
MALTESE E -NEWSLETTER 384                   August 2021  
 

1 
 

 



MALTESE E -NEWSLETTER 384                   August 2021  
 

2 
 

The Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) is ready to deliver a COVID safe and responsive 2021 Census. 
Most people will complete the Census online with no contact from the ABS and all Census staff will operate 
under a COVID safe plan. The plan follows guidelines from federal, state and territory governments to keep 
the community safe. 

THE MALTESE COMMUNTY COUNCILS  - IMPORTANT APPEAL 
The state peak bodies of 
the Maltese community 
across Australia have 
joined together in a 
campaign to encourage 
people to recognise their 
Maltese ancestry and 
language in the upcoming 
Census. 
The Census, this year being 
on 10 August, has several 
questions that relate to 
peopleôs country of birth, 
ancestry and language use. 
The organisations are 
encouraging everyone of 
Maltese descent to respond 
to these questions by 
stating that they have 
Maltese ancestry and that, if 
they speak even only a bit 
of Maltese, to say they do 
so too. 
Maltese Australians are 
proud of their culture but 

unfortunately, for a variety of reasons, this isnôt always shown in places where it really counts, like 
the Census.  Itôs really important that people properly acknowledge their culture and language in 
the Census because this information is used to make important decisions about the health, welfare 
and social services and programs our community needs and deserves. 
Governments, councils and other organisations all use Census data to decide how they will fund 
their services. If the Census doesnôt truly reflect the size and breadth of our Maltese-Australian 
community, many services and programs may be under threat or may not be provided. 
So itôs up to every one of us to say weôre Maltese where it counts: in the Census! 
 
This is a joint initiative of the Maltese Association of Western Australia; Maltese Community 
Council of NSW; Maltese Community Council of South Australia; and Maltese Community 
Council of Victoria. 
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Olympic Fun 

Fact  the Most 

Difficult of 

Gymnastics 

Positions  

 

  

The image of the Maltese Cross at an Olympics games goes beyond the symbols 
displayed on the athletesô uniforms. It is the also the name of the most difficult 
move in menôs gymnastics. The position is an extremely difficult strength-oriented 

skill performed by the best gymnasts seeking an advantage over their rivals. 
Of all the cross positions performed on the rings discipline, the Maltese Cross is one 

of the hardest of the gymnastic skills. In a Maltese Cross position, the gymnastôs body hangs parallel 
to the floor with arms by the side of the body and legs extended straight backward. The position can be 
adapted for use on floor exercises. 
The official name is the "Hirondelle", which is French for "swallow" (the bird). However, the common 
name for this most difficult position is the Maltese Cross.   For a small country Malta has a large 
influence. 
Sean Richardson 

On the occasion of the 
Olympic Day which was 
on Wednesday, 23 June 
2021, an Olympic 
Monument was 
inaugurated in the area 
where the sports facilities 
are located, in Tumas 
Cassar Street, in Gharb, 
Gozo. 

This all happened on a 
personal initiative of the 
Secretary-General of the 
Maltese Olympic 
Committee Joe Cassar 
where he contacted Joe Bajada, and in his letter 
on behalf of the Olympic Committee, he described 
the same Bajada as a very experienced 
sportsman. and a sports administrator and 
representing Malta in very prestigious positions on 
the European and International Sports scene. For 
the Maltese Olympic Committee, Bajada was the 
person who could transmit the importance of a 
Sports Monument in Gozo where he was 

immediately entrusted with finding a suitable, 
prominent, and permanent site where the Olympic 
Rings will be exhibited, as well as coordinating 
this. the first Olympic monument on the island of 
Gozo. Here, despite being a few days away, 
Bajada began to analyze some suitable places 
and in this work he spoke to the Mayor of Gharb, 
David Apap not only accepted his proposal but in 
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a few days together with his colleagues the 
Councilors realized not only the monument with 
the Five Olympic Rings, but also that they made 
the bust of Pierre de Coubertin, the founder of the 
International Olympic Committee, and its second 
president and who is also known as the father of 
the modern Olympic Games. To further complete 
this Monument, an Olympic Urn was also held. 

The inauguration of this Monument was carried 
out by the Minister for Gozo, Clint Camilleri, who 
through Eco Gozo was given financial assistance 
to make this monument possible. In a short but 
symbolic and significant ceremony that took place 
on Wednesday, June 23, 2021, the Olympic Urn 
was lit by the athlete Stefan Azzopardi from Gharb, 
assisted by Ǣuzeppina Galea, a Special Olympics 
athlete. After the Olympic Anthem was played, 
short speeches were given by Joe Cassar, 
Secretary-General of the Maltese Olympic 
Committee, Mayor David Apap, and Minister Clint 
Camilleri. 

Joe Cassar mentioned the Olympic values, as well 
as the process so that this Monument could be 
made with the coordination of Joe Bajada who is 
also a member of the Council of the Maltese 
Olympic Committee, apart from other International 
administration sports posts. He thanked the Mayor 
of Gharb who, despite the very limited days, 
accepted the proposals submitted to him so that 
now the island of Gozo is also decorated with this 
Monument and therefore this place can be 
considered as an Olympic site with a lot of 
symbolism. Mayor David Apap for his part said that 
despite being given only a few days, he felt that an 
Olympic Monument in their locality would be a 

sporting attraction and hoped that this place would 
be an incentive for more young people to start 
practicing sport and will also help to have Gozitan 
athletes participating abroad. He thanked the 
Ministry of Gozo for making this project possible 
through Eco Gozo and promised to keep this 
monument as it should be. On the part of Clint 
Camilleri, Minister for Gozo, he said that it is very 
appropriate that this inauguration is taking place 
on such an important day when the Olympics are 
being commemorated. In todayôs world with the 
diverse interests of all countries, sport is that thing 
that manages to bring many countries closer 
together and the concept that sport is 
indispensable for life and our society. He thanked 
all those who gave their input so that now even in 
Gharb we have another sports attraction that 
continues to beautify this characteristic village of 
Gharb. 

At the end of the ceremony, plaques were 
presented by the Maltese Olympic Committee to 
athletes Stefan Azzopardi and Guzeppina Galea, 
sports coordinator Joe Bajada, Mayor David Apap 
and Minister Clint Camilleri. 

Thus, Gozo has now been decorated with this 
Olympic Monument, something that was not only 
missing, but to a certain extent surprising, when 
we have Gozitans who are not only fully engaged 
in positions as officials of European Sports 
Associations and even International, but in the 
past, we also find some Gozitans who had taken 
part in the Olympic Games representing Malta as 
Tommy Cauchi did at the Los Angeles and Seoul 
Olympics as the coach of the National Archery 
Team 

We will continue to monitor health and government 
advice and actively adjust our approach to the 
circumstances in any given location to deliver the 
Census in a COVID safe way. 
Field Officers play a vital role in delivering the 
Census and can be identified by their official 

identification passes, bright yellow satchels and 
official ABS documentation detailing the work 
theyôre doing.  For more information, 
visit www.census.abs.gov.au.

. 

 

http://www.census.abs.gov.au/
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ñCATS OF MALTAò  

A FELINE FOCUSED 

DOCUMENTARY 
Cats of Malta is a feature-length documentary set to 
be completed in 2021 that celebrates Maltaôs stray 
cats and the people who ï through volunteering, art 
and folklore ï show the cats unconditional love and 
support.  
Ivan and Sarah Jayne of Nexus Production Group 
relocated to Malta from Australia in the middle of the 
2017 European Summer and it didnôt take them long 
to notice the large stray cat population in Malta. 
Already being cat lovers, their curiosity about the 
strays grew, and eventually the idea to make a 
documentary about the Maltese cat culture hit. The 
duo visited popular colonies, cat cafes and 
sanctuaries, talked to artists, and sourced stories 
from locals and business owners about their 
favourite felines.  
Ivan and Sarah Jayne compiled all the heartfelt 
stories into a poignant but fun family-friendly 
documentary which they canôt wait to share with the 
world. However, they are currently running a 
crowdfunding campaign to raise funds to finish post 
production on the film. Check out the Kickstarter campaign video below and click 
www.CatsofMaltaFilm.com either by donating or sharing on social media. Anything you can do to help 
the filmmakers get the film completed is incredibly appreciated.  
THE TEAM 
In addition to producer/director Sarah Jayne and producer/cinematogerpher/editor Ivan Malekin, thereôs 
a great team of cat fanatics working behind the scenes to raise funds for the documentaries post 
production. 
Daniela Ercoli    Co-Producer    Originally from Italy, Daniela is an emerging producer based in 
Melbourne. Daniela studied and worked in the Milan Entertainment Industry, collecting experience in 
short films, newsroom TV, film festivals and music videos. 

http://www.kickstarter.com/projects/catsofmaltadoco/cats-of-malta-a-feline-focused-documentary
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More recently Daniela served as producer, production manager and coordinator for feature films and 
short films including the feature How Deep is the Ocean and the television series Mega Zoo, plus Real 
Housewives of Melbourne Series 5. 
Daniela's love for cats began at a very young age. After her cat had three little kittens, with her sisters 
help, they adopted the kittens, making them part of the family. 
David Willey   Co-Producer   David is an old friend of Ivan's and Sarah Jayne's from their days of 
running the Made In Melbourne Film Festival more than a decade ago. 
As a freelance consultant & mentor he is privileged to help start-up founders and creative artists harness 
their passions and networking skills to get their projects off the ground. 
David loves music of all flavours, the Mediterranean light and sitting at outdoor cafes in the company of 
welcoming local cats. 
Ylenia Kay   Camera Operator / Associate Producer   Ylenia started her career in the film industry 
as an actor in 2014 and diverted to the camera department a couple of years later due to her interest 
and background in photography. Since the bold shift in focus, Ylenia has crewed on some of the most 
recognised local and international film and TV productions shot in Malta, including Jurassic World: 
Dominion, German TV series Das Boot and Hallmark's To Catch a Spy.  
Maria T.B   Associate Producer   Maria has a Masterôs degree in Cognitive Science and extensive 
work experience in diverse areas. Her non-academic work includes acting on TV commercials and part-
time modelling. In her free time she enjoys reading about science and technology, tea culture and 
discovering new cafes in different cities. 

STAY UP TO DATE - SUBSCRIBE TO CATS OF MALTA THE FILM 
Keep up with all the developments for Cats of Malta via our news page, and to be part of the Cats of 

Malta community sign up to our newsletter using the form below to be in the know for festivals, 
screenings and streaming links in the 

future.  www.nexusproductiongroup.com/news/tag/cats+of+malta 
and by liking, following and sharing our Facebook, Instagram and Twitter pages for events, behind the 

scenes images and footage and more.   
www.CatsofMaltaFilm.com 

 Nexus Production Group Ltd    Soho Office, Savoy Gardens, J Block 
Rue DôArgens, Gzira, GZR 1362, Malta 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.nexusproductiongroup.com/news/tag/cats+of+malta
http://www.nexusproductiongroup.com/news/tag/cats+of+malta
https://www.facebook.com/CatsofMaltaFilm
https://www.instagram.com/cats.of.malta.doco/
https://twitter.com/MaltaCats
http://www.catsofmaltafilm.com/
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The Maltese Own Band Philharmonic Society 
welcomes Mrs. Chirelle Ellul Sciberras ς the newly 
appointed Consul General 
 The Maltese Own Band Philharmonic Society together with The Maltese Cultural Assoc. of 
Victoria had the pleasure and honour to welcome the new Maltese Consul General for Victoria, 

Mrs. Chirelle Ellul Sciberras at The Maltese Cultural Centre in Albion, Melbourne. The event was organised by The 
President of the Maltese Cultural 
Assoc. Peter Paul Portelli and his 
committee. 
Mrs. Ellul Sciberras was well 
received by all the guests and 
representatives of the various 
Associations and groups that use the 
Centre.  Also in attendance was 
Councilor Mrs. Victoria Borg from 
The City of Brimbank. 
The evening started with the 
Maltese Own Band performing the 
Maltese and Australian National 
Anthems, followed by a welcome 

speech from Peter Paul Portelli. Mrs. Chirelle Ellul Sciberras thanked everyone for their warm welcome after which 
she was presented with some flowers and gifts. 
The Maltese Own Band then presented a short concert of traditional Maltese Marches, finishing with The Innu of 
The Maltese Own Band. 
Mrs. Ellul Sciberras was very appreciative of the Band and the committee of the Maltese Cultural Assoc. and seemed 
to enjoy the chance of meeting with so many of the Maltese Community. 

player Shi Yu Q, while Bezzina competes in the 10m Air Pistol Qualifications. 

MALTE SE OWN BAND PHILHARMONICA SOCIETY  
ENTERTAINED BY ά9[±L{ tw9{[9¸έ 
ANDREW PORTELLI 
The Maltese Own Band Philharmonic Society held a 
Ladies Night on the 10th of July at the newly 
refurbished Maltese Cultural Centre in Albion, 
Melbourne. 
The event was sold out and was a huge success with 
all the ladies who attended having a wonderful time. 
The night started with the ladies being served 
Champagne and finger food as they entered and 
were each given a gift bag which included a selection 
of ladies cosmetics and a large block of chocolate. 
Each lady was also presented with a hand made iced 

rose sugar cookie. Once inside the ladies were able to inspect the variety of stalls that were set up inside the main 
hall. The stalls included a selection of  Ladies Fashion, Homewares, Maltese foods, Physic readings, a Thermomix 
demo and many other stalls aimed the varied tastes of the ladies attending on the night. 
Once the ladies had been seated they were asked to check under their seats for a special gift in a lucky envelope. 
Each table had one lucky seat, with gifts ranging from Bunnings vouchers to vouchers for manicures. A buffet dinner 
was then served with a large and varied selection of food to satisfy all tastes and dietary requirements. 
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Next the ladies were treated to some special entertainment form the popular entertainer Andrew Portelli, 
presenting his special Tribute to Elvis Presley. Andrew involved the audience in the songs as he mingled among the 
tables and serenaded the ladies throughout his fantastic show. 
Dessert was then served and door prizes were drawn with many individual prizes. Andrew Portelli then began his 
ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎŜǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŘƛŜǎ ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ wƻŎƪ ΨbΩ wƻƭƭ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎǎΦ !ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ  ƭŀŘƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
hair down and singing along as they danced the night away. 
The night finished with the drawing of the raffle with a large variety of prizes for winners to select from. We would 
like to thank all the businesses that donated prizes including Bunnings, Chemist Warehouse, Officeworks and many 
more as well as the stallholders who also donated prizes. 
Everyone went away happy with many saying they are looking forward to attending our next Ladies Night! 

The Wignacourt Aqueduct (Maltese: L-Akwedott ta' Wignacourt) is a 17th-century aqueduct in Malta, which 
was built by the Order of Saint John to carry water from springs in Dingli and Rabat to the newly-built capital 
city Valletta. The aqueduct was carried through underground pipes and over arched viaducts across 
depressions in the ground. 
 The first attempts to build the aqueduct were made by Grand Master Martin Garzez in 1596, but construction 
was suspended before being continued in 1610. The watercourse was inaugurated five years later on 21 April 
1615. Several engineers took part in the project, including Bontadino de Bontadini, Giovanni Attard and Natale 
Tomasucci. The aqueduct was named after Grand Master Alof de Wignacourt, who partially financed its 
construction. 
 The aqueduct remained in use until the 20th century. Most of its arches still survive today, and can still be 
seen in the localities of Attard, Balzan, Birkirkara, Fleur-de-Lys and Santa Venera. Other remains of the 
aqueduct include water towers at Santa Venera, Ǩamrun and Floriana, and several fountains in Floriana and 
Valletta. 


