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Maltese Cardinal Prospero 
'ÒÅÃÈȭÓ ÆÕÎÅÒÁÌ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 
Vatican  

The Vatican paid its last respects to Cardinal 
Prospero Grech where a Mass was said at St 
0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ "ÁÓÉÌÉÃÁ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÈÉÓ ÃÏÆÆÉÎ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ ÔÏ 
Malta for burial. 

The funeral was celebrated by the Deputy Dean 
of the college of cardinals, Cardinal Giovanni 
Battista Re, with Malta represented by 

President George Vella, Archbishop Charles J. Scicluna and Bishop Mario Grech. At the end of the 
celebration, Pope Francisco incensed and blessed the coffin. 

In his homily, Cardinal Giovanni Battista Re said that Cardinal Grech always made God a priority. He 
said that Cardinal Grech was a religious man, of deep spirituality, a man who loved the Church and 
religious life. He said that until last Monday, Cardinal Prospero Grech had lunch among the Augustinian 
community in Rome, recounting stories in his affable manner, and just a few hours later, God called 
him to go and join him. He said that although he was 94 years old, it was a sudden death, which he was 
definitely prepared for. 

#ÁÒÄÉÎÁÌ "ÁÔÔÉÓÔÁ 2Å ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÅÎÔÒÁÌ ÔÏ #ÁÒÄÉÎÁÌ 0ÒÏÓÐÅÒÏȭÓ ÌÉÆÅ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÏÆ 
theology, first in Malta and then at universities in England and Rome. He went on to say that apart from 
a life dedicated to studying and teaching, Cardinal Prospero Grech always found time for pastoral work 
at the Chapel of Santa Monica in Rome, including hearing confession. 

Pope Francis presided over the last part of the funeral rites by incensing the coffin and saying the final 
prayers including the benediction. Before the funeral, at the International College of Santa Monica 
which, in the hours before, was exposed to the public, the Vatican official carried out what is called 
Ȱ2ÏÇÉÔÏȱȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÎÏÔÉÆÙÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÏÓÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÆÆÉÎ ÉÎ ÁÎ ÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌ ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔȟ Á ÒÉÔÅ 
carried out on the death of every cardinal. 

With the death of Cardinal Prospero Grech, the College of Cardinals now has 223 cardinals, 124 of them 
eligible to vote to elect a new Pope and 99 other non-voters, (over the age of 80), as was Cardinal Grech. 

Still, Cardinal Grech had a connection with two conclaves. In the last conclave, in 2013, he was chosen 
to lead the meditation the cardinal electors before they elected Pope Francis. Interesting to note is that 
the Cardinal Prospero Grech heard the last confession of the Cardinal of Milan, Giovanni Battista 
Montini, in June 1963, before he was elected Pope Paul the Sixth. 

At the funeral, the Maltese state was represented by President of Malta, George Vella and Ms. Vella. 
Also in attendance were Minister for Foreign Affairs Carmelo Abela who represented the Government, 
and the Malta Ambassador to the Vatican City State, Frank Zammit. Among the concelebrants were 
Archbishop Charles J. Scicluna, Bishop Mario Grech, the Prior General of the Augustinian Order Fr. 
Alejandro Moral Anton and the Provincial of the Maltese Augustinian Province, Fr Leslie Gatt. 

The Maltese Augustinian Province is undergoing preparations so that in the coming days, the mortal 
remains of Cardinal Grech be brought Malta with a view to a Mass presente cadavere before burial. 
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 Can you speak Maltese as well as Jinjing? 
Chinese academic plans to teach Maltese at Beijing University 

Sarah Carabott| 56 
 
Jingjing Xu has only spent five months in Malta and can already hold 
a fluent conversation in Maltese. 
The 30-year-old first heard of the Maltese language at the Beijing 
Foreign Studies University, where she teaches. 

In the past, the language used to be taught at the university by Maltese lecturers. However, when Dr 
Xu saw that the teaching post had remained vacant over the past few years, she travelled to Malta 
herself. 
Dr Xu plans on spending a year here as a visiting scholar at the University of Maltaès Department of 
Maltese, before heading back to her university to teach Maltese there. 
Holding a whole conversation with Times of Malta in Maltese, she explained that she will be the first 
Chinese lecturer teaching the language at the Beijing Foreign Studies University. 
But why would Chinese students want to learn Maltese? 
åI believe that there are Chinese people who would like to come to Malta to study and work, while 
there are others who are interested in learning the language of a place that has such a rich history,æ 
she said. 
One of the things that gives Malta an edge over other languages is its unique way of bringing together 
the lexical structure and grammar of other languages, such as Arabic, English and Italian. 
Asked whether she thought Maltese or Chinese was more difficult to grasp, Dr Xu said that she initially 
believed Maltese was really challenging. However, the Department of Maltese soon came to the rescue. 
Still, Dr Xu admitted that Maltese was not easy compared to other languages she has studied ã such 
as Japanese, Italian and English. Once back in Beijing, she plans on continuing streaming and listening 
to Maltese radio and TV programmes, while also translate literary works. 
Dr Xu finds local expressions unique to the island to be quite interesting, and believes mela is 
åvery cuteæ. 
However, her favourite Maltese word remains dehen (roughly translated to reason, sound 
judgement, discernment or genius) which features in the national anthem, and sounds similar to 
deheb (gold). 
Dr Xu, who loves the wordès unique meaning, has even come up with a phrase: id-dehen jiswa 
mitqlu deheb, which translates to çsound judgement is worth its own weight in goldè. 

 

https://timesofmalta.com/articles/author/37
https://timesofmalta.com/articles/view/watch-can-you-speak-maltese-as-well-as-jinjing.707185#cta_comments
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