MALTESE-BREWSLETTER 237 September 2018

; 5 9(@11@5@ e-Newsletter

$q Vears | v The Journal of the Maltese Diaspora
13" Editor: Frank L Scicluna OAM

ANNIVERSARY Contact: maltesejournal@gmail.com

“Have confidence in Tmphrey Boga

the young people, ™E |
give them a chance, maLTese . "Wf
and they will surprise  FALCON

"

As the first generation Maitese community in
Australia is ageing and shrinking in size, the
younger generations have shown little
or no interest in continuing the Maltese
language, culture and traditions. WHY?

Read article on page 2
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Give Youth a Chance oquo\abDis?
MALTESE YOUTHS IN AUSTRALIA

The firstgeneration Maltese community in Australia is ageing, dying out and decreasing
rapidly in size. The second and third generations have shown little or no interestjin
continuing the Maltese language, culture andditéons in Australia. Why?

We must accept the fact that Maltese community organisations in Australia are facjhg
big challenges and, | am afraid now it is far too late to generate interest and encourgge
the involvement of the younger Maltes&ustralian gearations in the Maltese
language, culture and traditions and heritage.

Those who call themselves community leaders never gave chance to the young onejs to
take important positions in the community because they were afraid that they will logje
their officeor prominence.

In many committees of our associations the average age of the members is well ovef 70
and 80 and theware still hanging on to their position although they say that they wan

to see the young oreto continue the work they have been doifgr these last 50 or

60 years. The Maltese communities in Australia will become extinct in a matter of a
couple of decades. We must empower our young and give them a chance. Theyjare
intelligent, vibrant and have so much to contribute to the community.

The future of a small community like the Maltese community in Australia depends {pr
its survival on its youths, readily identifying with their ethnic background and cultuial
heritage and being prepared to show a commitment to their community and a readingfss
to take on the leadership roles. But unfortunately, they, in the past, were neveng

say. Also, our children have well integrated witlthe Australian society.

With the ageing of the Maltesborn first generation, the Maltese community in
Australa is facing a crisis: there are no young people coming up to take over the
leadership obur organisationsaand several of thee groups ave already disbanded.

While we may console ourselves that this is not a problem only within the Maltege
community and in fact, it goes right across other ethnic groups in Australia, in the cape
of the Maltese community, the problem is more pressing due to the smaller size of {he
community, which has shrunk by oV&®% in the past 25 years.

can be seen from the difficulty in getting the minimum of 15 students selecting Maltefe
language at Year 12 level on a national level. The Australian Government will be delefting
the Maltese languagesaone of the languages being offered in schools.

There is no simple answer to the ofteamised questios as to why parents, who have
chosen to identify themselves with their Maltese background and have been involved
with the Maltese community in Australfar many years, have been unable to convince
their children that they should also be involved in the life of the Maltese community.
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PRESS RELEASE BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPEAKER:

USAmbassdaor pays farewell visit to the Speaker

Reference Number: PR181961, Press Release Issue Date: Sep 14, 2018

Ambassador of the United States of America Ms G. Kathleen Hill has this
afternoon paid a farewell visit to pe:

Speaker Farrugia said that bilateral relations between Malta and the United
States have always been strong and friendly ever since the establishment of
diplomatic relations on 21st September 1964. He noted that the US was the
first country with which Malta established diplomatic relations upon gaining its
independence.

The Speaker added that there are excellent relations between the Maltese
Parliament and the US Congress, and elaborated on the work of the
Parliamentary Intelligence Forum, led by the Chairperson of Congressional
Taskforce on Terrorism and Unconventional Warfare, in which Malta has been
an active member in the past years.

Speaker Farrugi a al so spoke about h
neighbourhood, particularly in Libya, stating that the situation there is of grave

concern not only to Europe but to the world. He added that the instability was
contributing to illegal migration from the African continent to Europe, with

billions of dollars being generated from human trafficking in the region, which

is then laundered to enter legally in the financial system. Both sides agreed

that finding a lasting solution will require hard work.

Both sides also agreed about the need to ensure that trade relations between
: e the US and the EU be maintained and developed further. Ambassador Hill
was accompanied by Mr Mark A. Schapiro, Deputy Chief of Mission at the US Embassy in Malta.

Do you love Maltese History?

The Story of Caj
Mal t a

Chalk portrait of Caravaggio

by Ottavio Leoni, circa 1621

Michelangelo Merisi was born in the town of Caravaggio (about
30 kilometres from Milan) in 1571. Caravaggio was, in fact, the
first great representative of the Baroque movement. He was the
archetypal rebellious artist and led a turbulent life. His life, it is
said, matched the high-drama of the chiaroscuro style that his
paintings became famous for.

In 1606 whilst working in Rome, one of his many brawls resulted
in Caravaggio killing a young man called Ranuccio Tomassoni.
With a price on his head, Caravaggio fled and headed for Naples
where he would be outside the Roman jurisdiction and under the
protection of the Colonna family. After just a few months, despite
a successful period in Naples where he was given a number of
important church commissions, Caravaggio left for Malta, the
headquarters of the Knights of the Order of St John of Jerusalem,

arriving on the island in July 1607.
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‘Judith beheading Holofernes' by
Caravaggio Photo: Mimmo Frassineti / Rex
Features

Grand Master Alof de Wignacourt invested
" Caravaggio as a knight of magistral obedience
so taken was he at having an artist of such
calibre as official painter of the Order. It was
during this time that Caravaggio was
commissioned to paint 6 T lBeheading of St
John the Bapt amsl ©® &xerome Wr i t i
both of which are on display in St J o h nGbs
Cathedral. This period of relative calm in his
life was short lived, and by late August 1608, Caravaggio was arrested for causing trouble once again, this
time badly wounding a high ranking Knight in another fight. Imprisoned at Fort St Angelo, disgraced and
unable to paint, he used his inventive poweoutdookt ¢
place in October 1608 and once again he was on the run. The Council, informed of his escape, immediately
expelled him from the Order.

After a nine month stay in Sicily, during which time he was trying to secure a pardon from Pope Paul V,
Caravaggio returned to Naples and the protection of the Colonna family. His style and technique as an artist
was still evolving and he enjoyed a productive time in his second spell in Naples.

An attempt was made on his life, and an incorrect account of his death was reported in Rome. Although
Caravaggio survived the attempt, his face was left seriously disfigured. In an attempt to build bridges,
Caravaggio painted 6Salome with the Head of Joh
and sent the work to de Wignacourt as a plea for forgiveness. In 1610, Caravaggio took a boat north to
receive a pardon, thanks to powerful allies in Rome. What happened then is shrouded in mystery. The artist
was reported as dead in a private newsletter (an avviso) dated 28th July. Three days later, another
newsletter declared that the artist had died of fever. His body, however, was never found. His mysterious
death at the age of 38 has been blamed variously on malaria, an intestinal infection, lead poisoning from
the oil paints he used or a violent brawl.

1 The Maltese Diabetes Association was
established as a non-governmental non-profit
voluntary organisation in 1981.

1 Our Headquarters were always domiciled
Maltese Digbefes Association in Valletta, Ma | tcapdascity. First in South
Ghaagda Maltija Rontra d-Dijabete  Street, then within the British Legion Premises

in Melita Street.

1 Since 2012 we started operating in a renovated apartment situate at 74/1, Melita Street,
Valletta. Our Headquarters comprises of a large conference room, administrative office
and two meeting rooms.

OPENING HOURS EVERY WEDNESDAY 9 AM -12 PM
ADDRESS 74,FLAT1. MELITASTREET. VALLETTA

WEBSITE: https://www.diabetesmalta.org/
EMAIL: info@diabetesmalta.org
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Maltese Falcon' Statue Sells for Eye-Popping $4 Million
at Auction

Courtesy EverettCollection

The only known film-used Falcon is among the rarest pieces of movie
memorabilia ever offered for public sale. The Maltese Falcon statue from
the movie of the same name sold at auction for $4,085,000, including &
buyer's premium of $585,000.

The sale was conducted by Bonhams in New York in conjunction with
Turner Classic MoviesThe price was at the high end of expert estimates for
the piece. Bonhams had declined to offer a pigale estimate.

It ranks with the most expensive pieces of moe and TV memorabilia ever
sold at auction, trailing the original Batmobile from the 1960s TV show,
which sold for $4.6 million, and the Aston Martin driven bySeanConnery
in Goldfingerwhich sold for $4.1 million.

But it far outstripped the $2 million paid for a pair of ruby slippers worn by

Judy Garland in TheWizard of Oz,or the $576,000 paid for an Enterprise
model used inStar Trek. The falcon statue was one of two made for the movie but the only one known to havé
appeared on film. According to Bohams, markings on the statue- particularly a small dent from where the
statue was dropped-- can be matched to the one on film.

"The spectacular price achieved reflects the statuette's tremendous significance. The Maltese Falcon |fs
arguably the mostimportant movie prop ever and is central to the history of cinema,Catherine Williamson |,

the director of the Bonhams entertainment memorabilia department, said in a statement.The piece was
owned by an unidentified Calfifornia collector who acquired itin a private sale in the 1980s. The identity of
the winning bidder has not been disclosed.

The movie - The Maltese Falcon

USA | 1941 | 101 minutes

"The stuff that dreams are

made of" Sam  Spade

(Humphrey Bogart), a cynical,

tough-talking  private  eye,

becomes ensnared in a web of

deceit when a simple missing

persons case becomes a

deadly hunt for a missing

statuette. John Huston's 1941

directorial debut became the

prototype for the Film Noir

: genre, and Bogart's

performance as Spade made him a household name. With legendary performances from Mary
Astor, Sydney Greenstreet, Peter Lorre, and Elisha Cook Jr.
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= Avisitto Hamrunishardyon anyoneds budke
\ but once a year the Hamrunizi let their hair down
i and i tds gui te an e
| Hamrun is a largish and mostly nondescript working
mends town just a mile or S
Mal tese standards it is affre
1 lavishly decorated if stylistically confused church only
‘ . being completed in 1875 and the town itself only
W8 becoming a parish in 1881. Hamrun has a wide and
J fine shop-filled main road which is unfortunately also
s ” the main trunk road from Valletta to Rabat an d Mdina
and therefore choked with trafﬂc at most times of the day. But for one day a year all the traffic
di sappears and Saint Josephds High Road becomesf| t
celebrates the feast of its patron dthe somewhat obscure Saint Cajetan.

The feast of Saint Cajetan is celebrated on the Sunday following the 7th of August (this year on the
10th). What the feast lacks in the fireworks
department (there are hardly any open spaces around
the town which allow for sizeable disp lays) it however
makes up with its band marches.
The evening marches are spread out over a whole
week but itds the tradit.i na
that is the real peak of merriment and boisterousness.
tl The townds two band clubs fof
Tal-Miskina) and St.Cajetan (Tat-Tamal) participate in
) this march and both attract a sizeable crowd of
followers, loyally dressed in the clubs colours o blue
and red respectively. Due to the immense rivalry
] between the clubs the band marches take a differen t
route and do not meet. Both marches are also obliged
) to start and end at the same time 0 start time is
normally around 11am and the marathon marches continue until 3pm, usually in blazing sunlight and
temperatures hovering around the 30c mark. The clubs also have a signed agreement not to let things
get out of hand and this is religiously adhered to dnot least because there are hefty financial penalties
relating to any departure from acceptable behaviour.

If this is starting to sound somewhat intimidatin g r est assured it i sn-batuted TIfe
and the opposing fans mingle, embrace and drink (and then drink some more) together. Rowdy and
mischievous it does get thoughi t he bands just | ove stoppi ng and r o
playing to their heartds content while the foll ofjwer
Some of the clubsé fans al so wepaimt which addte the cbleunand/ 0s
the general carnival ymoaod Suhudsty 6dse s &t | cyo nae mand as
good fun, beer aplenty and one which every Hamruniz will tell you is unique to the islands. Trust me,

I dm one.

§ Let me tell you that since | have been reading your journal, my knowledge regarfdi )
the beautiful islands (Malta & Gozo ) and the people livitigere has increased

by 100%. God bless you and your work. One can only imagine the amount of reséa h

you go through to keep this journal to such a high standard.

5 Sincerely yours, Philip Bonnici

H
!
S
f
#
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Shop / Fresh Veget abl

Get your hands on the freshest, most delicious
seasonal produce, grown and prepared near you.
BEANS BROAD (FUL)

Product Details

Broad beans or fava beans are eaten both raw or
cooked. The Maltese Kusksu is a vegetable soup
primarily containing fava beans and pasta beads.
They are also used in the very popular appetizer
called bigilla where they are served as a pureé
mixed with olive oil, lemon juice, garlic, parsley
and mint. It is served with bread or crackers and
is the Maltese answer to hummus.

BIGILLA (MALTESE BEAN DIP)

This bean paste is very common in Malta. It is
served by restaurants and bars as appetizer and it is also found ready made in supermarkets.
The tic beans are called O6Ful tadé ALirbad in
See picture below.

Serves 5
Total Time
1 hr 10 min
Ingredients
1. 200g dried broad beans
2. 3 cloves garlic
3. 2 fresh chillies
4. 6 tablespoons olive oil
5. 3 tablespoons water
6. fresh parsley
Instructions
Pre-soak the beans in water a day before. Rinse 3 or 4 times while they are soaking in water to
clear the water as much as possible.
. When ready to cook, remove the beans from soaking water and rinse.
Boil the beans in a pan for about an hour stirring from time to time.
. When beans are softened, remove from heat and let stand for a few minutes.
Rinse under some running water and remove excess water.
In a blender first blend the garlic, chilly and parsley to make sure they are finely chopped.
. Add the tic beans and remaining ingredients to the blender and blend until a paste is formed.
Serve with raw crudites or olive oil crackers

= = Do you know you may read
Flnd us on' this journal in book form
faCEbOOk https://issuu.com/franksciclun
® a/docs/news237

www.facebook.com/frank.scicluna.3/ For other issues just change
' ' the number

N
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HISTORICAL PILGRIMAG

ST PUBLIUS TAKEN TO SEATO
PAY HOMAGE TO ST PAU L

On Sunday the 9th of July | was invited by
" the AssoUj azzjoni FRuwbrcipate at a [p
~ the first edition of the Pilgrimage of St Publius in
honour of St m&tgrdomamivels&yp O t

! Maybe you are thinking who was St Publius and why
he is so important with the life of St Paul? Publius was
a Maltese National who according to tradition, was
born of noble parents around the year 33 AD. Their
urban residence was where today stands the
g Metropolitan Cathedral of Mdina.

He was the Chief Official (Governor) of the Island who welcomed St Paul and the 276 persons on board

the ship which was shipwrecked in Malta. Thatos

Furthermore, P a u | heal ed Pu b afterwasdd Publiast became, a Christidn and was then
ordained as the spiritual leader of the Maltese by St Paul himself.

Now we could appreciate why St Publius is taken to visit St Paul in the island dedicated to him as a
homage for what the Apostle Paul did for his father and for his life.

In the photo above you can see the devotee carrying the statue under that hot sun with such a deep
devotion!

Later on, according to tradition, Publius was sent to Athens, becoming
St Paul : d bish o | . becor
consecrating | ; Its secon IShop. However, Publius was later martyred by being
St Publius. : thrown to the lions.

Today, Publius is honoured as a martyr, as the first bishop of Malta and

the first Maltese Saint. His liturgical feast is held on the 22nd of January,

while the St Paul 6s Feastitisihadoathe u
1_Oth of February. The devotion to St Publius in Malta dates from olden

| times.

# St Publius Church is in Floriana where you can find the titular statue of
St Publius carved in wood by the sculptor Vincenzo Dimech as a unique
and outstanding work of art. From the Act of the Apostles 28:1 7 10 you
can read the memories of St Luke who was a prisoner as the Apostle
Paul during the shipwrecked.

AWhen we had escaped, then they
Malta. The natives showed an uncommon kindness; for they kindled a
fire, and received us all, because of the present rain, and because of
the col dé.

in the neighbourhood of that place were |
named Publius, who received us, and courteously entertained us for three days. It happened that
the father of Publius was sick of fever and dysentery. Paul entered in to him, prayed, and laying
his hands on him, healed him. Then when this was done, the rest also who had diseases in the
island came, and were cured. They also honored us with many honours, and when we sailed, they
put on board the things that we needed?o.



https://www.facebook.com/publjutamalta/
https://exploring-malta.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/publius16.jpg
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THE MAQLUBA LEGENDQRENDI

Posted by Fiona

= . The little village of qrendi is a proper jewel
of peacefulness located in the enchanting

i and rocky countryside on the south west
coast of malta.

Within its borders, you can spot wonderful views

of the Blue Grotto and ride along the valley called

Wied iz-Zurrieq to Ghar Lapsi coastline for a

refreshing swim and of course, admire the

o= majesty of the Neolithic Temples known

| as K a @&®im and Mnajdra. There is something

. mor e/ legend handed down over time that
also involves the mysterious island of Fifla.

THIS IS THE LEGEND OF IL-MAQLUBA, A NATURAL PHENOMENON, THAT HIDES A STORY
IN ITS DOLINE. Adjacent to the chapel of San Mattew, situated on the road connecting the village to
Wied iz-Zurrieq, one comes across |I-Magluba, another interesting feature quite unigue to the village of
Qrendi.

In fact, Il Magluba is an interesting i g u alrir Kgatdre formed by a depression in the land, filled with
Maltese trees and shrubs, quite breathtaking and truly impressive!
This area is a wild sanctuary for carob trees, where the Maltese National tree, the Gharghar (Sandarac
Gum) can be found growing wild. A place where Laurel trees grow in harmony with bamboo cane and Ivy
as well as Pomegranate trees grow in great abundance.

The Maltese name i Ma q 10 achually means i o vteu r nandl id is the name given to two similar
depressions found within the Qrendi boundaries and within two miles of each other, both having totally
different characteristics from one another.

Behind the Magluba magnificent views comes a legend equally as impressive!

Handed down through the generations, we learn of bad people living together in a small village or hamlet
(Hal-Lew). Almighty God warned the village, through a good woman living close by and often referred to

as a nun, against their bad ways.Unheeding these warnings, God decreed that the land swallow the village
sparing none except the good woman. In turn, angels were dispatched to dispose ofthe i b avd | lbg g 6
dumping it at sea. Legend thus tells of the formation of the island of Filfla situated some five kilometres to

the South West of the fishing port of Wied iz-Zurrieq.

Well but | cannot believe that the people in Malta were so bad, St Paul the Apostle said that he found an
unusual kindness among the locals! Well, actually on the 23rd November 1343, Malta experienced one of
its most severe winter storms in history, a tempest or possiblyane ar t h g ihwak & this time that the
formation of this phenomenon came about.

The Magluba is a natural conical depression formed by the collapse of the underlying limestone strata,
commonly known in geological terms as a doline. It is a sinkhole collecting rainwater from as far as a five
kilometre radius!
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Chamber where the Inquisition tortured blasphemers

7 s ‘
: ' {

4EA YT NOEOEOI 060 0A1 AAA
September by MaltaToday Staff

AEA YT NOEOEOI O6 0 O0AI AAA 6E
l nqui sitords Palace was the seat of 1798hlewadkaown e
then as the Palazzo del Sant 60fficio. The 1l@thui
century as the seat of a court known as Castellania, but little remained of the original construction

due to the many construction changes and renovations in the following centuries.

After the liquidation of the Inquisition in 1798 during the French occupation of Malta, the palace
served as a military hospital, a canteen and a monastery. Since 1966, there is a museum in it, known
since 1992 as the National Museum of Ethnography. The building is one of several such palaces
surviving in the world, and the only one open to the public.

The I nquisitorés Palace was handed over to
Vincenzo Bonello and Antonio Sciortino performed various restoration works at the palace. In 1942,
the palace was transformed into a temporary Dominican monastery after the original monastery and
church were bombed during World War Il. The palace survived the war undamaged, it was
transferred back to the Museum department in 1954, after the Dominican monastery was rebuilt.

Thepalacebui | di ng was renovated and opened as a mu s
the first floor in 1981, the Folklore Museum was established, but since the late 1980s the museum
has deteriorated and only part of it has been accessible to the public. In 1992, the National Museum
of Ethnograph was opened in the palace and, in addition to the museum section, there is also the
ethnographic section of Heritage Malta. The reconstruction and renewal of its subsequent parties
are still underway in the building.

In addition to exhibits related to the Inquisition, the collection also includes various wooden models
of destroyed architectur al objects, including
World War 1l, the Valletta bakery before destruction in the 1930s and Manderaggio before
reconstruction in 1950.

The building was placed on the Antiquities List of 1925. Today it is a national class 1 monument and
is listed on the National Inventory of the Cultural Property of the Maltese Islands.

Take photosand participate in Wiki Loves Monument s
for Independence Day on Friday, 21 September, when Heritage Malta opens the doors of this grand
palazzo for free to be enjoyed by the general public.
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A Gothic monunent in a Baroque island

The architectural landscape of the Maltese islands is very
much a Baroque dominated one. Notwithstanding the various
architectural styles prevailing in the islands, the Baroque
seems to be ingrained in the Maltese psyche to the extent
that even churches built well into the 20" century more often
than not revert to this architectural idiom i as witnessed by
Xewki jabds hugch was onlyucantgpketed virhthe
19800s.

SANTA MARIA
ADDOLORATA CEMETERY

One notable departure from the Baroque is the Santa Maria
Addolorata Cemetery i a huge burial ground which is
effectively the isl and®os-Gohact i
style in 1869 by Emanuele Luigi Galiziai at that time principal
architect at the government Works Department. Galizia was

a gifted man and made exceptionally good symbolical use of
the | arge siiplbacitmpoghapbdgme
chapel on the topof a hi | | , reached fro
elegant gatehouse through a series of stairways and winding
all eyways: the architectos

road to salvation.

The cemetery i in which well over 200,000 Maltese are interred i can easily compare with some of

sout hern E galled proriumentad cemeteries. Although the number (and quality) of the

sculptured monuments is much less than one finds in the grand monumental cemeteries of Italy, the

cemetery is characterised by a large number of richly carved private mausoleums in its older western

sections which feature a quirky mix of styles ranging from elegant classical lines to the purely exotic T a

couple of chapels manage to look more like Hindu temples than Christian memorials T and there is even
a curious masonic-style pyramid. Most noteworthy of the latter is a
poignant bronze put up by a travelling businessman who, upon his
unexpected return to the Island, so surprised his ageing mother that the
excitement apparently helped to quicken her demise.

Private Mausoleum - Though the sculptured monuments at the
Addolorata are not thick on the ground, there are a few well worthy of note.
Perhaps the best known is the touching monument of a well-dressed man
grieving on his dead mother (in the main chapel area). This is one of the
cemet eryo6s f iircerisuslytsedack gbtheumorument retains
shrapnel pockmarks from a Second World War bomb which exploded
nearby.

Also close to the chapel is another fine monument to the four Maltese who fell in the 1919 riots against
the colonial government. The monument is the work of one Boris Edwards i a Russian émigré who
escaped Bolshevik Russia in 1919 and eventually made Malta his home.

Main Chapel Addolorata Cemetery - As with all cemeteries, a sad air of abandon hangs over the
Addolorata i the weathered monuments, the rusting wrought iron, the overgrown weeds; but on sunny
winter days the cemetery makes for a highly interesting architectural tour, and the hundreds of chirping
robins and redstarts which make Malta their temporary home during the cooler months add a much
needed dash of life and colour to this beautiful, if austere, home of the departed.

The Santa Maria Addolorata Cemetery is open every day of the year from 7am to 4.30pm.
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