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THE PRESIDENT OF MALTA AT FLINDERS UNIVERSITY  
Posted on: July 13th, 2016 by Marketing and Communications 

The president of Malta, H.E. Marie-Louise Coleiro Preca, centre, with Flinders University School of 

Education Student Wellbeing and Prevention of Violence (SWAPv) Research Centre Professor Phillip Slee 

and Dr Grace Skrzypiec. 

Flinders University is hosting a major conference on 
child and youth wellbeing, violence and bullying at the 
Universityôs Tonsley facility (13-15 July). 

The event, opened by the President of Malta, Her 
Excellency Marie-Louise Coleiro Preca, will be leading 
Australian and international researchers discuss 
student wellbeing, violence and aggression, bullying, 
cyberbullying and sexting. 

Flinders Universityôs Student Wellbeing and Prevention 
of Violence (SWAPv) Research Centre, led by 
Professor Phillip Slee and Dr Grace Skrzypiec, will host 
the inaugural conference, which aims to improve child 
and adolescent well-being, promote positive mental 
health and find solutions to prevent violence in school 
and early childhood settings throughout the world. 

One of Flindersô key anti-bullying initiatives, the 
SWAPv program, is the flagship program for Maltese 
schools and is also being used in Japan, Italy and East 

Timor. The program has consistently been shown to significantly reduce instances of severe 
bullying among schoolchildren everywhere it is used. 
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Professor Slee, who co-authored a recent paper commissioned by the State Government, 
Cyberbullying, Sexting and the Law, said up to 20 per cent (463,000) of Australian children and 
teenagers aged 8-17 were the victims of cyber-bullying. He said there was increasing evidence that 
both traditional face-to-face bullying and cyber-bullying had lasting effects on children and their 
families, including low self-esteem, depression, anxiety and suicidal ideation 

Watch video:  https://www.facebook.com/PresidentofMalta/videos/1743375762611420/   

ñBy bringing together national and international experts who can share information and resources 
and inform fellow researchers and education specialists, we can find new ways to help promote 
student wellbeing and positive mental health, and prevent violence and aggression, bullying and 
cyber-bullying,ô said Professor Slee. 

The conference is being organised in partnership with Flinders Educational Futures Research 
Institute, The Wellbeing and Resilience Centre (SAHMRI), headspace and Relationships Australia 
(SA).   It will feature more than 50 presentations from researchers around the world, including India, 
Japan, China, Russia, Europe, USA, Kenya and Nigeria.  Keynote speakers include: 

¶ Professor Carmel Cefai Director, Centre for Resilience and Socio-Emotional Health, University of 
Malta 

¶ Professor Catherine Blaya President of the International Observatory of Violence in Schools, 
University of Nice Sophia Antipolis, France. 

¶ Mr Agio Pereira Honorable Minister of State and of the Presidency of the Council of Ministers, 
Timor-Leste. 

¶ Mr David Kelly SAHMRI Resilience & Wellbeing Centre 
¶ Mr Vikki Ryall Chief Clinician at headspace Melbourne 
¶ Dr Jamie Lee Principal Researcher, 

Relationships Australia 
¶ Professor John Halsey Professor of Rural 

Education and Communities, Flinders University School of 
Education 
Further details about the conference can be found at 
http://www.flinders.edu.au/ehl/swapv/ 

¶ A special public panel event on July 14, titled 
óThe Politics of Wellbeingô and hosted by the SAHMRI 
Centre for Resilience and Wellbeing, will include 
presentations by Mrs Marie-Louise Coleiro Preca, 
President of Malta; Special Minister of State Timor-Leste, 
Agio Pereira; Minister of Education and Child Development 
Dr Susan Close; CEO of headspace Chris Tanti; 
Relationships Australia principal researcher Dr Jamie Lee. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/PresidentofMalta/videos/1743375762611420/
http://www.flinders.edu.au/ehl/swapv/
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Hon Jay Weatherill, Premier of South Australia, The President, Mr Edgar Presca and Frank Scicluna Hon 

Consul for Malta in SA 

 

RECEPTION HOSTED BY THE PREMIER OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA  
THE HON J AY WEATHERILL MP  AT THE ADELAIDE CONVENTION CENTRE  

 

On Tuesday 12 July 2016 the Premier of South Australia the Hon Jay Weatherill 
hosted a reception in honour of Her Excellency  Marie -Louise Coleiro Preca, 

President of Malta at the Adelaide Convention Cent re.  240 members of the 

Maltese community of Adelaide attended the reception.   Present for the reception 
were the Hon Grace Portolesi, Chair, South Australian Multicultural and Ethnic 

Affairs Commission  
The Hon Peter Malinauskas MLC Acting Minister for Mul ticultural Affairs  

Hon Consul for Malta in South Australia, Mr Frank Scicluna and Mrs Josie Scicluna  
Mr Christopher Abdilla, Maltese youth representative  

Mrs Leah Rensburg -Philips Manager, Protocol, Department of the Premier asnd 
Cabinet , H.E. Charles Musc at, High Commissioner for Malta  and Mrs Maryanne 

Massa, Presidentôs private secretary. 
The Maltese Queen of Victories Band played the Maltese and Australian National 

Anthems  and sung by Stacey Saliba,  followed by a welcome speech  by the 
Premier of South A ustralia the Hon Jay Watherill MP  Then Her Excellency delivered 

a moving speech addressed to the members of the Maltese community.  Other 
speeches were delivered by Mr Frank Scicluna and Mr Christopher Abdilla.  
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The President mingled with the guests for the rest of the function. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Clockwise:  The President and Mr Preca 

with the Maltese Queen of Victories 

Band,  Josie Scicluna shaking hands 

with the President Mrs Bernadette 

Buhagiar presenting a gift to the 

President oin behalf of St. Catherine 

Sociey of SA, ,  Chev. Charles Farrugia, 

presenting a boomerang to Her 

Excellency, Mr. Frank Grima, the 

President of the Maltese Senior Citizens 

Association of SA together with Mary 

and Alfred Borg, presenting  a token to 

the President of Malta.  (Photos taken on 

Tuesday 12 Jul;y) at the Adelaide 

Convention Centre) 

\ 
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St Raphael's Home for the Aged  

Franciscan Sisters of the Heart of Jesus  
 

Her Excellency the President of Malta was invited to visit st. Raphaels Home for the Aged administered 

by the Maltese Franciscan Sister of the Heart of Jesus. The president was welcomed by Frank Scicluna  

Hon Consul and Mrs Scicluna, Sister Vittoriana Debattista, Regional Superior and the Sisters and staff, 

and Father Gabriel Micallef OFM, Chaplain to the Maltese community in Adelaide.  The residents of the 

home sang the national anthems of Malta and Australia and H.E. Marie Louis Coleiro Preca spoke to all  

the residents, seven of them are Malta born. Then the president and Mr Preca visited the convent where  

they were treated with refreshments and a cup of tea. Father Micallef explained to H.E. the history of the 

Maltese Franciscan Fathers who looked after the spiritual need of the Maltese community in Adelaide 

since the 40s. 
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POEZIJA TAõ JANE AGIUS MINN ADELAIDE 

LI QRAT WAQT  IR-RICEVIMENT GHAD UNUR IL-PRESIDENT TAõ 
MALTA  

 MARIE LOUISE COLEIRO PRECA 
 

13 Lulju 2016  
 
 
 

                             L-ibǩra li tant fi rduna  

U l-kbir tag ǩna kien destin  

Illum qalb wa ǩda miǣbura  

Kemm Maltin u anke G ǩaw dx in  
 

Ǩalli nselmu l -President tag ǩna 

Iltqajna ferrie ǩa bi ǩgarna  

Il-bxara malajr ǣriet  
Lill -qlubna wisq imliet  

 

Gǩajtulek oh Malta hafna wlied  

Fil-ferǩ, fin-ni ket u fi skiet  
Qalb wahda bil -fidi ta' San Pawl  
Nitolbu h imexxina , jtina dawl  

 

Bl-gharaq ta' gbinhom ǩadmu missierijitna  
Biex fi s-sod nitil ghu  lilna jaraw  

Afdaw fik O Kristu rebbie h 

Hawn fl -Awstralija ntu ǩom kull ǣieh  
 

Lilek O gzejra gawhra prezjuza  
Soda waqaft ma zmien kurag juza 

Gǩal l-gǩalmu l -ǩniena u l -Qlubija  
Ma l-erba tirjieh int imse mmija  

 

Mela ejjew ǩuti naǩdmu id f'id  

Gǩal modrija, l -gǩaqda u l -gid  
B'hekk nimxu lkoll il -quddiem  
U zgur jirrenja l -paci u sliem  

 
Viva Malta u l -Maltin  

Gǩawdex u l -Gǩaw dxi n  

 
SPECIAL EDITION MAL TESE NEWSLETTER 127             JULY 2016  

THE VISIT OF THE PRESIDENT OF MALTA TO ADELAIDE  
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The President of Malta visits the South Australian Health 

and Medical Research Institute  
ly 15, 2016Her Excellency, 

Marie-Louise Coleiro Preca, 

President of Malta, visited the 

South Australian Health and 

Medical Research Institute 

(SAHMRI) in Adelaide, South 

Australia. During her visit, 

President Coleiro Preca held a 

meeting with Ms. Gabrielle 

Kelly, Director of the 

Wellbeing and Resilience 

Centre.  

The meeting was also attended 

by Professor Phillip Slee and 

Dr Grace Skrzypiec from the 

Student Wellbeing and Prevention of Violence (SWAPv) centre of Flinders University, as well as by 

Professor Carmel Cefai, Director of the Centre for Resilience and Socio-Emotional Health, and Head of 

the Department of Psychology, at the University of Malta.  

During this meeting it was agreed that the Presidentôs Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society, the 

University of Malta, Flinders University and SAHMRI will be exploring further the areas in which they 

can collaborate and share ideas to continuously promote the wellbeing at a society and community level.  

Ms Gabrielle Kelly also invited President Coleiro Preca to be a part of the International Advisory Board of 

SAHMRI. 

** ***************************************************************  


