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Diana Damrau and Joseph Calleja in Malta 
L I V E :  S AT URDA Y ,  O CT O BE R 2 4  AT  
1 :0 0  P M E T  

This outstanding soprano-tenor pairing 
presents a program of popular arias and 
duets, broadcast live from a spectacular 16th-
century cathedral on the beautiful isle of Malta. 
Diana Damrau and Joseph Calleja, both 
longtime Met audience favorites known for 
holding nothing back onstage, are sure to pull 
out all the stops for this performance. 
About the Artists 
DIANA DAMRAU 
German soprano Diana Damrau has been an 
audience favorite since making her Met debut 
in 2005 as Zerbinetta in Ariadne auf Naxos. 
Since then, she has given nearly 150 
performances of 17 roles, including Violetta 
in La Traviata, Elvira in I Puritani, Juliette 
in Roméo et Juliette, Leïla in Les Pêcheurs de 
Perles, the title roles of Manon and Lucia 
di Lammermoor, Amina in La Sonnambula, 
Gilda in Rigoletto, Adina in LôElisir dôAmore, 
Rosina in Il Barbiere di Siviglia, and Countess 
Adèle in Le Comte Ory.  
In 2007, she was named a Kammersängerin of 
the Bavarian State Opera, where her roles 
have included Violetta, Lucia, 
Antonia/Giulietta/Stella in Les Contes 
dôHoffmann, and the Countess in Le Nozze di 
Figaro, among others. She has appeared to 
great acclaim at the worldôs greatest opera 
houses, including La Scala, Deutsche Oper 
Berlin, Covent Garden, LA Opera, the Vienna 
State Opera, the Paris Opera, the Salzburg 
Festival, Spainôs Castell de Peralada Festival, 
and in numerous cities throughout Europe and 
Asia. In 2007, she became the first artist in 
Met history to sing both Pamina and the 

Queen of the Night in Die Zauberflöte in a 
single season. 
JOSEPH CALLEJA 
Born in Malta, tenor Joseph Calleja made his 
professional operatic debut when he was only 
19 years old, as Macduff in Macbeth at his 
nationôs Astra Theatre. He made his Met debut 
in 2006 as the Duke in Rigoletto and has since 
appeared in nearly 100 performances of 10 
roles, including Cavaradossi in Tosca, 
Gabriele Adorno in Simon Boccanegra, 
Edgardo in Lucia di Lammermoor, Macduff, 
Rodolfo in La Bohème, the title role of Faust, 
Hoffmann in Les Contes dôHoffmann, and 
Nemorino in LôElisir dôAmore. In 2017, he 
starred as Pollione in the premiere of Sir David 
McVicarôs new production of Norma, which 
served to open the 2017ï18 season, and in 
all, he has starred in four Live in 
HD transmissions. Highlights of recent 
seasons include appearances as Cavaradossi 
and the Duke at the Vienna State Opera; the 
Duke, Don José in Carmen, and Pollione at 
the Bavarian State Opera; Rodolfo in Luisa 
Miller at Lyric Opera of Chicago and in 
Hamburg; Rodolfo in La Bohème in Dresden; 
Cavaradossi in Aix-en-Provence; and Edgardo 
at Deutsche Oper Berlin. One of his native 
landôs biggest celebrities, he was selected to 
serve as Maltaôs first cultural ambassador in 
2012, and he recently teamed up with Maltaôs 
Bank of Valletta to form the BOV Joseph 

Calleja Foundation, which serves to help 

children and families in need. 

OUR JOURNAL IS 

PROUD OF ALL 

MALTESE ACHIEVERS 
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ERADICATION OF COVID-19 WITHOUT VACCINES 
ά3 Vessels and 3 Castlesέ 
Profs Stephen Gatt  NSW 
Tǿƻ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀƎƻΣ L ŦƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ǿŜƴǘ ƛƴǘƻ ΨǊŜǘƛǊŜƳŜƴǘΩ ŦǊƻƳ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŎƭƛƴƛŎŀƭ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΦ  As 
my parting gift to my state ς NSW, Australia ς I produced a Plan for Eradication of 
/h±L5 ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜǎ ƻǊ ƳŀƎƛŎ ōǳƭƭŜǘǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ о ±ŜǎǎŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ о 
/ŀǎǘƭŜǎέ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ   Even though my original plan was directed at New South Wales, 
the Australian Capital Territory and Lord Howe Is, two international webinars ς 
άwŜ9ƴǘǊȅέ όLƴŘƻƴŜǎƛŀκ/Ƙƛƴŀκ{ƛƴƎŀǇƻǊŜκƳŜ - !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀκaŀƭǘŀύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άtƻǳǊƛƴƎ hƛƭ 
over the Waves, Pulling Out the Spikes and Cutting the Tail Off COVID-мфέ 
(Portugal/Italy/me - Australia/Malta) elicited such international interest that I was 
asked by the G4 Alliance to prepare a presentation for the United Nations General 
Assembly for 20th {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ όŦƻǳǊ Řŀȅǎ ŀƎƻύ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴƭȅ с ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ф ΨǎƭƛŘŜǎΩ 

ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ άCƛǾŜ {ȅƴŜǊƎȅ tƛƭƭŀǊǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ  Defeat and Eradicate COVID-мфέΦ  

It has taken me more than 15 feverish-effort weeks in isolation to produce this eradication plan but, as one of 
the last remaining intensive care and anaesthesia specialists trained within an infectious disease hospitals ς 
Prince Henry in Little Bay ς I felt that, as one of the few remaining specialists with the expertise, knowledge 
and experience to manage this type of epidemic - I owed this to my country of adoption and I made this my 
parting gift to NSW.  ¢ƘŜ ΨōƻƻƪΩ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǇǊƛƴǘ ƴŜȄǘ ǿŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ ǎŜveral ministers, state premiers and the 
Australian PM are being briefed as I write. 

Last night, as Alice and I watched the PBS news from Malta on SBS, I was flooded with the realisation that, right 
ƴƻǿΣ aŀƭǘŀ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŘƛǊŜ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƻƻƭǎΧ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǎƻ ǘƘan NSW.  I felt that Maltese Australians ς indeed, all 
Maltese Across the Diaspora - need to urgently come to the assistance of Malta as it grapples with this 
destructive Phase II of COVID-19. 

I was already in the process of converting my 3V3C to a Malta-specific version.  As each day goes past, it is 
ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ aŀƭǘŀ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ǘƻ ΨǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƛǘΩΦ  The contagion must be 
contained immediately.  L ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ Ƴȅ ΨǊŀǿΩ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ aŀƭǘŀ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ƭƻŎal 
aŀƭǘŜǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ǿŀƭƪǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƻ ƳƻŘƛŦȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƴŘŜǊ Ƴȅ Ǉƭŀƴ Ψaŀƭǘŀ-ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎΩΧ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƛƴǘŀŎǘ ōǳǘ 
the locations, selected COVID positive institutions and ships, logistics, protections, choice of staff, etc. will 
change, albeit in the relatively minor detail. 

With this in mind, I have a simple plan to bring the Diaspora to the assistance of Malta immediately.  Over the 
next 24 hours, I intend to send you 5 emails in fairly rapid succession.  All I ask you to do is to forward these 
plans to as many in Malta (and locally) as possible with a simple request to pass these on to all their friends ς 
especially Parliamentarians and those in public health, media, opinion leadership and public office.  

We will then leave it to the Maltese to decide how (or whether) to implement our plan.  I suspect that if Malta 
started this comprehensive, whole-of-government initiative, they could control COVID within 2 weeks.  This 
would catapult Malta, not only into the best-practice quarantine COVID management category, but into Malta 
becoming showcase for the world for eradication of COVID.  

Will you pass this on to all in Malta?  Will you pass this on to the Media Community in Malta and locally for 
them to draw their own articles?  Could you get this into the mainstream media?  Will you take care of this 
base material in your own journals? What worked in Phase One (the Surge or the Curve) will not work with 
subsequent Waves, Spikes and Tail.  The greatest problem now is not only the disease but fear and its social 
and economic implications.  Contact Dr. Gatt -   gattsp@gmail.com 

More information will be given in future issues of this jourmal. 

 

mailto:gattsp@gmail.com
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Maltese/Canadian Visual Artist 
Art & Exhibition Consultant 

 

 
Beginning    Beginnings are important. They pave the way and help form who we are. Born on the 
island of Malta at the end of the nineteen forties, I spent the first fifteen years of my life in a small town 
surrounded by family and churches and basking in the Mediterranean sun. Aunts and uncles, cousins 
and grandmothers were ubiquitous and the quaint village-town life on the island was easy going and 
laid back even though the islanders were recovering from years of World War II bombings, only a 
decade or so earlie. Stories about the war were plentiful and every single Maltese over a certain age 
carried salient images of the terrors of war. The church dominated everyone's life, from birth to death, 
at school and at home and politics was not far behind. 
So how did these first dozen years impact my art making? A few things come to mind. On top of the list 
was my father's occupation. Like his father before him, he was a skilled craftsman. He was a decorator 
of churches and wealthy homes. He excelled at gilding, faux marble and faux wood and sign painting. I 
spent many a Saturday afternoon high up on scaffolding helping him retrieve gold leaves that had flown 
away from his work pad or watching him letter trucks or storefronts at breakneck speed. 

Festive events such the village festa , Carnival, Christmas and Easter also contributed heavily to the 
my artistic curiosity.  Second in line was time spent in church as an altar boy assisting at Mass, 
Funerals and Baptisms. Since most churches on the island had paintings everywhere, on the ceiling 
and on the walls, I had plenty of time to alleviate the boredom by staring at the biblical stories and lives 
of saints colorfully displayed all around me. However my interest in following a career in the arts did not 
happen until much later. In my early boyhood years, I lived for soccer, the sea, jumping from high 
places, and academics; I attended the Lyceum Secondary School in  Malta when I turned twelve and at 
age fourteen the family upped and moved to Toronto. 

 
From There To Here    We settled in the Junction, a rough and tumble section of west end Toronto 
where most Maltese settled at the time, comforted by a newly built parish church,  Maltese cafés, 
grocery stores and schools and close to High Park, one  of he nicest public parks in the city. My stay in 
Toronto was short-lived as I decided to continue my secondary school studies at a private school in 
Brockville Ontario, a three and a half hour train ride from Union Station. St. Mary's College was an all 
boys seminary school run by a religious order preparing young men for the priesthood. It gave me an 
excellent education and immersed me in the Canadian culture of the day in a near perfect location 
bound by the St.Lawrence River and hundreds of acres of woods. Canada Steamship Lines freighters 
plied the waters of the seaway on the south and Canadian National and Pacific trains resounded their 
long lonesome whistles day and night in the north. Seminary life was great but the prospects of a 
career as a man of the cloth, did not. After graduation, I started my university studies at Glendon 
College, York University. 

Halfway through my studies, I moved to Aix-en-Provence in the south of France to work on my french 
and supposedly to continue my studies at the université d'Aix-Marseilles. This too veered into a 
different path when I decided to leave the université to join the Academie des Beaux-arts d'Aix where I 
studied drawing and sculpture with a renowned sculptor, Francois Martinez. It was love at first sight. My 
life was to take a leap forward into the wonderful world of art and romance was soon to follow when I 
met my soul-mate at the university where I was supposed to be completing my third year. When I 
returned to Toronto, I finished my studies while taking art courses both at Glendon and the Ontario 
College of Art; my plan B of going to Law School however, was scrapped and replaced by a three-year 
diploma in Fine Arts at OCA and a one year Education degree at the U of T. Now I was  ready to settle 
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into a life of art-making and teaching intervened by two children who shared both the space in my 
studio and the joy of playing with pencils, paint and whatever they could find in my work-space. 
 
The years have seen me exhibit my work in over one hundred solo and group shows in Canada, USA, 
Europe and South America; I have traveled to over fifty countries, taught in university and high school, 
participated in a number of arts organizations, artist-run centres, and collectives and sat on national 

and local art juries while continuing to 
invent and create hoping that my work 
will find its way into private, corporate 
and public collections. This has been 
and continues to be my legacy. 

 LΩƳ ǇƭŜŀǎed to announce my upcoming 
exhibition Graphic Chats at Propeller 
Gallery in Toronto between September 16 
and October 4, 2020. This show was 
originally scheduled for last April when our 
city was gripped by the Covid Pandemic. 
Although we are still in the midst of this 
world wide dilemma, we at Propeller feel 
that we can still responsibly participate in 
the Cultural life of this vibrant city by 
taking all the necessary precautions. 
 The gallery will be open Wednesday to 
Friday between 1:00 and 5:30 pm. and 
Saturday and Sunday between 12 and 6 
pm. I will be at the gallery on Saturdays 
and Sundays Sept. 19, 20, 26, 27 and Oct. 
3 and 4 between 12 and 6 pm. 
 Propeller Gallery will respect the latest 
Covid prevention protocol within the 
gallery. A limited number of people will 
be allowed in the gallery at a time with 
proper distancing and wearing a mask. 
 A Zoom Opening will take place from the 

gallery on September 19 between 5 and 6 pm. To participate, go to Eventbrite and 
book. https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/118350992003 
 LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƳŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ōƻƻƪ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ LΩƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƭƭŜǊȅΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƳŜ 
at muscat@interlog.com.    Please come and support our artists. 
 
 
jIENA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ά5hbΩ¢ [9¢ ¢I9a ILb59w ¸h¦ Cwha twh5¦/LbD {¦/I ! ²hb59wC¦[ b9²{[9¢¢9wέ 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.ca%2Fe%2F118350992003&data=02%7C01%7Craymond.c.xerri%40gov.mt%7C3c06a6fb88f6458a328308d8510aa34a%7C34cdd9f55db849bcacba01f65cca680d%7C0%7C0%7C637348453461757300&sdata=%2BhZniX10Kdb3liBS394iNizVfXMWhGaqo2El5bY%2F824%3D&reserved=0
mailto:muscat@interlog.com
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IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǎƴŜŀƪ ǇǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ Ƴȅ Graphic Chats Series: 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CJM0jrXvfvI 
Fr. Ivano Burdian and Fr. Mario Micallef MSSP 

MALTESE CANADIANS 
CONGRATULATE ASSOCIATE 

PASTOR 
FR IVANO BURDIAN MSSP ON HIS 
25TH ANNIVERSARY AS A PRIEST 
Fr Ivano Burdian is the Associate Pastor of the St 
Paul The Apostle Maltese Canadian Parish 
Church and for the last month has took the helm 
of the St Paul The Apostle Parish while Fr Mario 

Micallef, Pastor was recovering from a medical intervention. Great to see Pastor Fr Mario Micallef 
back in action. 
The editor and readers of THE MALTESE JOURNAL  and the Consul-General Dr Xerri and the 
Maltese community wish you a great day and wish you many more years of service as a MSSP 
pri est and amongst the Maltese Canadian Community. 

TODAY MALTESE CANADIANS REMEMBER  
The 87th Anniversary 
of the passing away 
of The Reverend 
Monsignor Servant of 
God Joseph De Piro, 
MSSP (1877 - 1933) 
Monsignor De Piro is 
a central and very 
significant figure in 
the life of all Maltese 
Canadian for one 
reason. He founded 
the Missionary 
Society of St Paul 
(MSSP) in June 1910. 
The MSSP is the 
society that has 
presence in many 
countries around the 
world including here 
in Canada in the St 
Paul The Apostle 

Maltese Canadian Parish Church in Malta Village, The Junction in Toronto.  
This Church is the church where thousands of Maltese and Gozitans were and still baptised, 
including Malta's present Archbishop Monsignor Charles J. Scicluna a son of this parish, Maltese 
couples married and still get married, Holy Communions, Confirmations and funerals. 
For most Maltese Canadians living in Canada today owe the first years in this country to this MSSP 
parish - teach your children of this rich family heritage.  


