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The Congregation of the Dominican Sisters of Malta in N.S.W.  

  

St. DOMINICôS   
Home for the Elderly  
(Accredited Aged Care Facility)  
A.B.N. 53 384 760 480  
Public Announcement  
From Media Spokesperson for St Dominicôs Home for the elderly Blacktown NSW - 
Darryn  Borg   
domsis@stdh.net.au  
After serving the local and surrounding communities of Blacktown for over 36 years, 
the mounting pressures of delivering residential aged care to the elderly on many fronts 
has forced a decision to close the facility.  
The facility is working hard with the residents and their families to find alternative solutions 
as well as assisting its hard-working staff to find new employment.  
Spokesperson Darryn Borg, speaking on behalf of The Congregation of the Dominican 
Sisters of Malta in NSW, said ñ..that while the home (originally built in the early 1980ôs) was 
a leading  edge independent living facility at the time, the higher acute care needs of the 
elderly entering   
residential aged care today, requires a facility of a very different layout and accompanying 
resources. Further, the very public Government funding and staffing issues in aged care, 
has  placed enormous pressures on The Congregations limited resources, concluding in 
the  decision to close the facility on the 15th of January 2023.ò  
No new residents will be admitted to the facility as all efforts are focussed on 
a compassionate closure of the facility.   
Following the closure and sale of the property, the remaining Dominican Sisters of Malta 
will return to their homeland, having dedicated their working lives to the care of the elderly.   
End of public announcement 
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A Message for the readers of Maltese Living Abroad - Hon Ian Borg, 
Minister for Foreign and European Affairs and 
Trade         
MALTESE LIVING ABROAD - MALTAôS FOREIGN RESERVES 
Dear fellow Maltese, 
It is a great 
honour for 

our 
country 

that the 
Maltese diaspora in several countries 
does not only give a good name to 
Malta but is also recognised by each 
and every country where the Maltese 
have made their second home.  In 
Australia, Canada, the United States, 
New Zealand and the United Kingdom, 
the Maltese communities are 
respected for their hard work, 
patriotism, thrift and cultural, political 
and social contributions that they make 
to the progress and welfare of their 
adopted countries. Here, I want to be 
more precise because thousands of 
Maltese living in these countries are of 
the second, third and even fourth 
generation, and they still feel a strong 
bond with their country of origin.  
Recently, I had the good fortune, as 
Minister for Foreign and European 
Affairs and Trade, to host a grand 
delegation for our foreign brethren at 
my ministry. I was really astonished 
how much and with what fervour, these 
migrants of the second and third 
generation, still talk about their beloved 
Mother Country. I was even more 
impressed when I heard about their 
successes, achievements and rise in 
social status, and they did this thanks 
to their sheer hard work.  
These brethren of ours live in large 
industrial countries where natural 
resources are not lacking. On the contrary, our 
country, a small island state, devoid of any natural 
resources, has one resource of which we are 
proud of. That is the success of turning a barren 
group of small islands into an independent and 
sovereign state and a full member of the EU with 
one of the EUôs strongest and most solid 
economies. We managed to achieve this because 
our only resource consists of the skill, will-power 
and spirit of enterprise of its people. 

You have carried this resource with you and 

planted it in your respective adopted countries. 
Your skills, will-power and spirit of enterprise 
contributed to the progress and welfare of your 
adopted countries. That is why I call you Maltaôs 
foreign reserves. From your far away homes you 
can do so much for your old home country. 
Yours sincerely, Ian Borg 
Minister for Foreign and European Affairs
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Open letter to 

the Members of the 

Parliament of Malta 
Witten by + Charles Scicluna, Archbishop of Malta, + Anton Teuma, Bishop of Gozo and + 

Joseph Galea-Curmi Auxiliary Bishop of Malta 
 Dear Sir/Madam, 

We wish to express our profound concern, shared 

by many others, over the contents of Bill no. 28 of 

2022 which, if approved by Parliament as 

proposed, will permit abortion to take place in 

Malta. 

According to official statements, this amendmentès 

origins lie in the desire to enshrine into law that 

no criminal action would be taken against a doctor 

or mother should a baby in the womb die as a 

result of a medical intervention performed by a 

doctor with the intention of saving the life of the 

mother. 

In reality, saving the motherès life has always been 

the acknowledged priority when it has not proved 

possible to also save an unborn childès life and no 

criminal proceedings have ever been instituted 

against either a doctor or mother when this 

unfortunate predicament has arisen. 

However, not only is this amendment unnecessary, 

but it also opens up the possibility to terminate 

the life of a child even when the motherès life is not 

in danger because it permits an abortion to take 

place when the mother is at risk of suffering from 

a health condition that is not life threatening. 

As shown in other countries, introducing a risk to 

health into the law facilitates terminations on a 

spurious pretext. It is abortion. Nothing more, 

nothing less. We view this as an extremely serious 

and retrograde development. 

Where a health condition requires treatment, we 

should do all we can to ensure that treatment is 

administered; when the mother is in difficulty of 

one sort or another, we should do all we can to 

ensure she is provided with whatever support and 

help she requires. However, terminating the life of 

another to safeguard someoneès health must never 

be an option. 

The crux of this matter does not lie in verbal 

assurances but in the text of the Bill. And the text 

of this Bill facilitates abortion in no uncertain terms 

and, to make matters even worse, does so right up 

to the point of birth.  

A new life comes into being at the moment of 

conception. In the motherès womb resides a human 

being, not an object that can be simply discarded 

or destroyed. Our heartfelt appeal to you is to 

recognise the great responsibility you have on 

your shoulders to protect the weak and vulnerable; 

and to preserve life, not destroy it. 

We pray that you will recognise the importance 

and implications of the choice before you and urge 

you in the strongest possible terms to choose life 

instead of death. 
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JOIN family and friends, take 

photos and preserve your beautiful 
memories while enjoying the festive 
atmosphere in the Capital with 
Christmas trees near Parliament and 
along Vallettaôs main streets. A 
traditional Christmas crib is situated 
next to the main door of St Johnôs co-
Cathedral. St Georgeôs Square will 
once again be home to a magical 
atmosphere with projections on the 
fa­ade of the historic Grandmasterôs 
Palace. 
Republic Street, Merchants Street and Republic Square will take on new hues as part of the month-
long programme of events. South Street, now synonymous with artistic installations all year round in a 
programme run by the Valletta Cultural Agency, also has a surprise in store for its visitors. 
# SPECIAL FESTIVE EVENTS IN VALLETTA  The Valletta Cultural Agencyôs 
programme of events takes place between the 25th of November and the 31st of December with over 25 
events spread over 25 days.  Enjoy marching bands, stilt walkers, choirs, and music performances by 
several popular groups such as the Centrestage Childrenôs Choir, Klinsmann, Tikka Banda, the Big 
Friends Guggen Musik and Amber, among others.  
MuŨika MuŨikaôs favourite girl group MARA is ready to rock the Capital, on Monday the 20th  of December 
in St Georgeôs Square, from 7pm to 8pm. Moreover, on Tuesday the 21st of December, award winning 
The New Victorians will perform seasonal religious songs and contemporary non-sacred music, including 
original compositions in a cosy atmosphere, at the Embassy Valletta Hotel in Strait Street, between 
7.30pm and 9.30pm. 

ITôS ALL PAPERWORK  The Valletta Cultural Agency is holding a sculpture exhibition 

titled Itôs All Paperwork by Antoine Farrugia at the Parliament of Malta running until the 11th of December. 
The artworks will portray a transformation of the Maltese Globigerina Limestone into what can be 
perceived as óalmost paperô. The stone is crafted so carefully and in so precisely that at a first glance it 
easily gives the impression that the work is made out of paper ï a technique reminiscent of the 
term ótrompe lôoeilô.  Antoine Farrugia has established himself as one of Maltaôs foremost sculptors.  He 
hails from Mqabba, where his family was, for many years, involved in stone quarrying 

VALLETTA NYE CELEBRATIONS  Valletta will once again be holding the largest 

national NYE celebrations. Together, we will be giving a warm welcome to the new year in style in St 
Georgeôs Square. After an absence of two years, the night will kickstart at 10pm with Kurt Calleja and 
Band. Special guests include The Brass House Unit led by Kevin Abela together with an outstanding line 
up of some of Maltaôs top talent including Aidan Drakard, Amanda Marie, Brooke, Gloriana Arpa Belli, 
Jasmine, Kevin Paul Calleja, Ludwig Galea, Owen Luellen, Ozzy Lino, Pawlu Borg Bonaci and Tiziana 
Calleja. Join us through a musical journey featuring the best hits of 2022 as well as some all-time 
classics. The National New Yearôs Eve Celebrations 2023 is organised by G7 Events, supported by a 
Partnership Agreement with the Valletta Cultural Agency within the Ministry for National Heritage, the 
Arts and Local Government.  
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 The Ȟȩʻˉɴʫ̈ ƷǟȞȩɣǌ ßƒɋˉƒ☼ʻ
Republic Day 

13th December means one thing on 
the Maltese Islands: everyone is 
enjoys the public holiday!  Malta 
celebrates 48 years since becoming 
a republic back in 1974, when it 
abolished the role of the  British 
Rule in Malta . 
On that day, 13 December 1974 Sir 
Anthony Mamo, a lawyer by 
profession, became the first 
President of Malta, serving in office 
until December 1976. While the 
island was now a republic, the 
BʫȩˉȩʻȞ ˉʫɴɴʠʻ ǌȩǌɣ☼ˉ ɋǟƒ˻ǟ ˞ɣˉȩɋ
31st March 1979 

The Maltese joined the British 
Empire after the Napoleonic Wars. 
Then comes the start of the Second 
World War, during which time the 
British saw Malta as the perfect 
naval base to aid the empire. After 
the war, the Maltese managed to 
negotiate independence on 
21st September 1964, but only 
managed to acquire republic status 
10 years later in 1974. 
The President of Malta, His 
Excellency Dr George Vella, presents 
awards to m ilitary or political 
servants and public figures who 
have been effective representatives 
of the country. According to a 
statement, the president will indeed 
be participating in the celebration 
of this anniversary  

 
An important event of the day is the 
milit ary parade that takes place in 
ˉȞǟ Ȟǟƒʫˉ ɴȇ Ũƒɋɋǟˉˉƒ ƒˉ İˉ £ǟɴʫȊǟ☼ʻ
Square right outside the Grand 
ßƒʻˉǟʫ☼ʻ ğƒɋƒǁǟ ǌ˞ʫȩɣȊ ˿ȞȩǁȞ ˉȞǟ
Presidential Colour is trooped by 
the Armed Forces. The President of 
Malta takes the salute, in the 
position as the commande r in chief 
of the AFM. The Armed Forces of 
Malta Band accompany the parade. 
The parade and ceremony will also 
be broadcasted live on TVM. 
Apart from these ceremonial events, 
a wreath is laid at the Re public Day 
monument in Marsa . Later on in the 
ǌƒ̈┼ ˉȞǟʫǟ☼ʻ ˞ʻ˞ƒɋɋ̈fireworks  
display that beautifully lights up the 
Grand Harbour

 

The Malta Tourism Authority     

inaugurates Office in Warsaw 

Reference Number:  , Press Release Issue Date: Dec 
01, 2022  
On Wednesday, 30th November 2022, the Hon. 
Clayton Bartolo, Minister for Tourism of the Republic 
of Malta, inaugurated the new Malta Tourism 
Authority Office in Warsaw. For this occasion, Minister 
Bartolo was joined by H.E. Andrzej Gus-Mostowy, 
Secretary of State at the Ministry of Sports and 
Tourism of the Republic of Poland. 
This Office will complement the Malta Tourism 
Authorityès existing overseas network currently in 
London, Paris, Rome, New York and Berlin. The 
Warsaw Office is MTAès first regional office and first 
in Eastern Europe. 
The establishment of a Warsaw Office is an 
opportunity for the Maltese Government to seek new 

markets and attract tourism, which is within the 
context of the Malta Tourism Authorityès strategy of 
diversification in tourism markets all year round. 
It was announced during the inauguration that 2022 
will be a record year for tourism from Poland, 
expecting as many as 135,000 tourists, thus 
surpassing the 2019 record level of 104,228 by 
almost 30%. The Malta Tourism Authority is even 
envisaging 2023 to be a better year than 2022. 
The Embassy of Malta in Warsaw welcomes this 

development as a contribution to strengthening 

further bilateral relations between Malta and Poland. 

The Embassy will continue working on this sector. The 

Malta Embassy in Warsaw will constantly remain 

assisting the new Warsaw Office as previously done. 

Minister Bartolo was accompanied by Ambassador 

Marisa Farrugia, MTAès Chairman Dr Gavin Gulia, 

MTAès CEO Mr Carlo Micallef and MTAès Regional 

Director based in Warsaw Mr John Mary Attard, 

amongst other people.  Photo from Ministry for 

Sports and Tourism, Poland 
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Mr Paul Zammit 
OAM 

KNIGHT OF ST GREGORY THE 
GREAT 

His Grace Anthony Fisher OP, the 
Archbishop of Sydney, communicated 
the good news to Paul, a Maltese 
philanthropist, businessman and ex-
politician, and the presentation was 
then held at a formal, very moving 
ceremony on the 18th of November at 
St Maryôs Cathedral Chapter Hall when 
Mr Zammit was awarded the medal 
and presented with a formal citation. 

Paul was 

recognised for his service 
to the Church and the wider Australian 
community with extraordinary 
generosity, wisdom and commitment 
as a parliamentarian, a businessman, 
and a Knight of the Order of Malta. 
Chev. Zammit was born in Egypt in 
1941, he is the son of a Maltese father 
and a Greek mother, who migrated to 
Sydney in 1955 when he was a young 
boy of fourteen. 
He married wife Rita before he began 
his career in 1973, founding Zammit 
Sales Pty Ltd which he sold in 1984 to 
his parliamentary career. 
He was elected as state member for 
the electorates of Burwood (1984-

1988) and Strathfield (1988-1996) and 
federal member for Lowe (1996-1998). 
ñTHROUGH HIS PARISH 
INVOLVEMENT, HE HAS PROVIDED 
HUNDREDS OF CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
FOR CHILDREN AND FOR THE 

HOMELESS AND HE WAS THE 
FOUNDING PRESIDENT AND 
PATRON OF SYDNEYôS INNER 
WEST EISTEDDFOD.ò 
In 1998 he left the political sphere 
and resumed his career in 
business where he was known as 
a man of integrity, deep faith, 
sound counsel and strong 
principles; defending the interests 
of disadvantaged or marginalised 
groups including Indigenous 
Australians and migrants. 

He assisted in hosting a fundraising 
dinner at NSW Parliament House 
which raised more than one million 
dollars for the Matthew Talbot Hostel 
and worked as a volunteer with the 
Society of St Vincent De Paul, and at 
Gorman House, a medically 
supervised centre for those who are 
dependent upon drugs and alcohol. 
In 2018 he founded the Catholic 
Breakfast Group, a quarterly event at 
NSW Parliament House which features 
high-profile guest speakers and 
provides an opportunity for Catholic 
professionals to network and grow in 
their faith. 
(Source: NSW Catholic Weekly) 

------------------------------------  
 

JEKK INT TKASBAR IL-MALTI 
Jekk inti tkasbar lili, xôtaghmel lilek? 

Jekk minn ghalik lil ommok tiddisprezza, 
u bla misthija sserdaq il-kburija, 

tkun lilek stess qed twaqqaô fil-bluhija. 
Ftakar fil-kliem maghruf tal-kbir poeta. 
Int xôint, u int min int, fil-ghelt tizghedx. 
Bôrasek baxxuta, dmughek stess isaffi 

Kruhat id-daghwa; u dlonk it-tewba jtaffi. 
O kemm hu biered ghelt il-gharef kburi! 

Kemm minghalih il-kotra tammirah! 
Bhal Guda kif jintebah fis jindanna. 
Fuq sidru jhabbat; lilu nikkundanna. 
Fejn sejrin Maltin huti bôdak il-ghamad? 
Min tahsbu li qed toghgbu bôdana l-qerq? 

Ghajnejkom ifthu, hallu d-dawl jurikom 
Jekk thaddnu ól taghkom, hadd ma jidhak bikom. 

 
RIGU BOVINGDON NSW  28 ã 11- 2022  


