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ABOUT MALTESE CHAPLAINCY IN AUSTRALIA  
Fr. Fred Farrugia writes to the Maltese Journal  16 February 2020 
 

Recently I happened to be in Malta. During my stay it gave me the opportunity 
to speak with my fellow Maltese priests about the situation of the Maltese 
community in South Australia regarding the Maltese Chaplaincy 
During such conversations i was handed a copy of an email which Fr Noel, 
0ÒÉÅÓÔȭÓ ÄÅÌÅÇÁÔÅ ÉÎ -ÁÌÔÁ ÓÅÎÄ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ -ÁÌÔÅÓÅ ÐÒÉÅÓÔȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔ ÓÔÁÔÅÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ 
the need of Chaplains to the Maltese communities in Australia and accentuate 
to contact him if anyone was interested in this venture. 

Discussing the contents of the e-mail they sincerely stated that due to scantiness of information 
they would think twice about accepting to come over to Australia to work as Maltese Chaplains. 
The e-mail by itself does not guarantee or give necessary information to encourage any priest to 
come over and work in Australia. Sincerely I totally agreed although I stated that I have no details 
of who or what kind of information was sent from Maltese Consulates or other Maltese 
organisations of any particular Australian State to the Church Authorities in Malta. 
However, I still feel inclined to comment at face value on the content of the e-mail by stating the 
important feedback handed to me by my fellow priests: 
&ÉÒÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒÅÍÏÓÔ ÉÔ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÓÁÙ ×ÈÉÃÈ 3ÔÁÔÅ ÉÎ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁ ÎÅÅÄÓ Á #ÈÁÐÌÁin for the Maltese 
community. 
)Ô ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÇÉÖÅ ÁÎÙ ÓÅÎÓÅ ÏÆ ÓÅÃÕÒÉÔÙȢ 9ÏÕ ÃÁÎÎÏÔ ÅØÃÅÐÔ Á ÐÒÉÅÓÔ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÅ ÏÖÅÒ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÕÎËÎÏ×Î 
and immediately live by himself without knowing who will be responsible for him during his stay 
in Australia. 
No job description, in other words the need to know what does it entails to be a Maltese Chaplain 
besides, who will pay for his air fare and how will he maintain himself? 
The importance about requirements of visas and new regulations implemented by every 
archdiocese in Australia to any foreign priests coming to serve and help in the Australian Church. 
It was clear stated that without this and other important information, hardly any priest would 
show any interest to come over to Australia. 
This important feedback could easily be dismissed in saying that such details will be discussed 
with those interested to take the role. I repeat that the feedback i got was the difficulty for anyone 
to commit himself if no such important information is given. 
To make my point when I came over to Adelaide in 2009 I was fortunate enough to have been 
welcomed by Bishop Charles Gauci who at that time was parish priest at Noarlunga. I immediately 
ÆÅÌÔ ȬÁÔ ÈÏÍÅȭ ÁÎÄ ÈÅ ÈÅÌÐÅÄ ÍÅ ÇÒÁÄÕÁÌÌÙ ÔÏ ÉÎÓÅÒÔ ÍÙÓÅÌÆ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎ ×ÁÙ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅȢ (Å 
journeyed with me to make the right decisions to stay and above all shared his experience that 
helped me to take the responsibility of accepting myself the role of parish priest in Adelaide. I can 
say clearly that without his help I ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÓÕÒÖÉÖÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÌÏÎÇ in South Australia. 
My appeal to Maltese Consulates or other Maltese organisations who are in contact with the 
Church authorities in Malta seeking for the need of priests to work with the Maltese Communities 
in Australia, especially here in South Australia, my advice is an urgent need of such vital 
information added to your requests to encourage any priest from Malta to come and work here in 
Australia. 
FR ALFRED (FRED) FARRUGIA 
Parish Priest    Adelaide Hills Catholic Parish   South Australia 
Editor:  I appreciate comments from members of the Maltese community of Australia  
regarding this issue. In Adelaide we have been without a Maltese Chaplain since Father 
Gabriel Stephen Micallef left for Gozo.  October 2019 
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5Ω!a!¢h C!aL[¸ C99[{ ¢I9 t!wL{I ²!wa¢I Lb CHILLY HILLS WINTER 

Published in THE BRIDGE  August 2019  Issue 407 
Adelaide Hills Catholic Parish   South Australia 

The family selfie, with Robert, Lorraine, Julia and Jake 
on the banks of the River Torrens 

A 
travelling 

holiday in 
2007 left 

Robert 
and 

Lorraine 
5Ω!Ƴŀǘƻ 

in awe of 
Australia 

and its 
vast open 

ǎǇŀŎŜ ǎƻ ǿƘŜƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŎŀƳŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ άŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ 
ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅέ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘ ǘƻǇ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ 
much a no-brainer for the young Maltese couple to 
choose Australia and, more particularly, Adelaide, as 
their new home.  

Robert and Lorraine, who met as teenagers at high 
school and married some nine years later, also say they 
fell in love with Adelaide almost immediately, thanks 
largely to a MediterranŜŀƴ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ 
what they were used to in their native Malta ς 
although both agree Hills living can be a little too chilly 
in the winter months! But perhaps best of all, it is the 
warm and welcoming nature of the Adelaide Hills 
Catholic ParisƘΩǎ {ǘ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜǿŀǘŜǊ 
community and Fr Fred ς himself Maltese, of course ς 
that has made the relocation a relatively easy and 
happy experience.  

ά!ŘŜƭŀƛŘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƭƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ 
to raise a family, especially if you are outdoor types like 
ǿŜ ŀǊŜΣέ ǎŀȅǎ wƻōŜǊǘΣ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƛƴ ǊŜŀƭ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ 
father to 11-year-old Jake and 10-year-ƻƭŘ WǳƭƛŀΦ ά¢ƘŜ 
distances are manageable, allowing us to get to the 
beach and out into the bush in a relatively short space 
of time. And being a fair-sized city, we have everything 
a city offers in terms of schooling, job opportunities, 
entertainment and facilities ς but without the stifling 
ŎƻƴƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ŎƛǘƛŜǎΦέ 

 Lorraine, who also works in the property sector and is 
mostly involved with short-term holiday rentals, adds 

that the warm welcome from parishioners continues 
to surprise her ς ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƛŎŜǎǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǿŀȅΦ άaƻǎǘ 
parishioners still come up to us after Mass to ask how 
ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΣέ 
ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ ά!ǎ ƴŜw migrants, knowing that you have the 
support of the locals is very comforting and makes 
attending Mass at Bridgewater a great weekly occasion 
ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻǊ wƻōŜǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƳŜ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦέ 
So, was it Fr Fred and the Maltese connection that 
enticed ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜΚ ά²ŜƭƭΣ ȅŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ ƴƻΣέ ŀŘŘǎ [ƻǊǊŀƛƴŜΣ ǿƘƻ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ 
was actually fellow Maltese migrant Christine Farrugia 
who turned out to be the sister of a work colleague of 
wƻōŜǊǘΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ aŀƭǘŀΦ  

The families ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ 5Ω!Ƴŀǘƻǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
a picnic hosted by the local Maltese community and as 
the family was temporarily living at Blackwood at the 
time ς ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǿ {ǘƛǊƭƛƴƎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ς Christine 
suggested they might like to attend Mass at St 
aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜǿŀǘŜǊΦ ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ƳŜǘ CǊ CǊŜŘΣέ 
ǊŜŎŀƭƭǎ wƻōŜǊǘΦ ά²Ŝ ǎƻƻƴ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ŀŘƳƛǊŜ Ƙƛǎ 
dedication and passion, and the way he shares 
messages with both young and old is powerful yet 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭΦ {ǘ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƭǎƻ 
has a strong sense of community and we just love how 
the people of this parish look out for each other and 
ƻŦŦŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜƭǇ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƻŦ ƴŜŜŘΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 
ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŘ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΦέ  

hǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ WŀƪŜΩǎ ŀƴŘ WǳƭƛŀΩǎ 
schooling and extracurricular activities that see Jake 
involved in soccer and athletics and Julia in ballet and 
jazz dancing, and attending Mass at Bridgewater, the 
5Ω!Ƴŀǘƻǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊǎΣ 
particularly camping and trekking. Robert has a pretty 
impressive resume when it comes to trekking, having 
trekked from Killarney to the Dingle Peninsula in 
Ireland in 2015 and just last year, tackled the famous 
Camino de Santiago walk through Spain.  

Of course, Lorraine would have loved to join but she 
drew the short straw and remained behind to look 
ŀŦǘŜǊ WŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ WǳƭƛŀΗ ά²Ŝ ŦŜŜƭ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƭƻƴƎ 
drives, exploring the next destination and, as food 
ƭƻǾŜǊǎΣ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ŘƛǎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƭŀǾƻǳǊǎΣέ 
ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ [ƻǊǊŀƛƴŜΦ ά!ƴŘ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ 
!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ out there, we are spoilt for 
ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŀǊŜƭȅ ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΦέ 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fstorage.cloversites.com%2Fadelaidehillscatholicparish%2Fdocuments%2FThe%2520Bridge%2520August%25202019.pdf&psig=AOvVaw28N7LzjBuvhiSCZ8sT6OdR&ust=1581937997898000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNClw7z41ecCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAZ
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Beneath the waves - Early submarine visits to 

Malta (1911 -13) 
 This feature looks into the first British submarine visits t o Malta during the early 20th 

century and the first submarine to be sunk by air attack. Anthony Zarb Dimech investigates  

The modern -age submarine is a powerful nuclear -

powered vessel. Today six countries deploy some form 

of nuclear -powered strategic submarines: the United 

States, Russia, France, the United Kingdom, China and 

India.  

The recent discovery of HMS Urge by a team of 

archaeologi sts led by Maltese Professor Timmy 

Gambin B.A. (Melit.), M.A. (Bristol), Ph.D. (Bristol) , Associate Professor , Classics & 

Archaeology, has re -ignite d and aroused fresh interest in the history of 

submarines.   Submarines were first built by Dutch inventor Co rnelius van Drebel in the early 

17th century but it was not until 150 years later that they were first used in naval combat. 

On 7 September 1776, during the Revolutionary War, the American submersible craft Turtle  

attempts to attach a time bomb to the hull  of British Admiral Richard HoweɅs flagship Eagle 

in New York Harbour. It was the first use of a submarine in warfare.  

The United Kingdom has a long history in submarine design and production dating back to 

the construction of the Nordenfelt  by the Barrow Ship Building Company in 1886. From then 

through the end of the Second World War, Britain developed numerous classes of new 

diesel-powered submarines and built almost 500 submarines.  

MaltaɅs link to submarines is a result of her rich maritime history and submarine deployment 

to Malta is one important aspect of MaltaɅs maritime connection with Britain. 

During the Second World War, the British used Marsamxett  Harbour, particularly Manoel 

Island, as a submarine base. Also, the submarine depot was based at Msida Creek, next to 

the Torpedo Depot between 1950 and 1960.  

Early submarine deployment to the Mediterranean goes back to 1911 -1913, when early 

submarines (B9, B10 and B11) called at MaltaɅs Grand Harbour. For instance, the B1O was 

ordered as par t of the 1904 -1905 Naval programme.    

Some statistics about the B10 reveal that it was launched on 23 March 1916 and was 

completed on 28 April 1906. The Builder was Vickers and had a length of 142 feet and a diving 

depth of 100 feet. With a speed of 13.5 k nots and a complement of 15 crew. It was sunk on 

9 August 1916. The B class was an enlarged and improved version of the preceding A class.  

In 1912, HMS B10, HMS B9 and HMS B11 were transferred to Malta. After the First World War 

began in 1914, B10 played a  minor role in the Dardanelles Campaign. The boat was 

transferred to the Adriatic Sea in 1916 to support Italian forces against the Austro -Hungarian 

Navy. She was anchored in Venice when it was bombed by Austro -Hungarian aircraft on 9 

August. A bomb struck  the submarine and blew a hole that measured 5.5 by 6 feet (1.7 by 

1.8m) in the side of the hull. As she flooded, her crew was able to escape without loss of life. 

It was the first submarine to be sunk by an aircraft in history.  
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One must not fail to mention the sinking of the HMS Louvain  during the First World War, when 

the German submarine UC 22 torpedoed the Louvain  and sent it to the bottom of the Aegean 

Sea in January 1918 in the worst naval disaster with the greatest loss of Maltese lives (26 crew 

and 46 other Maltese ratings).  

Eventually, B10 was docked for repairs but the damage was compounded by the activities of an 

Italian dockyard welder who began work with his torch next to one of the submarines petrol 

tanks. B10 was sur veyed and considered not fit for repair. She was sold for scrap.  

ϥnterestingly, the crew of the B10 stayed at Dowdall Hotel at St GeorgeɅs Bay in Birzebbuga, since 

it was a popular spot for submarinesɅ crew. A photo showing the crew of submarine numbers 10 

and 11 outside the Dowdall hotel was also recently unearthed and seen by the author of this 

feature.  

Photo on top shows  B10 in Grand Harbour, Malta with Upper 

Barrakka Gardens in the background  

Photo of H. M. Submarine B10 crew (1911 -1913) 

Sailor cap den otes H.M.S Egmont  

(A. B Axworthy, A. B Welsh, Ldg. Sea. Humber, Sto. Jordan, A. B. 

Wilcox, Ldg. Sto. Hark, A. B. Ashfield, ERA Eustace, Lieut. 

Gravener, P.O. Brewster, Lieut. Walsh, ERA Smeeton, A. B. 

Wolton, Sto. P.O. Jewell). Photo by S. L. Cassar (Malta)     

[www.independent.com.mt]  

 

 

Malta High Commission in Canberra  

CONSUL-ON-THE-MOVE  
ἝἽἭἭἶἻἴἩἶἬ ἾἱἻἱἼ 

 ἐἭἪἺἽἩἺὁ -  ἙἩἺἫἰ  
BRISBANE - MACKAY - CAIRNS  
The next consul -on-the-move visit will be held in Queensland at the following cities:  

Brisbane: 25th - 29th February 2020  Mackay: 2nd - 3rd March 2020   Cairns: 6th March 2020  

Limited spaces are available and will be assigned on first -come-first -served basis upon 
confirmation of appoitnment.  
We encourage those interested to get in touch with the High Commission in Canberra.  

Dates and cities are confirmed once enough appointments have been confirmed by payment. 
Appointments by booking only.  

If you, your family and friends are in these cities and are interested in applying for a Maltese 
passport, citizenship or require other 
consular services, get in touch with Malta  
High Commission  in Canberra on 02 6290 
1724           02 6290 1426  during office hours 
(Mon -Fri 9am to 5pm Canberra local time 
AEST)   or send us an email on :  
consul.canberra@gov.mt  

https://www.facebook.com/MaltaHighCommissionCanberra/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARAAVvUZj2XvcaGkWLMen6LrvpIYXs_H7deu5payTrA_sYNcBNPFkiwNdf2XDkxzqeocxicG0yPx959n&hc_ref=ARQNbnJeRT_LX6iW2P7e3e-oflnWaO03FMtsQtqbIerNpLm3jt1-hCKCswRtkPWsPv4&fref=nf&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDRL_BITNRUrKzRVdIvv6EF4Z_d0wIuTywl3iI_QOAZSFYtqC4RM0jMgrPtwOW3R6TTsYv48k0dHI115-hbKucWPDYmLUKE0vBipTlr6sodIeZ6Z3tnOpZfqeQyWY1tmUtpr8045JEp2xezn61HKGe-ApaHtfgf2ohxjrYjvr0kFnUIXN_stVplC042A6e6619N87q839eet0BHnJ2sdAkD6KtYWyxHqpZXuncLkqYIBG_Fzr95Z59a34IIqxnH9O0UcmLdBZlxsf62II6xUj0WcgYAyHq6BYY89ffTubapyNBDAuQcCsX1qQ-QdvUd1ml4QCEWfm8ZmUNLyA6qoxUG
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/maltahighcommission?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDRL_BITNRUrKzRVdIvv6EF4Z_d0wIuTywl3iI_QOAZSFYtqC4RM0jMgrPtwOW3R6TTsYv48k0dHI115-hbKucWPDYmLUKE0vBipTlr6sodIeZ6Z3tnOpZfqeQyWY1tmUtpr8045JEp2xezn61HKGe-ApaHtfgf2ohxjrYjvr0kFnUIXN_stVplC042A6e6619N87q839eet0BHnJ2sdAkD6KtYWyxHqpZXuncLkqYIBG_Fzr95Z59a34IIqxnH9O0UcmLdBZlxsf62II6xUj0WcgYAyHq6BYY89ffTubapyNBDAuQcCsX1qQ-QdvUd1ml4QCEWfm8ZmUNLyA6qoxUG&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/maltahighcommission?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDRL_BITNRUrKzRVdIvv6EF4Z_d0wIuTywl3iI_QOAZSFYtqC4RM0jMgrPtwOW3R6TTsYv48k0dHI115-hbKucWPDYmLUKE0vBipTlr6sodIeZ6Z3tnOpZfqeQyWY1tmUtpr8045JEp2xezn61HKGe-ApaHtfgf2ohxjrYjvr0kFnUIXN_stVplC042A6e6619N87q839eet0BHnJ2sdAkD6KtYWyxHqpZXuncLkqYIBG_Fzr95Z59a34IIqxnH9O0UcmLdBZlxsf62II6xUj0WcgYAyHq6BYY89ffTubapyNBDAuQcCsX1qQ-QdvUd1ml4QCEWfm8ZmUNLyA6qoxUG&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/MaltaHighCommissionCanberra/?ref=nf&__tn__=%3C-R&eid=ARCUhppgIC_R7-Y4M2tR8qPUITxE5tzCDQcRJsPGpYKK3LFez0E8pp2UxijnccILFvgQbMP5SaZk7K7F&hc_ref=ARTdVf__n5DGYafJ9ryERoHm1Vh-UKi6hsJtkyfIcFvU4mhUUDVag7o6g-METvMH_xI&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDRL_BITNRUrKzRVdIvv6EF4Z_d0wIuTywl3iI_QOAZSFYtqC4RM0jMgrPtwOW3R6TTsYv48k0dHI115-hbKucWPDYmLUKE0vBipTlr6sodIeZ6Z3tnOpZfqeQyWY1tmUtpr8045JEp2xezn61HKGe-ApaHtfgf2ohxjrYjvr0kFnUIXN_stVplC042A6e6619N87q839eet0BHnJ2sdAkD6KtYWyxHqpZXuncLkqYIBG_Fzr95Z59a34IIqxnH9O0UcmLdBZlxsf62II6xUj0WcgYAyHq6BYY89ffTubapyNBDAuQcCsX1qQ-QdvUd1ml4QCEWfm8ZmUNLyA6qoxUG
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Heritage Malta Museums & Sites: The Mediterranean in a Nutshell  ² 

is the latest publication by Heritage Malta.  A quick and reliable reference to all those interested 

in the cultural heritage of the Maltese 

islands, the book holds 35 million 

years of history in an easy, 

comprehensive overview to 30 

museums and sites managed by 

Heritage Malta. It is a bird®s eye view, 

an introduction to the treasure trove 

of cultural heritage in the country. 

From palaeontology to maritime 

history, from prehistory to the World 

War II, from palaces to gardens, and 

from catacombs to cisterns, this book 

is indeed the history of the 

Mediterranean in a nutshell. 

Text is by Alan Fenech, Godwin Vella and Vincent Zammit. Photography and Design is by Pierre 

Balzia 

 

This publication is available from Heritage Malta®s museums and sites. 

Heritage  Malta  launches its  Calendar of Events 
for  2020 
With 150 events spread over the year 

2020, Heritage  Malta , the national 

agency for museums, conservation 

practice and cultural heritage, is 

opening its doors wide to anyone who is seeking to experience our country®s history. 

This was emphasised by Noel Zammit, Heritage Malta®s CEO, during the launch of the 

Calendar  of Events  for 2020, at Fort  St Angelo , in Birgu. 

Heritage Malta®s principal goal, claimed Zammit, is to entice individuals from all walks of life to 

be interested in Malta®s historical heritage through a collection of diverse and interactive 

activities. 

¯We have managed to change the concept of a museum,° Zammit emphasised. ¯We no longer 

consider museums simply as the place to preserve our heritage, but as spaces which are alive 

and attractive to all, thanks to the events we organise within them.° 

This aim is clearly reflected in the variety of activities planned throughout the coming months. 

From workshops to the opening of sites which are normally closed to the public, from Taste 

History events to visits around Filfla, the program presented by the national agency is sure to 

pique anyone®s interest in one way or another. 

The importance being given to this sector was highlighted during Minister  Herrera®s first 

speech at the same launch. The Minister for National Heritage, the Arts, and Local Government, 

Dr Jose® Herrera, pointed out that Government has elevated culture to the title of National 

Heritage. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fgayguidemalta.com%2Fproject%2Fheritage-malta-museums-sites%2F&psig=AOvVaw2xZFFUpBaciM8RxgzQ9Cdj&ust=1581724086218000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLjl7Mbbz-cCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ
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Minister Herrera also emphasised that the Calendar of Events presented is a reflection of the 

agency®s work, which includes research projects and collaborations with other entities in the 

sector.  ¯I truly believe in collaboration with NGOs which, like Heritage Malta, have the 

interests of our national heritage at heart,° declared Herrera. ¯Together, we are in a better 

position to preserve our heritage for future generations.° 

Full program may be downloaded here 

https://heritagemalta.org/assets/docs/HM%20CALENDER%20OF%20EVENTS%202020.pdf 

 
We invite our readers in 
Adelaide to support this 
special MALTA-ANZACS 
fund-raising function.  It 
is envisaged that a 
rowing event will take 
place in Malta on 
ANZAC DAY 2021.  
The full details are not 
yet avaiable and we 
keep you updated as 
soon as we receive 
information from the 
organisers.  For tickets 
and other details 
contact John Calleja on  

0414 932 481 
 

https://heritagemalta.org/assets/docs/HM%20CALENDER%20OF%20EVENTS%202020.pdf
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Malta Youth Film Festival  
The Malta Youth Film Festival  is organized by Aɡenzija Ůgɣaůagɣ and 

the Malta Film Foundation.  It forms part of the Malta Film Foundation®s 

artistic programme, supported by the Cultural Partnership Agreement 

through the Arts Council Malta . The festival is also supported by the 

Malta Film Commission and the Parliamentary Secretariat for Youth, Sport and Voluntary 

Organisations.  

The third edition of Malta Youth Film Festival is open to all film genres including animation, drama, 

thriller, music video, documentary and others. Film duration is not to exceed 10 minutes including 

the credits. Submissions will be accepted on the relevant Entry Form from individuals and groups 

whose ages range between 16 and 30 years on the closing date of applications.  The winner/s of 

the Best Picture will receive: 

a.  prize of EUR 500  b. tickets and accommodation for 2 young people to take part in the  Nordic 

Youth Film Festival which will be held in Tromso / Norway between June 19th - 28th 2020. 

 Closing date for submission of application 16th of March 2020 .   

Visit     http://agenzijazghazagh.gov.mt/Categories/990/Malta_Youth_Film_Festival_2020_Call_for

_Entries_/1135/ 

Guidelines    Application Form    Consent Form    Consent Form - under 18yo 

 

What is the Kukkanja? The slippery Maltese 
carnival tradition that fell out of favour  

It has come and gone for three centuries now.  Joanna Demarco  
Climbing greasy poles seems to be a thing in Malta. The annual gostra 
is perhaps the event which springs to mind when thinking about such 
events. However, the kukkanja is also pretty identical. It is a carnival 
tradition, and throughout the ages, it has been appearing, 
disappearing, and re-emerging again in Maltese carnival celebrations. 
4ÈÅ ȬÃÏÃËÁÉÇÎÅͻȟ ÔÏ ÕÓÅ ÉÔÓ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈ ÔÅÒÍȟ ÉÓ ÁÃÔÕÁÌÌÙ Á .ÅÁÐÏÌÉÔÁÎ 
tradition and refers to the climbing of a greased pole which is placed 
horizontally or vertically, in order to grab a prize at the end of it 
(traditionally meat, but sometimes a monetary prize). It is, indeed, a 
ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔ ÆÅÁÔ ÁÎÄ ÁÍÕÓÉÎÇ ÔÏ ×ÁÔÃÈ ÁÎÄȟ ÉÎ ÆÁÃÔȟ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÔÁÐÈÏÒ ȬÇÒÅÁÓÙ 
ÐÏÌÅȭ ÉÓ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔ ÒÏÕÔÅ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÐ ÉÎ Á 
profession (preferably without the surrounding laughter of a crowd).  

The tradition in Malta started in 1721, during the rule of the Knights of St John, under the 
ÁÕÓÐÉÃÅÓ ÏÆ 'ÒÁÎÄÍÁÓÔÅÒ -ÁÒÃȭ !ÎÔÏÎÉÏ :ÏÎÄÁÒÄÉȟ Á ÇÒÁÎÄÍÁÓÔÅÒ ×ÈÏ ×ÁÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄÌÙ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÒ 
with th e Maltese people, and who strengthened many Maltese customs and traditions. 
Descriptions of the event explain how, at Palace Square, on Carnival Monday a gathered crowd 
×ÁÓ ȰÇÉÖÅÎ ÓÉÇÎÁÌ ÔÏ ÁÔÔÁÃË ÈÁÍÓȟ ÓÁÕÓÁÇÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÌÉÖÅ ÁÎÉÍÁÌÓ ÔÉÅÄ ÔÏ ÌÏÎÇ ÂÅÁÍÓ ÆÉØÅÄ ÁÇainst the 
ÇÕÁÒÄ ÈÏÕÓÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÖÅÒÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÂÒÁÎÃÈÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÒÅÅÓȟ ×ÈÏ ÓÅÉÚÅÄ ÔÈÅÍ ÁÎÄ ËÅÐÔ ÔÈÅÍȢȱ  
The event came to an end along with the ruling of the knights. However, the tradition was 
brought to life again in the mid-20th century by the Maltese government, though it only lasted a 
few years. It was then revived again in the '90s, but then also stopped.  
In 2009 and 2010, the kukkanja was organised again in Valletta by the Arts Council, and the 
kukkanja is still popular in Gozo carnival celebrations. Have you ever experienced this slightly 
mad tradition? 

https://www.nuff.no/
https://www.nuff.no/
https://3d58b7f4-372d-476a-8951-d800369475aa.filesusr.com/ugd/700203_cffa424488c64e73b767e8aa641452db.doc?dn=MYFF%203%20guidelines.doc
https://3d58b7f4-372d-476a-8951-d800369475aa.filesusr.com/ugd/700203_067bd5d28e4e4396ad45de0a674d7ce2.pdf
https://3d58b7f4-372d-476a-8951-d800369475aa.filesusr.com/ugd/700203_3d99e0fe161747d6a53c393cc99249d9.docx?dn=MYFF%20Consent%20Form%2018%2B.docx
https://3d58b7f4-372d-476a-8951-d800369475aa.filesusr.com/ugd/700203_e916532632764ca9b8d0f41bb11ada33.docx?dn=MYFF%20Consent%20Form%20Minors.docx
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Drama is inherent in Malta's history, which is why it's no surprise that apparitions are abound, rooted in 
the island®s steep historical past. 

   Lisa Borain  

THE BLUE DOLPHIN HOUSE ON ST URUSLA STREET, 

VALLETTA    When Malta was under British rule, two 

sailors met a beautiful woman at a late hour, who asked 

them to walk her back home. When they arrived 

at her house on St Ursula Street, she told them that she 

had forgotten her key inside and asked if they could help 

her to regain entry. Although reluctantly wary, they aided 

her, and quickly relaxed to find that when she opened the 

door, a beautifully kept house illuminated with candles was 

revealed. Eventually, they grew tired and bid their farewell. 

The following day, when they returned to pick up a silver 

cigarette case one of the sailors had forgotten, they found 

that the entire house was completely derelict. Neighbours 

informed them that the house had been abandoned for 

decades, but that they occasionally saw a mysterious light 

flickering inside. 

DREAD AT VILLA SANS SOUCI, MARSAXLOKK     

Originally constructed as a private residence in the 1870s, 

this now long-abandoned mansion was used as a hotel in 

the 1910s, and by the Royal Air Force in the 1940s. It's 

been said that eerie noises are often heard from inside the villa, and many who have entered the 

abandoned site have said that a constant feeling of dread and paranoia follows them everywhere they 

step. 

THE GIRL IN THE BLUE DRESS AT VERDALA PALACE    During the time of the Order of St John, 

Grand Master De Rohan®s niece was to be married to a suitor she did not love and refused to marry 

him. Upon discovering this, the enraged suitor locked the girl in her room at Verdala Palace in Buskett. 

When she attempted to escape out of her window, she fell to her death. Since then, her ghost has 

roamed around the palace in the blue dress she died in. Many palace visitors have reported seeing her 

in the mirrors throughout the palace, or standing on the edge of the palace balconies. 

MDINA'S HEADLESS BRIDE    One evening, a beautiful girl named Katerina who lived in Mdina was 

attacked by a knight on a dark street. When she fought for her life, she accidentally killed the knight. 

The courts sentenced her to death by beheading, but not before allowing her to marry her one true love 

minutes before her punishment was exacted. It is said that the headless bride still roams the streets of 

Mdina, standing silently at the end of the streets, encouraging people to follow her and appearing in 

their holiday snapshots. It's also said that she appears to widowers and heartbroken men, telling them 

to give up on love and join her in death. 

THE KNIGHT ON MANOEL ISLAND   Folklore and rumours have it that Fort Manoel is haunted by an 

apparition called the Black Knight, who wears the full armour and regalia of the Order of St John. British 

and Maltese soldiers who stayed there, as well as workmen and tourists have sighted his presence over 

the years, and some say that it's the ghostly figure of the Grand Master Vilhena, who commissioned the 

building of the fort. 

https://www.guidememalta.com/en/secret-history-of-manoel-island
https://www.guidememalta.com/en/secret-history-of-manoel-island



