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President invites Maltese
diaspora to contribute to
Ma |

ta's soci al

transition

Friday, 17 September 2021, 12:26Last update: about 21 hours
ago

President of Malta George Vella called on the
Maltese diaspora to follow closely developments
regarding the setting up by the Presidency of the
Foundation for National Unity and to contribute
t o Mal t aAs soci al and
President was addressing guests at an event
organised by the Maltese embassy in Rome to
celebrate MaltaAs
Relations between Malta and lItaly continue to
flourish and e mbody the historical friendship and
deep-rooted cooperation at the diplomatic,
commercial, cultural, and people -to-people level,
President Vella said. The sustained and open
dialogue at both the bilateral and multilateral
levels is built on mutual trust an d recognition.
Year after year, the two neighbouring countries
continue to realise that cooperation continues to
be at the core of their common future - both
within the European Union and as regional
players within the Mediterranean region and
further sout h.

On the latest developments in Malta, the
President said that, as is necessary and
normal in every society and reflecting
modern -day realities, Malta has been

UndepeOf fice,i

experiencing several changes to its social
fabric and is undergoing important reforms
meant to strengthen the
President of the Republic, have played and
will continue contributing to this process, as
guided by the Constitution of Malta and in
line with the parameters allocated to my
he affirmed.
3 Un r e cselrmave tdkanyfull note of the
recommendations contained in the Report of
the Public Inquiry on the assassination of
journalist Daphne Caruana Galizia, and have
already started working on the areas where |
have the authority to act. We are at a critical
juncture that necessitates an inclusive and
open dialogue across the whole spectrum of
Maltese society which at the same time
underlines the important nexus between the
State, the institutions, and the people, both
Maltese and all foreigners livingamongu s .
this light, he referred to the several initiatives
taken so far by the Presidency in the current
year, aimed to bring together and in closer
dialogue professionals, academics,
politicians, journalists, civil society
organisations, and the people in general.

The world now has become a global village and we are all interconnected using
the digital technology. So, there is a need for all Maltese living in Malta and
Abroad to get together and exchange views and networking to strengthen the
important links with each other and safeguard our unity. Although we are far
from our homeland we are still interested in Ma | t auldusal, social and political
affairs and our wish is to see all the Maltese, wherever they are, united and

prosper for the sake of future generation.
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\ Travelling to Malta

i As of tomorrow, Friday, September 17th, 2021, Malta will
be accepting Canadian vaccine receipts/certificates.
Passengers are required to upload their vaccine
receipts/certificates into an app called VERIFLY with
EMA (European Medicines Agency) approved vaccines;
2 doses of Pfizer, Moderna or AstraZeneca (or a
combination of any of these), or one dose of Janseen.
This applies to those who have taken both EMA approved
vaccines and 14 days have passed from the last dose

: — taken.

Thus far, this new arrangement does not apply to

Canadians/Maltese Canadians vaccinated in the Province of

Manitoba. Therefore, Manitobans travelling to Malta, must

quarantine for 14 days and provide a negative PCR test 72 hrs

prior to arriving to Malta. The same rules apply to children of all

Canadian provinces and territories aged 5 to 11. VERIFLY is

working towards obtaining the same arrangement for

Manitobans. Downloading VERIFLY is free and easy to use.

Basically, you are requested to;

upload your COVID19 Vaccine receipt/certificate

complete a public health travel declaration form as well as a passenger Locator form which can be

downloaded from: https://www.maltairport.com/declarationforms and be presented upon arrival.

Once you have completed the passenger Locator form you are to scan the QR Code to the VERIFLY

app. Lastly, kindly ensure that you have completed the final checklist on the VERIFLY at least 4 hours

prior to arrival in Malta.

WE THANK THE MALTESE GANADIAN COMMUNITY FOR THEIR SUPPORT

3



https://www.maltairport.com/declarationforms?fbclid=IwAR0YvGN5q2NrI7HHXzQMKv0mjWq9GYrZD2H5tV93eP4isDUiA02a0mqtsSw
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More learning Maltese Language educational
materials available at three libraries, soon at

¥y = W four locations in the GTA and beyond
@4‘ e ‘ The Consulate General of Malta to Canada recently compiled over

T

‘“g-,‘::i‘ff AT Wan e » =8 200 educational materials from various institutions around the
E ; Maltese Islands, and has donated copies of each to the Libraries of

the Melita S.C., the Malta Band Club and Consulate General itself.
In the near future, copies of the same publications will be provided
to the Library of the Malta United Society of Windsor and of

Runnymede LongTerm Care Facility Library.

After being contacted by a number of Maltese Canadian parents and déumts, it has been decided to

inform all of the educational materials donated in accordance to category.

these clubs you can request to make use of them.
Further educational materials will be shown in future posts.

~i CONSUL GENERAL OF MALTA TO
{ CANADA REPRESENTS MALTA AT A
HISTORIC CEREMONY OF THE
COMMENCEMENT OF THE BIULDING
OF THE RUNNYMEDE LONG -TERM
CARE FACILITY IN MALTA VILLAGE -

TORONTO CANADA
The Maltese Community in Canada counts over
147,000 from coast to coast of Canada, the
second largest Maltese and Gozitan community
~ living outside of the Maltese Islands after
~ Australia. In the case of the first generation of
Maltese and Gozitans who came to Canada the number is decreasing slower than before since a
growing number of Maltese and Gozitan families who have specific profession(s) Canada requires are
being accepted and are gradually migrating to different parts of this vast country. An ever-growing
elderly population require specific needs such as long-term care facilities.
For decades the Maltese Canadian Federation (established in 1972) lead by Joe Sherri and others
lobbied tirelessly for such a facility near the centre of the Maltese Canadian Community in Malta
Village. This dream is finally becoming reality where 50 beds from the new Runnymede Long-term
Facility will be specifically dedicated for Maltese Canadians. This Maltese Canadian group has
converged with the Connie Dejak, the Maltese Canadian President and CEO of Runnymede Hospital
who announced in this milestone achievement in the presence of Province of Ontario Premier, Doug
Ford and Ontario Health Minister Rod Philips at press conference on the site.
The Consul General of the Republic of Malta to Canada, Dr Raymond C. Xerri was one of the special
guests to this ceremony. Just over four years prior to this ceremony in May 2017, Dr Xerri formed part
of the Presidential Delegation to Canada and the United States whereby the former president of the
Republic of Malta, H.E. Marie-Louise Coleiro Preca not only visited the site but also made a financial
donation towards this project i at the time was still on plans - on behalf of the Government and People
of Malta. Consul General Dr Xerri since taken up his post in Toronto in July 2019, he has followed and
acted as a liaison between all parties concerned in order for this landmark to be possible.

The Maltese eNewsletter - The Journal of the Maltese Diaspora can be obtained by
emailing the editor Frank L. Scicluna on malt esejournal@gmail.com . Copies can now
be obtained from Malta Info Stations at the Consulate General of the Republic of
Malta to Canada, Malta Bake Shop, the Melita Soccer Club and the Malta Band Club.
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A FRIEND OF MALTA, IAN H. MITCHELL

DONATES PUBLICATIONS TO THE CONSULATE

GENERAL OF MALTA TO CANADASPECIALIZED
8 MALTESE CANADIAN DIASPORA AND HISTORY

LIBRARY
A couple of months ago, a specialized Maltese
Canadian Library was established by the Consul
General of the Republic of Malta to Canada with the aim
of assisting Maltese Canadian academics and students
studying Maltese Canadian diaspora history and their
ancestors. Donations of publications, multimedia tools
and educational aids have been entrusted to the
Library. Several students of all academic levels have
already made use of this resourceful library and have been assisted and encouraged by the Consulate
General of Malta to Canada to pursue their studies in one or more aspects of Maltese Canadian
Diaspora history. lan H. Mitchell, a friend of Malta has donated publications to the library from his life-
time family collection. Consul General Dr Raymond C. Xerri thanked Mr Mitchell for responding to Dr
Xerri6s public appeal and forthis much wel crageme
others to follow by example.

Christopher Saliba, RMCPJ MEETING MALTESE CANADIAN STARS
Gozitan' Cahadian Christopher Saliba, first Gozitan Canadian to graduate to a
Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP)

The Consul General of Malta to Canada, Dr Raymond Xerri was a guest of honor to welcome
Christopher Saliba, RMCP home back to the Province of Ontario from the RCMP Academy training and
his graduation in Regina, Province of Saskatchewan.
Saliba is one of only 19,000 RCMP in all of Canada, a specialised force which is different from police
officers which Canada has 70,000. It is a great honor to any family and community to have nurtured
an RCMP. RCMP Saliba will be posted in Fort Nelson in the Province Briti sh Colombia for the next four
years.Congratulations and all the best Christopher on you new posting and prestigious job as an
RCMP, remain a proud Gozitan Canadian

WE ALWAYS KEEP THE MALTESE LIVING ABROAD IN THE NEWS AND
SUPPORT THE MALTESE ASSOGIATIONS AROUND THE WORLD
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Little Malta in
Astoria , New York

By Eirene Arholekas
Posted: August 31, 2021
| New Yorkers typically know Astoria as an ethnic enclave of
Greeks, Italians, Brazilians, Colombians, and now,
Midwesterners. While the neighborhood has adapted and
slightly changed its identity with each succeeding wave of
migration, what most people may not realize is that before
Astoria was ALittle Athens,
Maltese Americans who put their stamp on our history. In
fact, the Maltese Center, an unassuming, brick building
crested with the red Maltese cross at the foot of the RFK
Bridge has been the gathering place for the cultural
§ community since it opened in 1982. In 2008, the street in
front of t he Center was r 6
commemorate the legacy of the community in the
neighborhood.

The Maltese have been emigrating to the US since the 18th
century. After WW1, a surge of immigrants came at the heels
of the closing of the Royal British Dockyard in 1919, first
settling in New Orleans, then Detroit, then NYC and other
major cities like San Francisco and Chicago. After WW2, the

2720 Hoyt Ave S, Maltese government encouraged emigration when it agreed

st 0 pay for passage to the US. As a result, close to 10,000

b ttdand  Maltese came to America between 1950 and 1970; massive
for a nation that averaged 350,000 citizens over 122 square miles. And thus, Astoria became home to a
Maltese community.

Mal ta itself, nicknamed the fAmouse that roar s,
three, Malta, Gozo, and Comino, are famous for their grottos: the shipwreck of St. Paul and the
pivotal part it played in the Crusades and in WW2. At the crosscurrents of the three islands, Malta
has held a strategic post in the Mediterranean since ancient times when Phoenicians settled there.
Maltese heritage is often confused with Italian, but its roots are actually Arabic from the Levant
mixed with Italian and French.

Long-time Astoria resident Charles Scibberas, whose parents moved to Astoria in the 1950s, has been a
real estate agent in the neighborhood for 45 years.i Once you are a Maltesen
bei ng because o fhesas. He camtiace hi®aws history to Egypt and Mount Sciberras, the
hill where a citadel stands in the capital of Malta, Valletta. He claims his physical features can be traced to
an illustrious ancestor whose portratc an be found there in a piece
Maltao by EI Greco.

Sci bberas explains that NYCO6s first Maltese
Israel, attracted to Astoria for its sense of community and the chance to own their own single family homes
instead of cramped apartments. He remembers the Maltese coming from all over Queens to play soccer on
Sundays in a field outside LaGuardia Airport: n A
rabbit being a staple dish in Maltese culture. In fact, the rabbit stew cooked at the Maltese Center on special
occasions ,-Famsrnalk fati ¢ adne of the ol dest Mal t ese
times. According to Scibberas, the Maltese found it easy to fit in with the other Mediterranean cultures that
made up Astoria because of the shared value in keeping close family ties.

While many Maltese Americans have taken the path toward upward mobility that their hard work
has garnered them by moving out of Astoria and into the suburbs, there are still vestiges of the
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Maltese community among us. There was Joe Galea, famous for the Maltese Bakery on 36th Avenue,
who employed hundreds of workers. There used to be a Maltese-American Friendship Society on
45th Street between Broadway and 315 Avenue and even a Maltese auto repair shop on 34th Avenue
and 42nd Street.

Today, besides the Malt es e Bakeryhoh 8th Averub. Sametimestmistiaken
for Italian, bakery owner Emanuel Darmine, now in his 70s, continues to keep Maltese staples on his
shelves; therebs the pastizzi, a flaky pastry do
pezili pastizzi with a filling of meat and peas; the more popular juben filled with ricotta; and the spinach and
feta pastizzi. And we canbébt forget t he Atal asa
Ar ab/ Phoenician trader ssemdimat 6s filled with dates

The Maltese Center is open on weekends and welcomes any and all visitors. If the kitchen is open, you
can get pastizzi and various other great fare. September 8th is National Malta Day and there are traditional
dances and other festivities planned, so be sure to stay tuned!

MALTESE
CENTER

% Murss: [ ASTORIA

Malta Square, NEW

27-20 Hoyt Ave. South, Astorla,
NY 11102 tel: (718) 728 9883 m
. CITY

Friday

HON. EVARIST BARTOLO
Minister for Foreign
and European Affairs

Friday

September 24th
Evening

Time TBA| by RSVP

September_24™". 2021
Please join us for Open Day as we welcome the Minister for Foreign and
European Affairs the Honorable Evarist Bartolo along with members of the
delegation. RSVP's are required. Proof of vaccination such as NYS Excelsior
Pass with photo ID upon entry. Time will be announced early next week.
www.maltesecenter.com  or www.facebook.com/MalteseCent erNYC/

Maltese Community

Council of Victoria, Inc.
-MASS FOR YOU AT HOME

Mass with Fr Lonnie in Maltese every
Sunday at 10.30 am join us. Use the link
below it will continue on zoom until
lockdown ends.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89768861722
Meeting ID: 897 6886 1722
Passcode: 714434



http://www.maltesecenter.com/
https://www.facebook.com/mccvic/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUTpCyaeQZzc-Zmj99rMObpb3bDYz4ytNBJYmp0Y1T0al0iudwgn0rL2Rod4U7xkZ7wsaU8iT-3P7YGdc_NVp8Nr7JLEgbNxCSvrgMYoHKlP_BWTlX6T2QY-PiNjvCs5BpdYQL_eBQ7abpKkJoxroVJ&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/mccvic/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUTpCyaeQZzc-Zmj99rMObpb3bDYz4ytNBJYmp0Y1T0al0iudwgn0rL2Rod4U7xkZ7wsaU8iT-3P7YGdc_NVp8Nr7JLEgbNxCSvrgMYoHKlP_BWTlX6T2QY-PiNjvCs5BpdYQL_eBQ7abpKkJoxroVJ&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89768861722?fbclid=IwAR0nCcBat7VJYBRbSHPp3aqpGXHQYtD18OoxKLLgfTUg39zj7kMZAhyl9_s
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