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St. Paul the Apostle Parish in Toronto 
 under the Pastoral care of the MSSP 
From January 1999                                                       Until January 2023 
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Below you will find farewell messages from MSSP 
members who shared the life of the parish either who 

served here or spent a significant time here. 

READY FOR THE JOURNEY 
I have got my leave. Bid me farewell, my 

friends. 
I bow to you all and take my departure. 

Here I give back the keys of my door, 
and I give up all my claims to my home. 

I only ask for kind words from you. 
We were neighbours for long, 

but I have received more that I could give. 
Now the day has dawned.   A summons has 

come and I am ready for my journey. 
Written by Rabindranath Tagore (Modified for 

this occasion 
FAREWELL MESSAGE FROM FR. MARK GRIMA MSSP, 
SUPERIOR GENERAL ... Dear brothers and sisters, with 
whom we share this journey of faith, the time is near 
ǘƻ ōƛŘ ŦŀǊŜǿŜƭƭ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ LǘΩǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ 
people, places or work that you love. Paul, our patron 
saint, had to do this very often when he left one 
community to move to his next mission. As a 
missionary he knew too well that loving people meant 
that one day he had to suffer their loss. But it was 
worth the pain and effort, because for him sharing 
Christ was his primary goal. Like him, today, we feel 
this sense of grief because relationships were built, 
while joys and sorrows were shared during these last 
24 years. Our desire as MSSP was always to share with 
you our faith in Christ, build the Maltese Christian 
community and be of assistance to all those in need. I 
do hope that, with all our limits, we managed to come 
near to our goal. Thank you all who were always close 
to our MSSP priests in their ministry and needs. We 
remember the many brothers and sisters in this 
Maltese-Canadian community who are no longer with 
us and are interceding for us from heaven. Our desire 
is the same as that of our founder Joseph De Piro, let 

us continue to share the faith that St. Paul has brought 
to us, particularly with the new generations. God bless 
you all, and will keep each other in our prayers.  
 
FR MARK DEMANUELE WRITES: Dear Parishioners at 
{ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ 5ǳƴŘŀǎ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΗ L ǎǘƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
few days with you when I came to the Parish. I was 
anxious and did not know what to expect. However, 
the warm welcome, the joy, and the love of the 
aŀƭǘŜǎŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ 
while since I left, but I assure you that you are always 
in my heart, as that was my first assignment out of 
Malta. You made it easier for me, and even though I 
was still young, you helped me grow and mature in my 
ministry. Thank you for all the love you showed, and 
even if the MSSP community was unknown to most of 
you, you welcomed us with open arms. I am sad that 
we must let go of a beautiful community, but 
circumstances are not encouraging. However, I cherish 
every day I was in the parish as the first MSSP Parish 
priest. Though we passed through hard times, we 
overcame them, making the parish beautiful and 
welcoming to many other people of different 
nationalities. I assure you that you are always part of 
my life, and thank you for making it so meaningful. God 
bless you! Dear parishioners below you will find 
farewell messages from MSSP members who shared 
the life of the parish either who served here or spent a 
significant time here. St. Paul the Apostle Parish under 
the Pastoral care of the MSSP January 1999 January 
2023. 
 
 FR DOMINIC CACHIA WRITES: Dear Parishioners, I 
spent seventeen years among you, a special and 
blessed time. Recently, I had the unexpected 
opportunity to be with you once again. I was glad to 
see you again, as you were happy too to see me again. 
Once again we shared happy and sad moments. We 
had moments too of socializing especially at the New 
¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 9ǾŜ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ ²ƛǘƘ CǊΦ 
Ivano I shared the ministry of celebrating masses, 
funerals and both hospital and home visits. Now that 
the time has come for the MSSP to move I encourage 
you to continue to love and support the 
Maltese/Canadian Parish of St. Paul by coming to 
worship together and help the new Administrator Fr. 
Roy to continue to bring you closer to God. You are in 
my love and prayers. God bless you all. 
 FR EMANUAL PARNIS WRITES: I wish to take this 
opportunity of our departure from St. Paul the Apostle 
Parish in Dundas to thank the parishioners for all the 



MALTESE E-NEWSLETTER 461                                             February/Frar 2023 
 

4 
 

support they gave me during my time there. I wish you 
all the best and I promise to keep you in my prayers. 
May God bless you and keep on guiding you on and on 
in your spiritual journey.  
 
FR MARIO MICALLEF WRITES: Times of transition are 
never easy. Even harder are times when one has to say 
goodbye. And yet, these are part of the life of every 
human being, and of every group where people gather. 
The parish community is not immune to this. As we, 
Paulist MissionarieǎΣ ǎŀȅ ƎƻƻŘōȅŜ ǘƻ {ǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƛƴ 
Toronto, I find myself reflecting on my own time 
shared with you as your pastor.  
During this time friendships were formed, happy 
moments shared, and tears joined in moments of 
sadness. I know sometimes I might have hurt or 
disappointed someone, through human weakness 
rather than bad intent, and for this, I am truly sorry. 
Yet, thankfully the good times by far outweigh the bad 
ones. Many beautiful memories shared with many of 
you will stay etched in my memory for a long time to 
come. 
 As the parish moves into new, uncharted waters, I 
assure you of my prayerful support. As what happened 
to St Paul on the road to Damascus, moments of 
complete darkness and a sense of loss can lead, with 
DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ǘƻ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƎƘǘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ DƻŘΩǎ 
providence has never failed us. I strongly believe it will 
not do so now. May God abundantly bless each and 
every one of you. 
  
 FR. FRANKIE CINI WRITES: I was a deacon at Dundas 
during my studies in Canada in 2000-2002. Over thirty 
people then came over to Zebbug Gozo, on the 18th of 
August 2002, for my first solemn Mass. My memories 
of St. Paul's are etched in my heart even at this sad 
time of parting. In those days with Frs. Mark 
Demanuele, the late Fr. Karm Borg, and Fr. Dominic 
Cachia I found my feet as a young minister and was 

shaped by the friendliness of the parishioners. The 
lasting genuine friendships nurtured, and that time 
have remained special gifts on my journey! I have faith 
that this new chapter in the history of the Parish is an 
invitation to explore new ways of seeking the Lord's 
calling to faithfulness and joy. And if ever in Malta, our 
MSSP places are your home, always! 
 FR GIOVANN TABONE writes: Dear all, looking back 
albeit still very fresh my time with you last year was 
indeed a great blessing. Even if it was brief and most of 
my time was occupied with my studies, yet you made 
it, literally, living at home away from home. For this, 
ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅΣ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳƭȅ ΨōŜƛƴƎ 
aŀƭǘŜǎŜΩ ƳŀŘŜ Ƴȅ ǎƻƧƻǳǊƴ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ŀ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎΦ  
For this, thank you. While for us as MSSP, this chapter 
is certainly a bitter time of letting go, yet myself joining 
the chorus of other MSSP brothers who ministered and 
stayed at our beloved Maltese community in Canada 
was an honor and great delight. May you continue to 
be a seed of true witness to our Christian faith and 
heritage! Blessings.  
 
FR. IVANO BURDIAN WRITES My dear brothers and 
sisters of the parish, the time has finally come to say 
goodbye. When I arrived in 2019, I was a bit hesitant 
because I was thinking what am I, an Aussie-Italian, 
going to do among the Maltese-Canadian community? 
That hesitancy disappeared pretty quickly due to the 
warm welcome I received and the relationship we built 
over these years. Together with Fr. Mario, it has been 
a true privilege to walk in faith with you and to be of 
service. We have laughed and cried, shovelled plenty 
of snow, and met Christ in many ways. 
 Despite the sadness I feel, I have been blessed with 
this experience with you. I ask you to hold me in your 
prayers as I take my next step as I promise to hold you 
in my heart and prayers as you move into the future 
together with Fr. Roy. May our faithful God bless you 
all.  

 
The editor, staff and readers of the Maltese Journal thank, salute and farewell the Fathers  

Missionary Society of St Paul who administered St Paul the Apostle parish church since 

1999. This church is the heart of the Maltese community in the Toronto, Canada. 

 Previously, the parish had been run by the Franciscan Fathers of the Malta Province. 

The churchôs complex also hosts a Maltese-Canadian museum, curated by Malta-born 

Mr Richard Cumbo.  Information, books, and hundreds of memorabilia were collected 

and archived in this museum by the Maltese-Canadian community and preserved for 

future generation. We urge the community to stay connected and united.. 
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Uqeegtqqu"uvct"pcogf"[qwpi"Cwuvtcnkcp"qh"vjg"[gct 
Zac Rayson from  Fox Sports

Popular Socceroos star Awer Mabil has been named 
the 2023 Young Australian of the Year, following in 
the footsteps of Matildas captain Sam Kerr who 
received the award in 2018. 
27-year-old Mabil also received South Australiaès 
Young Australian of the Year award this year for his 
advocacy for refugee communities in Australia and 
those living in camps abroad.  Mabil ã currently 
playing for Czech heavyweights Sparta Prague ã was 
unable to attend the ceremony in Canberra, with his 
award instead accepted by his mother and uncle. 

Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese 
presents the Young Australian of the Year winner to 
mother Agot Dau Atem and uncle Michael Matiop of 
Awer Mabil during the 2023 Australian of the Year 
Awards at the National Arboretum on January 25, 
2023 in Canberra, Australia. (Photo by Martin 
Ollman/Getty Images)Source: Getty Images 
The flying winger grew up in Kakuma Refugee Camp 
in northwest Kenya after his family escaped civil war 
in Sudan. After moving to Australia in 2006 aged 
10, Mabil has gone on to become a key figure in the 
Socceroos, scoring a crucial penalty against Peru to 
book Australiaès place in the Qatar World Cup. 
Mabil co-founded his own charity, Barefoot to Boots, 
alongside his brother Awer Bul. 
The non-profit originated from a trip Mabil and Bul 
made back to Kakuma Refugee Camp in 2014, 
where the pair gifted football jerseys to some of the 
estimated 180,000 refugees living in the camp. 
According to the organisation, over 2000kg of 
football boots and uniforms have been donated so 

far, before broadening their activities by sending 
medical equipment including incubators and 
ultrasounds as well as sanitary items to help young 
girls meet basic needs and be able to attend 
schooling. 
åTo be honest, it hasnèt sunk in yet,æ Mabil said at 
his Prague club in vision shared by Football 
Australia. 
åFor me it was an honour just to be nominated. Two 
months ago I was also nominated for the South 
Australian Young Australian of the Year. For me that 
was a big moment. To win that was one of the 
biggest moments in my life. 
åTo be able to be named Young Australian of the 
Year gives me power to continue doing what Ièm 
doing. For me, I love to help people. Ièm really 
motivated to build on from this.æ 
Mabil said: åMy mum and my uncle went to Canberra 
Ü It was quite cool, when they called me (saying): 
çwe just met the Prime Minister!èæ 
He added: åYesterday I facetimed them and talked 
to some people there. Actually, I talked to Craig 
Foster, we had some nice words to each other. That 
was pretty cool, to talk to somebody whoès a former 
Socceroo and also doing amazing, great stuff for our 
beautiful country. For me, that was nice.æ 
Foster was nominated for Australian of the Year for 
his tireless advocacy for asylum seekers and 
multiculturalism, and played a role in helping 
Afghanistan Womenès National Football team 
escape that nation after the Taliban gained control 
last year. 
Michael Matiop reacts as he prepares to receive the 
Young Australian of the Year award on his nephew 
Awer Mabil's behalf during the 2023 Australian of 
the Year Awards at the National Arboretum on 
January 25, 2023 in Canberra, Australia. The 
Australian of the Year is a national award given to 
an Australian citizen by the National Australia Day 
Council. (Photo by Martin Ollman/Getty 
Images)Source: Getty Images 
Mabil revealed he only found out about the award 
in the minutes before training ã and understandably 
struggled to focus on the training paddock. 
åI woke up and I tried to keep my phone on silent. 
Just before I went out to training thatès when I found 
out I had won it! So I quickly turned off my phone 
and went to training before I got distracted,æ he 
laughed. åBut during training I was obviously 
distracted, thinking how big this is for my family and 
also for our footballing community. 
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AGNES BORG  IN AUSTRALIA, 
WHO SUFFERS FROM DEMENTIA, 

IS 104 AND STILL SAYS THE 
ROSARY DAILY IN MALTESE 

Agnes Borg, originally from Qormi but who has been living in Australia 
since 1964, turns 104. 
 Coryse Borg  
WHEN Agnes Borg celebrated her mothersè 102nd birthday, her daughter 
Mariza came out with a unique way to make the day special for Agnes, 
who has dementia. 
åWe have been meeting some nice residents in the area on our walks. A 

couple of years ago I engaged the community by inviting them to send mum a birthday card to make her 
feel loved. We received close to 100. I thought mum would enjoy the fuss by people in our neighbourhood, 
and I will try anything to make mum have a bit of happiness in her last years with us. Hence the community 
çwalk with Agnesè was born,æ Mariza Harris, Agnesè daughter told Newsbook.com.mt. 
Through the çwalk with Agnesè event, Mariza invited people from their community to go on a walk with her 
mother to celebrate the occasion. 
Mariza says that her mother was always busy doing the necessary motherly things to raise her 10 children. 
I remember her doing her hair in that 1940 style ã the çrombluè at the front of her hair 
åMum was a very thoughtful, caring, quiet and kind person and helped neighbours in need when she could. 
She never had a bad word to say about anyone. She would lend people things like a large pot, sugar, 
flower, potatoes or whatever they needed if she had it. Mum would look after their kids and even send 
some of us to help if we were old enough. She never asked for money for helping. I remember her teaching 
herself to speak and read English and enlisted our help. Mum also speaks and reads Maltese, Italian and a 
bit of Latin,æ says Mariza, åShe liked to keep herself well groomed and I remember her doing her hair in 
that 1940 style  ã the çrombluè at the front of her hair.æ 

All 10 of Agnesè children were born in Sliema, Malta. 
Mariza was six years old when they arrived in 
Australia.  
åI remember our beautiful home in Sliema, and the 
stairwell we often played on. The çhelwa tat-tork at 
the bottom of the stairs which was placed in two 
large statues hands. I remember my beautiful 
aunties and uncles (mumès siblings) and how much 
they loved mum and us kidès. I remember the water 
and playing there with my siblings,æ she says. 
 Agnes and some of her siblings Gesualda, Melita 

and Carmelo in 1993 
Agnes went back to visit her siblings at least four times over the years. 
åThe last time I believe was in 1989. It was hard for her to save the money to travel due to her 
circumstances. In 1964 the family immigrated to Australia. In 1968 my dad passed away leaving mum to 

pay three mortgages and raise us children. It was a struggle; however 
mum managed to clear the debts and keep the family intact. I 
remember her often crying because she was worried the authorities 
would take the little ones away because of financial hardship,æ 
reminisces Mariza.  
Agnes and Carmelo in Malta 
Agnes and Mariza now live in Sydney. Mariza moved to St Clair in 
1982 when she got married and she arranged for her mother to build 
and live next door to her. In 1986. Mum sold her home in Smithfiled 

NSW where she lived for 20 years and lived with Mariza for a year till they did all the necessary running 
around to organise the construction of her house. 

https://newsbook.com.mt/en/author/coryse-borg/
https://newsbook.com.mt/en/
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Agnes has had noticeable dementia since around 2007. 
åBy noticeable, I am referring to lapse in judgment impacting her safety. I had to start putting lots of 
procedures into place to ensure her safety. One of the first things I did was to purchase a mobile phone 
with a GPS tracking device. This was due to Mum forgetting which bus stop to get off when she went to 
her daily social activities,æ explains Mariza, who had to retire from full time employment in 2009 to take 
care of her mother. 
In her mind, home is back in Qormi with her parents and siblings 
Now, at 102 years old, Agnes has become quite frail and is no longer able to support herself on her legs. 
åI stay with mum in her room every night to help her when she needs to use the bathroom, which could 
be up to six times a night. She sleeps much of the daytime and at night she cannot sleep, which is to be 
expected. I donèt like leaving mum alone due to falls risk and also mum is scared as she often forgets this 
is her home. In her mind, home is back in Qormi with her parents and siblings,æ Mariza says. 
 åI think Mum will be very excited and bewildered at the same time, that so many people have an interest 
in her and appreciate any flowers or cards she may receive. She will probably wonder what all the fuss is 
about!æ she concludes. 
Agnes Borg just celebrated 104 the birthday. She emigrated to Australia in 1964 and has been suffering 
from dementia since 2007. Despite this, she still regularly says the rosary in Maltese. 
In a comment to Newsbook.com.mt Mariza, Agnes' daughter said that "dementia stole many of my mother's 
memories but it did not steal her faith, manners and dignity". 
"Her mind tells her that she still lives in Qormi and not in Australia" - daughter Agnes 
Mariza described dementia as a cruel disease. 
"My mother is going through a lot of suffering ... and I am with her. It is hard to see her deteriorate and 
suffer in this way. All this is mentally and physically exhausting. People think that dementia is just the 
disease, but it is much more than that. Not only does it destroy the person with it, but it affects the person's 
carers as well. I pray that the mother will not have to suffer anymore," added daughter Agnes, who is one 
of the ten children the woman had and who she raised alone after being widowed in 1968. 
If you would like to know more about Agnes, you may do so on the Facebook page Come walk with me, 
my mother Agnes and dementia 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Agnes1918/
https://www.facebook.com/Agnes1918/
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Il-Balbuljata fil-kitba tal-kliem 
IngliŨ li daǩal fil-lingwa Maltija u 

l-ortografija tiegǩu gǩadha qed 
tǩabbel moǩǩ il-Kunsill 
Nazzjonali tal-ilsien Malti li 
madankollu qed jaǩseb li fôqasir 
Ũmien joǩroǣ bid-deǙiŨjoni tiegǩu 

u jagǩti regoli u direzzjoni kif gǩandhom jinkitbu bosta kliem misluf fil-Malti 
mill-IngliŨ.. 
ñIr-regola preŨenti li hemm tgǩidlek li jekk kelma daǩlet fil-Malti inti gǩandek 

tiktibha fonetikament jiǣifieri kif tǩossha kif tismagǩha tiktibha u hawnhekk jibdew il-problemi mbagǩad.ò 

Kif jispjega Dr Farrugia bôdan il-metodu mhux kollox ward u zahar. Irrimarka li waǩda mill-problemi hi li mhux 

kulǩadd ilissen l-istess kelma bl-istess mod. 

ñHemm min jgǩidlek festival u festivil xôse nikteb jiena liema hi t-tajba festival jew festivil u gǩandek kliem 

ieǩor ngǩidu aǩna cupboard. Kaberd ǩa nikteb jew kabord. ò 

Id-diffikultajiet ma jiqfux hawné gǩax il-kliem IngliŨ fil-Malti mhux biss jinkiteb kif jinstemaô iŨda jeǩtieǣ li 

jsegwi r-regoli tal-Malti. Dr Farrugia semma l-eŨempju taô kliem bǩal team (tijm) u diese l(dijzil), li fihom 

tinstema l-ñjò iŨda skont ir-regoli tal-Malti gǩandhom jinkitbu mingǩajrha. 

ñBǩalha gǩandek il-kelma scooter qed tisma l-ǩoss taô w imma skont ir-regoli tal-Malti ma tistax tiktibha dik 

il-w.ò  Meta wieǩed jikkonjuga l-verbé môgǩandux iǩallat l-IngliŨ u l-Malti fl-istess kelma. 

ñEŨempju l-verb tikkowǙja. Jekk ǩa nǩalli l-verb bl-IngliŨé kif se niktibha nicoachja jiǣifieri jekk se niktibha 

bil-Malti niktibha kollha bil-Malti ma titsax tǩalli biǙǙa bl-IngliŨ u biǙǙa bil-Malti.ò 

 Il-kelma Maltija gǩandha dejjem tingǩata preferenza u môgǩandux jinǩoloq kliem ǣdid bôkapriǙǙ. 

ñDarba smajt lil xi ǩadd pereŨempju jgǩidlek gǩaliex ma nuŨawx il-kelma ǩussab minflok kompjuter. Issa 

jekk jien se nmur gǩand tal-ǩanut ǩa ngǩidlu tini ǩussab ǣdid ma jifhimix qed tifhem trid tkun realistiku.ò 

Ǩafna gǩadhom inǙerti dwar liema kliem jiktbu bl-IngliŨ jew liema kliem IngliŨ jiktbu kif jisimgǩu. 

Gǩaldaqstant id-diskussjoni dwar kif gǩandhom jinktibu dawn il-kliem li qed jitwaǩǩdu fl-ilsien Malti gǩadha 

gǩaddejja.  

Fôǩafna ilsna l-isem Google sar ifisser magna tat-tiftix fuq l-internet, tkun liema tkun. 

U spiss dawn il-lingwi jnisslu wkoll verb minnu, bit-tifsira taô tfittex xi tagǩrif online: 

bl-IngliŨ ñto googleò, bil-ǢermaniŨ ñgoogelnò, bit-Taljan ñgooglareò, bil-Kroat 

ñguglatiò. Anki bil-Malti tistaô ñtiggugiljaò. U jekk trid tistaô ñtittwitjaò (Twitter), ñtiskajpjaò 

(Skype) u ñtinstagrammaò (Instagram). Jekk tiggugiljahom, kollha jitilgǩulek. 

 

Pioneer broadcaster  
Victor Aquilina passes away 

Victor Aquilina, one of the pioneers of Maltese 
broadcasting, has passed away in Australia. He was 92-
years-old.  Aquilina was the first dj on cable radio, which 
was run by Rediffusion. He had joined it in 1950. 
He had also worked as a programme producer and 
newscaster during his career, and went on to become head 

of programmes in 1971. He had been involved in the production of a number of TV programmes when 
Malta Television was set up in 1962. 
When he migrated to Australia, he headed SBS Radio Melbourne, where he produced programmes for the 
Maltese community in Australia. 
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Who is Adelaide Cini?  
Adelaide Cini was the 
thirteen child coming 
from a wealthy family. 
She was born on 25 
October 1838 in the 
capital city of Malta, 
Valletta. 
She was 18 years old 
when she went to 
knock at the door of 
the Convent of St. 
Catherine in Valletta. 
The pious Sister 
Giuseppa Baldacchino 
who met her at the 

barred familiar window was impressed to see this 
thin weak daughter of the wealthy pasta factory 
owner in front of her asking to be accepted as a 
postulant nun.  
Later Sister Giuseppa was convinced of Ciniès 
religious background, but as she was under a 
psychological strain following a marriage 

proposition to which her parents objected, she 
advised Cini to return to her home and wait for God 
to show her the real nature of her vocation.  
Later Cini came across a young Sicilian prostitute 
who was becoming known for her activities among 
the more affluent sectors of society. She befriended 
the woman and persuaded her to live with her at her 
parentès home.  
The Sicilian woman had redeemed herself, and Cini 
embarked on a mission among numerous 
abandoned girls from the poorer classes of the 
Maltese society. With the financial help of John 
Asphar and his wife Angelica she opened her first 
home for unmarried mothers.  
Cini turned her fatherès pasta factory into a 
conservatory for the more needy girls following her 
fatherès death. Cini died on 28 March 1885, aged 
46. She was originally interred at the Santa Maria 
Addolorata Cemetry in Paola. Her remains were 
exhumed and transferred to her Institute on October 
15,1919.  

 

ORDO EQUESTRIS SANCTI SEPULCHRI HIEROSOLYMITANI 
Locumtenentia Melitensis   18 Moonlight Ville, Triq il-Qasba, Ibrag SWQ2422 ς MALTA. 

Email: admin@eohsjmalta.com 

CARDINAL GRECH HONOURED BY THE ORDER OF THE HOLY 
SEPULCHERE 

 

His Eminence Cardinal Mario 
Grech, Secretary General of the 
Synod of Bishops was conferred 
with the Grand Cross of the 
Equestrian Order of the Holy 
Sepulchre of Jerusalem by the 
Cardinal Grand Master Ferdinando 
Filoni, on the 25th January 2023. A 
delegation led by H.E. the 
Lieutenant Roberto Buontempo, 

composed of members of the 
Council of the Maltese Lieutenancy 
was present for this historical 
event, which was held at the 
hǊŘŜǊΩǎ ǎŜŀǘ tŀƭŀȊȊƻ ŘŜƭƭŀ wƻǾŜǊŜΣ 
located a few meters away from St 
tŜǘŜǊΩǎ {ǉǳŀǊŜ ƛƴ wƻƳŜΦ 
This historical palazzo predates 
Saint Peter&#39;s Basilica by more 
than five centuries. The following  
day members of the council were 
invited to a thanksgiving mass 
celebrated by Cardinal Grech inside 
the Clementine Chapel located 
within the underground 
necropolitan grottoes and Papal 
ŎǊȅǇǘǎ ƻŦ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ .ŀǎƛƭƛŎŀΦ ¢ƘŜ 
mass was concelebrated by Rev. 
Can. Chev. Robin Camilleri. 
With some 30,000 Knights and 
Dames across the world, the Order 

of the Holy Sepulchre is a Central 
Body of the Catholic Church. It is 
one of two Orders officially 
recognized by the Holy  See and its 
mission is to support, through 
donations, the pastoral, 
educational and social works of the 
Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem, 
including the territories of Jordan, 
Palestine, Israel and Cyprus. The 
philanthropic aspect of the 
Order&#39;s activity is closely 
reƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ 
commitments and their 
participation in Holy Land 
pilgrimages, both of which deepen 
the  links between the Mother 
Church of Jerusalem, the local 
Churches, and the universal 
Church. 



MALTESE E-NEWSLETTER 461                                             February/Frar 2023 
 

10 
 

The ɄusɅ and ɄthemɅ demarcation continues to be 

root of human suffering - President Vella  
We are duty bound to commemorate the victims of the Holocaust but we 
should, as from now, reflect and raise our voices on the ongoing suffering of 
the unfortunate millions who become victims of the politics of division and 
the machine of war, and who fall within the categories of the disenfranchised, 
the poor and the forgotten, President of Malta George Vella said. 
åIf we do not do it now, who will be organizing a Remembrance Day for these 
people in the future?æ he asked. 
In an opinion piece published in The Malta Independent today, Holocaust 

Remembrance Day, President Vella writes that åsegregation through political and legal means, and the use 
of dehumanizing language and policies erecting mental and physical demarcations between çusè and çthemè, 
continue to be at the root of human suffering and injustice.æ 
President Vella also referred to the åmillions of unborn babiesæ who are killed before seeing the light of 
day, many other millions who live in the åmost abject of conditionsæ and more millions of refugees who are 
searching for stability and security. 
åThe ideology that certain people are superior to others still exists. Whether we admit it or not, this is at 
the basis of racism, xenophobia, discrimination, and apartheid,æ he writes. 
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