is an active member of the Maltese Community Council of NSW. 

They are honoured to have the Hon. John Aquilina MP, Leader of the House, as their Patron and greatly appreciate the assistance they receive 
from their major sponsor Breakaway Travel as well as from BCIB Insurance Brokers, The Maltese Herald and The Bank of Valletta. They also 
receive good publicity support from the Maltese language radio programmes broadcasted in Sydney on 2GLF, 2RRR and SBS.  

The Maltese Community in Victoria Australia Written by Teresa Zammit  

ï Tobin Brothers Funeral Planner 

When I was a small girl in Australia, I grew up in Springvale and was brought up within the Maltese Community. Our 
involvement as a family within the Maltese Community has stemmed through generations. One of the main forces through 
the Maltese Community is the involvement of the Missionary Society of St Paul who originated in Malta and came to 

Australia to service the Maltese Community with the migration of many Maltese families in the 1950ôs. 

mailto:amicallef@malteserugbyleague.com?subject=Malta%20Rugby%20League%20Association
http://tobinbrothers.com.au/blog/2012/07/27/the-maltese-community-in-victoria/
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With a great need, a non profit organisation which provided social, cultural, recreational and welfare support to its 
members was established in July 1958.  This organisation is called the Maltese Community Council of Victoria. Within 
this organisation, many clubs were formed throughout Victoria. Many Maltese, when migrating to Australia, brought their 
own traditions and religious affiliations with them. Maltese families lived in villages/suburbs in Malta, and the main 
influence in each village was a Church base and patroned by a Saint. Families would celebrate the Saints feast day by 
week long festivities and groups were established to formulate these festivities. 

So of course these traditions have been carried thought to their new found country. Tobin Brothers Funerals supports 
many of these Clubs in Australia, such as: St Helena Maltese ï Australian Social Club, Reskeon, St George and St 
Gaetanôs Society to name a few. These clubs hold their own festivities every year, such as St George in March. The 

Missionary Society of St Paul has also been a big influence on my life and that of my families as my Uncle, Fr Pius 
Zammit who passed away some time ago after injuries in a car accident. So my association with the priest of this order 

has not only been professional but also personal. In recent times, support to the Clubs is given in the way of St. 
SHelena festivities last AugustHelena and St Gaetan in August advertisements and donations and attendance to 

festivities, where ever possible, such as my attendance at the. 

. 

Funerals and the Maltese Community 

Traditionally in Malta, Rosaries were held in the family home and led by a family member. The following day the funeral 
would be held in the Church and family would walk to the nearest cemetery for burial, due to the heat in Malta and no 
cooling systems the funeral was held within 24 hours of the death. In Australia, time lines are different due to the facilities 
provided. Rosaries are held the night before the funeral and passing the house en route to the cemetery are not a Maltese 
tradition, but have inherited these from other cultures. 

Rosaries held the night before was once thought that if mourners could not attend the funeral, they could at least attend 
the night before. More and more, Maltese families are now opting for the Rosary prior to the Mass and rather than passing 
the house families are opting for the hearse to depart from the family home to the funeral service. This option gives 
families the comfort that their loved one has come home for the  
 

 
Our newsletter is featured regularly on http://www.starsandstripesmalta.com/ 

 

http://www.tobinbrothers.com.au/
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A very talented youngster - Oliver's 
Journal  
Oliver was born in Pieta', Malta on the 19th of October 2004, (he will 
be 10 this year) moved with his parents to the south of England in 
December 2007, and then to Melbourne, Australia in January 2010. 

He wrote his travel journal during the weeks leading up to his 8th 
birthday while holidaying in Malta during September / October 2012 
with his adoring younger brother Alex, Italian-Australian mother 
Sandra and Maltese-Australian father Mark. 

Most of Oliver's extended family on Mark's side, including his 
paternal great-grandmother, grandparents, great uncles & aunts 
and second cousins, live in Malta. They are loving, warm and very 
funny in a typical Maltese way. Yet what really sets them apart is 
their appetite for adventure, fun, and storytelling (especially as any 
of the aforementioned relate to the sea) - all of which capture a 
child's heart and imagination. As a result, Oliver and Alex have built 
very special relationships with their Maltese relatives (as well as several like-minded Maltese friends of the family) - 

relationships which can happily lie rather dormant for extended 
periods when seventeen thousand kilometres (give or take) 
between Malta and Melbourne separates the family and 
friends, but relationships which immediately spark to life 
stronger than ever during each visit. 

Of course the back-drop for all of this is Malta - the jewel in the 
centre of the Mediterranean - steeped in history, culture, 
colour, pageantry, flavour, texture and everything that makes 
this part of the world so special. 

The original idea for Oliver's travel journal came from his year 
2 teacher in Melbourne. The intention was that, while Oliver 
was away from class on holiday, he would email his class 
regularly describing what he was getting up to - a homework 
exercise. As the instalments were submitted from Nanna's 
(Grandma's) computer in Sliema, Malta and received seconds 
later on a computer at Oliver's school in Williamstown near 

Melbourne, Australia, the journal began to take a life of its own: It prompted class studies about Malta, Maltese food, 
history, etc. Mothers and fathers of Oliver's school mates got to know not just what Oliver and his family were up to on the 
other side of the world, but, through their children, also started finding out ófacts' about Malta. Oliver's large Italian-
Australian extended family in Australia soon got wind of it - they made copies, shared copies with others and it went on. At 
one point it seemed like the community was abuzz about this humble homework assignment - even Alex's kindergarten 
teacher heard about it, asked for a copy and printed it as a keepsake. Eventually, Oliver's and Alex's Nanna (Grandma) 
suggested that the MTA might be interested in publishing it for sharing with, well, anyone - and so, here it is.  
http://www.visitmalta.com/en/oliversjournal 

 

We thank all our readers from Malta, Gozo, Australia, United States, 
Canada, United Kingdom and Europe for their kind support.  We appreciate 
your feedback, comments, contributions and suggestions on how we can 
improve our publication. 

Promoting the Maltese Culture, history and heritage is our aim!! 

 

http://www.visitmalta.com/en/oliversjournal
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CENTRAL COAST COMMUNITY RADIO 

 

Every second Thursday at 6:00pm Nathalie Gatt hosts Viva Malta 
Nathalie will bring you Music by Australian Maltese artists and Maltese singers. 
You can catch up on Community news pertaining to events organised by the Maltese Central Coast Social and 
Recreational Club and  you wonôt miss out on any important news about events held in Sydney organised by the Maltese 
Community Council of NSW, Maltese Cultural Association of NSW and Maltese Welfare (NSW) Inc. 
Listen to Interviews with Australian/Maltese people who make a difference in our community and some history about the 
Maltese Islands. 
Viva Malta every second Thursday at 6:00pm, follow this program on our program guide. 
 

Malta offers citizenship for 650,000 euros  

 
Most Malta MPs have approved a plan to sell citizenship of the country for 650,000 euros. Source: AAP  
MALTA'S parliament has voted to sell citizenship with practically no strings attached for 650,000 euros 
($A946,210) to help reduce the country's deficit.  
The plan, approved on Wednesday, is expected to go into effect within a few weeks. 
Opposition Nationalist Party MPs have vowed to repeal the law and revoke all citizenships sold if their party returns to 
power. 
Prime Minister Joseph Muscat predicted that selling citizenship will bring 30 million euros into government coffers annually 
and help ease the country's deficit. 
In Brussels, European Union spokesman Michele Cercone noted that Malta and other member states have full 
sovereignty to decide how and to whom they grant citizenship. 
The European Court of Justice has on several occasions confirmed the principle of international law that it is for each 
member state to lay down the conditions for acquisition of its citizenship. 
Anyone 18 or older will be able to become a citizen of Malta, which has a population of 418,000. 
Due diligence will be given to applications, such as criminal background checks, but neither investment on the island nor 
residency will be required.   Purchasers are entitled to buy Maltese passports for immediate relatives for 25,000 euros. 

 

Maltese American  From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Maltese American  

Total population 

Maltese 35,103 American 
0.01% of the U.S population (2010) 

Languages 

English, Maltese 

Religion 

Roman Catholicism 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maltese_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholicism
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Maltese Americans are Americans with ethnic origins in the southern European nation of Malta. 

The first immigrants from Malta to the United States arrived in this country during the mid-eighteenth century to the city of 
New Orleans, Louisiana. Many Americans assumed Malta was part of Italy. In some cases "Born Malta, Italy" was put on 

tombstones of Maltese because of the confusion. However, at this time and in the 
nineteenth century the Maltese who emigrated to the United States were still scarce. In 
fact, in the 1860s, only between five and ten Maltese emigrated to the United States every 
year. The majority of them were agricultural workers, and, in the case of New Orleans, 
market gardeners and vegetable dealers. After World War I, in 1919, Maltese immigration 
to the US increased. Thus, just in the first quarter of 1920 more than 1,300 Maltese 
immigrated to the United States. Detroit, Michigan, with jobs in the expanding automobile 
industry, drew the largest share of immigrants. It is believed that in the following years, 
more than 15,000 Maltese people emigrated to the United States, later getting U.S. 
citizenship. 

A significant percentage of early Maltese immigrants intended to stay only temporarily for 
work, but many settled in the US permanently. In addition to Detroit, other industrial cities such as New York City, Los 
Angeles, and San Francisco, California, attracted Maltese immigrants. Later, after World War II, the Maltese Government 
committed to pay passage costs to Maltese people who wanted to emigrate and live at least two years abroad. This 
program led to increased emigration by the people of the island and made up approximately 8,000 Maltese who arrived to 
the United States between the years 1947 and 1977. Also during this century, the island's government also promoted the 
Maltese emigration because the island was overpopulated. A Maltese community thrives in San Pedro and Long Beach. 

The majority of Maltese immigrants arrived in the first half of the twentieth century, settling in cities like Detroit, New York 
City, San Francisco, Houston, and Chicago. The majority of Americans of Maltese descent now live in these five cities, 
particularly Detroit (approximately 44,000 Maltese) and New York City (more than 20,000 Maltese), the latter mostly 
concentrated in Astoria, Queens. 

The 2010 American Community Survey estimated 35,103 Americans of Maltese ancestry.
[1]

 Of these, 24,202 have 
Maltese as their first ancestry. This includes Maltese born immigrants to the United States, their American born 
descendants as well as numerous immigrants from other nations of Maltese origin. As in their country of origin, Maltese 
Americans predominately practice Roman Catholicism as their religion. Many are practicing Catholics, attending church 
every week and actively participating in their local parishes. 

American reporter writes book on 
Maltese in Detroit 
American newpaper reporter doc uments emigration of Maltese to the 
Motor City l  
 

 
Diane Gale Andreassi, a reporter for the South Lyon Herald, has 
published 'Maltese in Detroit', a book documenting the emigration of 
Maltese, to the US city known for its automobile industry. 
Detroit is in fact home to one of the largest Maltese communities outside 
outside the country,. 
Published by Arcadia Publishing in the Images of America series, the 
book is filled with pictures of early immigrants and introduces readers to 
settlers and current residents. 
Pictures of Most Holy Trinity in Detroit and the Maltese clubs in Dearborn 
and Detroit offer a flavour of life among the Maltese today. 
From 35,000-70,000 people of Maltese heritage live in the United States 
and the Detroit area has the largest concentration. In fact, it is one of the 

largest Maltese populations in the world outside the Mediterranean. 
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"The response to the book has been overwhelming,'' said Andreassi, who was born in Detroit of parents who left their homeland to 
settle in the large Maltese-populated Corktown neighbourhood of Detroit. "It was wonderful to meet so many Maltese people and to 
learn about the pride they have in their heritage,'' 
The book illustrates the importance of the Roman Catholic church in Malta and among the Maltese immigrants in their new land. It 
introduces readers to the Maltese priests who were among the notable people who welcomed and helped acclimate the others as 
they arrived. 
It took a year to assemble Maltese in Detroit, but it was a labour of love for Andreassi, who graduated from the University of 
Michigan-Dearborn with a double major in economics and English. 
She started her career in journalism at the Dearborn Heights Leader and the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers as a reporter and a 
lifestyles editor before taking a leave to raise a family. 
Andreassi has worked on countless free-lance stories for a number of publications, including Gale Research, working on 
encyclopedia entries, one of which was about Malta and its people. 
She was active in Livonia's St. Colette religious education program for more than 10 years and worked as a substitute teacher and 
volunteer in Livonia Public Schools. Andreassi is an avid reader of books and newsprint.  
 

    FRANCISCAN SISTERS OF THE HEART OF JESUS 
   AT LOCKLEYS ï SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
  
   The Franciscan Sisters of the Heart of Jesus continue to gladly minister to the Local Church in    
Australia through the apostolic ministries entrusted to them by the Church and the Congregation 
and faithful to the words of their Foundress, the  Servant of God, Mother Margherita make that the 
óLove is lovedô by all those they minister to. 

 

  

  
Our mission at St. Raphaelôs Home for the Aged began in 

Fullarton, South Australia in 1971, but in 1987,  the residents were 

transferred to a new location in Lockleys where a new Home was 

built together with a Convent for the Sisters by our Congregation.  

 

 

The Community of our Sisters at St. Raphaelôs Convent consists of 

five Sisters who administer and look a fter the residents together 

with a staff of over twenty lay personnel.  

 

 

St. Raphaelôs home strives for excellence in promoting, maintaining and restoring the holistic and optimum well-being 

of its thirty - three residents and staff.   The law of Love guides  

their actions to provide high quality care in a peaceful, happy, 

safe and fulfilling environment for those who live, visit or work at 

St. Raphaelôs Home.  The Chapel is available to all residents for 

prayers and reflections throughout the day.   The Euchar ist is 

celebrated everyday in the Chapel for which a good number of 

residents attends and the sacraments are performed to them on 

regular basis.  
St. Raphaelôs Home for the Aged 

2 Franciscan Avenue  
Lockleys   5032  
South Australia  

    Tel:   08 -835369 94  

 

Our Community in Lockleys ï "St. Raphaelôs Home" 


