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ABOUTMALTESE CHAPLAINCY IN AUSTRALIA

Fr. Fred Farrugia writes to the Maltese Journal 16 February 2020

Recentlyl happened to be in Malta. During my stay it gave me the opportunity
to speak with my fellow Maltese priests about the situation of the Maltese
community in South Australia regarding the Maltese Chaplaincy
During such conversations i was handed a copy of amail which Fr Noel,
OOEAOOB8O AAI ACAOGA ET - Al OA OAT A O Al
the need of Chaplains to the Maltese communities in Australia and accentuate
to contact him if anyone was interested in this venture.
Discussing the contats of the email they sincerely stated that due to scantiness of information
they would think twice about accepting to come over to Australia to work as Maltese Chaplains.
The email by itself does not guarantee or give necessary information to encourag@y priest to
come over and work in Australia. Sincerelytotally agreed althoughl stated that| have no details
of who or what kind of information was sert from Maltese Consulates or other Maltese
organisations of any particular Australian State to th&€hurch Authorities in Malta.
However, | still feel inclined to comment at face value on the content of themail by stating the
important feedback handed to me by my fellow priests:
&EOOO AT A &£ OAITOO0 EO AT AOTI 680 OA W for thee Maiese3 O Jp O /
community.
)6 AT AOT 806 CEOA AT U OAlI OA 9i 6 JAT
and immediately live by himself without knowing who will be responsible for him during his stay
in Australia.
No job description,in other words the need to know what does it entails to be a Maltese Chaplain
besides, who will pay for his air fare and how will he maintain himself?
The importance about requirements of visas and new regulations implemented by every
archdiocese in Austrdia to any foreign priests coming to serve and help in the Australian Church.
It was clear stated that without this and other important information, hardly any priest would
show any interest to come over to Australia.
This important feedback could easily b dismissed in saying that such details will be discussed
with those interested to take the role. | repeat that the feedback i got was the difficulty for anyone
to commit himself if no such important information is given.
To make my point whenl came overto Adelaide in 20091 was fortunate enough to have been
welcomed by Bishop Charles Gauci who at that time was parish priest at Noarlunga. | immediately
ZA1 6 OAO EITiI A8 AT A EA EAI PAA T A COAAOGAIIT U I
journeyed with me to make the right decisions to stay and above all shared his experience that
helped me to take the responsibility of accepting myself the role of parish priest in Adelaide. | can
say clearly that without hishelpl x T O1 AT 6 0 EAOA ioSodASAIA A O 11T 1C
My appeal to Maltese Consulates or other Maltese organisations who are in contact with the
Church authorities in Malta seeking for the need of priests to work with the Maltese Communities
in Australia, especially here in South Australiamy advice is an urgent need of such vital
information added to your requests to encourage any priest from Malta to come and work here in
Australia.
FR ALFRED (FRED) FARRUGIA
Parish Priest Adelaide Hills Catholic Parish South Australia
Editor: | appreciate comments from members of the Maltese community of Australia
regarding this issue. In Adelaide we have been without a Maltese Chaplain since Father
Gabriel StephenMicallef left for Gozo. October 2019
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Lorraine, who also works in the property sector and |s
mostly involved with shorterm holiday rentals, adds x
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Beneath the waves - Early submarine visits to
Malta (1911-13)

This feature looks into the first British submarine visits t o Malta during the early 20th
century and the first submarine to be sunk by air attack. Anthony Zarb Dimech investigates

The modern -age submarine is a powerful nuclear -
powered vessel. Today six countries deploy some form
of nuclear -powered strategic submarines: the United
States, Russia, France, the United Kingdom, China and
India.
The recent discovery of HMS Urge by a team of
| archaeologists led by Maltese Professor Timmy
Gambin B.A. (Melit.), M.A. (Bristol), Ph.D. (Bristol) , Associate Professor, Classics &
Archaeology, has re-ignited and aroused fresh interest in the history of
submarines. Submarines were first built by Dutch inventor Co  rnelius van Drebel in the early
17th century but it was not until 150 years later that they were first used in naval combat.
On 7 September 1776, during the Revolutionary War, the American submersible craft Turtle
attempts to attach a time bombtothe hull of Briti sh Admir al REag/é a ri|d
in New York Harbour. It was the first use of a submarine in warfare.
The United Kingdom has a long history in submarine design and production dating back to
the construction of the  ANordenfelt by the Barrow Ship Building Company in 1886. From then
through the end of the Second World War, Britain developed numerous classes of new
diesel-powered submarines and built almost 500 submarines.
Mal taAs | ink to submar i nes histeryandsubearind deplognfenth er [fr i
to Malta is one iIimportant aspect of MaltaAs
During the Second World War, the British used Marsamxett ~ Harbour, particularly Manoel
Island, as a submarine base. Also, the submarine depot was based at Msida Creek, next to
the Torpedo Depot between 1950 and 1960.
Early submarine deployment to the Mediterranean goes back to 1911  -1913, when early
submarines (B9, B10 and B11) <called at Malt al/]s
ordered as par t of the 1904 -1905 Naval programme.
Some statistics about the B10 reveal that it was launched on 23 March 1916 and was
completed on 28 April 1906. The Builder was Vickers and had a length of 142 feet and a diving
depth of 100 feet. With a speed of 13.5 k nots and a complement of 15 crew. It was sunk on
9 August 1916. The B class was an enlarged and improved version of the preceding A class.
In 1912, HMS B10, HMS B9and HMS B11were transferred to Malta. After the First World War
began in 1914, B10 played a minor role in the Dardanelles Campaign. The boat was
transferred to the Adriatic Sea in 1916 to support Italian forces against the Austro -Hungarian
Navy. She was anchored in Venice when it was bombed by Austro -Hungarian aircraft on 9
August. A bomb struck the submarine and blew a hole that measured 5.5 by 6 feet (1.7 by
1.8m) in the side of the hull. As she flooded, her crew was able to escape without loss of life.
It was the first submarine to be sunk by an aircraft in history.
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One must not fail to mention the sinking of the HMS Louvain during the First World War, when
the German submarine UC 22torpedoed the Lowvain and sent it to the bottom of the Aegean
Sea in January 1918 in the worst naval disaster with the greatest loss of  Maltese lives (26 crew
and 46 other Maltese ratings).

Eventually, B10 was docked for repairs but the damage was compounded by the activities of an
Italian dockyard welder who began work with his torch next to one of the submarines petrol
tanks. B10 was sur veyed and considered not fit for repair. She was sold for scrap.

Unterestingly, the crew of the B10 stayed at
it was a popul ar spot for submarinesA crew.
and 11 outside the Dowdall hotel was also recently unearthed and seen by the author of this
feature.

Photo on top shows B10 in Grand Harbour, Malta with Upper
Barrakka Gardens in the background

Sailor cap den otes H.M.S Egmont

(A. B Axworthy, A. B Welsh, Ldg. Sea. Humber, Sto. Jordan, A. B.
Wilcox, Ldg. Sto. Hark, A. B. Ashfield, ERA Eustace, Lieut.
Gravener, P.O. Brewster, Lieut. Walsh, ERA Smeeton, A. B.
Wolton, Sto. P.O. Jewell). Photo by S. L. Cassar (Malta)
[www.independent.com.mt]

Malta High Commission in Canberra

CONSULEON-THE-MOVE
ETLCHHL 1T HT THI
¢ "H'H'l "I-HE & " "Hi
BRISBANE- MACKAY- CAIRNS
The next consul -on-the -move visit will be held in Queensland at the following cities:

Brisbane: 25th - 29th February 2020 Mackay: 2nd - 3rd March 2020 Cairns: 6th March 2020

Limited spaces are available and will be assigned on first -come-first -served basis upon
confirmation of appoitnment.
We encourage those interested to get in touch with the High Commission in Canberra.

Dates and cities are confirmed once enough appointments have been confirmed by payment.
Appointments by booking only.

If you, your family and friends are in these cities and are interested in applying for a Maltese
passport, citizenship or require other
consular services, get in touch with Malta
High Commission in Canberra on 02 6290

Journal of the 1724 02 6290 1426 during office hours
Maltese Diaspora (Mon -Fri 9am to 5pm Canberra local time
AEST) or send us an email on :
M’meﬁnm consul.canberra@gov.mt

BE CONNECTED: maltesejournal@gmail.com
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https://www.facebook.com/MaltaHighCommissionCanberra/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARAAVvUZj2XvcaGkWLMen6LrvpIYXs_H7deu5payTrA_sYNcBNPFkiwNdf2XDkxzqeocxicG0yPx959n&hc_ref=ARQNbnJeRT_LX6iW2P7e3e-oflnWaO03FMtsQtqbIerNpLm3jt1-hCKCswRtkPWsPv4&fref=nf&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDRL_BITNRUrKzRVdIvv6EF4Z_d0wIuTywl3iI_QOAZSFYtqC4RM0jMgrPtwOW3R6TTsYv48k0dHI115-hbKucWPDYmLUKE0vBipTlr6sodIeZ6Z3tnOpZfqeQyWY1tmUtpr8045JEp2xezn61HKGe-ApaHtfgf2ohxjrYjvr0kFnUIXN_stVplC042A6e6619N87q839eet0BHnJ2sdAkD6KtYWyxHqpZXuncLkqYIBG_Fzr95Z59a34IIqxnH9O0UcmLdBZlxsf62II6xUj0WcgYAyHq6BYY89ffTubapyNBDAuQcCsX1qQ-QdvUd1ml4QCEWfm8ZmUNLyA6qoxUG
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/maltahighcommission?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDRL_BITNRUrKzRVdIvv6EF4Z_d0wIuTywl3iI_QOAZSFYtqC4RM0jMgrPtwOW3R6TTsYv48k0dHI115-hbKucWPDYmLUKE0vBipTlr6sodIeZ6Z3tnOpZfqeQyWY1tmUtpr8045JEp2xezn61HKGe-ApaHtfgf2ohxjrYjvr0kFnUIXN_stVplC042A6e6619N87q839eet0BHnJ2sdAkD6KtYWyxHqpZXuncLkqYIBG_Fzr95Z59a34IIqxnH9O0UcmLdBZlxsf62II6xUj0WcgYAyHq6BYY89ffTubapyNBDAuQcCsX1qQ-QdvUd1ml4QCEWfm8ZmUNLyA6qoxUG&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/maltahighcommission?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDRL_BITNRUrKzRVdIvv6EF4Z_d0wIuTywl3iI_QOAZSFYtqC4RM0jMgrPtwOW3R6TTsYv48k0dHI115-hbKucWPDYmLUKE0vBipTlr6sodIeZ6Z3tnOpZfqeQyWY1tmUtpr8045JEp2xezn61HKGe-ApaHtfgf2ohxjrYjvr0kFnUIXN_stVplC042A6e6619N87q839eet0BHnJ2sdAkD6KtYWyxHqpZXuncLkqYIBG_Fzr95Z59a34IIqxnH9O0UcmLdBZlxsf62II6xUj0WcgYAyHq6BYY89ffTubapyNBDAuQcCsX1qQ-QdvUd1ml4QCEWfm8ZmUNLyA6qoxUG&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/MaltaHighCommissionCanberra/?ref=nf&__tn__=%3C-R&eid=ARCUhppgIC_R7-Y4M2tR8qPUITxE5tzCDQcRJsPGpYKK3LFez0E8pp2UxijnccILFvgQbMP5SaZk7K7F&hc_ref=ARTdVf__n5DGYafJ9ryERoHm1Vh-UKi6hsJtkyfIcFvU4mhUUDVag7o6g-METvMH_xI&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDRL_BITNRUrKzRVdIvv6EF4Z_d0wIuTywl3iI_QOAZSFYtqC4RM0jMgrPtwOW3R6TTsYv48k0dHI115-hbKucWPDYmLUKE0vBipTlr6sodIeZ6Z3tnOpZfqeQyWY1tmUtpr8045JEp2xezn61HKGe-ApaHtfgf2ohxjrYjvr0kFnUIXN_stVplC042A6e6619N87q839eet0BHnJ2sdAkD6KtYWyxHqpZXuncLkqYIBG_Fzr95Z59a34IIqxnH9O0UcmLdBZlxsf62II6xUj0WcgYAyHq6BYY89ffTubapyNBDAuQcCsX1qQ-QdvUd1ml4QCEWfm8ZmUNLyA6qoxUG
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Heritage Malta Museums & Sites: The Mediterranean in a Nutshell 2
is the latest publication by Heritage Malta. A quick and reliable reference to all those interested
? in the cultural heritage of the Maltese
' islands, the book holds 35 million
years of history in an easy,
comprehensive overview to 30
museums and sites managed by
Her it age Malta. |t S
an introduction to the treasure trove
of cultural heritage in the country.
From palaeontology to maritime
history, from prehistory to the World
War Il, from palaces to gardens, and
from catacombs to cisterns, this book
is indeed the history of the
Mediterranean in a nutshell.
Text is by Alan Fenech, Godwin Vella and Vincent Zammit. Photography and Design is by Pierre
Balzia

This publication is available from Heritage [[Ma

Heritage Malta launches its Calendar of Events
for 2020

s With 150 events spread over the year
m Herltage Malta 2020, Heritage Malta, the national
agency for museums, conservation

practice and cultural heritage, is
opening its doors wide to anyone whistoryi s seekfi n

This was emphasised by Noel Zammit, Heritage Malta®s CEO, ur
Calendar of Events for 2020, at Fort St Angelo , in Birgu.

Heritage Malta®s principal goal , <c¢cl ai med mi
beint erested in Malta®s historical heritage hr
activities.

~We have managed to change the concept of a u !
consider museums simply as the place to preserve our heritage, but as spaces which are alive
and attractive to all, thanks to the events |[we

This aim is clearly reflected in the variety of activities planned throughout the coming months.
From workshops to the opening of sites which are normally closed to the public, from Taste
History events to visits around Filfla, the program presented by the national agency is sure to
pigue anyone®s interest in one way or anothef.

The importance being given to this sector was highlighted during Minister Herrera®s tf i S
speech at the same launch. The Minister for National Heritage, the Arts, and Local Government,

Dr Jose® Herrer a, pointed out t hat Gover nmeht
Heritage.
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Minister Herrera also emphasised that the Calendar of Events presented is a reflection of the

agency®s work, which includes research proj
sector. | truly believe in collaboration with
interests of our national heritageat heart, ° decl ared Herrera.
position to preserve our heritage for futur

Full program may be downloaded here
https://heritagemalta.org/assets/docs/HM%20CALENDER%200F%20EVENTS%202020.pdf

Booking enquiries:
John Calleja
0414 932 481

We invite our readers in
BEV@NDXGA N[O

malta.anzacs@gmail.com

First ANZAC Sports in Malta
to remember the thousands involved in BEYOND GALLIPOLI

The fundraising event will assists costs associated with equipment required for
the preparation - Under 18 Rowing Regatta in Valletta Harbour

between Australia, New Zealand, and Malta, in April 2021.

Join us

Saturday 29th February 2020
7pm — Midnight

Sicilia Social & Sports Club
45A 0.G. Road, Klemzig

Tickets $50 per person
Includes 4 course meal
Drinks available to purchase

Live entertainment plus
Special performance Legion cadets-Legion of Frontiersmen,
Includes Last Post and National anthems played

Door prizes and raffles
Sports memorabilia available for auction

BEYOND GALLIPOLI
Behind the scenes of
World War |

58,000 sick and wounded
ANZAC soldiers journeyed to Malta for
Medical treatment during 1914-1918.

Beyond Gallipoli also reminds us of the buried
ANZAC soldiers in Malta, Hospital Ships,
Doctors and Nurse Volunteers, Red Cross, the
Australian Hall built in 1915 and more.

ANZAC Memorial, Argotti Botanical Gardens
Floriana, Malta, unveiled in May 2013

MALTA ™
AND THE ANZACS

Adelaide to support this
special MALTAANZACS
fund-raising function. It
Is envisaged that a
rowing event will take
place in Malta on
ANZAC DAY 2021.
The full details are not
yet avaiable and we
keep you updated as
soon as we receive
information from the
organisers. For tickets
and other details
contact John Calleja on
0414 932481
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7\ VAL Malta Youth Film Festival

F(LM The Malta Youth Film Festival is organizedbyAgenzi j a Uhgdy alf
the Malta Film Foundation. 't f or ms part of the
FEST[UAL artistic programme, supported by the Cultural Partnership Agreement
through the Arts Council Malta . The festival is also supported by the
Malta Film Commission and the Parliamentary Secretariat for Youth, Sport and Voluntary
Organisations.
The third edition of Malta Youth Film Festival is open to all film genres including animation, drama,
thriller, music video, documentary and others. Film duration is not to exceed 10 minutes including
the credits. Submissions will be accepted on the relevant Entry Form from individuals and groups
whose ages range between 16 and 30 years on the closing date of applications. The winner/s of
the Best Picture will receive:
a. prize of EUR 500 b. tickets and accommodation for 2 young people to take part in the Nordic
Youth Film Festival which will be held in Tromso / Norway between June 19th - 28th 2020.
Closing date for submission of application 16th of March 2020
Visit http://agenzijazghazagh.gov.mt/Categories/990/Malta_Youth_Film_Festival 2020 _Call_for
_Entries_/1135/
Guidelines Application Form Consent Form Consent Form - under 18yo

What is the Kukkanja? The slippery Maltese
carnival tradition that fell out of favour

It has come and gone for three centuries nodoanna Demarco
Climbing greasy poles seems to be a thing in Malta. The anngaktra
is perhaps the event which springs to mind when thinking about such
events. However, thekukkanjais also pretty identical. It is a carnival
tradition, and throughout the ages, it has ben appearing,
disappearing, and reemerging again in Maltese carnival celebrations.
4EA OAT AEAECT Aoh O OOA EOGO %l
tradition and refers to the climbing of a greased pole which is placed
horizontally or vertically, in order to grab a prize at the end of it
(traditionally meat, but sometimes a monetary prize). It is, indeed, a
AEEEZEAOI O AZAAO AT A Al OOET ¢ Of
pi1 A6 EO 1T £OAT OOAA OI
profession (preferably without the surrounding laughter of a crowd).
The tradition in Malta started in 1721, during the rule of the Knights of St John, under the
AOOPEAAO 1T &£ ' OAT Ai AGOAO - AOAG !''1TOITEI ITAA
with th e Maltese people, anevho strengthened many Maltese customs and traditions.
Descriptions of the event explain how, at Palace Square, on Carnival Monday a gathered crowd
xAO OCEOAT OECT Al O
COAOA ET OOARh AT A Al OAOAA xEOE
The event came to an end along with the ruling of the knights. However, the tradition was
brought to life again in the mid20th century by the Maltese government,iough it only lasted a
few years. It was then revived again in the '90s, but then also stopped.
In 2009 and 2010, thekukkanja was organised again in Valletta by the Arts Council, and the
kukkanja is still popular in Gozo carnival celebrations. Have youver experienced this slightly
mad tradition?



https://www.nuff.no/
https://www.nuff.no/
https://3d58b7f4-372d-476a-8951-d800369475aa.filesusr.com/ugd/700203_cffa424488c64e73b767e8aa641452db.doc?dn=MYFF%203%20guidelines.doc
https://3d58b7f4-372d-476a-8951-d800369475aa.filesusr.com/ugd/700203_067bd5d28e4e4396ad45de0a674d7ce2.pdf
https://3d58b7f4-372d-476a-8951-d800369475aa.filesusr.com/ugd/700203_3d99e0fe161747d6a53c393cc99249d9.docx?dn=MYFF%20Consent%20Form%2018%2B.docx
https://3d58b7f4-372d-476a-8951-d800369475aa.filesusr.com/ugd/700203_e916532632764ca9b8d0f41bb11ada33.docx?dn=MYFF%20Consent%20Form%20Minors.docx
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) is with at Ministry for
Foreign and European Affairs, Malta.

Yesterday at 11:16 - Valletta - §

Finally, we are back on the rock!! With a good understanding of what it means
to be stranded at sea...Not the holiday we planned for, but definitely an
experience to remember for a lifetime! Many thanks to the support of our
family, close friends and of the Ministry, particularly Ambassadors John
Aquilina, Clifford Borg-Marks, Andre Spiteri, and all others that assisted.

Maltese couple aboard
cruise liner
being kept in quarantine |

Maltese authorities are keeping the
Maltese couple who were aboard
the MS Westerdam in quarantine

after a suspected case of coronavirus.
The cruiseliner, which was carrying two
thousand passengers including the

Maltese couple was allowed to enter

a port in Cambodia.

Upon their arrival in Malta, the couple
were examined and showed no sign
of being infected with the virus.
Nevertheless, the couple is being
held in quarantine as a precautionary
measure.

In a message posted on Facebook,
the couple said that although
this was not the holiday they had
planned, it was still an experience
they would remember forever.
They thanked the support given b
y the Ministry of Foreign
and European Affairs, and in particular
Ambassador John Aquilina.

WESTERDAM

av
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o2

ylumw oghost stories that

MALTA -8 terrif i

will freal y@w out

Drama is inherent in Malta's history, which is why it's no surprise that apparitions are abound, rooted in
the /sl and®s steep historical past.

Lisa Borain

THE BLUE DOLPHIN HOUSE ON ST URUSLA STREET,
VALLETTA When Malta was under British rule, two
sailors met a beautiful woman at a late hour, who asked
them towalk her back home. When they arrived
at her house on St Ursula Street, she told them that she
had forgotten her key inside and asked if they could help
her to regain entry. Although reluctantly wary, they aided
her, and quickly relaxed to find that when she opened the
door, a beautifully kept house illuminated with candles was
revealed. Eventually, they grew tired and bid their farewell.

The following day, when they returned to pick up a silver
cigarette case one of the sailors had forgotten, they found
that the entire house was completely derelict. Neighbours
informed them that the house had been abandoned for
decades, but that they occasionally saw a mysterious light
flickering inside.

DREAD AT VILLA SANS SOUCI, MARSAXLOKK

Originally constructed as a private residence in the 1870s,

this now long-abandoned mansion was used as a hotel n

the 1910s, and by the Royal Air Force in the 1940s. It's
been said that eerie noises are often heard from inside the villa, and many who have entered the
abandoned site have said that a constant feeling of dread and paranoia follows them everywhere they
step.

THE GIRL IN THE BLUE DRESS AT VERDALA PALACE During the time of the Order of St John,
Grand Master De Rohan®s niece was to be marri

him. Upon discovering this, the enraged suitor locked the girl in her room at Verdala Palace in Buskett.
When she attempted to escape out of her window, she fell to her death. Since then, her ghost has
roamed around the palace in the blue dress she died in. Many palace visitors have reported seeing her
in the mirrors throughout the palace, or standing on the edge of the palace balconies.

MDINA'S HEADLESS BRIDE One evening, a beautiful girl named Katerina who lived in Mdina was
attacked by a knight on a dark street. When she fought for her life, she accidentally killed the knight.
The courts sentenced her to death by beheading, but not before allowing her to marry her one true love
minutes before her punishment was exacted. It is said that the headless bride still roams the streets of
Mdina, standing silently at the end of the streets, encouraging people to follow her and appearing in
their holiday snapshots. It's also said that she appears to widowers and heartbroken men, telling them
to give up on love and join her in death.

THE KNIGHT ON MANOEL ISLAND Folklore and rumours have it that Fort Manoel is haunted by an
apparition called the Black Knight, who wears the full armour and regalia of the Order of St John. British
and Maltese soldiers who stayed there, as well as workmen and tourists have sighted his presence over
the years, and some say that it's the ghostly figure of the Grand Master Vilhena, who commissioned the
building of the fort.
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