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Dreaming of a maltese christmas Christmas is 

very important to the people of Malta and its 

sister Island of Gozo. Most people on Malta are 

Catholics and go to a Midnight Mass. Usually the 

churches are full with people. In Maltese Happy 

Christmas is óIl-Milied it-Tajjebô.  

The Churches are decorated with lights and 

nativity cribs, óPresepjuô, built by the church go-

ers. The cribs are decorated with figurines, called 

ópasturiô (representing figures like the shepherds 

and angels). Today some of the cribs are 

mechanical and the in them figures move! The 

figure of the baby Jesus is put on the main altar 

at midnight on Christmas night. At epiphany it is 

traditional to put the three figures of the Magi in 

the crib. There is a group on Malta called óFriends 

of the Cribô who help to keep the Maltese crib 

tradition alive. Cribs were first introduced into 

Malta from Italy by rich noblemen. They were not 

popular at first and most were burnt. The first true 

Maltese crib is believed to have been made in 

Malta in 1617 and was displayed in the 

Dominican Friars Church in Rabat. In St Peterôs 

Monastery in Mdina, there is a crib dating back 

to 1670. This is treasured and looked after by the 

Benedictine Nuns who live in the monastery.  

At about the same time, another Maltese man 

made a crib with moving parts powered by water! 

As cribs became more popular they also became 

more óMalteseô with people replacing the Italian 

looking buildings and trades people with local 

ones. (Flour windmills were and are still popular 

buildings to feature in a crib scene.) The first 

imported Italian ópasturiô were very expensive 

and most people couldnôt afford them. So people 

started making their own ópasturiô from rough clay 

and plaster. 

 Some of these figures still exist today. (Modern 

pasturi are now often made of plastic.) By the 

early to mid 20th century, cribs were thought of 

as old fashioned and not very popular anymore. 

To stop the decline of Christmas, in 1907, a 

priest called George Preca founded childrenôs 

charity and society called óMUSEUMô. In 1921 he 

started a tradition of having a Christmas Eve 

procession with a life size figure of the Baby 

Jesus being carried at the head of the 

procession. At sunset on Christmas Eve in 1921, 

Fra Diegu Street in the town of Hamrun was 

crowded with children and adults ready to take 

part in the first procession. 

 In those days, street lighting was very poor in 

Malta and so many people brought lanterns with 

them to help them see their way during the 

procession and to shed light on the statue of 

Baby Jesus carried shoulder-high by four boys. 

The different types of lamps included, gas 

powered bicycle headlamps, oil lamps used on 

farmerôs carts, coloured paper lanterns, Venetian 

lights, palm fronds and olive branches. The idea 

became very popular with people of all ages and 

so the very special Maltese traditional started.  

These processions are still popular today and 

form part of the Christmas Eve celebrations. In 

1986 the óFriends of the Cribô society was formed 

and now they have over 500 members. Every 

year, in the weeks running up to Christmas, the 

Friends put on an exhibition of about 100 cribs of 

all shapes and sizes. Maltese houses are often 

also decorated with cribs with ópasturiô (which are 

small plastic or clay figures representing figures 

like the shepherds and angels). Large figures of 

the baby Jesus are sometimes put behind 

windows or in balconies and lit at night. Houses 

are also decorated with Christmas wreaths, 

candles and all sorts of other decorations. Every 

household also has a Christmas Tree decorated 

with light bulbs, tinsel and Christmas 

decorations.      NINNI, LA TIBKIX IZJED,  

NINNI, GESUô BAMBIN 
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MessaƑƑ tal-Milied u 

l-aƚƚar tas-Sena 2021 

Mill -Onor. Evarist 

Bartolo Ministru 

gƚall-Affarijiet 

Barranin u Ewropej 

Lill-Maltin li Jgƚixu 

barra minn Malta 

Gƚeȍieȍ ƚuti, Xtaqt ȍortkom fix -xhur li 

gƚaddew imma ma stajtx minƚabba l-Covid-

19. Nittama li fix-xhur li Ƒejjin inkun nistaé 

nivvjaƑƑa u niƑi narakom. Bƚal ƚafna eluf 

oƚra li ngƚixu fil-gȍejjer Maltin gƚandi 

qrabati fépajjiȍi differenti, u allura meta nȍur 

pajjiȍi oƚra fejn jgƚixu Maltin u Gƚawdxin ma 

nƚossnix qed inȍur pajjiȍ barrani. Inkun qed 

inȍur lil tal -familja, mhux biss dawk li jiƑu 

minni, iȍda tal-familja Maltija. Il-familja 

Maltija hija ferm ikbar minn kemm gƚandna 

jgƚixu fil-gȍejjer tagƚna. Gƚandna Maltin u 

Gƚawdxin jgƚixu fépajjizi oƚra fékull naƚa tad-

dinja, kwaȍi daqskemm gƚandna jgƚixu fil-

gȍejjer tagƚna. Tajjeb li nȍommu ƚajjin 

irrabtiet taé bejnietna u nsaƚƚuhom. Aƚna 

fejn aƚna nistgƚu nƚobbu lill -pajjiȍna u lill-

poplu tagƚna waqt li nkunu parti sƚiƚa u 

ƚajja mis-soŒjetaé fejn qegƚdin. Fédinja fejn 

tant ȍdied it -taƚlit taé popli, razez, 

nazzjonalitajiet, ilsna u kulturi differenti, 

aktar hemm Œans jiȍdiedu l-kunflitti 

bejnietna. Imma aktar ukoll hemm iŒ-cans li 

jekk nagƚmlu sforz Ƒenwin u diffiŒli kemm 

hu diffiŒli nitgƚallmu ngƚixu flimkien u 

nirrispettaw lil xulxin aktar hemm Œans li 

nagƚrfu li aƚna aƚwa lkoll tal-familja umana 

li tgƚix fédin il-pjaneta u ƚafna mill-isfidi kbar 

li gƚandna quddiemna nistgƚu 

negƚelbuhom biss, mhux billi niƑƑieldu w 

inkunu gƚedewwa taé xulxin iȍda billi 

naƚdmu flimkien gƚall-Ƒid komuni. Awguri 

2021  

 

MESSAGE FROM 
MARIO FARRUGIA 

BORG 
CONSUL GENERAL OF 
MALTA IN VICTORIA, 

AUSTRALIA 
 ñWhere has this year 
gone?ò, is something 
which we so commonly 
hear when we approach the last few weeks of 
every year. This year, however, I feel that 
when we express ourselves in this way, we 
do it with a sense of relief that the year has, 
thankfully, gone. Because it has not been a 
good year. It has been the year of the 
pandemic, where our lives took a turn which 
we never expected when we sang the ñAulde 
Lang Syneò on the midnight of December 
31st, where the most basic things, those 
things which we so took for granted, were 
taken away from us, where our smiles were 
hidden behind face masks and we knocked 
each othersô elbows instead of shaking 
hands. It was the year where we worried 
about our jobs and our economies, but most 
of all about our health. And worst of all, it was 
the year when loved ones were lost to this 
invisible enemy. 
And so, it is with a deeper hope for better 
times this year that we give each other our 
seasonôs greetings. We are not asking for 
much from 2021. We simply want our lives 
back, a return to normality. We want to put 
away those masks in a drawer and be able to 
smile when by accident we come across them 
amongst old pieces of clothing. We want to 
grab each othersô hands again in a firm, good 
old fashioned handshake. We want to be able 
to travel to visit our families and friends in our 
beloved Malta. Most of all, we want to feel 
safe, we want to know that our loved ones are 
safe.  
Let us hope for all this and more. I would like 
to wish all readers of the Maltese e-
Newsletter a blessed Christmas, filled with 
love and the true values of this holy time in 
the anticipation of the arrival of the baby 
Jesus. And wishing everyone also a Happy, 
Healthy New Year. May all our dreams for 
2021 come true.     




